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Whereas there are significant differences
in the health status of individuals living in
the most healthy States and those living in
the least healthy States, including dif-
ferences in obesity rates, the prevalence of
chronic disease, and the prevalence of infec-
tious disease;

Whereas racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations in the United States continue to ex-
perience disparities in the burden of illness
and death, as compared with the entire popu-
lation of the United States;

Whereas violence is a leading cause of pre-
mature death, and it is estimated that more
than 7 individuals per hour die a violent
death in the United States;

Whereas deaths from homicides cost the
economy of the United States billions of dol-
lars, and the violence of homicides can cause
social and emotional distress, community
trauma, injury, disability, depression, anx-
iety, and post-traumatic stress disorder;

Whereas emergency department visits for
suicidal thoughts or self-harm increased 25.5
percent between January 2017 and December
2018, with substantial increases occurring in
younger age groups;

Whereas an estimated 1 in 7 children in the
United States experiences child abuse and
neglect, which imposes an annual lifetime
economic burden of approximately
$428,000,000,000 on the population of the
United States;

Whereas, despite significant progress in re-
ducing the infant mortality rate in the
United States to a historic low of 5.8 infant
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2017, the infant
mortality rate in the United States greatly
varies among States;

Whereas women die from pregnancy-re-
lated complications in the United States at a
higher rate than in many other developed
countries, and an estimated 60 percent of
maternal deaths in the United States are
preventable;

Whereas, although overall drug overdose
deaths in the United States decreased 4.1
percent between 2017 and 2018, drug overdose
deaths attributed to synthetic opioids, in-
cluding fentanyl, increased by 10 percent
during the same time period;

Whereas cigarette smoking is the leading
cause of preventable disease and death in the
United States, accounting for more than
480,000 deaths every year, including more
than 41,000 deaths resulting from secondhand
smoke;

Whereas the percentage of adults in the
United States who smoke cigarettes has de-
creased from 20.9 percent of the population
in 2005 to 13.7 percent of the population in
2018;

Whereas, according to data from the Na-
tional Youth Tobacco Survey, between 2017
and 2019, e-cigarette use—

(1) more than doubled among high school
students, rising from 11.7 percent to 27.5 per-
cent; and

(2) tripled among middle school students,
rising from 3.3 percent to 10.5 percent;

Whereas, in 2016, fine particulate air pollu-
tion led to more than 64,000 premature
deaths in the United States, and Black and
Hispanic minorities were disproportionately
impacted;

Whereas public health organizations use
National Public Health Week to educate pub-
lic policymakers and public health profes-
sionals on issues that are important to im-
proving the health of the people of the
United States;

Whereas studies show that small strategic
investments in disease prevention can result
in significant savings in health care costs;

Whereas vaccination is one of the most sig-
nificant public health achievements in his-
tory and has resulted in substantial de-
creases in—
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(1) the number of cases, hospitalizations,
and deaths associated with vaccine-prevent-
able diseases; and

(2) health care costs associated with vac-
cine-preventable diseases;

Whereas each 10 percent increase in local
public health spending contributes to a—

(1) 6.9 percent decrease in infant deaths;

(2) 3.2 percent decrease in deaths related to
cardiovascular disease;

(3) 1.4 percent decrease in deaths due to di-
abetes; and

(4) 1.1 percent decrease in cancer-related
deaths;

Whereas public health professionals help
communities prevent, prepare for, mitigate,
and recover from the impact of a full range
of health threats, including—

(1) disease outbreaks, such as the COVID-
19 pandemic;

(2) natural disasters, such as wildfires,
flooding, and severe storms; and

(3) others disasters, including disasters
caused by human activity and public health
emergencies;

Whereas public health professionals col-
laborate with partners outside of the health
sector, including city planners, transpor-
tation officials, education officials, and pri-
vate sector businesses, recognizing that
other sectors can influence health outcomes;

Whereas, in communities across the United
States, individuals are changing the way
they care for their health by avoiding to-
bacco use, eating healthier, increasing phys-
ical activity, and preventing unintentional
injuries at home and in the workplace; and

Whereas efforts to adequately support pub-
lic health and the prevention of disease and
injury can continue to transform a health
system focused on treating illness into a
health system focused on preventing disease
and injury and promoting wellness: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Public Health Week;

(2) recognizes the efforts of public health
professionals, the Federal Government,
States, Tribes, municipalities, local commu-
nities, and individuals in preventing disease
and injury;

(3) recognizes the role of public health in—

(A) preventing and responding to infectious
disease outbreaks, such as the COVID-19
pandemic;

(B) mitigating short-term and long-term
impacts of infectious disease outbreaks on
the health and wellness of individuals in the
United States;

(C) addressing social and other deter-
minants of health, including health dispari-
ties experienced by minority populations;
and

(D) improving the overall health of individ-
uals and communities in the United States;

(4) encourages increased efforts and re-
sources to—

(A) improve the health of individuals in
the United States; and

(B) make the United States, in 1 genera-
tion, the healthiest nation in the world by—

(i) providing greater opportunities to im-
prove community health and prevent disease
and injury; and

(ii) strengthening the public health system
in the United States; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to learn about the role of the public
health system in improving health across
the United States.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PERDUE. Mr. President, I have 9
requests for committees to meet during
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today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at 10:
15 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 28, 2020, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATION,
TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION, AND THE INTERNET

The Subcommittee on Communica-
tion, Technology, Innovation, and The
Internet of the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 28, 2020,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Subcommittee on Regulatory Af-
fairs and Federal Management of the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at 2:30 p.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The Subcommittee on Intellectual
Property of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 28, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC
HEALTH WEEK
Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the consideration of S.

Res. 662, submitted earlier today.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-07-29T05:00:16-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




