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hinder our economic recovery or per-
versely incentivize people not to go
back to work safely. Over the last
month, I have heard from a number of
employers who had trouble rehiring
workers because in some cases their
workers were earning more with the
additional $600 benefit than they would
from working. Well, it just doesn’t
make any sense to incentivize people
not to go back to work when they can
safely do so. We need to strike a deli-
cate balance that gives them the re-
sources they need to support their fam-
ily without incentivizing them to stay
home.

As businesses have reopened and em-
ployees returned to work, Texas has
made serious progress in getting more
folks back on the payroll. The State
unemployment rate has steadily de-
clined from a peak of 13.5 percent to 8
percent in July. Obviously, that is still
way too high and a far cry from the 3.5
percent we saw pre-COVID. If we are
going to keep working and moving in
the right direction, we need to have
our workers return to work when that
becomes an option. Obviously it goes
without saying that they would be able
to safely return.

Of course, it is not enough to just
give people the resources they need to
support their families; we also need to
ensure they have jobs to return to.
That is why the Paycheck Protection
Program has been so vital and has
saved countless jobs since it was estab-
lished in March through the CARES
Act. So far, Congress has invested $670
billion in this job-saving program, and
I am glad to say that Texas has re-
ceived more than $41 billion across
more than 417,000 individual loans. It
has literally been a lifesaver for many
of these small businesses. I hope the
next relief bill will provide an oppor-
tunity for the hardest hit businesses to
receive a second PPP loan and save
even more jobs and small businesses in
communities not just across my State
but across the United States.

Our State also has a vibrant arts and
culture scene, and some of the hardest
hit businesses are live-event venues.
These were actually some of the first
to close when the pandemic hit, and
they will be the last to reopen. Unlike
restaurants or retailers, which were
able to switch to curbside or pickup de-
livery, event venues don’t offer a serv-
ice that can be tailored to meet the
CDC guidelines.

The experience of a concert at the
Lowbrow Palace in El Paso or a trip to
hear the symphony at the Meyerson in
Dallas isn’t the same through a com-
puter screen. That leaves no oppor-
tunity for live venue operators, pro-
moters, producers, and talent rep-
resentatives to organize events and no
chance for security guards, ticket tak-
ers, bartenders, or cleanup crews to
earn a paycheck.

These venues are not only a special
part of our culture and our commu-
nities, they are also major employers
and fuel our economic engine. Pro-
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viding relief for these venues is an im-
portant way to protect our local econo-
mies, jobs, and beloved cultural insti-
tutions. That is why I introduced the
Save our Stages Act with Senator KLo-
BUCHAR, our colleague from Minnesota.
It would establish a $10 billion grant
program to give independent venues
and their employees the funding they
need to survive this pandemic. We are
not talking about huge, publicly trad-
ed, multinational corporations here. In
order to be eligible, recipients must
have fewer than 500 employees and
can’t be publicly traded. They can use
the money to cover payroll and bene-
fits, as well as rent, utilities, and other
expenses to stay afloat. As the Senate
continues to work on our next
coronavirus relief bill, I hope the Save
Our Stages provision will be included.

Our economy in Texas, like the rest
of the country, is moving in a more
positive direction. We want to keep it
this way. We need to do everything we
can to ensure that once the pandemic
is contained, our cultural institutions,
our businesses, and our jobs that we
rely on will be ready to bounce back. I
appreciate the countless Texans who
shared with me their feedback and
ideas on how Congress can do more to
support our State and our country
through this crisis. I am going to do
my part to keep fighting to enact these
ideas into law and give Texans the sup-
port they deserve.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Ludwig nomination?

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS),
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 91,
nays 5, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 159 Ex.]

YEAS—91
Alexander Casey Fischer
Baldwin Cassidy Gardner
Barrasso Collins Gillibrand
Bennet Coons Graham
Blackburn Cornyn Grassley
Blumenthal Cortez Masto Hassan
Blunt Cotton Hawley
Booker Cramer Heinrich
Boozman Crapo Hoeven
Braun Cruz Hyde-Smith
Brown Daines Inhofe
Burr Duckworth Johnson
Cantwell Durbin Jones
Capito Enzi Kaine
Cardin Ernst Kennedy
Carper Feinstein King
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Lankford Peters Sinema
Leahy Portman Smith
Lee Reed Sullivan
Loeffler Risch Tester
Manchin Roberts Thune
McConnell Romney Tillis
McSally Rosen Toomey
Menendez Rounds Udall
Merkley Rubio Van Hollen
Moran Sasse Warner
Murkowski Schumer :
Murphy Scott (FL) Wmtehouse
Murray Scott (SC) Wicker
Paul Shaheen Young
Perdue Shelby
NAYS—5

Hirono Schatz Wyden
Markey Warren

NOT VOTING—4
Harris Sanders
Klobuchar Stabenow

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Christy Criswell Wiegand, of Penn-
sylvania, to be United States District Judge
for the Western District of Pennsylvania.

Mitch McConnell, Joni Ernst, John Booz-
man, James E. Risch, Mike Rounds,
Roger F. Wicker, Mike Crapo, Mitt
Romney, John Barrasso, Shelley Moore
Capito, Pat Roberts, Thom Tillis,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, David Perdue,
Lindsey Graham, Kevin Cramer, Tim
Scott.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Christy Criswell Wiegand, of Penn-
sylvania, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania, shall be brought to a close.

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS),
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 80,
nays 16, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 160 Ex.]

YEAS—80
Alexander Feinstein Perdue
Baldwin Fischer Peters
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Bennet Graham Reed
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hassan Roberts
Boozman Hayvlgy Romney
Braun Heinrich Rosen
apito yde-Smi :

Cardin Inhofe IS{ublo

) asse
Carper Johnson Scott (FL)
Casey Jones Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kaine Shaheen
Collins Kennedy
Coons King Sbelby
Cornyn Lankford Sinema
Cortez Masto Leahy Sullivan
Cotton Lee Tester
Cramer Loeffler Thune
Crapo Manchin Tillis
Cruz McConnell Toomey
Daines McSally Udall
Duckworth Moran Warner
Durbin Murkowski Whitehouse
Enzi Murphy Wicker
Ernst Paul Young

NAYS—16
Blumenthal Markey Smith
Booker Menendez Van Hollen
Brown Merkley Warren
Cantwell Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Schatz
Hirono Schumer
NOT VOTING—4

Harris Sanders
Klobuchar Stabenow

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 80, the nays are 16.
The motion is agreed to.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Hala Y. Jarbou, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the Western
District of Michigan.

Mitch McConnell, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Tom Cotton, Marsha Blackburn, Kevin
Cramer, Jerry Moran, James E. Risch,
Michael B. Enzi, Tim Scott, John Bar-
rasso, Richard Burr, Deb Fischer,
James Lankford, John Thune, Steve
Daines, Joni Ernst, John Hoeven.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Hala Y. Jarbou, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Michigan, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS),
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the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), are nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROM-
NEY). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote or change
their vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 80,
nays 15, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 161 Ex.]

YEAS—80
Baldwin Fischer Peters
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Bennet Graham Reed
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hassan Roberts
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Heinrich Rosen
Burr Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cardin Inhofe Sasse
Carper Johnson Scott (FL)
Casey Jones S
b N cott (SC)
Cassidy Kaine
Collins Kenned Shaheen
ol Shelb
Coons King Si y
Cornyn Lankford 1ngma
Smith
Cortez Masto Leahy X
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Cramer Loeffler Tester
Crapo Manchin Thune
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines McSally Toomey
Duckworth Moran Udall
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Enzi Murphy Whitehouse
Ernst Paul Wicker
Feinstein Perdue Young
NAYS—15
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Markey Schumer
Brown Menendez Van Hollen
Cantwell Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—5
Alexander Klobuchar Stabenow
Harris Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 80, the nays are 15.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Hala Y. Jarbou, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Michigan.

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:10 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. SASSE).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

VOTE ON WIEGAND NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
has expired on the Wiegand nomina-
tion.

The question is, Shall the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Wiegand nomi-
nation?

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS),
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent.

(Mr. DAINES assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 82,
nays 14, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 162 Ex.]

YEAS—82
Alexander Feinstein Perdue
Baldwin Fischer Peters
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Bennet Graham Reed
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hassan Roberts
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Heinrich Rosen
Brown Hirono Rounds
Burr Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith
Cardin Inhofe Sasse
Carper Johnson Scott (FL)
Casey Jones Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kaine Shaheen
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Coons King Sinema
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cortez Masto Leahy Tester
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Loeffler Tillis
Crapo Manchin Toomey
Cruz McConnell Udall
Daines McSally Warner
Duckworth Moran Whitehouse
Durbin Murkowski ;
Enzi Murphy gé:il;ir
Ernst Paul ©

NAYS—14
Blumenthal Menendez Smith
Booker Merkley Van Hollen
Cantwell Murray Warren
Gillibrand Schatz Wyden
Markey Schumer

NOT VOTING—4

Harris Sanders
Klobuchar Stabenow

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Thomas T. Cullen, of Virginia, to
be United States District Judge for the West-
ern District of Virginia.

Mitch McConnell, Richard C. Shelby,
Lamar Alexander, Pat Roberts, Mike
Crapo, Marsha Blackburn, David
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