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compassion, these brave men and women
regularly put the well-being of others before
their own. Through their actions they are he-
roes . . . through their example they are role
models for all of us to emulate.

Madam Speaker, the current COVID-19
pandemic has presented Missouri’s first re-
sponders with seemingly impossible chal-
lenges. Despite numerous obstacles, police of-
ficers, firefighters, emergency medical profes-
sionals and 9-1-1 dispatchers are showing up
every day to care for their friends, neighbors,
and communities. On behalf of a grateful com-
munity, | express my sincere thanks, and pray
God blesses them all with peace and safety.

———
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HON. KIM SCHRIER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2020

Ms. SCHRIER. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased that my amendment to assess the
Firefighter Property Program (FFP) and the
Federal Excess Personal Property Program
(FEPP) implementation and best practices
was included in final passage of H.R. 6395,
the National Defense Authorization Act of
2021.

| would also like to include in the RECORD a
letter of support for my amendment from the
National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC).

The Department of Defense (DOD) Fire-
fighter Property Program (FFP) and the Fed-
eral Excess Personal Property Program
(FEPP) transfer excess equipment like hoses,
trucks, and aircraft and vehicle parts to the
U.S. Forest Service to be distributed to states.
As the National Volunteer Fire Council notes,
“many of the fire departments that take advan-
tage of FFP and FEPP are located in rural
areas that have relatively small tax bases and
therefore lack the resources to afford new
specialized equipment and vehicles to respond
to wildland fires and other unique
vulnerabilities in the communities that they
serve.”

The FFP and FEPP programs currently offer
excess equipment on a first-come, first-served
basis. As the nation is facing increasing
threats of extreme fire events, states are not
acquiring equipment in an equitable manner.
This is due to a muliitude of factors. My
amendment requests an assessment of FFP
and FEPP implementation and best practices,
taking into account community need and risk,
including whether a community is an at-risk
community.

It additionally requires consultation with
state implementers and program recipients
which will allow us to understand how these
programs are operating on-the-ground, and
more importantly, how we can improve access
for volunteer and small fire and emergency
service providers in rural communities.

| am thankful to have the National Volunteer
Fire Council’s support for this amendment. |
want to emphasize their request that the agen-
cies carrying out the assessment required by
this amendment “establish a process for vol-
unteer fire departments and state and national
organizations representing the interests of vol-
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unteer fire departments to provide input into
the assessment as part of consulting with ‘par-
ticipants in the programs.’”

As the FY2021 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act moves to conference, | ask that my
colleagues work to include this important
amendment in the final bill.

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNCIL,
Greenbelt, MD, July 22, 2020.
Hon. KIM SCHRIER, MD,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE SCHRIER: On behalf
of the National Volunteer Fire Council
(NVFC), which represents the interests of
the nation’s volunteer fire, EMS, and rescue
services, I am writing regarding your amend-
ment to the National Defense Authorization
Act of 2020 directing the Department of De-
fense (DoD), acting through the Director of
the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), jointly
with the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service, to
assess the Firefighter Property Program
(FFP) and the Federal Excess Personal Prop-
erty Program (FEPP).

As you know, the FFP and FEPP programs
provide critical assistance to thousands of
volunteer fire departments across the coun-
try each year by allowing them to acquire
excess DoD property, including equipment
and vehicles. Many of the fire departments
that take advantage of FFP and FEPP are
located in rural areas that have relatively
small tax bases and therefore lack the re-
sources to afford new specialized equipment
and vehicles to respond to wildland fires and
other unique vulnerabilities in the commu-
nities that they serve. These programs are
extremely important to the volunteer fire
service and I thank you for your interest in
developing an assessment to evaluate ways
that they can be improved.

One issue that I hope can be examined as
part of the assessment is the extent to which
additional resources could increase access to
and participation in the FEPP and FFP pro-
grams by volunteer fire departments. Based
on anecdotal evidence from our members I
believe that more assistance devoted to help-
ing process applications to acquire surplus
property and transport surplus property
from where it is stored to the fire depart-
ment requesting it would make it easier for
some agencies to take full advantage of
these programs.

I am pleased that your amendment explic-
itly directs the agencies carrying out the as-
sessment to ‘. .. consult with State for-
esters and participants in the programs . . .”
State foresters play an important role in fa-
cilitating the acquisition of surplus property
by fire departments in their states. Addition-
ally, differences in state statutes authorizing
fire department participation in the FEPP
and FFP programs contribute to some of the
variations we can observe in acquisition
rates between states. All of these are impor-
tant issues to be examined in the assess-
ment. I would also encourage the Committee
to direct the agencies carrying out the as-
sessment to establish a process for volunteer
fire departments and state and national or-
ganizations representing the interests of vol-
unteer fire departments to provide input into
the assessment as part of consulting with
‘“‘participants in the programs.”’

Finally, I question the central role that
DoD and DLA would play in developing the
assessment under the amendment language.
As you know, while DoD/DLA along with the
General Services Administration are respon-
sible for managing and disposing of a vast
array of excess federal property, none of
those agencies has anything to do with the
management or administration of the FEPP
or FFP programs, specifically. I encourage
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the Committee to clarify that each agency
tasked with carrying out the assessment
focus on aspects of the programs that are ap-
propriate given the scope of their actual role
in administering the programs.

Thank you for your support for the FEPP
and FFP programs, as well as the volunteer
fire service generally. If you have any ques-
tions please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
RON ROY,

Chair, NVFC Wildland
Committee, Division
Chief, Douglas
County Fire District
#2, East Wenatchee,
WA.

———
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Thursday, July 30, 2020

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposi-
tion to the appropriations bill before us today.
The bill we are debating is as partisan a bill
as | have seen in my years on the appropria-
tions committee. Not only does the package
spend billions over the current bipartisan
budget agreement, the bill also contains many
policy items that have no place in an appro-
priations bill.

Despite ongoing negotiations for a new
coronavirus relief package this bill adds an-
other 24 billion dollars in coronavirus relief
funding . . . this is in addition to the 3 trillion
in supplemental funds that were passed in
May and adding more funding beyond what
was outlined in the Senate’s HEALS Act.

This may seem like a worthy cause if we
knew the bills were going to be signed by the
President in the coming days, but that’s not
the case. Instead, we are sitting here wasting
time and energy inserting these provisions that
guarantee the bill will never be signed into law
as is.

This bill contains seriously dangerous provi-
sions that place our men and women in uni-
form in harm’s way by repealing the AUMF’s
that guide our counterterrorism operations, it
ties the president's hands with regard to Iran,
and undercuts America’s dominance of space
and our ability to counter nations like China
who want to gain supremacy there. Further, it
eliminates several long-standing, bipartisan
Second Amendment protections while also
defunding the police and targeting law en-
forcement through overreaching regulations.

The amendments that have been made in
order by the rule undercut our military leader-
ship even further by making exemptions to
policies put in place to preserve good order
and discipline, turning our military into a social
experiment instead of maintaining our readi-
ness and capability as the world’s preeminent
fighting force.

Despite the inclusion of South Mississippi’s
priorities in this bill, such as ship and boat
building in Pascagoula and Gulfport, rocket
propulsion testing for Stennis Space Center,
and many other coastal priorities, this bill fails
to deliver what's necessary.

At a time where America is suffering, the
country is in turmoil, and we are working to re-
gain our footing as the world’s top economy,
this bill does more harm than good.
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