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Marc speaks fluent Japanese and has vast
knowledge of Japanese culture and world
markets. Marc is married to Xiaowen and to-
gether they enjoy serving their community, try-
ing new restaurants and barbequing.

In light of all that Marc has done for South-
ern California and Orange County, | am hon-
ored to recognize him today. Marc has contrib-
uted immensely to the betterment of our re-
gion and our community is proud to call him
one of our own. | add my voice to the many
who will be congratulating Marc Aarons on his
term as Rotary District 5320’s District Gov-
ernor.
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleague Mr. COX to honor the
life of a great farmer, veteran and San Joa-
quin Valley native, Jack Woolf, who passed
away on July 28, 2020 at the age of 102. Jack
was a pioneering farmer who transformed the
west side of California’s San Joaquin Valley
into an agricultural oasis.

Jack was born on Sept. 6, 1917, along with
his identical twin, Leyton, in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona. Growing up, he enjoyed helping his fam-
ily at their small dairy farm. After graduating
from Peoria High School in 1935, he and his
twin moved to Los Angeles and enrolled in
Woodbury Business College. They obtained
their business degrees in two years and grad-
uated Magna Cum Laude.

After college, Jack worked as a cotton mer-
chandiser, but due to escalating tensions in
Europe, Jack registered for the draft in early
spring 1941. He joined the Army and rose to
the rank as Captain. As a member of the
204th Anti-Aircraft Battalion, he landed on
Omaha Beach as part of the D-Day Normandy
Invasion of Europe. He received seven battle
stars. He was discharged as a Major in De-
cember 1945.

After a career of military service, he re-
turned to his old job at Anderson Clayton. In
1957, he traveled to Mendota. Calif. to meet
with a landowner, Russell Giffen who sold his
farming operation to Anderson Clayton. This
created a 30 plus year relationship that led to
creating one of California’s largest and most
successful farming operation, Giffen Inc.

In 1949, Jack met his soul mate, Bernice. A
few months after they met, they decided to get
married and formed a beautiful family. In
1974, Giffen retired from the farming business
and asked Jack to sell all the assets. Instead.
Jack decided to start his own operation, Woolf
Farming Co. of California.

Jack proved to be a leader and successful
entrepreneur. His business grew successfully
because of vision. loyalty. and passion. His
military training and strong character were in-
grained into who he was as a businessman
and member of the community.

Jack was a member of several boards and
organizations including The National Cotton
Council. Valley Public Television, Fresno His-
torical Society, Santa Clara University Board
of Regents and the California Tomato Growers
Association. He helped establish a graduate
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agribusiness program at Santa Clara Univer-
sity and he received an honorary doctorate
degree from Fresno State. Both of these insti-
tutions offer scholarships in his honor.

He is survived by his loving and devoted
wife of over 70 years, Bernice, his six kids:
Anne Franson and husband Don, Nancy
Woolf, John Woolf and wife Mary Pat, Mike
Woolf and wife Shelly, Stuart Woolf and wife
Lisa, Chris Woolf and wife Sarah, 24 grand-
children and 4 great-grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
us in celebrating and honoring the life of Mr.
Jack Woolf. Jack strode through life with pur-
poseful steady steps, a man on his way some-
where, always moving forward. His service to
his country will be remembered for many
years to come. We join his family, friends and
community in honoring his life and legacy.

————
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Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Charles Ambler on the
occasion of his retirement from the University
of Texas at El Paso (UTEP). UTEP bids good-
bye to one of its most notable contributors to
the institution’s transformation from a regional
university to a leader in U.S. higher education.
Dr. Ambler joined the UTEP faculty in 1984.
As a recent Ph.D. graduate of Yale, he de-
voted himself to supporting UTEP’s mission of
ensuring the success of its majority Hispanic
and first-generation student body. Concur-
rently, Dr. Ambler established himself as an
internationally recognized scholar of African
History, publishing numerous articles and
scholarly books focused on 19th and 20th
century Africa.

Dr. Ambler quickly rose through the faculty
ranks earning the title of Professor and serv-
ing as Chair of UTEP’s History Department. In
1996, Dr. Ambler assumed leadership of
UTEP’s emerging graduate program, a role he
played on and off as Dean and Assistant Vice
President until 2019. In the mid-nineties,
UTEP was limited to a small number of doc-
toral programs. He recognized the opportunity
at hand, created by lawsuits challenging the
lack of graduate programs along the United
States-Mexico border region, to greatly ex-
pand program offerings. UTEP was able to es-
tablish itself as a national leader in graduate
education and a major producer of Hispanic
doctoral degree holders. Altogether, Dr.
Ambler understood it was important for these
degree programs to not only be of the highest
quality, but to focus on the scholarly issues
happening along the border region. UTEP’s
forward thinking led to the development of a
doctoral degree program in U.S.-Mexico bor-
der history. This innovation was accompanied
by similar degrees with a border focus in
areas like International Business, Engineering,
and Health Science.

While Dr. Ambler was an internationally rec-
ognized African History scholar, he was deep-
ly committed to improving undergraduate edu-
cation. He regularly taught large sections of
undergraduate history and developed strate-
gies to improve the success of UTEP’s stu-
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dents. Dr. Ambler's strategies and teaching
skills included technology-based learning and
contacting students who stopped attending
class to invite them back. As a result, comple-
tion rates in his section and average scores
on standardized tests were higher than in
other sections of the same class.

Dr. Ambler’s influence on education, grants,
and studentship has gone far beyond UTEP.
He has held several prestigious fellowships,
served as President of the African Studies As-
sociation, and most recently served as Dean
in Residence of the Council of Graduate
schools.

Dr. Ambler and his wife Gloria, who recently
retired herself after many years of service as
a teacher and counselor in the El Paso Inde-
pendent School District, are vital members of
the El Paso community.

UTEP is a better place due in no small part
to Dr. Ambler’'s 35 years of service.
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Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Joseph W. Heston for his 45-year
career in broadcast journalism, including more
than 20 years on the central coast of Cali-
fornia, and congratulate him on his retirement.

Joe’s early career began with Westinghouse
Broadcasting in 1976 at WJZ-TV in Baltimore.
Over the next eight years, Joseph held various
production positions at WJZ-TV, WBZ-TV in
Boston, and KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh. In 1984,
Joe began working with Hearst Television,
where he would spend the rest of his career.
He joined Hearst at WCVB-TV in Boston,
where he was executive producer of program-
ming and assistant program director, before
moving to WBAL-TV in Baltimore, where he
was vice president and station manager, and
WTAE-TV in Pittsburgh, where he also served
as vice president and station manager.

Joe’s career took him to the California in
1999, where he began his role as president
and general manager of KSBW-TV, the Heart
Television station serving the Central Coast.
His time at KSBW has been marked by a
number of milestones. In 2001, KSBW
launched its official website, which now aver-
ages over 6 million pageviews a month with
over 500,000 unique users and is the region’s
most visited local site. In 2002, Joe oversaw
the construction and launch of the market's
first HDTV station. In April 2011, Joe oversaw
the launch of “Central Coast ABC"—the first
local ABC affiliate ever on the Central Coast.
In April 2016, he helped launch KSBW’s sec-
ond channel, the Spanish-language network
Estrella. During Joe’s time as president and
general manager, KSBW has been recognized
with Radio Television Digital News Association
regional Edward R. Murrow Awards for Best
Newscast and Breaking News, and regional
Emmy Awards for Best Newscast and Best
Breaking News Coverage.

Throughout his time on the Central Coast,
Joe has always had the priority of giving back
to his community personally and through his
work at KSBW. Joe is a former member of the
Board of the United Way of Monterey County
and oversaw KSBW’s launch of the early
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