S4548

made his first passions preaching and min-
istry;

Whereas John Lewis fought his first battle
against segregation when he was just a teen-
ager, authoring a petition for equal access to
his local public library, where African Amer-
icans had paid for the construction of the fa-
cilities but were banned from checking out
books;

Whereas, before his 21st birthday, John
Lewis established his commitment to ‘‘good
trouble” by organizing sit-ins at segregated
restaurants and theaters;

Whereas John Lewis helped found the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee,
which advocated for civil disobedience and
nonviolent resistance against segregation
across the United States, bringing him to
the forefront of the struggle of the United
States for civil rights;

Whereas John Lewis participated in the
1961 Freedom Rides, which were a series of
trips that tested a new desegregation order
of interstate transportation facilities and re-
sulted in multiple beatings and the
firebombing of the bus that John Lewis was
supposed to be riding;

Whereas, at 23 years of age, John Lewis
served as the youngest member of the ‘‘Big
Six”’, which planned the 1963 March on Wash-
ington, and worked alongside Martin Luther
King, Jr., James Farmer, A. Philip Ran-
dolph, Roy Wilkins, and Whitney Young to
advocate for racial equality and justice for
all;

Whereas John Lewis courageously led
protestors across the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in Selma, Alabama, bravely bearing violence
from the police to embody the struggle of
the United States to live up to its founding
ideals of equal justice under the law;

Whereas the bravery of John Lewis during
“Bloody Sunday’ led Congress to pass, and
President Lyndon B. Johnson to sign into
law, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C.
10301 et seq.), ensuring that African Ameri-
cans have the right to fully participate in
the democratic process in the United States;

Whereas John Lewis faithfully served the
city of Atlanta between 1977 and 1981, em-
bodying his election night promise to ‘‘bring
a sense of ethics and moral courage’ to the
Atlanta City Council;

Whereas John Lewis faithfully served the
5th congressional district of Georgia in the
House of Representatives between 1987 and
2020, serving as the ‘‘conscience of the Con-
gress’ by continuing his pursuit of justice
and truth in the capital of the United States;
and

Whereas the Senate commends John Lewis
for his life and for embodying the spirit of
love and dignity through his unceasing advo-
cacy for reconciliation, justice, and the
equality of all mankind: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) has heard with profound sorrow and
deep regret the announcement of the death
of the Honorable John Lewis, a late Member
of the House of Representatives; and

(B) respectfully requests that the Sec-
retary of the Senate—

(i) communicate this resolution to the
House of Representatives; and

(ii) transmit an enrolled copy of this reso-
lution to the family of John Lewis; and

(2) when the Senate adjourns today, it
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect
to the memory of the Honorable John Lewis.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 661—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
INDEPENDENT LIVING FOR INDI-
VIDUALS WITH  DISABILITIES
MADE POSSIBLE BY THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
OF 1990 AND CALLING FOR FUR-
THER ACTION TO STRENGTHEN
HOME AND COMMUNITY LIVING
FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. MARKEY, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms.
WARREN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. REED, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. JONES, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
HARRIS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. CooNs, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MERKLEY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
LEAHY, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 661

Whereas, in enacting the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et
seq.), Congress recognized that ‘‘historically,
society has tended to isolate and segregate
individuals with disabilities, and, despite
some improvements, such forms of discrimi-
nation against individuals with disabilities
continue to be a serious and pervasive social
problem’’;

Whereas the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 recognized the rights of individ-
uals with disabilities to fully participate in
their communities through independent liv-
ing, equality of opportunity, and economic
self-sufficiency;

Whereas, 30 years after the enactment of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
and 21 years after the decision of the Su-
preme Court of the TUnited States in
Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 (1999), many in-
dividuals with disabilities continue to live in
segregated institutional settings because of
a lack of support services;

Whereas continued instances of segregated
institutional settings have hindered the in-
clusion of individuals with disabilities in
communities, schools, and workplaces, un-
dermining the promise of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990;

Whereas people of color with disabilities
experience disproportionately greater bar-
riers to service and access;

Whereas, 30 years after the enactment of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
some telecommunication, electronic, and in-
formation technologies continue to be devel-
oped without the goal of full accessibility
and inclusion for all people of the United
States; and

Whereas, 30 years after the enactment of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
many businesses, public and private organi-
zations, transportation systems, and services
are still not accessible to all individuals
with disabilities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the importance of inde-
pendent living for individuals with disabil-
ities made possible by the enactment of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.);

(2) encourages all people of the United
States to celebrate the advancement of in-
clusion and equality of opportunity made
possible by the enactment of the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990;
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(3) pledges to continue to work on a bipar-
tisan basis to identify and address the re-
maining barriers that undermine the na-
tional goals of equality of opportunity, inde-
pendent living, economic self-sufficiency,
and full participation for individuals with
disabilities, including by focusing on individ-
uals with disabilities that remain segregated
in institutions;

(4) pledges to work with States to improve
access to home- and community-based serv-
ices for individuals with disabilities; and

(5) calls on the Department of Health and
Human Services to provide information, re-
sources, and technical assistance regarding
home- and community-based services and
supports that enable individuals with dis-
abilities to live independently.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 662—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC

HEALTH WEEK

Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
KING, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. KLO-

BUCHAR, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. CooNs, and Mrs. MURRAY) sub-

mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:
S. RES. 662

Whereas the week of April 6, 2020, is Na-
tional Public Health Week;

Whereas the theme for National Public
Health Week in 2020 is “NPHW @ 25: Looking
Back, Moving Forward.’’;

Whereas the goal of National Public Health
Week in 2020 is to recognize the contribu-
tions of public health in—

(1) improving the health of the people of
the United States; and

(2) achieving health equity;

Whereas, as of the date of introduction of
this resolution, the United States and the
global community are responding to the
COVID-19 pandemic, which requires support
for—

(1) a robust public health workforce;

(2) State, territorial, local, and Tribal
health departments, health care workers,
public health laboratories, and first respond-
ers;

(3) diagnostic testing of new and potential
COVID-19 cases and activities related to epi-
demiology and public health data;

(4) complying with appropriate social
distancing and quarantine recommendations;

(5) relieving financial burdens for individ-
uals in the United States hurt by the
COVID-19 pandemic, including public health
emergency leave;

(6) State Medicaid programs and commu-
nity health centers to ensure care for vulner-
able populations;

(7) collaboration between the Federal Gov-
ernment, State and local governments,
schools, businesses, and employers to sup-
port public health measures to decrease com-
munity spread of COVID-19; and

(8) investment in the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, which support infec-
tious disease outbreak preparedness and crit-
ical public health infrastructure for State
and local health departments and public
health laboratories;

Whereas, in 2018, the life expectancy for
the population of the United States slightly
increased for the first time in 4 years;

Whereas many of the leading causes of
death for individuals in the United States re-
sult from chronic conditions, which are
among the most common, costly, and pre-
ventable of all health challenges;



July 28, 2020

Whereas there are significant differences
in the health status of individuals living in
the most healthy States and those living in
the least healthy States, including dif-
ferences in obesity rates, the prevalence of
chronic disease, and the prevalence of infec-
tious disease;

Whereas racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations in the United States continue to ex-
perience disparities in the burden of illness
and death, as compared with the entire popu-
lation of the United States;

Whereas violence is a leading cause of pre-
mature death, and it is estimated that more
than 7 individuals per hour die a violent
death in the United States;

Whereas deaths from homicides cost the
economy of the United States billions of dol-
lars, and the violence of homicides can cause
social and emotional distress, community
trauma, injury, disability, depression, anx-
iety, and post-traumatic stress disorder;

Whereas emergency department visits for
suicidal thoughts or self-harm increased 25.5
percent between January 2017 and December
2018, with substantial increases occurring in
younger age groups;

Whereas an estimated 1 in 7 children in the
United States experiences child abuse and
neglect, which imposes an annual lifetime
economic burden of approximately
$428,000,000,000 on the population of the
United States;

Whereas, despite significant progress in re-
ducing the infant mortality rate in the
United States to a historic low of 5.8 infant
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2017, the infant
mortality rate in the United States greatly
varies among States;

Whereas women die from pregnancy-re-
lated complications in the United States at a
higher rate than in many other developed
countries, and an estimated 60 percent of
maternal deaths in the United States are
preventable;

Whereas, although overall drug overdose
deaths in the United States decreased 4.1
percent between 2017 and 2018, drug overdose
deaths attributed to synthetic opioids, in-
cluding fentanyl, increased by 10 percent
during the same time period;

Whereas cigarette smoking is the leading
cause of preventable disease and death in the
United States, accounting for more than
480,000 deaths every year, including more
than 41,000 deaths resulting from secondhand
smoke;

Whereas the percentage of adults in the
United States who smoke cigarettes has de-
creased from 20.9 percent of the population
in 2005 to 13.7 percent of the population in
2018;

Whereas, according to data from the Na-
tional Youth Tobacco Survey, between 2017
and 2019, e-cigarette use—

(1) more than doubled among high school
students, rising from 11.7 percent to 27.5 per-
cent; and

(2) tripled among middle school students,
rising from 3.3 percent to 10.5 percent;

Whereas, in 2016, fine particulate air pollu-
tion led to more than 64,000 premature
deaths in the United States, and Black and
Hispanic minorities were disproportionately
impacted;

Whereas public health organizations use
National Public Health Week to educate pub-
lic policymakers and public health profes-
sionals on issues that are important to im-
proving the health of the people of the
United States;

Whereas studies show that small strategic
investments in disease prevention can result
in significant savings in health care costs;

Whereas vaccination is one of the most sig-
nificant public health achievements in his-
tory and has resulted in substantial de-
creases in—
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(1) the number of cases, hospitalizations,
and deaths associated with vaccine-prevent-
able diseases; and

(2) health care costs associated with vac-
cine-preventable diseases;

Whereas each 10 percent increase in local
public health spending contributes to a—

(1) 6.9 percent decrease in infant deaths;

(2) 3.2 percent decrease in deaths related to
cardiovascular disease;

(3) 1.4 percent decrease in deaths due to di-
abetes; and

(4) 1.1 percent decrease in cancer-related
deaths;

Whereas public health professionals help
communities prevent, prepare for, mitigate,
and recover from the impact of a full range
of health threats, including—

(1) disease outbreaks, such as the COVID-
19 pandemic;

(2) natural disasters, such as wildfires,
flooding, and severe storms; and

(3) others disasters, including disasters
caused by human activity and public health
emergencies;

Whereas public health professionals col-
laborate with partners outside of the health
sector, including city planners, transpor-
tation officials, education officials, and pri-
vate sector businesses, recognizing that
other sectors can influence health outcomes;

Whereas, in communities across the United
States, individuals are changing the way
they care for their health by avoiding to-
bacco use, eating healthier, increasing phys-
ical activity, and preventing unintentional
injuries at home and in the workplace; and

Whereas efforts to adequately support pub-
lic health and the prevention of disease and
injury can continue to transform a health
system focused on treating illness into a
health system focused on preventing disease
and injury and promoting wellness: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Public Health Week;

(2) recognizes the efforts of public health
professionals, the Federal Government,
States, Tribes, municipalities, local commu-
nities, and individuals in preventing disease
and injury;

(3) recognizes the role of public health in—

(A) preventing and responding to infectious
disease outbreaks, such as the COVID-19
pandemic;

(B) mitigating short-term and long-term
impacts of infectious disease outbreaks on
the health and wellness of individuals in the
United States;

(C) addressing social and other deter-
minants of health, including health dispari-
ties experienced by minority populations;
and

(D) improving the overall health of individ-
uals and communities in the United States;

(4) encourages increased efforts and re-
sources to—

(A) improve the health of individuals in
the United States; and

(B) make the United States, in 1 genera-
tion, the healthiest nation in the world by—

(i) providing greater opportunities to im-
prove community health and prevent disease
and injury; and

(ii) strengthening the public health system
in the United States; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to learn about the role of the public
health system in improving health across
the United States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, I have 9
requests for committees to meet during
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today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at 10:
15 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 28, 2020, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATION,
TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION, AND THE INTERNET

The Subcommittee on Communica-
tion, Technology, Innovation, and The
Internet of the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Subcommittee on Regulatory Af-
fairs and Federal Management of the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at 2:30 p.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The Subcommittee on Intellectual
Property of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 28, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC
HEALTH WEEK
Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the consideration of S.

Res. 662, submitted earlier today.
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