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(ii) training, education, or other appro-
priate improvements to procedures or train-
ing programs.

SEC. 206. PIPELINE SAFETY PRACTICES.

Section 60102 of title 49, United States
Code (as amended by section 204), is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘“(t) OTHER PIPELINE SAFETY PRACTICES.—

‘(1) RECORDS.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this subsection, the
Secretary shall promulgate regulations to
require an operator of a distribution sys-
tem—

““(A) to identify and manage traceable, re-
liable, and complete records, including maps
and other drawings, critical to ensuring
proper pressure controls for a gas distribu-
tion system, and updating these records as
needed, while collecting and identifying
other records necessary for risk analysis on
an opportunistic basis; and

‘“(B) to ensure that the records required
under subparagraph (A) are—

‘(i) accessible to all personnel responsible
for performing or overseeing relevant con-
struction or engineering work; and

‘‘(ii) submitted to, or made available for
inspection by, the Secretary or the relevant
State authority with a certification in effect
under section 60105.

*“(2) PRESENCE OF QUALIFIED EMPLOYEES.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall promulgate reg-
ulations to require that not less than 1 agent
of an operator of a distribution system who
is qualified to perform relevant covered
tasks (as defined in section 192.801(b) of title
49, Code of Federal Regulations (or a suc-
cessor regulation)) shall monitor gas pres-
sure at the district regulator station or at an
alternative site with equipment capable of
ensuring proper pressure controls and have
the capability to promptly shut down the
flow of gas or control over pressurization at
a district regulator station during any con-
struction project that has the potential to
cause a hazardous overpressurization at that
station, including tie-ins and abandonment
of distribution lines and mains, based on an
evaluation, conducted by the operator, of
threats that could result in unsafe operation.

‘(B) EXCLUSION.—In promulgating regula-
tions under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall ensure that those regulations do not
apply to a district regulating station that
has a monitoring system and the capability
for remote or automatic shutoff.

‘(3) DISTRICT REGULATOR STATIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall promulgate reg-
ulations to require that each operator of a
distribution system assesses and upgrades,
as appropriate, each district regulator sta-
tion of the operator to ensure that—

‘(i) the risk of the gas pressure in the dis-
tribution system exceeding, by a common
mode of failure, the maximum allowable op-
erating pressure (as described in section
192.623 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or a successor regulation)) allowed
under Federal law (including regulations) is
minimized;

‘‘(ii) the gas pressure of a low-pressure dis-
tribution system is monitored, particularly
at or near the location of critical pressure-
control equipment;

‘“(iii) the regulator station has secondary
or backup pressure-relieving or overpressure-
protection safety technology, such as a relief
valve or automatic shutoff valve, or other
pressure-limiting devices appropriate for the
configuration and siting of the station and,
in the case of a regulator station that em-
ploys the primary and monitor regulator de-
sign, the operator shall eliminate the com-
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mon mode of failure or provide backup pro-
tection capable of either shutting the flow of
gas, relieving gas to the atmosphere to fully
protect the distribution system from over-
pressurization events, or there must be tech-
nology in place to eliminate a common mode
of failure; and

‘“(iv) if the Secretary determines that it is
not operationally possible for an operator to
implement the requirements under clause
(iii), the Secretary shall require such oper-
ator to identify actions in their plan that
minimize the risk of an overpressurization
event.”.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 4
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, August 6,
2020, at 9 a.m., in Open Session to con-
sider the nomination of Mr. Jason A.
Abend to be Inspector General of the
Department of Defense; Mr. Bradley D.
Hansell to be Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity; Mr. Lucas N. Polakowski to be
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nu-
clear, Chemical, and Biological Defense
Programs; and Mr. Louis W. Bremer to
be Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Special Operations/Low-Intensity Con-
flict.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Committee on
Thursday, August 6, 2020, at 10 a.m.
The committee will hold a full com-
mittee nominations hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, August
6, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. to hold a full com-
mittee hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, August 6,
2020, at 10 a.m. in order to conduct a
hearing entitled, ‘“‘Oversight of DHS
Personnel Deployments to Recent Pro-
tests.”

———

AUTHORIZING THE PRODUCTION
OF RECORDS BY THE PERMA-
NENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVES-
TIGATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE
ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 676, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 676) to authorize the
production of records by the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

—
NATIONAL AIRBORNE DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 677, submitted earlier today.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 677) designating Au-
gust 16, 2020, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

——————

NATIONAL CHILD AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 678, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 678) designating Sep-
tember 2020 as ‘‘National Child Awareness
Month’ to promote awareness of charities
that benefit children and youth-serving orga-
nizations throughout the United States and
recognizing the efforts made by those char-
ities and organizations on behalf of children
and youth as critical contributions to the fu-
ture of the United States.

677) was
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