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major infrastructure project has to be 
connectivity—broadband and high 
speed. We have been working on hot 
spots just to get through these 5 
months. 

There are things we agree on. Demo-
crats and Republicans are coming to-
gether as Americans. We agree. We 
would like to help. They are just argu-
ing over amounts and this and that and 
the other. 

The bottom line is that we have to 
agree on what we can agree on and 
meet the needs of the people on the 
frontlines. That is the most important 
thing. So I whole-heartedly engage in 
any type of bipartisan cooperation or 
bipartisan talks that we can move 
along to show people that we can put 
the needs of the public above the par-
tisan divide that we have here and have 
had for a long time—since I have been 
here—and for decades. 

I am happy to support Mr. Menezes, 
and I appreciate the bipartisan support 
we have for him. 

I yield the floor. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Mark Wesley Menezes, of Virginia, 
to be Deputy Secretary of Energy. 

Mitch McConnell, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
Todd Young, Pat Roberts, Lamar Alex-
ander, John Hoeven, Roy Blunt, Mike 
Crapo, Martha McSally, Tom Cotton, 
Roger F. Wicker, Mike Rounds, Joni 
Ernst, Cory Gardner, Thom Tillis, 
Shelley Moore Capito, James E. Risch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Mark Wesley Menezes, of Virginia, 
to be Deputy Secretary of Energy, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the 
Senator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH), the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS), and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Mexico (HEINRICH), 
the Sentor from Vermont (LEAHY), and 
the Senator from Vermont (SANDERS) 
are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 78, 
nays 14, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 154 Ex.] 

YEAS—78 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 

Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Loeffler 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Paul 

Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—14 

Blumenthal 
Cortez Masto 
Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hirono 

Klobuchar 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Rosen 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—8 

Burr 
Heinrich 
Hyde-Smith 

Leahy 
Moran 
Sanders 

Tillis 
Toomey 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas 
are 78, the nays are 14. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 
the following statement was ordered to 
be printed in the RECORD) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS L. BOWLIN 

∑ Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Thomas L. 
Bowlin, Colonel, USAF, Ret., who in 
addition to a distinguished career in 
the U.S. Air Force, has served as the 
first Director of Government Affairs 
for the North Carolina National Guard. 
I thank him for his many years of serv-
ice to the great State of North Caro-
lina and our great Nation. 

Colonel Bowlin began his military 
career with the U.S. Air Force in 1975. 
He has served across the United States, 
as well as in Germany, Hawaii, Paki-
stan, and Alaska. He was the first 
USAF officer to attend Pakistan’s War 
College and served in a number of key 
assignments with increasing levels of 
responsibility. 

Following his retirement from the 
U.S. Air Force in 2001, Colonel Bowlin 
continued his dedication to service by 
beginning a second career and becom-
ing the first Director of Government 
Affairs for the North Carolina National 
Guard. He served as an essential com-
ponent of North Carolina National 
Guard leadership for nearly two dec-
ades where he has advised the adjutant 
general directly and interfaced with 
local, State, and Federal officials. 

Colonel Bowlin has served roughly 
11,500 citizen soldiers and airmen in the 
North Carolina Army and Air National 
Guard through many deployments 
overseas and harrowing natural disas-
ters at home. Tom’s contribution to 
advancing the overall readiness and 
operational capabilities of the North 
Carolina National Guard has been vital 
in maintaining an effective and resil-
ient reserve force. Through operations 
including Inherent Resolve, Enduring 
Freedom, and Freedom’s Sentinel, as 
well as during Hurricanes Irene, Mat-
thew, Florence, and Dorian, Colonel 
Bowlin has ensured that the men and 
women of the Guard had the utmost 
preparation of every mission that they 
embarked upon. 

Colonel Bowlin has worked tirelessly 
on a number of both Federal, State, 
and local priorities and policy reforms 
for the North Carolina National Guard. 
Just to name a few, these range from 
appropriations for facilities, programs, 
and assets, family readiness, GI Bill 
transferability, TRICARE expansion, 
tuition assistance, occupational licens-
ing, rental agreement protections, and 
many more, which will continue to 
benefit National Guard 
servicemembers and their families for 
years to come. 

As a U.S. Senator, a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, 
and a North Carolinian, I am pleased to 
congratulate Colonel Bowlin on his re-
tirement from the North Carolina Na-
tional Guard and for his impressive ca-
reer of military service and steadfast 
commitment to our country.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak on the National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2021. 

The National Defense Authorization 
Act provides crucial resources for our 
Armed Forces and our national de-
fense, including a pay increase for our 
men and women in uniform. I am glad 
that the Senate was able to come to-
gether on a bipartisan basis to pass 
this legislation to support our 
servicemembers, strengthen our na-
tional security, and invest in critical 
projects in my home State of Mary-
land. While there are parts of this leg-
islation that I do not support and will 
seek to change in conference, I believe 
that, on balance, this bill serves our 
national interest. 

In particular, I am pleased that this 
NDAA grants expanded acquisition au-
thority for U.S. Cyber Command, 
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headquartered at Fort Meade. I echo 
the comments of the Armed Services 
Committee in its report, which finds 
that Cyber Command’s expanded mis-
sion and responsible use of its acquisi-
tion authority justify the removal of 
the constraints imposed by the FY16 
NDAA. 

I appreciate that my colleagues on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee 
adopted Senator WARREN’s amendment 
directing the Pentagon to begin the 
process of renaming military bases 
named for Confederate soldiers. No 
American military installations should 
be named in honor of those who led the 
fight against the union to defend slav-
ery. 

I also want to note my gratitude to 
Chairman INHOFE and Ranking Member 
REED and their staffs for working with 
me to include relief for the family of 
Lieutenant Richard W. Collins III. Lt. 
Collins’ tragic death was made even 
more painful for his family through the 
challenges they faced in receiving the 
proper benefits and recognition for 
their son. Nothing will ever fill the 
void of their loss, but I am hopeful that 
this provision brings the Collins family 
some peace of mind. 

Additionally, it is worth highlighting 
for the record that the House NDAA in-
cluded a provision extending the review 
period of the World War I valor medals 
review authorized by section 584 of last 
year’s NDAA. The Valor Medals Review 
Task Force has worked tirelessly to 
identify the service records of World 
War I veterans who may have been 
passed over for the Medal of Honor on 
the basis of race or ethnicity. Unfortu-
nately, the COVID–19 pandemic has 
limited their access to research mate-
rials and necessitated an extension for 
them to complete their work. I encour-
age the conferees to retain the House’s 
provision granting this extension. 

While I am pleased with many of the 
provisions included in this bill and 
voted for its passage, I do have signifi-
cant reservations. 

I am deeply disappointed that this 
bill authorizes full funding for the 
President’s misguided and wasteful nu-
clear weapons programs while taking 
no action to preserve the New START 
treaty, the last standing agreement 
capping U.S. and Russian nuclear 
forces. For more than half a century, 
successive administrations have linked 
arms control with nuclear moderniza-
tion efforts as a way of promoting sta-
ble deterrence and heading off an un-
constrained arms race. Failure to ex-
tend New START will unravel this 
linkage, freeing Russia of limits on its 
nuclear arsenal and sparking a costly, 
destabilizing arms buildup. 

I also strongly oppose the authoriza-
tion of funds to prepare for an explo-
sive underground nuclear test, an act 
that would prompt our nuclear-armed 
adversaries to conduct their own tests 
and would undermine longstanding 
arms control and nonproliferation ob-
jectives. I applaud the House’s passage 
of an amendment to bar nuclear test-

ing in its NDAA, and I urge my col-
leagues to uphold this prohibition in 
conference negotiations. 

I also believe that this bill fails to 
tackle the long-term budget challenges 
facing our country, which is why I was 
disappointed that the Senate rejected 
Senator SANDERS’ amendment to re-
duce defense spending by 10 percent 
and invest that money into healthcare, 
education, and poverty reduction in 
communities with a poverty rate of 25 
percent or more. In the midst of the 
worst economic downturn since the 
Great Depression, a pandemic that has 
taken the lives of more than 150,000 of 
our fellow Americans and shows no 
signs of slowing down, and the impend-
ing crises of homelessness and jobless-
ness that we face if the Congress fails 
to provide relief, we simply cannot af-
ford to continue this level of invest-
ment in defense at the expense of other 
critical national priorities. 

I regret that the Senate was not 
given an opportunity to vote on my 
amendment, cosponsored by 13 other 
Senators, prohibiting the use of U.S. 
security assistance to support the uni-
lateral annexation of all or parts of the 
West Bank. The security assistance 
which the United States provides to 
Israel is an important element of the 
relationship between our two countries 
and one that I strongly support. As I 
explained in my floor statement at the 
time of its introduction, the amend-
ment would not have reduced U.S. se-
curity assistance to Israel by a single 
penny. It would simply have ensured 
that no U.S. security assistance could 
be used for the purpose of unilaterally 
annexing territory in the West Bank. 
Furthermore, nothing in this amend-
ment would have prohibited Israel from 
using U.S.-financed missile defense sys-
tems such as Iron Dome to defend 
against attacks in any territories that 
could be unilaterally annexed by the 
Israeli Government. 

Likewise, I am troubled that the ma-
jority leader would not permit a vote 
on Senators WYDEN and MERKLEY’s 
amendment to end the President’s un-
constitutional attacks on Americans 
exercising their First Amendment 
rights in Portland. Portland is not the 
first city to experience these tactics; 
President Trump sent unidentified 
Federal police onto the streets of our 
Nation’s Capital to threaten peaceful 
protesters. Now, he is threatening to 
send them to other American cities, in-
cluding Baltimore. We must require 
Federal agents to wear visible identi-
fication and ban them from making ar-
rests or detentions using unmarked ve-
hicles. The Senate’s failure to act 
quickly to respond to the President’s 
unconstitutional behavior is shameful. 

Finally, Majority Leader MCCON-
NELL, at the behest of the Trump ad-
ministration, once again blocked the 
inclusion the bipartisan DETER Act, 
which I introduced with Senator RUBIO, 
to deter future Russian interference in 
U.S. Federal elections. The DETER Act 
sends a clear message to Russian Presi-

dent Putin or any other foreign adver-
sary: If you attack American elections, 
you will face severe consequences. 
Leader MCCONNELL blocked this meas-
ure from the last NDAA, even though 
the Senate had unanimously passed a 
resolution instructing the conferees to 
support its inclusion. 

The decision of the Trump adminis-
tration, working through Senator 
MCCONNELL, to continue to block the 
DETER Act effectively green-lights 
Russian interference in future U.S. 
elections. It is a gift to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and a subversion 
of the clear desire expressed by both 
Chambers of Congress to hold Russia 
accountable for future interference. It 
reinforces Putin’s belief that the costs 
of attacking our democracy are low 
and the rewards are great. I will con-
tinue fighting for the passage of the 
DETER Act. The Presidential election 
is less than 4 months away, and we 
must make clear to Putin that Russia 
will pay a steep price if they interfere 
in another election. 

While I am opposed to some of the 
provisions in this bill and disappointed 
by the omission of others, I believe 
that, on balance, the NDAA will 
strengthen our national security and 
advance other important national pri-
orities. For that reason, I voted in sup-
port of final passage. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I was 
absent when the Senate voted on vote 
No. 152 to confirm Executive Calendar 
No. 770, Derek Kan, of California, to be 
Deputy Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. On vote No. 152, 
had I been present, I would have voted 
no on the motion to confirm Mr. Kan. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF DEREK KAN 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
opposed the confirmation of Derek Kan 
to be Deputy Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. Mr. Kan’s 
tenure at OMB and his responses to 
questions from the Senate Budget 
Committee raise serious concerns 
about a lack of transparency and a fail-
ure of leadership in responding to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

While Mr. Kan was the Executive As-
sociate Director at OMB, the agency il-
legally withheld security assistance for 
Ukraine in furtherance of President 
Trump’s corrupt scheme to pressure 
Ukraine to interfere on President 
Trump’s behalf in the 2020 election. On 
August 12, 2019, OMB General Counsel 
Mark Paoletta sent an email to Mr. 
Kan and other top OMB officials re-
garding concerns from the Department 
of Defense about this withholding, an 
email that made headlines when it was 
revealed publicly. While I specifically 
asked Mr. Kan about this email in 
written questions prior to the hearing, 
Mr. Kan claimed during the hearing 
that he was not familiar with the email 
in question. 
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