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as they spend Federal funds. That is 
not the only civil rights rollback that 
Mrs. Wade oversaw. During her tenure, 
OMB signed off on HUD’s proposal to 
undermine the disparate impact stand-
ard under the Fair Housing Act—a pro-
posal that the civil rights community, 
the largest mortgage lenders, the Mort-
gage Bankers Association, and the Na-
tional Association of Realtors have all 
said should not be finalized because it 
could erode civil rights protections. All 
the groups that deal with housing: the 
conservative groups, the progressive 
groups, the civil rights groups, the 
firms that make their living from 
housing, the realtors, the mortgage 
bankers—all of them said: Don’t move 
forward with this. She signed off on it 
with HUD’s proposal. 

When I asked Mrs. Wade about her 
time at OMB, she wouldn’t speak about 
the work she did, but she endorsed 
every one of these policies the Trump 
administration advanced during her 
tenure. 

Since Mrs. Wade returned to HUD in 
December, the Trump administration 
has doubled down on its assault on fair 
housing. 

Just last week, the Trump adminis-
tration released its final rule, all but 
eliminating communities’ legal obliga-
tion to affirmatively further fair hous-
ing. And now President Trump wants 
Mrs. Wade to oversee FHA and critical 
housing programs for low-income fami-
lies, for seniors, and for persons with 
disabilities. 

HUD and FHA have an essential role 
to play in our housing system during 
this pandemic. FHA is designed to play 
a countercyclical role, stepping in to 
keep the market working during eco-
nomic downturns like the one we are 
in. 

In the weeks and months ahead, fam-
ilies will need access to sustainable 
mortgages, and renters will need access 
to safe affordable apartments. Home-
owners who are struggling to make 
their payments will need forbearance 
and help getting back on track. At the 
end of forbearance, if we want to avoid 
a wave of foreclosures—we know what 
is happening with evictions about to 
happen in a much more concerted tidal 
wave sort of way if Senate Republicans 
get their way by shrinking, by cutting 
$400 per unemployed worker—$400 a 
week—and the moratorium on evic-
tions expiring and the eviction courts 
open. We know what will happen there. 
We are also, of course, concerned about 
the subsequent or, at the same time, 
wave of foreclosures. We need FHA to 
keep up its important work. They can 
do more. They must do more. 

Over the past several months, fol-
lowing the murder of George Floyd at 
the hands of police and with racial and 
ethnic health and economic disparities 
exacerbated by COVID–19, our country 
has finally begun to talk about the sys-
temic racism that exists throughout 
every system, including housing. It is 
the justice system. It is education. We 
know more and more about the huge 

digital divide. It is the justice system. 
It is education. It is healthcare. 

We know that African-Americans’ 
life expectancies are considerably 
shorter than White Americans. We 
know the infant mortality rate and 
maternal mortality rate are consider-
ably higher. We know all of those 
things. The American public is finally 
recognizing them. This is an oppor-
tunity. With housing, it was Jim Crow; 
then it was redlining; and now it is 
these rules that the Trump administra-
tion is lacking in. Conversely to what 
Mrs. Wade has advocated for, argued 
for, and done, HUD and FHA must be a 
part of addressing that systemic rac-
ism now and after this pandemic. FHA 
could start by helping Black and 
Brown families stay in their homes so 
we don’t repeat the mistakes of the 
2008 crisis, where Black borrowers and 
Brown borrowers were more likely to 
lose their homes to foreclosure. 

At the end of this pandemic, FHA 
and HUD’s rental programs can also 
help families recover financially and 
access affordable homeownership, 
maybe for the first time, but it will 
take a commitment from FHA and a 
commitment from HUD to address the 
massive inequity that still exists. 

This President, we know, actively 
undermines fairness in our housing sys-
tem. We saw it again last week when 
he boasted that he would maintain seg-
regation in our communities. It is a po-
litical act, of course. Just like sending 
Federal troops into Portland is a polit-
ical act, just like his purporting to 
stand up to China, which he hasn’t 
done for 4 years, is a political act, but 
we see it now as he divides people in 
the suburbs. Unfortunately, rather 
than working to fulfill the promise of 
the Fair Housing Act, HUD is aiding 
the President’s effort. 

Based on Mrs. Wade’s recent work 
and the policies she has helped to ad-
vance, I am concerned she will not 
stand up to the President’s efforts to 
turn back the clock on fair housing. 
She will, instead, in all likelihood, help 
this administration take our housing 
system in the wrong direction. That is 
why I oppose her nomination. 

I hope, if she is confirmed, she proves 
me wrong. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. ERNST. I ask unanimous consent 

that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 

move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of David Cleveland Joseph, of Lou-
isiana, to be United States District Judge for 
the Western District of Louisiana. 

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, Michael B. Enzi, Tim 
Scott, Marco Rubio, Lamar Alexander, 
James E. Risch, David Perdue, Bill 
Cassidy, Pat Roberts, John Cornyn, 
Lindsey Graham, Thom Tillis, Deb 
Fischer, Mike Crapo, Kevin Cramer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of David Cleveland Joseph, of Lou-
isiana, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MARKEY), and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote or change 
their vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 143 Ex.] 

YEAS—55 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Loeffler 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Leahy Markey Sanders 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 42. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:07 Jul 29, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G28JY6.013 S28JYPT1D
lh

ill
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
0R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-07-29T04:59:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




