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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 16, 2020. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY 
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 9:50 
a.m. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DARYL ANN 
PENNINGTON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
profound sadness that I share the news 
that a great friend and public servant 
has passed away. 

Daryl Ann Pennington was a dear 
friend, trusted member of my staff, and 
a tireless advocate for Maryland’s 
Fifth District. 

For the past 12 years, Daryl served as 
a caseworker in my office in Greenbelt, 

Maryland, serving Prince George’s 
County, Calvert County, and Anne 
Arundel County. Earlier, she had 
worked for former Maryland State Sen-
ator Ulysses Currie. 

Mr. Speaker, she knew the Fifth Dis-
trict and its communities better than 
almost anyone, and she cared deeply 
about the people who called, emailed, 
and wrote to us asking for assistance 
with Federal agencies and help access-
ing government services. In particular, 
Daryl was a fierce advocate for our dis-
trict seniors, but she was also a mentor 
to countless young people, including 
interns who came to our district office 
and learned lessons from Daryl, not 
only about serving our constituents 
but how to approach life through perse-
verance, faith, and positive thinking. 

Daryl drew heavily on her personal 
faith as a member of the Evangel Ca-
thedral in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, 
for more than a quarter of a century, 
and as a partner with Dr. Corinthia 
Ridgely Boone of the International 
Christian Host Coalition organizing the 
National Capital Region’s Day of Pray-
er for many, many years. 

Mr. Speaker, she believed strongly 
that prayer was a powerful tool, not 
only to connect with her creator, but 
to connect with others here on Earth, 
to communicate her love for others, 
and to spread peace and joy to those 
around her, which she surely did. Her 
sense of humor, her wit, her warmth 
will be sorely missed not only by her 
colleagues in my office, but by all who 
knew her. 

I and all of us who worked so closely 
with Daryl will miss her very, very 
much. Daryl had so many spiritual 
daughters and the many young women 
who looked up to her over the years as 
a mentor and friend, but her pride and 
joy were her five children: Laura, 
Christie, Toi, Peter, and Lenny, as well 
as her grandchildren to whom, of 
course, she was devoted. 

A native of Rochester, New York, 
Daryl made her final journey home in 

July when she was diagnosed with mul-
tiple myeloma and departed Maryland 
to seek treatment closer to family at 
the University of Rochester Medical 
Center. We had all hoped to welcome 
her back soon, but sadly, Daryl’s condi-
tion worsened quickly last week, and 
she passed away on Saturday morning 
with her family by her side. 

Mr. Speaker, Daryl was a true friend 
and partner in service to the people of 
Maryland’s Fifth District. She will 
long be remembered by those she 
helped and by those of us who worked 
closely with her. 

Her passing is a great loss to my con-
stituents, our office, to this House, and 
to our country. I hope my colleagues 
will join me in offering her family the 
condolences of the whole House and the 
thanks of a Nation grateful for patri-
otic Americans like Daryl Ann Pen-
nington who serve their country and 
communities so dutifully and so well. 

Mr. Speaker, now Daryl rests in 
peace with God, whom she served so 
faithfully throughout her life. 

f 

MEMORIALIZING REVEREND BILLY 
GRAHAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am proud to announce that 
a familiar figure within North Caro-
lina’s history will soon be featured 
here in the United States Capitol. 

On July 22, I came to the floor and 
spoke about how the first Republican 
majority in the North Carolina legisla-
ture in over 40 years voted in 2015 to re-
place the current statue of Charles 
Aycock in the Capitol with a statue of 
Billy Graham. A week later, on July 29, 
a committee within the North Caro-
lina’s General Assembly unanimously 
approved a model of Reverend Gra-
ham’s statue and commissioned a 
sculptor to create a life-sized model. 
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The level of expediency in this proc-

ess is a true testament to how Rev-
erend Graham was revered not only in 
North Carolina, but also across the 
world. Recently, President Trump has 
expressed his support for a statue of 
Reverend Graham to be commissioned, 
and he even suggested that Reverend 
Graham would be memorialized in a 
new statuary park known as the ‘‘Na-
tional Garden of American Heroes.’’ 

Reverend Graham came from humble 
beginnings in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, where he was raised on a dairy 
farm in the early 1920s. 

During his lifetime, he counseled for-
eign dignitaries, numerous Presidents, 
members of the Royal family, and 
many other significant public figures. 

However, his work was not solely 
consigned to the upper echelons of gov-
ernment or politics. His life’s work was 
dedicated to the millions of people 
around the world who sought Jesus 
Christ as their one true Lord and sav-
ior. 

He once described being a Christian 
as, ‘‘more than just an instantaneous 
conversion. It is a daily process where-
by you grow to be more and more like 
Christ.’’ 

In 2018, Reverend Graham passed 
away at the age of 99, and to say that 
he left an indelible mark on society 
would be an understatement. For 
years, I have advocated for Reverend 
Graham to have a place within the hal-
lowed Halls of the Capitol, and I am so 
pleased that the millions of people who 
visit the Capitol every year will soon 
be able to view his statue. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SARAH M. 
STEVENSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. ADAMS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to speak in honor of the first 
Black woman to serve on the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg School Board. 

One of the cofounders and conveners 
of the Tuesday Morning Breakfast 
Forum, not only a queen of the Queen 
City, but one of the crown jewels, Miss 
Sarah Stevenson. 

Sarah Belle Mingo was born in Heath 
Springs, South Carolina, in 1925, the 
first of 14 children. 

Her life quickly led her to Charlotte 
where, like many African-American 
women of her time, she worked as a 
housekeeper and did domestic work so 
that she and her family could achieve a 
brighter future. 

In Charlotte, she successfully inte-
grated the school district’s parent- 
teacher associations, and as an activist 
and mother of four, helped lay the 
foundation for one of the most inte-
grated school districts in the Nation. 

You could have found her across the 
street from us on October 12, 1970, when 
she attended oral arguments at the Su-
preme Court for the Swann v. Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education 
case. 

In 1980, she won election to the board 
of education, which she served for 8 
years. 

Equity in education was always at 
the forefront of what she did, because 
even though the courts declared sepa-
rate but equal was unequal, too many 
schools in Charlotte were still both 
separate and unequal. 

What she did made a difference. In 
1984, halfway through Miss Sarah’s ten-
ure on the school board, President Ron-
ald Reagan made a campaign stop in 
Charlotte at the height of his popu-
larity. President Reagan had a line in 
his stump speech that won thunderous 
applause in cities across the country, 
and in Charlotte, he repeated it, saying 
that school busing was a failed social 
experiment that nobody wants. 

The crowd went silent. There was, at 
best, scattered applause. That is be-
cause in Charlotte, activists like Sarah 
Stevenson worked hard so that Black 
and White parents could come together 
in support of Charlotte’s ‘‘finest 
achievement’’—school integration. 

She lost reelection to the school 
board in 1988 because she continued to 
value equity and integration even as 
the political winds changed. Her values 
were more important to her than win-
ning votes. And that is an example 
that we can all learn from. 

While on the school board, she co-
founded the Tuesday Morning Break-
fast Forum, a group she continues to 
convene to this day. The Forum can 
best be described as the pulse of the 
community in Charlotte. The Forum 
has met on most Tuesdays for the past 
40 years and is a required stop for can-
didates for public office in Charlotte 
and those running statewide. 

For these and many other achieve-
ments, it goes without saying that 
Sarah Stevenson has earned numerous 
awards and commendations over the 
course of her life. I was honored to be 
with her in 2007 as the Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Housing Partnership opened 
the 130-unit Stevenson Apartments in 
her honor. 

But perhaps the greatest honor she 
continues to bestow on us, the entire 
Charlotte community, is her wisdom. 
Not only her wisdom, but the wisdom 
of the Forum and its 40 years of guest 
speakers and attendees. 

As is said in a Fourfold Franciscan 
blessing that often starts the Forum: 

May God bless us with discomfort at easy 
answers, half-truths, and superficial rela-
tionships, so that we may live deep within 
our hearts. 

May God bless us with anger at injustice, 
oppression, and exploitation of people, so 
that we may work for justice, freedom, and 
peace. 

May God bless us with tears to shed for 
those who suffer from pain, rejection, starva-
tion, and war so that we may reach our 
hands to them to comfort them and turn 
their path pain into joy. 

May God bless us with enough foolishness 
to believe that we can make a difference in 
this world, so that we can do what others 
claim cannot be done. 

I thank Miss Sarah, for working for 
justice, freedom, and peace, and for 

blessing so many people with enough 
foolishness to believe that we can 
make the impossible possible. 

f 

CONSERVATISM DURING COVID 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to set the record straight. 

The American people are wondering 
what Congress is doing to help folks 
who are still struggling from the ef-
fects of COVID–19 on their health and 
on all of our economy. They see no 
movement in negotiations, and I have 
had folks back home ask me, What are 
you all doing up there? Well, sadly, the 
answer is, Not much, really. 

Some in this Chamber claim that it 
is us, the Republicans, who have no so-
lutions on COVID. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Let me just 
speak for myself. I have introduced 
more than a dozen bills with my col-
leagues. Some of these bills are bipar-
tisan, and they apply time-tested con-
servative principles to help people im-
pacted and hurt by COVID–19. 

These are bills that expand 
healthcare access. They support work-
ers. They incentivize telework. They 
assure safe public housing. They sim-
plify PPP loans. Mr. Speaker, they 
stop stimulus payments to dead people, 
of all things. They explore temperature 
checks at airports. They establish 
flexible funding for States and local-
ities; a bill that holds China account-
able, and helps incentivize a safe re-
opening of our country, and much, 
much more. Each and every one of 
these bills has been denied a vote in 
this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I understand the poli-
tics of being less than 50 days away 
from an election. And I get the polit-
ical calculation that has been made. 
The Speaker started this year—right 
there—by ripping up the President’s 
State of the Union. And she seems in-
tent on ending it by smearing Repub-
licans as enemies of the State and 
blocking any meaningful bills to help 
hardworking Americans. 

But the American people deserve to 
know that my Republican colleagues 
and I, we stand ready to govern and 
ready to pass commonsense conserv-
ative policies that will help them make 
it through this pandemic. 

f 

WILDFIRES RAVAGE WEST COAST 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. PETERS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the wildfires cur-
rently ravaging the West Coast of the 
United States. 

More than 85 major fires, spanning 
from Washington State to Southern 
California are burning, as I speak. 
Thirty-five people have died, only 
ashes remain in hundreds of commu-
nities, tens of thousands have fled their 
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homes and many individuals are still 
missing. Some survivors compare the 
site of the flames to the gates of hell. 

This year alone, California has seen 
over 2,600 more fires and a nearly 2,000 
percent increase in the acres burned 
compared to this time last year. That 
is according to the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire Protection, 
or Cal-Fire. 

The frequency and intensity are no 
accident. We used to refer to early fall 
as ‘‘wildfire season’’ but the threat of 
these fires is now present throughout 
the year. 

In San Diego and in other areas of 
Southern California, dry and arid con-
ditions, paired with high temperatures, 
can make for a deadly combination. 
The Valley fire in eastern San Diego 
County, which is now 87 percent con-
tained, burned almost 18,000 acres of 
land and prompted the closure of the 
Cleveland National Forest. 

b 0915 

That fire started 10 days ago, but 
smoke and haze across the county are 
barely now beginning to clear. The air 
quality continues to pose a risk for 
sensitive groups. This fire is only the 
latest in a long history of destructive 
fires in San Diego County. 

I call on my fellow Members of Con-
gress to accept and recognize this 
truth: Our actions don’t exist in a vac-
uum. The consequences of our actions 
lead to rising temperatures and more 
extreme natural events, including hur-
ricanes, droughts, and flooding. 

It is not a matter of belief. Yearly 
patterns show us how these changes 
aren’t natural. They are man-made. 
They are climate change. 

We owe it to every single firefighter 
and first responder to act on this issue 
now. Every day, they risk their lives in 
the blistering heat, not knowing if 
they will make it back home. We are 
beyond grateful for their bravery and 
their unwavering dedication to public 
safety. 

These conditions leading to the dev-
astation on the West Coast are pre-
ventable, but the only way forward is 
through bipartisan partnerships to ad-
dress the key drivers of climate 
change. Saving lives, infrastructure, 
and our lands from the effects of severe 
weather require concrete and swift ac-
tion on the climate crisis now. 

RECOGNIZING ALICE JOHNSON ON HER 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate the birthday of an extraor-
dinary constituent and American hero. 

She is a World War II veteran, a U.S. 
Army Corps nurse, a Purple Heart re-
cipient, a proud American patriot, an 
activity community member, and a 
birthday card enthusiast. 

She is the remarkable Alice Johnson 
of Rancho Bernardo, California. I com-
mend her service to our country, love 
of adventure, dedication to the well- 
being of others, and fun-loving spirit as 
she reaches this momentous milestone 
of 100 years. 

Alice Johnson was born on Sep-
tember 12, 1920, in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts. She completed her nursing 
education in 1941. 

After Pearl Harbor, she enlisted in 
the U.S. Army Nurse Corps. Her unit 
arrived in Okinawa, Japan, on Easter 
Sunday in 1945, where she helped estab-
lish a field hospital ahead of the U.S. 
invasion of Japan. 

A few months later, eight Japanese 
Kamikaze planes descended upon the 
island, and U.S. troops attempted to 
shoot them down. Alice was injured in 
the crossfire and evacuated to Hawaii 
for surgery. She was awarded a Purple 
Heart after her service overseas. 

Later in life, Alice served as a flight 
attendant for United Airlines, back 
when flight attendants were required 
to be nurses. 

Always interested in nursing and 
travel, she accepted a nursing position 
at a hospital in Aruba. There, she met 
and married John Johnson, and to-
gether, they had four children. 

Alice moved back to the U.S. and 
continued her nursing career at a pri-
vate cancer practice, at a burn hos-
pital, and as a public health nurse for 
vision and hearing tests in schools. 

After her retirement, Alice settled in 
Rancho Bernardo, California, near her 
family, and remains active, attending 
Hope United Methodist Church, square 
dancing with friends, and playing mah-
jong at the Poway Senior Center. 

Her daughter, Elaine, and son-in-law, 
Bill, reached out to me to share her life 
stories worthy of celebration as she be-
comes a centenarian. 

I am overjoyed to wish Alice Johnson 
the very happiest 100th birthday. On 
behalf of the constituents of Califor-
nia’s 52nd District, we honor her self-
less service in World War II, her dedi-
cated career as a nurse, and the joy she 
continuously brings to all who know 
her. 

I wish a happy 100th birthday to 
Alice. She is a treasure to us all. 

f 

HONORING DOLORES GRESHAM 
FOR HER REMARKABLE SERVICE 
TO WEST TENNESSEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, today, I rise to honor a ter-
rific Tennessee leader, State Senator 
Dolores Gresham, who will be retiring 
from public service this year. 

My friend, Senator Dolores Gresham, 
has been a strong leader in west Ten-
nessee for many years, and I have great 
respect for her strong career of service 
and her tireless leadership in edu-
cation. Dolores Gresham has been high-
ly influential in the political, social, 
and civic life in west Tennessee. 

Before she entered public service as 
an elected official, Senator Gresham 
proudly served our country as a mem-
ber of the United States Marine Corps 
and retired at the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. 

A champion for education in Ten-
nessee, Dolores Gresham presided over 
and led the Tennessee State Education 
Committee during a time of great im-
provement in academic achievement in 
the history of the Volunteer State. 

Senator Gresham has proved to ev-
eryone that citizens can make a dif-
ference by being involved in commu-
nity service and by leading by example. 

Roberta and I wish her and her hus-
band, Will, the best in their retire-
ment. We appreciate her friendship, 
and we greatly appreciate her public 
service to the Volunteer State. 
HONORING ANDY HOLT FOR HIS STRONG SERVICE 

TO WEST TENNESSEE 
Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to recognize my 
friend and Tennessee State Representa-
tive Andy Holt. Andy is retiring this 
year from the Tennessee State legisla-
ture. 

Representative Andy Holt has been a 
leader and an outspoken voice in the 
Tennessee State House since his first 
term began in 2011. 

Representative Holt’s work on the 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee, his involvement with the 
Tennessee Farm Bureau—and I can’t 
forget his famous Hogfest—were all 
critical in bringing national attention 
to west Tennessee’s agricultural com-
munity. 

Andy has served as a member of the 
Finance, Ways and Means Sub-
committee, which is a vital committee 
that helps craft the Tennessee State 
budget. 

Andy Holt has also been a strong 
voice in the Tennessee State Capitol 
and has never shied away from speak-
ing and living out his values. 

He was part of numerous monu-
mental pieces of legislation, such as 
the enhanced concealed carry permit 
and the heartbeat bill, and helped suc-
cessfully repeal a portion of the Ten-
nessee professional privilege tax. 

No matter the politics of an issue, 
Andy Holt always stood up for what he 
believed in and always put his west 
Tennessee family values first. 

I am honored to call Andy Holt a 
friend of mine. He truly understands 
and cares about the needs of Ten-
nesseans, and he will be sorely missed 
in the Tennessee State legislature. 

Roberta and I wish Andy, his wife, 
Ellie, and his entire family well as he 
leaves the stage of public service. I 
thank Andy for his faithful service to 
west Tennessee, to Tennessee State 
government, and to the State of Ten-
nessee. 

HONORING MRS. SUZETTE MINK’S PUBLIC 
SERVICE TO WEST TENNESSEE 

Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Su-
zette Mink, from Millington, Ten-
nessee, for her strong service to Shelby 
County government as she is set to re-
tire in a few weeks. 

Suzette’s service to Memphis and 
Shelby County started in 1985 when she 
began working for the Shelby County 
Trustee’s Office. From there, she 
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worked for the Shelby County general 
sessions court clerk, the general ses-
sions criminal court judges’ office, and 
then the general sessions civil court 
judges’ office, where she will retire 
after 17 years of faithful service to 
these judges. 

In 2019, Shelby County Mayor Lee 
Harris awarded Suzette with the 
Shelby County Shining Star Award. 
This award is given to someone who 
has shown exemplary dedication to 
their job within Shelby County govern-
ment, and this award was much de-
served. 

I know I speak on behalf of all of 
Memphis and Shelby County, and the 
judges, when I thank Suzette for her 
service to our community. When I 
think of true public servants, we talk 
about people like Suzette. 

I wish her and her husband, Derrick, 
the best in their retirement. 

f 

HONORING VETERANS COMMUNITY 
LIVING CENTER AT FITZSIMONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. CROW) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the staff and residents of 
the Veterans Community Living Cen-
ter in Aurora, Colorado. This Colorado 
veterans home has cared for veterans, 
veteran spouses, and Gold Star parents 
for over 18 years. 

The staff at Fitzsimons has acted he-
roically during this pandemic, risking 
exposure, facing fears, and continuing 
to show up for their residents and co-
workers. Since March, 26 employees 
have tested positive, and most have re-
turned to work. 

This dedicated team has pioneered 
new ways of connecting veterans to 
their communities, including drive-by 
vintage car shows and coordinating 
phone calls and Skype visits with fam-
ily and friends. 

We do mourn the loss of 25 veterans 
who lost their lives to the virus and 
celebrate the lifetime of selfless service 
all veterans who live at Fitzsimons 
have made. 

It is with pride that I recognize the 
staff and residents at the Veterans 
Community Living Center at 
Fitzsimons. 
RECOGNIZING SALUD FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS’ 

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize the Salud Family Health 
Centers on its 50th anniversary. 

Salud was founded in 1970 to serve 
the migrant and seasonal farmworker 
population living and working in and 
around Fort Lupton, Colorado. Today, 
Salud operates 13 clinics and a mobile 
unit in 10 predominantly rural commu-
nities throughout northern and south-
eastern Colorado, serving over 82,000 
patients annually. 

Salud has grown to provide medical, 
dental, behavioral health, women’s 
care, pediatric care, and on-site phar-
macy services. Prior to COVID, Salud 
also operated 11 school-based sites to 

better serve the needs of the commu-
nity. 

Salud’s mobile unit travels mostly 
rural areas during the evenings to pro-
vide quality healthcare to seasonal and 
migrant workers. In its 50 years, Salud 
has served 2 million patients. 

I am proud to have Salud Family 
Health Centers serving the people of 
the Sixth Congressional District. 

APPLAUDING AURORA MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 
Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

as we observe Hunger Action Month 
throughout September to applaud the 
work of the Aurora Mobile Food Pan-
try. 

While the food pantry is a crucial 
support system to our community at 
the best of times, it has been a lifeline 
to those experiencing hunger during 
the COVID–19 pandemic. 

This summer, Aurora Mobile Food 
Pantry and its community partners, 
along with over 750 volunteers, pro-
vided more than 475,000 meals to our 
community. In addition to providing 
healthy food, more than 30,000 commu-
nity members who visited the mobile 
food pantry received 37,000 pounds of 
pet food, 2,800 books for children, 5,400 
water bottles, and $47,000 worth of dia-
pers and baby wipes. 

All told, the Aurora Mobile Food 
Pantry has provided more than $1 mil-
lion in food to our community during 
COVID–19. It serves as a reminder of 
what can happen when Coloradans 
come together to support one another 
in times of need. 

RECOGNIZING HEROISM OF MANJIT SINGH 
Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize Manjit Singh. 
Manjit Singh immigrated to my dis-

trict from India in 2018 in search of the 
American Dream. On Wednesday, Au-
gust 5, Manjit died a hero. 

After his first day of truck driving 
school, Manjit was with his family and 
friends at Reedley Beach near his new 
home in California. He saw three chil-
dren caught in the current of the Kings 
River and selflessly rushed in to help 
them. 

Manjit did not know how to swim, 
but he knew bravery. Witnesses say he 
helped pull one of the three children to 
safety and endeavored to assist an-
other. 

While all of them have recovered, an 
8-year-old girl named Samantha would 
later lose her life. I grieve for her and 
her family. 

I stand amazed by Manjit’s sacrifice, 
and I am grateful to his community for 
recognizing the heroism he dem-
onstrated that day. I am inspired by 
the humanity and compassion that 
link all of us together. 

f 

DELAYED DIAGNOSIS DUE TO 
COVID–19 PANDEMIC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, during the coronavirus pan-

demic, American doctors, nurses, tech-
nicians, and first responders have cared 
for patients day in and day out. On the 
front lines, medical teams have worked 
tirelessly to care for the coronavirus 
patients under extraordinary cir-
cumstances. 

Across the country, we formed a 
united front against an invisible enemy 
as medical professions of all stripes 
pitched in to help, from volunteering 
their time to donating valuable per-
sonal protective equipment to the 
emergency rooms, the hospitals, and 
the organizations that needed it the 
most. 

As Americans were asked to stay at 
home, teams quickly transitioned to 
telemedicine to provide vital care to 
vulnerable populations. They took the 
initiative and developed creative solu-
tions to ensure that patients could re-
ceive the care that they so much need. 

During this crisis, America’s medical 
community has stepped up during and 
throughout to provide care and save 
lives. They truly, too, are heroes. 

Now, the work continues. We must 
acknowledge a secondary healthcare 
crisis that is occurring in our Nation. 

Beginning in March, many hospitals, 
under the direction of national, State, 
and local authorities, postponed elec-
tive procedures with the goal of slow-
ing the spread of the virus and saving 
the precious PPE and supplies for those 
who needed it the most. 

Americans, following stay-at-home 
orders, delayed important medical 
care, and subsequently, too many have 
suffered negative healthcare outcomes 
that could have been prevented. 

Earlier this spring, I wrote a letter to 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf, urg-
ing him and his administration to 
prioritize the comprehensive health 
needs of all Pennsylvanians during this 
crisis. 

In my experience alone, I have heard 
tragic stories from colleagues whose 
patients have died from cardiac emer-
gencies, from drug overdoses, and from 
other negative outcomes that could 
have been prevented. 

Six months into this crisis, we are 
facing an imminent need to restore 
America’s full access to care, including 
preventive screenings. 

My good friend and colleague, Dr. 
Bruce Waldholtz, is a gastro-
enterologist and also a longtime volun-
teer leader of the American Cancer So-
ciety. Dr. Waldholtz, as a cancer sur-
vivor himself, understands firsthand 
that a doctor, a patient, needs prevent-
ative healthcare. 

As he told me this week: ‘‘Due to the 
COVID restrictions, all nonemergency 
colonoscopies were canceled for several 
months. Literally, hundreds of patients 
in our practice had their colonoscopies 
canceled. This delay, compounded na-
tionally, will result in less screening 
and an increase in colon cancer cases 
right now and in years ahead.’’ 

Colonoscopies and other preventative 
screenings save lives. Elective proce-
dures are not unnecessary, and in 
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many cases, they find disease early be-
fore they can become metastatic and 
cancerous and spread. 

Today, many doctors are playing 
catch-up as they seek to safely provide 
care to their patients. As I said, the 
work continues. 

I urge Americans: Talk to your doc-
tors and schedule the lifesaving 
screenings that can definitely make a 
difference in your healthcare. 

As we continue to combat the 
coronavirus crisis and its many rami-
fications, I thank our medical teams 
for their unwavering dedication to 
American patients. Despite the obsta-
cles we face, together, we can improve 
Americans’ access to the quality 
healthcare and, together, we can save 
lives. 

f 

b 0930 

RECOGNIZING TOM SEAVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of the greatest 
baseball players to ever play the game, 
‘‘Tom Terrific’’ Seaver, a member of 
the Miracle Memorable Mets cham-
pionship season in 1969 that won the 
World Series. He passed away peace-
fully earlier this month. 

A native of my hometown, Fresno, 
California, that has had a lot of terrific 
baseball players, no one ever played 
the game any better than Tom Terrific. 
He was a graduate of Fresno High and 
Fresno City College. During that time, 
he became a first-round draft pick in 
1966. But in between that time, he 
served in the United States Marine 
Corps. 

Of the many seasons that he played 
in baseball, he had 12 All-Star appear-
ances, won multiple Cy Young Awards, 
and was voted into the Baseball Hall of 
Fame when he first became available 
on a near-unanimous decision—a gifted 
and once-in-a-lifetime player. 

As I said, he served honorably in the 
Marine Corps. 

Last year, he retired from public life 
after being diagnosed with dementia. 
His passing has been a terrible loss for 
the community of Fresno and all base-
ball fans across the country. 

Please join me in celebrating the life 
and career of one good person, Tom 
Seaver. 

DEVASTATING CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I also rise 
today to draw attention to the dev-
astating wildfires burning in the West, 
throughout Washington, Oregon, and 
California, and other Western States, 
and, more precisely, this fire, the 
Creek fire, that is burning near my dis-
trict in the central Sierra Nevada. 

Let me first salute the incredible 
men and women, the firefighters, the 
first responders, all of those volunteers 
who are doing their best, over 14,000 of 
them throughout California, and many 
more throughout Western States. They 

are putting their lives on the line try-
ing to protect us and trying to protect 
our forests. 

Last Friday, I toured the devastation 
firsthand and spent 6 hours in the 
southern perimeter of the Creek fire in 
the Shaver and Huntington Lake areas. 
I witnessed the devastating damage 
that has been done, not only in this 
picture that is illustrated here, but the 
many homes that have been lost, as 
you see here, 1400-degree tornado 
firestorms that literally melted homes, 
such as this one here, and many, many 
other structures. 

This summer alone, clearly, has indi-
cated that the numbers of fires that we 
see, not only in California, but 
throughout the West, are growing both 
in quantity and the scope of the devas-
tation. This summer alone, with record 
heat and extreme conditions made 
worse by climate change, California 
has experienced 6 of the largest 20 
wildfires in its history—and, sadly, 
most of those wildfires are still burn-
ing. 

In the foothills in the high Sierra Ne-
vada outside my home in Fresno, Cali-
fornia, the Creek fire continues to 
grow, and we only have, as of today, 
about 15 percent containment. But that 
is similar not only in California but Or-
egon and Washington and other States, 
and it is making the air quality some-
thing that you have to see to under-
stand and believe. When I left Monday, 
the air index was 304. 

So, what must we do? 
We must learn the lessons from these 

devastating fires, these wildfires. And I 
think, first of all, it requires much bet-
ter forest management. We have tried 
to make changes within the U.S. For-
est Service, but much more needs to be 
done in terms of resources to better 
manage our forest. 

We also must do better land manage-
ment planning. We have hundreds and 
thousands of people in the last 30 years 
living where they didn’t live before, 
and it requires better land use plan-
ning. 

And, finally, we must address the 
issues of climate change. When we have 
extended draught periods and dry con-
ditions, the beetle bark and other fac-
tors play into a situation which, in 
California, from Lassen down to Lake 
Isabella, we have over 100 million dead 
trees, and that creates the fuel that 
adds to the problem. 

These are among the lessons that we 
must learn to better manage our for-
ests for future generations to come. 

f 

TREES ARE TRULY AMAZING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the trees, the 
forest they call home, and all Ameri-
cans who live near there. 

In the words of the poet Joyce Kil-
mer: 

I think that I shall never see 
A poem as lovely as a tree. 
A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed 
Against the Earth’s sweet flowing breast. 
A tree that looks at God all day 
And lifts her leaf-filled arms to pray. 
A tree that may in summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair. 
Upon whose bosom snow has lain, 
Who’s intimately lived with rain. 
Poems are made by folks like me, 
But only God can make a tree. 

Mr. Speaker, trees are truly amazing. 
Through the remarkable process of 
photosynthesis, trees take in carbon 
dioxide. They store the carbon in the 
wood, and they release the oxygen back 
for us to breathe. Trees provide us with 
clean air. 

But just as important as clean air, 
trees provide us with clean water. 
Their roots hold the soil together, and 
as water percolates through, they clean 
the water. 

Forests also provide wildlife habitat. 
They provide us places for outdoor 
recreation. Trees provide amazing 
green building products, like mass tim-
ber. Trees provide packaging for ship-
ping. And let us not forget where toilet 
paper comes from. 

No wonder trees are so admired, as 
they should be. However, our beloved 
trees and forests in the West have a dif-
ferent image today, one not of gran-
deur and amazing beauty, but one of 
fuel in an apocalyptic inferno that is 
killing people, destroying homes and 
property, and leaving barren land-
scapes below and choking smoke above. 

Mr. Speaker, unlike the mythical 
Ents of middle-earth in the ‘‘Lord of 
the Rings,’’ our trees cannot speak for 
themselves. I don’t claim to be Dr. 
Seuss’ Lorax, but if trees could talk, I 
believe they would be crying out: Hey, 
humans, stop loving us to death. Hey, 
humans, we need some relief, and you 
are supposed to be taking care of us. 
Hey, Congress, you are killing us, and 
if we die, you die. Please work together 
and apply your husbandry skills to give 
us a chance. When trees win, humans 
win. 

Mr. Speaker, even as the climate 
changes and fire threats increase in the 
West, there is hope if we will just do 
the right thing. That right thing is for-
est management, and it looks different 
on different sites. 

Here is an example of how it looks in 
my home State of Arkansas. This is 
the Felsenthal National Wildlife Man-
agement area. You can see an 
unmanaged forest, the control site. 
You see the thick underbrush, the 
midstory and the understory that is 
too thick. You see the simple manage-
ment practices of thinning out the un-
derstory, doing controlled burns, and 
at the bottom you see what a beautiful, 
healthy forest looks like. 

Here is an example of how it looks in 
California. This is an aerial shot from 
the devastating Camp fire near Para-
dise. This red hatched area, that is 
where the fire burned. This dark red 
line, that is where the fire was stopped. 

You can see this little band right 
here. That was actually a firebreak 
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that was put in place by a private for-
estry company to stop the spread of 
fire onto their land because public 
lands are so mismanaged. 

Here is what that firebreak looked 
like. It was a thinned area where the 
fire came in from this direction. It 
went down to the ground, and firemen 
were actually able to put it out and 
save the forest on the other side. 

That is what sound forest manage-
ment looks like. This is not clear-cut-
ting. It is commonsense, science-based 
management that works. 

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to act— 
not after the election, not the next 
Congress, but now. In the Trillion 
Trees Act, we have outlined policies to 
implement the most basic forest man-
agement practices to the four most 
critical areas: 

The wildland urban interface where 
fire can start, but where breaks can be 
created and we can thin; 

Energy transportation corridors. We 
know fires can start from electric arcs; 

Transportation corridors, where 
trains and cars can create sparks and 
where more humans are near the for-
est; 

And last but not least, in critical wa-
tersheds where the damage is felt long 
after the fires are out. 

For the sake of our forests, our envi-
ronment, and all Americans, I urge 
Congress to act. Pass the Trillion Trees 
Act, and let’s be the good stewards that 
the trees deserve. 

f 

STAND UP FOR SCIENTIFIC 
INTEGRITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
we woke up this morning to another 
1,000 souls lost to coronavirus and the 
Western States are ablaze. Our most 
powerful weapon for combating these 
threats is rigorous, unbiased science. 
And yet this administration continues 
to suppress and misrepresent the work 
of our Federal scientists. 

HHS officials appear to be tampering 
with public health bulletins to suit 
their political narrative. EPA is mis-
representing its own analysts’ work to 
absolve polluters. And just yesterday, 
the President claimed that science 
doesn’t know about the impacts of cli-
mate change. 

If science doesn’t know, who does? 
This cannot go on. My committee has 

been fighting back. Among other ini-
tiatives, we have passed the Scientific 
Integrity Act to make sure that Fed-
eral science is not distorted by politics 
or special interests, no matter who is 
in the White House. 

As we work to make this bill a law, 
I commend all of our Federal scientists 
who remain objective, exacting, and 
transparent in their research: Don’t 
quit. Continue to stand up to scientific 
integrity. Your country needs you. We 
all do. 

b 0945 

HONORING HEALTHCARE HEROES 
AND FRONTLINE WORKERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor our valiant 
frontline workers and healthcare he-
roes who have taken care of their 
neighbors and saved countless lives 
during the COVID–19 pandemic. This 
includes nurses, doctors, pharmacists, 
grocery store workers, truck drivers, 
and anyone who has risen to the occa-
sion to help others during these un-
precedented times. 

In particular, Jane Spence, Larisa 
Barnes, Bobbie Sumner, Amanda King, 
and Lynn Reynolds have exemplified 
remarkable selflessness and courage as 
they work to save lives in the South-
east Georgia Health System. 

Throughout my time in Georgia’s 
First Congressional District, I have 
visited and met countless heroes serv-
ing at Saint Joseph’s Candler Hospital, 
Liberty Regional Medical Center, 
Clinch Memorial Hospital, Memorial 
Health Center in Savannah, Wayne Me-
morial Center, and Winn Army Medical 
Hospital. This has allowed me to gain 
insight into the daily sacrifices they 
make and their commitment to serving 
their communities. 

Doctors and nurses who serve at our 
Veterans Affairs Health Systems are 
deserving of recognition for their out-
standing work, as well. 

In addition to our healthcare heroes, 
I also want to honor leaders and local 
businesses in our communities. 

Individuals like Tom and Rita Boland 
converted their Island Drapes and Up-
holstery business to manufacture thou-
sands of face masks a week. 

I was also encouraged to see the local 
nonprofits in Georgia’s First Congres-
sional District rise up to address the 
many challenges from the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

Specifically, the Computers for a 
Cause movement was formed thanks to 
the beautiful work of United Way of 
Coastal Georgia, Keep Golden Isles 
Beautiful, Communities in Schools, 
and Coastal Outreach partnering with 
Coastal Computer Consulting to gather 
and donate computers for children who 
don’t have access to one. 

This allowed countless children to 
continue their education when schools 
were closed. These folks were working 
day in and day out risking their own 
health and safety and spending time 
away from their families and friends to 
serve us. 

I want to express my deep gratitude 
for the work that they do to make 
America great, and I am honored to 
call them my friends and neighbors. 

HONORING PRESTON G. EXLEY 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to remember and honor 
the life of Mr. Preston Exley of Spring-
field, Georgia, who passed away at the 
age of 81 on September 10. 

Mr. Exley was a selfless leader in 
every area of his life who was loved by 
many. 

Mr. Exley worked for the Savannah 
Sugar Refinery for 40 years and retired 
in 1997. 

Preston loved the Lord, and his life 
was a testament to that. Preston was 
an active member of Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church and served in a variety 
of roles, including Sunday school su-
perintendent, president of the Men’s 
Group, and a member of the Church 
Council. 

Preston was committed to serving 
his country through his service with 
the Georgia Army National Guard for 
23 years, and he retired as a captain. 

Preston was also dedicated to im-
proving education in his community 
during his time serving on the 
Effingham County School Board from 
1980 until 1994, and he later went on to 
serve as Effingham County Chief Mag-
istrate Judge for 12 years. 

Included in his long list of pursuits, 
Preston was a farmer for many years in 
his home place in Clyo. 

Impressively, Preston was past presi-
dent of the Effingham County Young 
Farmers, a member of the County 
Board of Directors, and served as the 
Springfield Chapter President. 

Preston was also a loyal family man, 
who prioritized his family above all 
else. 

I am thankful for the selfless life 
Preston lived, and I know his legacy 
will continue in Springfield for years 
to come. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to his family, friends, and all who 
knew him during these challenging 
times. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 48 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Lord, merciful God, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon those 
throughout our country who are suf-
fering so much, more each day. Keep 
safe the firefighters out West. Keep 
safe those who are responding to the 
destruction of Hurricane Sally on the 
Gulf Coast. Listen to the cries of those 
who have lost so much as a result of 
these natural disasters, even as the 
COVID pandemic wreaks its havoc in 
our communities. 
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Here in the Capitol, impel with Your 

spirit the Members of Congress who, 
more than any others, have the oppor-
tunity to address our Nation’s needs. 
Give them the wisdom and courage to 
do so, working as a united force for 
good in these times. Lord, have mercy. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 

4(a) of House Resolution 967, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. SLOTKIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 
The SPEAKER laid before the House 

the following communication: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENTARIAN, 
Washington, DC, September 11, 2020. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I am writing to in-
form you of my retirement as Parliamen-
tarian of the House, effective September 30, 
2020. It has been a great honor to serve the 
House for more than 25 years. I am especially 
grateful for the privilege of working with a 
professional and inspiring team of col-
leagues. 

In addition to the daily counsel provided in 
the chamber of this august body, our office’s 
role in assisting the invaluable work of the 
House Democracy Partnership is a source of 
particular pride. The contributions of the 
HDP to legislative strengthening and demo-
cratic reform have made a lasting impact 
across the globe. The support provided by 
successive Speakers and the tireless work of 
Representative Price and the other members 
of the HDP are manifested in the remarkable 
strides witnessed in the now 21 partner coun-
tries. 

I have been humbled to be part of the of-
fice’s tradition of nonpartisan education and 
scholarship about the procedures and history 
of this House—the body closest to the people 
in our Federal government. From complying 
with the statutory requirement to publish 
the parliamentary precedents to hours spent 
in the Hall of the House with Members, stu-
dents, and visitors, the office has been stead-
fast in our commitment to transparency in 
the ‘‘People’s House.’’ This commitment is 
the bedrock of our democratic tradition. 

Finally, I thank my wife and family for 
their love and support during my tenure. 

Sincerely yours, 
THOMAS J. WICKHAM, Jr. 

f 

APPOINTMENT AS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 
The SPEAKER. With great apprecia-

tion to our Parliamentarian, Thomas 

J. Wickham, Jr., pursuant to section 
287(a) of title 2, United States Code, the 
Chair appoints as Parliamentarian of 
the House of Representatives Jason A. 
Smith to succeed Thomas J. Wickham, 
resigned. 

With congratulations to Jason Smith 
and thanks and gratitude to Thomas 
Wickham. Thank you. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING JAMES BUTLER III 

(Ms. SLOTKIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to remember James Butler 
III of East Lansing, Michigan. 

Lovingly known as the Godfather of 
Lansing, Mr. Butler lived a life of serv-
ice that began when he was born into a 
Navy family in 1943. 

His achievements speak for them-
selves. He was called to serve in the 
Army, finishing top of his class as a 
noncommissioned officer at Fort 
Benning. He served in Vietnam, earn-
ing two Purple Hearts and four Bronze 
Stars for heroism in combat. 

However, if you really want to know 
who James Butler was, listen to the 
words he promised while serving: ‘‘If I 
make it back, I will give back.’’ 

Well, he made it back, and he spent 
the next 30 years working at IBM, mov-
ing to Michigan and breaking barriers 
as the first Black man to hold an exec-
utive-level position at the company. 

Even in retirement, Mr. Butler an-
swered the call to serve, working under 
former Governor Granholm as the di-
rector of the Michigan Broadband De-
velopment Authority. 

In short, Mr. Butler lived a life of 
giving back. For his work, he was rec-
ognized by too many organizations to 
list at this time. 

But for those who knew him best, 
Rishan, his wife of 52 years, his three 
kids and seven grandkids, he was a 
good and kind man, and he will be 
dearly missed by all. 

f 

CONDEMN LAWLESSNESS AND 
STAND WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I 
cannot believe that this week, under 
the leadership of my colleagues on the 
Democrat side, under Speaker PELOSI, 
we are actually going to vote on a reso-
lution condemning people for using the 
place of origin to distinguish this novel 
virus. We are going to use our time and 
the formal declaration of this great 
body to do that instead of condemning 
the lawlessness and the violence that is 
ravaging our once-great American cit-
ies. 

I think that is unacceptable by all 
standards. I think we have plenty of 
opportunity to stand with our law en-
forcement officers who risk their lives, 
the law-abiding citizens who are having 
their rights trampled, and say no more. 

I have the David Dorn Act and the 
Patrick Underwood Act. Both men 
died, being murdered in cold blood by 
these violent protesters. This would in-
crease penalties and accountability for 
the folks who consider even thinking 
about doing that in the future. 

We also have a resolution to condemn 
this lawlessness. I hope my colleagues 
can join me on that. 

f 

MARKING ADDICTION AND 
RECOVERY MONTH 

(Mr. TRONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TRONE. Madam Speaker, one in 
seven people will experience addiction 
in their lifetime. 

Last year, over 70,000 people died 
from a drug overdose. Over the last 3 
years, it is over 200,000 people. 

Addiction is a national crisis for 
which we will not find a vaccine. 

Last week, I spoke with patients in 
recovery across western Maryland. The 
reality of COVID–19 is making recovery 
much harder. 

Today, we are coming together in 
Congress as Team America for a day of 
action we are calling Congress Goes 
Purple. 

Together, we are wearing purple to 
show our support for those in recovery. 
Together, we are raising awareness to 
combat the stigma around addiction. 
And together, we will do everything we 
can to support those in recovery. 

Madam Speaker, to those in recov-
ery, never be afraid to speak up and 
ask for help. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL PROS-
TATE CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize September as 
National Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

This year, an estimated 191,930 men 
in our Nation will be diagnosed with 
prostate cancer. 

As a survivor of this disease, I know 
firsthand the challenges families face 
when they decide which testing, treat-
ments, and coverage options are right 
for them. 

That is why I proudly support legis-
lation like the Preexisting Protections 
Act to ensure those with preexisting 
conditions have access to affordable 
care. 

Prostate cancer is the most common 
cancer among American men, but the 
good news is that as innovation and 
technology continue to evolve, fewer 
men are dying after the diagnosis. 
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Identifying signs from the outset is 

critical so that it can be treated and 
stopped before further spread. I am im-
mensely grateful to be alive today, 
thanks to early detection. 

I encourage all men in the 25th Dis-
trict to talk with their healthcare pro-
viders and participate in regular 
screenings. 

I am committed to helping win the 
fight against cancer, and together, we 
can beat this disease. 

In God we trust. 
f 

BEING BETTER STEWARDS OF 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, natural disasters ripping 
through the Nation today are urgent 
reminders that we must be better stew-
ards of the natural environment, in-
cluding the Great Lakes. 

Yet, recent actions of the Trump ad-
ministration’s Environmental Protec-
tion Agency do just the opposite. 

In August, the EPA issued a rule al-
lowing the release of toxic metals, like 
arsenic and mercury, into lakes, rivers, 
and streams near power plants that use 
them. 

This is the wrong strategy and is bad 
for America and bad for Americans. 
For decades, communities across west-
ern New York have been working to-
gether to bring back waterways, like 
the Buffalo River, that were once de-
clared ecologically dead due to toxic 
industrial pollution. 

Successful efforts like the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative solidified 
the Federal role to improve water qual-
ity in the Great Lakes, restore aquatic 
habitat, and provide new recreational 
opportunities for all. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly oppose 
the EPA’s destructive policies, and I 
urge my colleagues to recommit them-
selves to prioritizing long-term sus-
tainability of the natural environment. 

f 

HONORING EDWARD M. 
BARTHOLOMEW, JR. 

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Edward M. Bar-
tholomew, Jr., for his life of service to 
the city of Glens Falls, Warren County, 
and the entire north country region. 

Ed served in many important roles 
over the course of his over-40-year ca-
reer. He was elected mayor of the city 
of Glens Falls at the age of 28. He set 
to work revitalizing the community, 
making the civic center a success, 
building a modern baseball park, im-
proving critical infrastructure, and es-
tablishing the Greater Glens Falls 
Transit System. 

He cemented his reputation as some-
one who can grasp all aspects of a chal-

lenge and accomplish his objectives de-
spite daunting obstacles. 

In 2010, after spending time in the 
State senate, Ed returned to lead the 
Economic Development Corporation of 
Warren County, where he had been 
working tirelessly throughout the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

Ed Bartholomew was an extraor-
dinary leader for the Warren County 
community and beyond. He was an ab-
solute joy and privilege to work with, 
and he will be sorely missed. 

I am honored to recognize his leader-
ship in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on 
behalf of New York’s 21st Congres-
sional District. Our prayers go out to 
his friends and family during this dif-
ficult time. 

f 

CELEBRATING PHILADELPHIA GAY 
NEWS 

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate one of the long-
est running weekly newspapers in 
Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Gay 
News, which has been dedicated to lift-
ing the voices of the LGBTQ commu-
nity since 1976. 

PGN was founded by a pioneer for the 
LGBTQ community, Mark Segal, and 
has provided reliable and accessible 
news ever since. 

PGN has been at the heart of the 
fight for equality, diving into the chal-
lenges facing LGBTQ people and lifting 
up their vices. 

At the height of the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, PGN was vital to ensuring peo-
ple had the information and resources 
they needed to make informed deci-
sions about their safety, health, and 
well-being. 

Today, PGN is the largest East Coast 
LGBTQ newspaper, with over 25,000 
weekly readers. In a recent interview, 
Mr. Segal said that this journey was 
not without struggle. ‘‘At times, we 
had to fight to keep the doors open,’’ 
but PGN pressed on. 

In March, PGN was awarded a histor-
ical marker to honor the remarkable 
impact this paper has had. Just last 
week, PGN was awarded the best over-
all nondaily newspaper by the Society 
of Professional Journalists. 

We are grateful for the leadership of 
Philadelphia Gay News and its founder, 
Mark Segal. 

To the entire PGN family, congratu-
lations, and keep making good trouble. 

f 

b 1015 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
FARIS VIRANI 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, in his 9 
years with us, Faris Virani used his 
short life to paint a masterpiece. 

At 6 years old, he was told he had 
Ewing sarcoma, a deadly, aggressive 
form of childhood cancer. He never 
complained or asked, ‘‘Why me?’’ He 
was thankful to God for the gift of life. 

When his family and friends felt 
down, he picked them up with his 
trademark line, ‘‘Let’s go with the 
flow.’’ Faris and his mom, Asha, going 
with the flow. 

He knew his short life was going to 
make this world better, and that life 
became the force behind his Ewing Sar-
coma Center at Texas Children’s Hos-
pital that bears his name. 

He was frustrated that every Sep-
tember Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month and its gold color were largely 
forgotten by the American people. He 
said: ‘‘Mom, when I grow up, I will let 
there be gold.’’ 

Faris, we hear you and, in unison, we 
say, ‘‘Let there be gold.’’ 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I will 
say, in memory of Faris, please, let 
there be gold. Celebrate this young 
man’s life. 

God bless Faris Virani. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF NORMANDIA 
MALDONADO 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in recognition of a great lady, 
Normandia Maldonado, an icon in Do-
minican culture, and my bill, H.R. 3870, 
which renames the post office located 
at 511 West 165th Street in Washington 
Heights, New York, in her name. The 
bill passed unanimously on this floor. 

Maldonado is renowned for her dec-
ades of artistic leadership within the 
Dominican diaspora in New York City. 
She founded Club Civico y Cultural 
Juan Pablo Duarte and Centro Cultural 
Ballet Quisqueya, as well as helped es-
tablish the first Dominican parade in 
New York City. 

In the wake of the administration’s 
unprecedented attacks on the Postal 
Service, I am honored to enshrine Ms. 
Maldonado’s altruistic spirit, fortitude, 
commitment, and community service 
with this designation. She was the 
queen of merengue, the queen of dance 
and folklore. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP KEEPS PEACE 
PROMISES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, yesterday marks an 
historic turning point for the Middle 
East and north Africa. For the first 
time, Arab nations have pursued peace 
with the Jewish state with the motive 
of friendly relations with Israel—no 
land for peace, no confidence-building 
measures, simply peace in exchange for 
peace for the very first time. 
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I was grateful to be at the White 

House for the signing of the landmark 
agreements brokered by President Don-
ald Trump between the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, and Israel. Seeing 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
alongside UAE Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan 
and Bahraini Foreign Minister Dr. 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani was 
inspiring. 

Under the leadership of President 
Trump, the Middle East is a new chap-
ter, an opportunity for peace and pros-
perity. 

Thank you to President Trump, Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo, Jared 
Kushner, and all others who achieved 
this historic advance for peace. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
CARLTON HASELRIG 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the memory of an amazing Johnstown, 
Cambria County native, Carlton 
Haselrig. 

An incredibly accomplished athlete, 
Carlton excelled in both wrestling and 
football. In high school, he was an 
undefeated wrestler and State cham-
pion. 

At the University of Pittsburgh- 
Johnstown, Haselrig became the most 
decorated wrestler in NCAA history, 
with a total of six NCAA national 
championships. 

In 1989, Haselrig was drafted by the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, despite never hav-
ing played in a college football game. 

Haselrig returned home to coach 
football and wrestling at Greater 
Johnstown, his high school. He dedi-
cated his time to the youth in his com-
munity, openly talking about his past 
struggles with addiction and mentoring 
hundreds. 

His wife said: ‘‘He never wanted to be 
the star that he became. He just want-
ed to be Carlton Haselrig from Johns-
town—a family man, a husband, and a 
dad.’’ 

Sadly, Haselrig passed away this 
summer. Even in death, Haselrig con-
tinues to give back, having donated his 
brain for chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy research. 

May God bless Carlton and his fam-
ily. 

f 

EQUITY AND INCLUSION 
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2019 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and insert extraneous 

materials on H.R. 2574, the Equity and 
Inclusion Enforcement Act of 2019. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
DINGELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 

Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution 
1107, I call up the bill (H.R. 2574) to 
amend title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 to restore the right to indi-
vidual civil actions in cases involving 
disparate impact, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 1107, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, modi-
fied by the amendment printed in part 
A of House Report 116–502, is adopted 
and the bill, as amended, is considered 
read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 2574 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Equity and In-
clusion Enforcement Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. RESTORATION OF RIGHT TO CIVIL ACTION 

IN DISPARATE IMPACT CASES 
UNDER TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS ACT OF 1964. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 
U.S.C. 2000d et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 607. The violation of any regulation re-
lating to disparate impact issued under section 
602 shall give rise to a private civil cause of ac-
tion for its enforcement to the same extent as 
does an intentional violation of the prohibition 
of section 601.’’. 
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF MONITORS UNDER 

TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 
OF 1964. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 
U.S.C. 2000d et seq.) is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘SEC. 608. (a) Each recipient shall— 
‘‘(1) designate at least one employee to coordi-

nate its efforts to comply with requirements 
adopted pursuant to section 602 and carry out 
the responsibilities of the recipient under this 
title, including any investigation of any com-
plaint alleging the noncompliance of the recipi-
ent with such requirements or alleging any ac-
tions prohibited under this title; and 

‘‘(2) notify its students and employees of the 
name, office address, and telephone number of 
each employee designated under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(b) In this section, the term ‘recipient’ means 
a recipient referred to in section 602 that oper-
ates an education program or activity receiving 
Federal financial assistance authorized or ex-
tended by the Secretary of Education.’’. 
SEC. 4. SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR EQUITY AND IN-

CLUSION. 
Section 202(b) of the Department of Education 

Organization Act (20 U.S.C. 3412(b)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3), the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) There shall be in the Department, a Spe-
cial Assistant for Equity and Inclusion who 
shall be appointed by the Secretary. The Special 
Assistant shall promote, coordinate, and evalu-
ate efforts to engender program compliance with 

title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
2000d et seq.) and inform individuals of their 
rights under such Act, including the dissemina-
tion of information, technical assistance, and 
coordination of research activities, in a manner 
consistent with such Act. The Special Assistant 
shall advise both the Secretary and Deputy Sec-
retary on matters relating to compliance with 
title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
2000d et seq.).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill, 
as amended, shall be debatable for 1 
hour equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
the Equity and Inclusion Enforcement 
Act. This legislation will restore the 
right of students and parents to ad-
dress racial inequities in public 
schools. 

This legislation comes over 66 years 
after the Supreme Court ruled in 1954, 
in the Brown v. Board of Education 
case, that in the field of education, the 
doctrine of separate but equal has no 
place. Separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal. 

This comes just 4 years after the 
General Accountability Office found 
that racial segregation in public 
schools is now as bad it was in the 1960s 
and getting worse. 

For almost 40 years, the courts inter-
preted the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
title VI, as granting students and par-
ents the right to bring discrimination 
claims against public schools and any 
other entities receiving Federal funds 
for discriminatory policies and prac-
tices. 

Victims of federally funded discrimi-
nation could use title VI to challenge 
both discriminatory policies and prac-
tices that were created with the intent 
to discriminate and policies and prac-
tices that, while neutral on their face, 
had the effect of discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, or national origin. 

To be clear, the mere presence of the 
policy’s disproportionate impact does 
not alone constitute a violation of title 
VI, but allowing communities to use 
disparate impact analysis equipped 
them with an important tool to combat 
systemic inequities for decades. 

Unfortunately, in its 2001 decision in 
the case of Alexander v. Sandoval, the 
Supreme Court stripped private citi-
zens, including students and parents, of 
their right to bring disparate impact 
claims against schools and other feder-
ally funded programs. While this ruling 
did not invalidate the use of disparate 
impact analysis to prove discrimina-
tion, it reserved that power to pursue 
such claims to the Federal Government 
through administrative enforcement of 
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title VI. In other words, this long-
standing protection against discrimi-
nation in federally funded programs, 
including education, can now only be 
enforced if the administration in power 
so chooses. 

The effect of this ruling on anti-
discrimination enforcement has been 
particularly acute in education. Since 
2001, we have seen an increase in racial 
isolation in public schools and a de-
crease in resource equity. As a result, 
African-American and Hispanic chil-
dren disproportionately attend schools 
that are both majority minority and 
underresourced. 

Whether this trend has been inten-
tional or not is immaterial, but we do 
know that discrimination in 2020 is not 
the same as it was in 1964. Discrimina-
tion increasingly comes in the form of 
coded terminology, structural inequal-
ity, and implicit bias rather than ex-
plicit bigotry. So students and parents 
must be empowered to hold schools ac-
countable for policies and practices 
that deny students access to quality 
education based on their race, color, or 
national origin whether or not they 
can prove the discriminatory policies 
were intentionally imposed. 

Understandably, parents and stu-
dents have been expressing confusion 
and frustration because they can no 
longer use the Civil Rights Act to chal-
lenge discriminatory policies and prac-
tices in their schools. 

b 1030 

By ceding this right to the Federal 
Government, the Supreme Court ma-
jority in Sandoval opened the door to 
civil rights enforcement becoming a 
political issue instead of a right. While 
the Office of Civil Rights, the OCR, at 
the Department of Education is staffed 
with career attorneys, it is led by a po-
litical appointee. This department has 
repeatedly shown its reluctance to en-
force and defend the civil rights of all 
students. 

Our core civil rights protections 
should not be up for a vote every 4 
years. To that end, the Equity and In-
clusion Enforcement Act would restore 
the private right of action of students 
and parents to bring a title VI dis-
crimination claim based on disparate 
impact and hold schools accountable 
for providing equal access to quality 
education for all students. 

The legislation also requires school 
districts and institutions of higher 
learning to appoint a title VI monitor 
to ensure that at least one employee is 
responsible for ensuring compliance 
with the law. This includes, at a min-
imum, investigating complaints of dis-
crimination based on race, color, or na-
tional origin. This provision in the bill 
is modeled after title IX officers in 
school settings. The legislation’s aim is 
for title VI monitors to foster a culture 
of compliance, similar to what we now 
have under title IX. 

Finally, the bill creates an assistant 
secretary in the Department of Edu-
cation to coordinate and promote title 

VI compliance. History has shown that 
we cannot support historically dis-
advantaged students or close persistent 
achievement gaps without robust civil 
rights enforcement. This is particu-
larly true as public schools become 
more segregated, more segregated than 
they were in the 1960s and as the 
COVID–19 pandemic exacerbates in-
equitable access to quality education 
for underserved students. 

Today, we have the opportunity to 
restore and strengthen critical civil 
rights protections by passing the Eq-
uity and Inclusion Enforcement Act. 

Nearly seven decades after the Su-
preme Court’s landmark decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education which 
struck down school segregation, this 
bill would bring us one step closer to 
delivering on its promise of equity in 
education. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in oppo-
sition to H.R. 2574, the Equity and In-
clusion Enforcement Act. 

My Republican and Democrat col-
leagues agree that separate is not and 
never was equal; racism is wrong; seg-
regation is wrong. I am going to repeat 
that. My Republican and Democrat col-
leagues agree that separation is not 
and never was equal; racism is wrong; 
segregation is wrong. Although this 
body has taken measures to ensure rac-
ism and segregation are not to be toler-
ated, its lingering effects still persist. 

We continue to strive toward a future 
where all students, regardless of race 
or color, have the chance to succeed. 
While there is more work to be done, 
the bill before us takes the wrong ap-
proach. This bill seeks to create a pri-
vate right of action for disparate im-
pact claims under section 602 of title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Title 
VI protects federally funded programs 
and entities from discriminating on the 
basis of race, color, or national origin. 

While the Democrats will falsely 
characterize this bill as restoring a 
right—and, indeed, my colleague has 
just done that—in reality this bill radi-
cally alters civil rights law without 
giving any consideration to its poten-
tial ramifications. 

The leftist Center for American 
Progress called title VI and disparate 
income impact claims the ‘‘sleeping 
giant of civil rights laws’’ that are a 
‘‘potentially powerful tool’’ to advance 
liberal goals through activist litiga-
tion. 

While title VI is most used in the 
context of education, the law itself is 
not confined to that issue. Title VI ap-
plies to any program or entity that re-
ceives Federal funding, which would in-
clude education, policing, employment, 
and healthcare, the list goes on and on. 

This is more than an education bill. 
Despite its far-reaching implications, 
Democrats deprived the committee of 

primary jurisdiction any opportunity 
to debate or consider this bill. That is 
a really important point to consider, 
Madam Speaker. 

As the Republican leader of the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee, the con-
sequences of this legislation within the 
education community are very clear. 
The creation of a private right of ac-
tion would lead to additional burdens 
on already taxed State and local agen-
cies, especially school systems who 
would have to defend themselves 
against tenuous allegations advanced 
by parents and activists. Through such 
lawsuits, these activists could require 
State and local governments to adopt a 
myriad of policies that Congress and 
State and local lawmakers never au-
thorized or intended and cost those en-
tities a lot of money paid to trial law-
yers. 

H.R. 2574 also creates a new special 
assistant for equity and inclusion at 
the Department of Education. Rather 
than create multiple siloed positions 
competing for resources and attention, 
committee Republicans believe an inte-
grated approach to the Education De-
partment’s equity and inclusion efforts 
would lead to better results. 

Republicans and Democrats largely 
agree on the importance of equality 
and integrated schools. Unfortunately, 
instead of working toward a bipartisan 
solution, H.R. 2574 is the result of 
Democrats’ choosing a partisan path. 

The question is whether in the long 
run these ideas will have helped or hurt 
the ongoing effort to achieve greater 
equality for children. H.R. 2574 fails on 
this front. Committee Republicans be-
lieve no effort to erase the evil legacy 
of segregation and discrimination can 
be complete without eliminating the 
State’s ability to trap students in low- 
performing schools. 

Instead of debating this bill, we 
should look at bipartisan solutions 
that help expand educational freedom 
for all families. We know that school 
choice gives parents and families the 
opportunity to break the cycle of pov-
erty and enroll their child in an insti-
tution that challenges them, develops 
their skills and intellect, and encour-
ages them to reach higher. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

The gentlewoman is exactly right. 
This will have ramifications that 
school districts will have to defend 
longstanding policies where they have 
a clear, provable disparate impact 
against minority children but the par-
ents can’t prove that it was imposed 
with discriminatory intent, and this 
administration won’t do anything 
about it until they are just stuck. 

Yes, if this bill passes, the parents 
will be able to come forth and say that 
the Black children are stuck in woe-
fully inadequate schools while the 
White children are not. Yes, they 
should have to defend themselves if 
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you can prove it. They ought to have 
their day in court. They can prove that 
the policy is having a disparate impact 
on their children, and according to the 
Sandoval decision they have to wait for 
this Department of Education to do 
something about it. 

On school choice, the recent studies 
have shown that when you don’t very 
carefully regulate it, you can actually 
have more school segregation in school 
choice than you have now. 

The question on achievement is 
mixed. There are some studies a few 
years ago that said on average school 
choice produced results that were aver-
age. More recent studies have shown 
that on average school choice produces 
achievement numbers that are worse 
than average. So that is not a road we 
should be going down. We should make 
sure that people, if they prove dis-
crimination, have their day in court. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, our colleagues say 
that this administration is doing noth-
ing to help minority students. One of 
the biggest things that we could do to 
help minority students is to give them 
a choice about where to go to school. 
We talked about this yesterday, and we 
are talking about it again today. Mi-
nority students thrive in charter 
schools. Recent test scores show these 
students doing much better. 

Our colleagues are saying that choice 
creates segregation. I don’t believe 
that, Madam Speaker. Choice creates 
the opportunity for success, and we 
know that. The research shows that 
over and over again. We can look at 
New York City and the results that 
Success Academy is getting for the stu-
dents there. They are primarily minor-
ity students—but it is because minor-
ity parents are choosing to send their 
children there—and they are suc-
ceeding. They are graduating at a very 
high rate; they are going to college at 
a very high rate. So giving choice to 
children of all races and all economic 
groups results in better achievement. 
That cannot be denied. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, the question of seg-
regation of school choice is not what 
the Democrats are saying; it is what 
the studies have shown, that there is 
more likely to be segregation when you 
give people the choice. That is why 
freedom of choice was thrown out by 
the Supreme Court as an answer to 
Brown v. Board of Education many 
years ago. 

You have Whites choosing the White 
schools, Blacks choosing the White 
schools, social isolation taking place, 
and nature taking its course. That is 
why you need the right to integrate the 
schools, and you can’t do it with school 
choice. 

Madam Speaker, I think the question 
is clear. We have a lot of schools where 
the distribution of resources is done 
clearly along racial lines, and because 
you can’t prove that it is with dis-
criminatory intent, you can’t do any-
thing about it. So that is why you need 
the bill, and I would hope that we 
would pass the bill to let those who can 
prove that they are being discrimi-
nated against have their day in court. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I have before me 
some very, very excellent results in 
terms of freedom of choice programs, 
and I would like to share those with 
the body. 

The largest private school choice pro-
gram in America got more solid evi-
dence of its effectiveness Monday. The 
lower-income, mostly minority stu-
dents using the Florida tax credit 
scholarship to attend private schools 
are up to 43 percent more likely to en-
roll in 4-year colleges than White stu-
dents in public schools and up to 20 
percent more likely to earn bachelor’s 
degrees according to a new study re-
leased Monday by the Urban Institute. 

I don’t think the Urban Institute is a 
conservative group. 

The outcomes are even stronger for 
students who use the scholarship 4 or 
more years. Those students are up to 99 
percent more likely to attend a 4-year 
college than their public-school peers 
and up to 45 percent more likely to 
earn bachelor’s degrees. The new find-
ings build on a 2017 study that was the 
first of its kind, but also more limited. 

The previous study found scholarship 
students were more likely to enroll in 
college and earn associate’s degrees, 
but not significantly more likely to 
earn 4-year degrees. However, the 2017 
study included only data from public 
colleges in Florida, and the researchers 
cautioned that as a result our results 
may understate the true impact of FTC 
participation on college enrollment 
and degree attainment. 

Madam Speaker, this is solid evi-
dence that having programs like the 
Florida Student Scholarship Program 
is working for minority and low-in-
come students. And I find it incredible 
that our colleagues continually come 
out on the side of teacher unions, trial 
lawyers, and others who want to see 
gains for themselves but no gains for 
the children they should be serving. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1045 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as she may 
consume to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LEE). 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam 
Speaker, let me thank Chairman SCOTT 
for his tremendous leadership in put-
ting forth this legislation. But also, 
just for his staying very vigilant as it 

relates to the issues of Black and 
Brown students in our country, and the 
power that we need to push back 
against systemic racism and really 
what it is, is creeping school segrega-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in total sup-
port of H.R. 2574, the Equity and Inclu-
sion Enforcement Act. 

Just a little bit of history of myself. 
I was born and raised in El Paso, Texas, 
and schools were segregated when I 
started school. My family fought with 
the NAACP, and I believe El Paso was 
the first city in Texas to desegregate 
public schools. 

Fast forward, my mother, Mildred 
Parish Massey, she was one of the first 
12 students to integrate into the Uni-
versity of Texas at El Paso. I know 
from personal experience the struggles 
and the fights that all of us mounted 
just so we could have access to public 
education. 

And now, fast forward to 2020, seg-
regation in our Nation’s schools is 
growing. 

We have turned the clock back im-
measurably. It can no longer be ig-
nored. Over the last three decades, Af-
rican-American students have increas-
ingly found themselves in intensely 
segregated schools, and we knew un-
raveling segregation in schools was 
going to be a long struggle. This seg-
regation, though, is a product of a 
number of factors, including housing 
segregation, economic inequality, all 
tied to structural racism in our coun-
try. 

But while structural racism pervades 
so many elements of our society, it is 
really especially appalling in edu-
cation, because we know that inte-
grated schools help reduce racial preju-
dice and tension over the years. 

Public education is supposed to be 
the great leveler in our society. 
Schools are supposed to be the pathway 
where hard work and knowledge pro-
vide new pathways of opportunity. In-
stead, this growing segregation fuels 
the perpetual worsening systemic ra-
cial and ethnic wealth gap that exists 
in our Nation. It robs students of their 
future, and it makes a mockery, really, 
of the values of opportunity and the 
hard work that we hold dear. 

And what I think many of us weren’t 
prepared for was the idea that we were 
going to have to fight tooth and nail 
now, which was a battle we fought in 
the 1950s and 1960s. We are fighting 
those battles again to make our own 
Federal Department of Education take 
this issue seriously. My God. 

Madam Speaker, for three-and-a-half 
years, from my seat on the Committee 
on Appropriations, I have asked Sec-
retary DeVos over and over and over 
again to take this issue seriously. But 
after years of dissembling and delay 
from the Secretary, I have begun to 
question her commitment to ensuring 
the rights of equal education for kids 
in America—that includes Black and 
Brown kids. And I asked her, does she 
really care about the civil rights of 
these young people? 
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And it is really the refusal by Sec-

retary DeVos to acknowledge the clear 
evidence of increasing segregation. 
This is part of the reason why this bill 
is so important, and we need to act 
today. 

The Equity and Inclusion Enforce-
ment Act is one piece of the puzzle to 
start pushing back on segregation in 
schools. It allows parents of children 
most adversely affected by this grow-
ing racial and ethnic segregation to 
pursue legal action against a local ju-
risdiction to fix the problem. 

Without a private right of action, 
students of color face countless forms 
of irreparable damage without any 
remedy that they can use to seek jus-
tice. 

The bill would further provide that 
education programs that receive Fed-
eral financial assistance must des-
ignate at least one compliance coordi-
nator to focus on reducing segregation 
and investigate complaints. 

And so if we truly want to turn the 
corner, turn the corner on the legacy of 
school segregation and unequal oppor-
tunity, we have a responsibility to put 
power back into the hands of parents 
and students to fight injustice and 
claim their right to a quality public 
education. 

Madam Speaker, I hope my col-
leagues will vote for H.R. 2574, and I 
thank the chairman for bringing forth 
this very important bill. I am so sorry 
that we have to do this once again. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. I stated in my opening 
comments, Republicans do not believe 
in segregation. Segregation was not 
good for this country. But segregation 
was settled, we believe, despite what 
has been said by our colleagues, by 
Brown v. Board of Education. 

I find it very interesting that this 
bill is about a private right of action 
and, yet, it has become the discussion 
about segregation and about, again, 
Secretary DeVos and what she has or 
has not done. My knowledge of the Sec-
retary is that she has worked all her 
life to expand opportunities for low-in-
come and minority students. That is 
what giving choice to those students 
and those parents is all about—expand-
ing opportunities for them to choose 
where to go to school. And we even 
know that when we expand opportuni-
ties and we have school choice, that 
even the public schools get better. 

I just read statistics about what is 
happening in Florida, the largest place 
for school choice and for scholarships 
for low income and minority students 
to choose where they want to go to 
school. It shows what a great gift that 
has been to them, and how poorly, un-
fortunately, the students in the public 
schools are doing. 

Consigning students to public schools 
and not giving them a choice is not a 
good thing. It is totally unfair. But 
this bill is about a private right of ac-
tion, which the Supreme Court has said 
does not exist in this legislation—the 
legislation that already exists. 

What it is is a gift to trial lawyers. 
And the implication is, from what we 
are hearing, is to go back to unequal 
opportunity. That is not what we want 
for low-income and minority children, 
or any children in this country. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, Democrats have 
made a habit of letting bipartisan solu-
tions fall by the wayside in lieu of par-
tisan politics in an attempt to help 
those who help them. The Equity and 
Inclusion Enforcement Act is no excep-
tion. Republicans and Democrats agree 
on the importance of equality and inte-
grated schools. I am going to repeat 
that again. Republicans and Democrats 
agree on the importance of equality 
and integrated schools. Unfortunately, 
instead of working toward a bipartisan 
solution, H.R. 2574 is the result of 
Democrats choosing a partisan path. 

The creation of a private right of ac-
tion could lead to additional burdens 
on school systems who would have to 
defend themselves against tenuous al-
legations advanced by activist lawyers 
and does nothing to eliminate the 
State’s ability to track students in 
low-performing schools. 

This bill is designed to score political 
points rather than build on a history of 
bipartisan and bicameral solutions to 
racial inequality and discrimination. 

For these reasons, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote 
on H.R. 2574, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, may I inquire how much time 
I have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
TORRES of California). The gentleman 
from Virginia has 161⁄2 minutes remain-
ing. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I want to say a few 
words about what the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights found, since the rank-
ing member mentioned the Secretary 
of Education, Betsy DeVos, by name. 

It found that the Secretary of Edu-
cation, Betsy DeVos, has rescinded 
critical guidance to protect students’ 
civil rights, narrow the scope, and re-
duced the number of investigations 
conducted, and decreased the budget 
and staffing capacity of the Office of 
Civil Rights at the department. 

The Commission’s report indicated 
that OCR issued 38 guidance documents 
to improve program understanding of 
and compliance with civil rights stat-
utes under the Obama administration. 
By comparison, the OCR under the 
Trump administration has issued few 
guidance documents and has instead 
rescinded critical guidance documents. 

Specifically, in 2018 Secretary DeVos 
rescinded guidance documents in sup-

port of the constitutionally protected 
use of race in admission or assignments 
to improve diversity and higher edu-
cation and K–12. 

Also, in 2018, Secretary DeVos re-
scinded 2014 school discipline guidance 
packages, which provided local edu-
cational agencies with technical assist-
ance through reform, discipline poli-
cies, and practices that, although ra-
cially neutral, disproportionately im-
pacted students of color in violation of 
title IV. And it goes on and on to talk 
about what has been going on in this 
administration. 

Madam Speaker, the ranking mem-
ber talked about school segregation 
yesterday. We had the opportunity to 
do something to help those localities 
that wanted to voluntarily desegregate 
their schools. And it was a bipartisan 
result—21 Republicans joined Demo-
crats in providing resources to local-
ities that wanted technical assistance 
in how to voluntarily desegregate their 
schools. 

That can be complicated, because in 
the Supreme Court case involving two 
localities, Louisville, Kentucky, and 
Seattle, Washington, voluntary school 
desegregation initiatives were found 
unconstitutional. The Court said you 
can do it, but in this case, you didn’t 
do it right. So technical assistance, 
legal advice, is necessary to make sure 
that you can have an effective policy 
that can withstand constitutional chal-
lenge. 

Regrettably, 160 Republicans voted 
‘‘no’’ to give those resources to those 
localities that want to voluntarily de-
segregate their schools. 

I mentioned the research on school 
choice. This is a very simple bill. It 
just gives the right of those who can 
prove discriminatory impact on their 
school systems—they can prove it, it 
just gives them the right to come to 
court to prove that they have been dis-
criminated against to vindicate their 
rights. 

It is a very simple bill, and I hope 
that the House will pass it so their 
civil rights will be protected. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise in support of H.R. 2574, the Equity 
and Inclusion Enforcement Act of 2019. This 
bill will take a meaningful step forward to en-
sure that programs receiving federal funding 
are upholding a high standard of equality and 
inclusion—similar to that which our country 
strives for. 

In 2001, the Supreme Court, in its ruling in 
Alexander v. Sandoval, stated that only the 
Department of Education can challenge 
schools and other programs over discrimina-
tory practices. In the majority opinion written 
by Justice Antonin Scalia, supported by the 
court’s conservative bloc, he claimed that stu-
dents and parents did not own the right to 
challenge schools and other programs on their 
practices and policies. Let me repeat that—the 
Supreme Court ruled that instead of allowing 
those directly and adversely affected by dis-
criminatory practices and policies to initiate 
legal proceedings, the responsibility would be 
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placed on government bureaucrats. Now, at a 
time when the Department of Education lacks 
competent leadership, it is more important 
than ever before to reverse the Supreme 
Court’s decision. 

H.R. 2574 rectifies the Court’s ruling and 
would allow students and parents to hold fed-
erally funded programs, like schools, account-
able for any discriminatory practices and poli-
cies that impact people of color through a pri-
vate right to action within the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. It also creates an Assistant for Equity 
and Inclusion position in the Department of 
Education, tasked with guiding and advising 
the agency as to the best practices and poli-
cies for students in every classroom across 
the country. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation and ask for 
its immediate in consideration in the Senate. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a 
senior member of the Judiciary and Homeland 
Committees, I rise in strong support of H.R. 
2574, the ‘‘Equity and Inclusion Enforcement 
Act of 2019,’’ which restores the power of stu-
dents and parents to challenge discriminatory 
policies and practices in schools and other 
federally funded programs. 

In 2001, the Supreme Court decided in 
Alexander v. Sandoval to overturn four dec-
ades of statutory protections against discrimi-
nation by stripping victims of discrimination of 
the right to bring disparate impact claims 
under Title VI. 

However, this bill ensures that victims of 
discrimination no longer have to rely on the 
Department of Education to take legal action 
in order to challenge discriminatory practices 
in their schools. 

Instead, individuals will once again have the 
ability to address instances of racial inequities 
themselves. 

The Equity and Inclusion Enforcement Act 
further protects students by making positive 
and substantive changes to Title VI, which 
prohibits discrimination based on race, color, 
or national origin in programs or activities that 
receive federal financial assistance. 

For example, the bill creates Title VI mon-
itors to ensure that every school district and 
institution of higher education has at least one 
employee who is specifically responsible for 
investigating any complaints of discrimination 
based on race, color, or national origin. 

It also establishes an Assistant Secretary in 
the Department of Education to coordinate 
and promote Title VI enforcement in edu-
cation. 

In 1954, the Supreme Court’s landmark de-
cision in Brown v. Board of Education struck 
down the ‘‘separate but equal’’ premise that 
had allowed segregation in our public-school 
system. 

It has been 66 years since that monumental 
ruling, yet we still have not been able to fulfill 
the promise of equity in education for our chil-
dren. 

Over the past few months, the United States 
has experienced seismic shifts in social con-
sciousness regarding racial inequities that 
have permeated every aspect of American so-
ciety. 

As the names of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor, Tamir Rice, Philando Castile, and so 
many others, become synonymous with to-
day’s civil rights movement, I believe this bill 
marks a step forward in the fight for equal 
rights. 

We cannot achieve true racial equality with-
out addressing the systematic discrimination in 
our education system. 

For example, in December of 2018, Andrew 
Johnson, a Black high school wrestler, in New 
Jersey was forced to make an impossible 
choice when a referee told him to either cut 
his dreadlocks or forfeit the wrestling match. 

Although Johnson wore a hair covering for 
the match, as dictated by wrestling guidelines, 
the referee rejected the covering and gave the 
student 90 seconds to cut off his dreadlocks. 

In 2016, a Black teenager was escorted out 
of his high school graduation ceremony in 
Sacramento, California by three deputies after 
refusing to remove his kente cloth, a tradi-
tional Ghanaian silk and cotton fabric that 
symbolizes national cultural identity. 

Earlier this year, the Barbers Hill Inde-
pendent School District in Texas refused to 
change its grooming policy that led to the sus-
pension of two Black students. 

Despite public backlash against the policy, 
which forbids male students from keeping their 
hair at ‘‘a length below the top of a t-shirt col-
lar, below the eyebrows, or below the ear 
lobes’’, the school board voted unanimously to 
keep the policy in place. 

These instances of continued discrimination 
against minority students in our public-school 
system create a learning environment that is 
far from equal. 

It is imperative to recognize that the exist-
ence of these Eurocentric policies in our edu-
cational system have a disparate effect on 
Black students, who are either forced to sup-
press their cultural heritage and Black identity 
or forfeit their right to equal educational and 
extracurricular opportunities. 

While on the surface, such policies do not 
seem directed at specific races or ethnicities, 
in practice, they often discriminate against a 
Black person or person of color based on 
characteristics associated with them. 

It is also well known that Black students are 
more often over-disciplined at school than 
their white counterparts. 

Between 2015 and 2016, Black children ac-
counted for 15 percent of all students, yet they 
made up 31 percent of referrals to law en-
forcement and school-based arrests, perpet-
uating the school-to-prison pipeline. 

In Texas, black students in the Houston 
Independent School District (HISD) were four 
times more likely to receive a law enforcement 
referral, which includes citations, tickets, court 
referrals, and school-related arrests, than their 
white peers. 

According to the Texas Education Agency, 
HISD is also known for its stark disparities be-
tween black and white students in school dis-
cipline, with black students being seven times 
more likely to get an out-of-school suspension. 

These instances create a culture of inequal-
ity and reinforce barriers to education for stu-
dents of color. 

Without a private right of action to challenge 
these patterns and policies, students of color 
face countless forms of irreparable harm, in-
cluding missing countless hours of instruction, 
educational opportunities, and relationship de-
velopment that promotes pro-social growth 
and positive life outcomes. 

Madam Speaker, by creating measures that 
give agency to individuals to identify, chal-
lenge, and change discriminatory practices in 
their own communities, we are creating an en-
vironment where all kids, regardless of race, 

color, or national origin, are given an equal 
chance to learn and excel. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to recognize the opportunity we have 
here today to rectify some of the inequities in 
our schools and, more importantly, positively 
change the educational experience for stu-
dents of color across the country. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 1107, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

b 1100 
MOTION TO RECOMMIT 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I have a motion to recommit 
at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the 
gentlewoman opposed to the bill? 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. I am in 
its present form. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Ms. Foxx of North Carolina moves to re-

commit the bill, H.R. 2574, to the Committee 
on Education and Labor with instructions to 
report the same back to the House forthwith, 
with the following amendment: 

Page 4, line 11, strike the quotation mark 
and period at the end. 

Page 4, after line 11, insert the following: 
‘‘(c) ANTISEMITISM CONSIDERED DISCRIMINA-

TION.—In carrying out the responsibilities of 
the recipient under this title, the employee 
or employees designated under this section 
shall consider antisemitism to be discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, color, or national 
origin as prohibited by this title.’’. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina (during 
the reading). Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to dispense with 
the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina is recognized for 5 min-
utes in support of her motion. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, as you have heard throughout 
this debate, Republicans agree that dis-
crimination and segregation are repug-
nant and immoral. 

Unfortunately, this bill does nothing 
to address these problems. Instead, 
Democrats are trying to sneak in a 
radical partisan rewrite of civil rights 
law under the guise of an education 
bill. However, before the House takes 
action on this legislation, we have one 
final opportunity to address one par-
ticular flaw in this bill. 

On September 11, 2019, President 
Trump issued an executive order estab-
lishing the policy of the executive 
branch to consider discrimination 
against Jews to be illegal discrimina-
tion under title VI when such discrimi-
nation is based on an individual’s race, 
color, or national origin. 
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If this House is going to radically re-

write title VI, as this bill does, we 
should use this opportunity to show 
commitment to combating anti-Semi-
tism. 

With anti-Semitism on the rise 
around the world, the need for this 
amendment is clear. In fact, here in the 
United States, we have seen horrific 
acts of violence against our Jewish 
friends over the last few years. 

In October 2018, 11 congregants lost 
their lives at a synagogue in Pitts-
burgh, the worst killing of Jews in 
American history. In December of last 
year, a gunman targeted a Jewish ko-
sher deli, leaving six dead. 

This motion does one simple thing. 
The underlying bill requires recipients 
of funding from the Department of 
Education to designate title VI compli-
ance coordinators. My motion inserts 
language into this provision directing 
such compliance coordinators to con-
sider anti-Semitism to be illegal dis-
crimination on the basis of race, color, 
or national origin under title VI. 

Madam Speaker, we have an oppor-
tunity with this amendment to achieve 
an important goal. We can ensure that 
recipients of Federal education funding 
are doing all they can to protect mem-
bers of our communities from horrific 
anti-Semitism. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on my amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in opposition to the mo-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, anti-Semitism is religious 
discrimination. As the motion reflects, 
religion is not covered by title VI. It 
covers discrimination based on race, 
color, or national origin. It doesn’t 
cover religion. 

While we are picking just one reli-
gious kind of discrimination, anti-Sem-
itism, what about the other religions? 
Wouldn’t they deserve attention, too? 

This is just a political attempt to in-
sert religion into title VI. That is con-
troversial. Might get support for that, 
but that is not part of this bill. 

This motion just diverts attention 
from the core provision of the bill, and 
that is to open the courts so that those 
who can prove discrimination can have 
their day in court if their proof is 
based on disparate impact. 

Now, let’s not divert attention away 
from that core idea that people who 
have been discriminated against ought 
to be able to get into court. Let’s let 
them have their day in court. Defeat 
this motion and pass the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
965, the yeas and the nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

ENSURING CHILDREN AND CHILD 
CARE WORKERS ARE SAFE ACT 
OF 2020 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7909) to facilitate access to 
child care services safely and securely 
during the COVID–19 pandemic, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7909 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ensuring 
Children and Child Care Workers Are Safe 
Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Child care is an essential service that 

supports children’s early development and 
allows parents to work. 

(2) At least 1 out of 2 child care providers 
closed at some point during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and 2 out of 5 face the possibility 
of permanent closure. 

(3) The lack of access to child care services 
can prevent parents from returning to work 
and can prevent children from accessing crit-
ical services, including meals. 

(4) Ensuring the safe re-opening and oper-
ation of child care service settings during pe-
riods of community transmission of COVID- 
19 will require child care providers to adopt 
new measures and practices in order to re-
duce the likelihood of COVID-19 trans-
mission. 

(5) Such measures and practices must en-
sure the safety of children as well as child 
care workers, who may be at high risk of in-
fection. 

(6) Ensuring that working families have ac-
cess to safe child care service options is crit-
ical to supporting young children’s develop-
ment and to returning the economy back to 
its pre-pandemic levels. 
SEC. 3. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON THE SAFE 

PROVISION OF CHILD CARE SERV-
ICES. 

(a) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 

and Human Services (in this Act referred to 
as the Secretary), in consultation with the 
Director of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, shall provide technical as-
sistance to States, Indian Tribes, and tribal 
organizations related to the safe provision of 

child care services while there is community 
transmission of COVID-19. Such technical as-
sistance shall include information about— 

(A) the prevention of COVID-19 trans-
mission in child care provider settings, in-
cluding the use of face masks and other per-
sonal protective equipment in such settings, 

(B) training and professional development 
on health and safety practices related to the 
prevention of COVID-19 transmission in child 
care provider settings, 

(C) the acquisition and use of personal pro-
tective equipment, and 

(D) modifications of child care provider 
settings and services to prevent COVID-19 
transmission, such as optimal staff-to-child 
ratios across such settings and the use of 
mental health supports. 

(2) MATERIALS.—As part of such technical 
assistance efforts, the Secretary shall— 

(A) publish educational materials related 
to the prevention of COVID-19 transmission 
in child care provider settings, including by 
posting such materials on a website, 

(B) update any such materials as necessary 
to reflect advancements in the science of 
COVID-19, and 

(C) provide a mechanism through which 
States may exchange best practices relating 
to the safe operation of child care providers. 

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO CHILD CARE 
PROVIDERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 
grants to lead agencies designated under sec-
tion 658D(a) of the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
9858b(a)) to provide guidance, technical as-
sistance, and support to child care providers, 
either directly or through resource and refer-
ral agencies or staffed family child care net-
works, regarding the safe operation of child 
care providers while there is community 
transmission of COVID-19. 

(2) RESERVATION.—The Secretary shall re-
serve 2.75 percent of funds appropriated to 
carry out this section to make payments to 
Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, or con-
sortia of Indian Tribes and Tribal organiza-
tions. 

(3) ALLOTMENTS.—From amounts appro-
priated to carry out this section and not re-
served under paragraph (2), the Secretary 
shall allot to Guam, American Samoa, the 
Virgin Islands of the United States, and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands and to the remaining States amounts 
in accordance with subsections (a)(1) and 
subsection (b) of section 658O of the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858m), except that none of 
such remaining States shall receive an allot-
ment of less than $10,000. 

(4) REQUIREMENTS.—Each lead agency that 
receives a grant under this section shall en-
sure that— 

(A) guidance, technical assistance, and 
support are available to child care providers 
regardless of such providers’ settings, sizes, 
or administrative capacities, and 

(B) guidance, technical assistance, and sup-
port are available in the languages most 
commonly spoken in the State, Indian Tribe, 
or Tribal organization. 

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
60 days after funds are appropriated to carry 
out this Act, the Secretary shall provide to 
the Committee on Education and Labor of 
the House of Representatives and to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions of the Senate a report that in-
cludes— 

(1) recommendations for how to ensure the 
safe provision of child care services while 
there is community transmission of COVID- 
19, including recommendations that address 
each of the issues described in subparagraphs 
(A) through (D) of subsection (a)(1), 
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(2) recommendations for how to ensure the 

supply of child care services meets demand 
during periods when providers implement the 
recommendations described in paragraph (1), 
including whether it will be necessary to ex-
pand the number of child care providers to 
meet such demand and, if so, recommenda-
tions for how to expand the number of child 
care providers, and 

(3) the estimated cost of implementing the 
recommendations described in paragraphs (1) 
and (2). 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

The terms ‘‘State’’, ‘‘Indian Tribe’’, and 
‘‘Tribal organization’’ have the meanings 
given such terms in section 658P of the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858n). 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act, $5,000,000 for fiscal year 
2021. Funds appropriated to carry out this 
Act shall remain available until expended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Oregon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the measure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 7909, the Ensuring Children 
and Child Care Workers Are Safe Act. 

Access to high-quality, affordable 
childcare has always been fundamental 
to the well-being of families and chil-
dren, so it is not surprising that 
childcare has emerged as one of the 
most urgent issues facing families and 
communities during this pandemic. 

I have spoken with parents who are 
struggling with how you balance kids 
at home with work at home. I have 
heard from business owners, economic 
development leaders, and local elected 
officials who are worried about the 
workforce and the economy, and 
childcare has always been an impor-
tant part of all of these conversations 
because it is a key factor in reopening 
our communities safely. 

Many, and in some places most, 
childcare providers across the country 
were closed during the early months of 
the pandemic. But now, they are re-
opening and working hard to restore 
confidence and provide a safe place for 
the children in their care. 

Unfortunately, providers have told us 
that they have received little direct 
guidance about how to modify their 
practices for COVID–19 to keep chil-
dren, families, and workers safe and 
that the guidance they have received 
keeps changing and is oftentimes unre-
alistic. This makes it difficult for pro-

viders to rebuild and to serve the num-
ber of children they need to 
sustainably run their business and sur-
vive the pandemic. 

It is worth noting that even before 
the pandemic, this industry operated 
on razor-thin margins and faced major 
difficulties. 

According to a recent report from the 
American Institutes for Research and 
Early Edge California, of the 278 Cali-
fornia childcare providers surveyed, 52 
percent reported that it was too dif-
ficult to understand or follow new re-
quirements during COVID–19, and 79 
percent reported a significant need for 
guidance on how to implement new 
COVID–19 health and safety protocols. 

This important bipartisan bill before 
us today, introduced by my colleagues 
Representative FINKENAUER and Rep-
resentative GUTHRIE, will help meet 
this need by requiring the Department 
of Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, to issue edu-
cational materials and guidance on 
how to provide childcare services safe-
ly during the pandemic. 

Critically, this bill authorizes fund-
ing that will enable States to provide 
direct outreach, technical assistance, 
and support to childcare providers. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, before I begin, I was 
talking to my friend from Oregon ear-
lier—and also, I know, your home 
State—and our thoughts and prayers 
are with everybody on the West Coast. 
I know some of us have friends on the 
Gulf Coast. We have citizens of our 
country, Madam Speaker, that are 
going through some tough times, and 
our thoughts and prayers are with 
them. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 7909, the Ensuring Children and 
Child Care Workers Are Safe Act. It is 
a bipartisan piece of legislation that I 
introduced with my colleague, Rep-
resentative FINKENAUER from Iowa, 
which will provide childcare providers 
resources and information on how to 
safely operate during the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

Without childcare options, parents 
can’t return to work, which is a key 
component to our Nation’s economic 
recovery. Additionally, childcare bene-
fits and a child’s health and develop-
ment are critical to building a strong 
foundation for future success. 

Childcare providers, however, are 
currently grappling with safely reopen-
ing and staying open. A recent article 
in U.S. News and World Report noted 
tens of thousands of childcare pro-
viders shuttered across the U.S., 4,500 
in the Washington, D.C., area alone. 

In my home State of Kentucky, 
thanks to the CARES Act, many of our 
childcare centers have been fortunate 
to reopen. However, one-third of the 

State’s 2,200 licensed or certified 
childcare centers still haven’t re-
opened. 

In order to reopen for families, 
childcare providers must follow certain 
guidelines and modify their normal 
routines in order to create a safe envi-
ronment for children. Now more than 
ever, childcare providers need assist-
ance interpreting and implementing 
CDC and State guidelines designed to 
keep children safe. 

My bill, along with Representative 
FINKENAUER, H.R. 7909, requires the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to work with States to provide 
technical assistance for childcare pro-
viders as they reopen across the coun-
try. 

In a recent study on technical assist-
ance, the Government Accountability 
Office found that the current COVID–19 
pandemic underscores the importance 
of Federal agencies providing technical 
assistance to grantees to ensure the 
continuity of operations of grant pro-
grams and the effective use of funding. 

b 1115 

While it is common for Congress to 
require technical assistance, it is crit-
ical that we tailor these directives 
carefully to ensure grantees are receiv-
ing necessary and timely support. We 
in Congress hear the concerns of 
childcare providers and are sending the 
assistance they desperately need. 

Additionally, this bill authorizes $5 
million for 1 year for HHS to issue 
grants to States so they can provide 
guidance and technical support to 
childcare providers, and it requires 
HHS to provide recommendations to 
Congress on how to ensure there is an 
adequate supply of safe childcare dur-
ing COVID–19. It is critical, and not 
only to children and childcare pro-
viders, but also to families who need 
access to childcare while they return 
to work. 

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
on H.R. 7909 so that we can help put 
our country on the path forward. I ap-
preciate working with my colleague 
from Iowa, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my friend and colleague, Mr. 
GUTHRIE, for his kind remarks. 

Madam Speaker, I yield as much 
time as she may consume to the gen-
tlewoman from Iowa (Ms. FINKENAUER), 
the author of this important bipartisan 
legislation. 

Ms. FINKENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of my legisla-
tion, aptly called the Ensuring Chil-
dren and Child Care Workers Are Safe 
Act. I introduced this commonsense bi-
partisan bill to help ensure our 
childcare providers have the informa-
tion and resources they need to provide 
a safe environment both for the kids 
they serve and also their caregivers 
they employ amid the ongoing COVID– 
19 pandemic. 

You see, parent and childcare pro-
viders were having a tough time even 
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before this pandemic hit our country. 
In my district, for example, parents 
can’t find enough people to provide 
quality and affordable childcare, and 
there is an overwhelming demand and 
just not enough care available. This is 
an industry struggling with a shrink-
ing workforce, low wages, and razor- 
thin margins. 

And for myself personally, growing 
up in Iowa, I went to college in Iowa; 
and I saw, after college and even after 
high school, a lot of my friends move 
away and go to States where they 
could make more money and pay off 
their student loan debt. 

Right now they are in their thirties, 
around my age, getting married, want-
ing to have kids, wanting to move back 
home, and one of the barriers to doing 
it is access to childcare. 

So, again, this has been an issue that 
we have dealt with for a long time, be-
fore this pandemic even hit. But now, 
on top of everything, we are asking our 
childcare providers to keep our kids 
safe during this pandemic. In my State, 
cases continue to rise, but many folks 
have no choice but to return to work. 

Right now, I am worried that we are 
headed in the wrong direction. Roughly 
60 percent of childcare providers have 
actually closed their doors because of 
the pandemic, and there is a chance 
that up to half of those closures will 
actually be permanent. 

Earlier this year, we passed legisla-
tion to create a $50 billion childcare 
stabilization fund, which passed with 
bipartisan support. This will help ad-
dress some of the intense financial 
pressure facing our providers right 
now, but the problem is still more com-
plicated. We must give the providers 
the guidance and also the support that 
they need to protect the health and 
safety of our children, families, and 
frontline workers. 

That is where the Ensuring Children 
and Child Care Workers Are Safe Act 
comes in. We want to make sure 
childcare providers are equipped to 
keep kids safe and prevent the spread 
of COVID–19. We are going to do that 
by ensuring there is practical safety 
guidance and technical assistance from 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

We also want to make sure that this 
guidance actually reaches childcare 
providers and that providers get the 
help they need in implementing best 
practices. That is why our bill would 
also create grants so States can reach 
out to providers and provide the tech-
nical support they need to succeed. 

This bill recognizes the unprece-
dented demands being put on our 
childcare providers. We simply cannot 
expect them to do this alone when they 
are already up against so much. 

When it comes to addressing the 
childcare crisis which existed, again, 
well before COVID–19 hit our country, I 
am happy to say that I have found 
many partners on both sides of the 
aisle who are willing to tackle this 
issue for hardworking families. 

Thank you to the great group of bi-
partisan colleagues who are joining me 
in tackling this problem and who 
worked with me to craft this bill. This 
includes my colead, Congressman 
BRETT GUTHRIE of Kentucky. 

There is an understanding here that 
if parents don’t have access to quality 
and affordable childcare, then they will 
start passing up economic opportuni-
ties. Sometimes it is turning down a 
promotion or, in other cases, that 
means leaving the workforce alto-
gether. We see this far too often, espe-
cially in rural districts like mine. 

It is clear that the childcare industry 
is critical to recovering from this pan-
demic and the economic situation it 
created. Providing help and technical 
assistance now will take a burden off 
our providers amid the many chal-
lenges, again, that they face during the 
pandemic. 

This bipartisan bill before you today 
is common sense, and it is something 
that folks across the country are ask-
ing for. So I urge you to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
the Ensuring Children and Child Care 
Workers Are Safe Act. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER), a member 
of the committee and a good friend. 

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
America’s childcare providers and the 
essential services they provide to our 
Nation’s families. 

As millions of families have learned 
during the COVID–19 pandemic, 
childcare is a critical component of our 
national economy. In addition to the 
significant benefits that childcare pro-
vides for children’s social and emo-
tional development, access to reliable 
childcare continues to play a vital role 
in America’s economic recovery. 

As parents return to work, they need 
to be sure that their children will be 
looked after and kept safe. The Ensur-
ing Children and Child Care Workers 
Are Safe Act of 2020, H.R. 7909, would 
make these assurances to families by 
equipping childcare providers with the 
resources they need to perform their 
jobs safely and effectively. 

This legislation would provide fund-
ing for States to implement technical 
support and training programs to as-
sist childcare providers in meeting 
safety guidelines and acquiring per-
sonal protective equipment. 

Childcare providers have supported 
millions of American families, pro-
viding an essential service during good 
times and bad. I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 7909. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, 
may I please inquire how much time 
remains on each side. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Oregon has 13 minutes 
remaining. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I really thank the gentlewoman for her 

leadership on these issues. Thank you 
so very much for allowing me this 
time. As well, to the chairman of the 
committee, ranking member, and to 
Ms. FINKENAUER and the gentleman 
from Kentucky, let me thank them for 
their leadership, and I thank the gen-
tlewoman for the time. 

Madam Speaker, let me indicate how 
important this legislation is. Twelve 
Utah childcare students were infected 
with COVID–19. They infected another 
12; one of them was a parent who had 
to go to a hospital. 

The Ensuring Children and Child 
Care Workers Are Safe Act of 2020 is 
vital and long overdue. This bill re-
quires the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services to provide edu-
cational materials and technical as-
sistance to States related to the safe 
provision of childcare services during 
COVID–19. 

With this bill, childcare facilities not 
only receive information on COVID–19 
prevention, but also professional devel-
opment for providers on health and 
safety, as well as guidance on the ac-
quisition and use of personal protective 
equipment. 

We heard this a lot in my district: No 
PPE. 

It also instructs HHS to recommend 
additional steps to Congress about en-
suring the safe provision and adequate 
supply of childcare during COVID–19, 
including whether and how to expand 
the supply of childcare to meet de-
mand. There is a demand. It is crucial. 

In addition, according to The Wash-
ington Post, before the coronavirus 
pandemic, approximately one-third of 
all children under age 5 attended a paid 
care facility, daycare center, pre-
school, or prekindergarten. In 2019, 
there were 15 million-plus children liv-
ing with a single mother and approxi-
mately 3 million children living with a 
single father. 

This is crucial because, as things 
open up, children and schools are all 
going to be intermingling, and these 
childcare workers are vital to what we 
do and how we provide for these hard-
working parents and to protect these 
children. 

And now we know. It has been dis-
abused that at any point children are 
not infectious. That is no longer a fact. 
It is not a fact. It is not true. They are 
infectious and they can transmit 
COVID–19. 

Let me take a moment to speak 
quickly to H.R. 2574, the Equity and In-
clusion Enforcement Act of 2019. 

That bill passed, but it restores the 
power of students and parents to chal-
lenge discriminatory policies and prac-
tices in schools and other federally 
funded programs. We know what hap-
pened to this young man who wanted 
to wrestle. What a humiliating situa-
tion when, on the wrestling floor, in 
the competition, a coach had to cut his 
hair off. 

I ask my colleagues to support H.R. 
7909. 

I also rise to support H.R. 3659, 
Danny’s Law, that deals with bullying, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Sep 17, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16SE7.029 H16SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4447 September 16, 2020 
and, as well, H.R. 8162, 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers 
Coronavirus Relief Act. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues and ask my colleagues to sup-
port the legislation. 

Madam Speaker, as a cosponsor and 
Founding Chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus, I rise in strong support of H.R. 
7909, the ‘‘Ensuring Child and Child Care 
Workers Are Safe Act of 2020,’’ which re-
quires the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) to provide educational 
materials and technical assistance to states 
related to the safe provision of child care serv-
ices during COVID–19. Despite their vital role 
during the pandemic, child care providers 
have received insufficient actionable guidance 
on how to prevent the spread of COVID–19 
while providing high-quality care. 

With this bill, child care facilities not only re-
ceive information on COVID–19 prevention but 
also professional development for providers on 
health and safety as well as guidance on the 
acquisition and use of personal protective 
equipment. It also instructs HHS to rec-
ommend additional steps to Congress about 
ensuring the safe provision and adequate sup-
ply of childcare during COVID–19, including 
whether and how to expand the supply of child 
care to meet demand. 

As an increasing number of states open up 
and more individuals return to work, parents 
are relying on child care facilities once again, 
making the need for proper guidance to pre-
vent the spread of COVID–19 at child care 
services more essential than ever. As of this 
morning, the United States has over 6,606,859 
cases of coronavirus and over 195,961 related 
deaths. Adequate and updated information is 
key to getting control over this disease, and 
we must ensure that this guidance is easily 
and readily accessible to all. 

It is no secret that the child care sector pro-
vides an immense public value to our society 
and our economy. According to the Wash-
ington Post, before the coronavirus pandemic, 
approximately one-third of all children under 
age 5 attended a paid care facility, day-care 
center, preschool or prekindergarten. 

Child care plays a crucial role in the lives of 
working parents, especially in single parent 
households. In 2019, there were about 15.76 
million children living with a single mother and 
approximately 3.23 million children living with 
a single father in the United States. We must 
never forget that child care is often a lifeline 
to single, working parents that allows them to 
balance both their parenting and professional 
responsibilities. 

I am proud to be a leader on this critical 
piece of legislation, and I urge my colleagues 
from both parties to join me in voting to pass 
H.R. 7909. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, in these challenging 
times, childcare providers, especially 
those who run small operations, are at 
risk of shutting their doors. The call 
for Congress to act is loud and clear. 

With the additional health and safety 
requirements providers are expected to 
navigate, it is important to help them 
implement these requirements so the 
children in their care remain safe and 
free from harm. H.R. 7909 will ensure 

that childcare providers receive guid-
ance and assistance to safely operate 
so that parents can return to work and 
our economy can continue to recover. I 
think most of the people, when I am 
back home, are just looking to return 
to normal, and this moves that for-
ward. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 7909, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to once again 
thank Representatives FINKENAUER and 
GUTHRIE for their leadership in crafting 
this urgently needed bipartisan bill and 
all of my colleagues who have spoken 
in support of the Ensuring Children 
and Child Care Workers Are Safe Act. 
This is such an important issue. 

Today’s children are tomorrow’s 
leaders. This bill will help make sure 
that childcare providers who are en-
trusted with the health, safety, and de-
velopment of our Nation’s very future 
have the support they need to succeed. 

I also want to note, as my colleague 
from Iowa noted, that the consider-
ation of this bill comes after the House 
passage of the Child Care is Essential 
Act, which will provide $50 billion in 
direct grant funding to help childcare 
providers cover operating expenses, 
purchase PPE and cleaning supplies, 
pay providers through the pandemic 
and beyond, and, importantly, give 
struggling parents relief from high-cost 
copayments and tuition. 

This is a good investment in our chil-
dren, our families, our economy, and 
our future. I continue to urge Senator 
MCCONNELL and the full Senate to take 
up the Child Care is Essential Act, as 
well as this excellent bipartisan bill. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the legislation be-
fore us today, H.R. 7909, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. 
BONAMICI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7909, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
965, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 
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CHILD CARE PROTECTION 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2020 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 2683) to establish a task force to 
assist States in implementing hiring 

requirements for child care staff mem-
bers to improve child safety, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2683 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Child Care 
Protection Improvement Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. TASK FORCE TO ASSIST IN IMPROVING 

CHILD SAFETY. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

task force, to be known as the Interagency 
Task Force for Child Safety (referred to in 
this section as the ‘‘Task Force’’) to iden-
tify, evaluate, and recommend best practices 
and technical assistance to assist Federal 
and State agencies in fully implementing the 
requirements of section 658H(b) of the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858f(b)) for child care staff 
members. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
President shall appoint the members of the 
Task Force, which shall— 

(1) consist of only Federal officers and em-
ployees; and 

(2) include— 
(A) the Director of the Office of Child Care 

of the Department of Health and Human 
Services (or the Director’s designee), the As-
sociate Commissioner of the Children’s Bu-
reau of the Department of Health and 
Human Services (or the Associate Commis-
sioner’s designee), and the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (or the Di-
rector’s designee); and 

(B) such other Federal officers and employ-
ees (or their designees) as may be appointed 
by the President. 

(c) CHAIRPERSON.—The chairperson of the 
Task Force shall be the Assistant Secretary 
of the Administration for Children and Fam-
ilies of the Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

(d) CONSULTATION.—The Task Force shall 
consult with representatives from State 
child care agencies, State child protective 
services, State criminal justice agencies, 
providers of child care services, including 
providers in the private sector, and other rel-
evant stakeholders on identifying problems 
in implementing, and proposing solutions to 
implement, the requirements of section 
658H(b) of the Child Care and Development 
Block Grant Act of 1990, as described in that 
section. Such consultation shall include con-
sultation with State agencies that are at dif-
ferent stages of such implementation. 

(e) TASK FORCE DUTIES.—The Task Force 
shall— 

(1) develop recommendations for improving 
implementation of the requirements of sec-
tion 658H(b) of the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant Act of 1990, including rec-
ommendations about how the Task Force 
and member agencies will collaborate and 
coordinate efforts to implement such re-
quirements, as described in that section; and 

(2) develop recommendations in which the 
Task Force identifies best practices and 
evaluates technical assistance to assist rel-
evant Federal and State agencies in imple-
menting section 658H(b) of the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant Act of 1990, 
which identification and evaluation shall in-
clude— 

(A) an analysis of available research and 
information at the Federal and State levels 
regarding the status of the interstate re-
quirements of that section for child care 
staff members who have resided in one or 
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more States during the previous 5 years and 
who seek employment in a child care pro-
gram in a different State; 

(B) a list of State agencies that are not re-
sponding to interstate requests covered by 
that section for relevant information on 
child care staff members; 

(C) identification of the challenges State 
agencies are experiencing in responding to 
such interstate requests; 

(D) an analysis of the length of time it 
takes the State agencies in a State to re-
ceive such results from State agencies in an-
other State in response to such an interstate 
request, in accordance with that section; 

(E) an analysis of the average processing 
time for the interstate requests, in accord-
ance with that section; 

(F) identification of any fees (and entities 
responsible for paying any such fees) associ-
ated with the interstate requests in each 
State to meet requirements, in accordance 
with section 658H of the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
9858f), including identification of— 

(i) the extent to which such fees are con-
sistent with subsection (f) of that section; 
and 

(ii) information regarding factors that im-
pact such fees; 

(G) a list of States that are participating 
in the National Fingerprint File program, as 
administered by the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, and an analysis of reasons States 
have or have not chosen to participate in the 
program, including barriers to participation 
such as barriers related to State regulatory 
requirements and statutes; and 

(H) a list of States that have closed record 
laws or systems that prevent the States from 
sharing complete criminal records data or 
information with State agencies in another 
State. 

(f) MEETINGS.—Not later than 3 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Task Force shall hold its first meeting. 

(g) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the first meeting of the Task Force, the 
Task Force shall submit to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate, and the Committee on Education 
and Labor of the House of Representatives a 
final report containing all of the rec-
ommendations required by paragraphs (1) 
and (2) of subsection (e). The report shall 
also include a list of the members of the 
Task Force, the agencies such members rep-
resent, and the individuals and entities with 
whom the Task Force consulted under sub-
section (d). 

(h) NO COMPENSATION FOR MEMBERS.—A 
member of the Task Force shall serve with-
out compensation in addition to any com-
pensation received for the service of the 
member as an officer or employee of the 
United States. 

(i) EXEMPTION FROM FACA.—The Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) 
shall not apply to the Task Force. 

(j) SUNSET.—The Task Force shall termi-
nate 1 year after submitting its final report 
under subsection (g). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the measure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Over 75 percent of preschool-age chil-
dren attend some form of early care 
and education before reaching kinder-
garten. For this reason, it is impera-
tive that we ensure we are providing 
our children with the best educators 
that will give them the best education 
possible. 

The 2014 reauthorization of the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant—or 
as we will say today, the CCDBG Act— 
made changes to the original 1990 bill, 
including adding background checks to 
ensure that childcare centers receiving 
funds through the CCDBG are employ-
ing quality professionals. 

However, in the 6 years since the re-
authorization, barriers to background 
check information have hindered the 
hiring process for quality childcare 
providers. 

So as of right now, there is no uni-
form process to share this information 
across States. Each State has its own 
set of laws and policies, making it 
harder for childcare providers to gather 
the necessary information for the em-
ployees that they are hiring. 

S. 2683, the Child Care Protection Im-
provement Act of 2020, would create an 
interagency task force that will iden-
tify the obstacles in the background 
check process and recommend best 
practices to overcoming them. 

When children attend safe, high-qual-
ity, early care and education programs, 
they develop the skills that help them 
succeed in school and in the future. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of S. 2683, the Child 
Care Protection Improvement Act of 
2020, the same bill offered by my col-
leagues Representatives MCBATH, KEL-
LER, TAYLOR, FINKENAUER, and AXNE. 

In 2014, Congress passed the Child 
Care Development and Block Grant Re-
authorization Act with broad bipar-
tisan support and it required that 
States conduct specified comprehen-
sive criminal background checks for all 
childcare staff members. 

As part of this crucial requirement, 
interstate checks must be completed in 
any State where the prospective em-
ployee lived over the last 5 years. How-
ever, given the variation of individual 
State laws and practices, interstate 
background checks have proven dif-
ficult for many States to complete. 

With only three States able to fully 
implement the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant background checks 
as of March 1st, 2020, it is time for Con-
gress to determine the root causes of 
the roadblocks to interstate back-
ground checks. 

The Child Care Protection Improve-
ment Act does just that by establishing 

a task force at HHS. The task force in-
cludes the FBI and respective CCDBG 
Federal agencies, as well as those who 
are operating State background check 
systems in order to determine the 
issues with the current systems. 

By establishing a task force, Con-
gress can take action to improve the 
operability and preserve the resources 
of the grantees who are already bur-
dened by the red tape in the interstate 
background check system. 

Approximately 1.3 million children 
receive a childcare subsidy from the 
Child Care and Development Fund 
every month. Their parents deserve the 
peace of mind that their children’s 
caretakers have gone through com-
prehensive background checks. 

While good-faith efforts toward com-
pliance have been shown and incre-
mental improvement has been dem-
onstrated, more can be done to expedi-
ently implement these crucial safety 
measures for our children. The task 
force established in this bill is a prom-
ising step to achieving criminal back-
ground check implementation in every 
State. 

I thank my colleagues for working 
across the aisle in crafting this legisla-
tion. I thank Chairman SCOTT of the 
Education and Labor Committee and 
Republican leader FOXX for helping 
bring this bill to the floor today. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MURPHY), my friend and an impor-
tant member of our committee. 

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support 
of S. 2683, the Child Care Protection 
Improvement Act. 

As a father of three and a member of 
the Education and Labor Committee, 
the issue this legislation seeks to im-
prove is near and dear to me. 

After reauthorizing the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant in 2014, 
which passed with broad bipartisan 
support, Congress added a requirement 
for States to implement background 
checks for any childcare employee put 
in charge of supervising children. 

Childcare is an essential service as 
well as a source of employment for 
many Americans, so safety and care 
are of the utmost concern. Parents 
want to know that their children are in 
a good, honest, and safe environment. 

However, since this reauthorization, 
implementation has been very prob-
lematic. Many States have experienced 
a great amount of difficulties actually 
performing robust background checks. 

In fact, as of March 1, 2020, only three 
States have been able to fully imple-
ment the required background checks. 

If passed, this bill will establish a 
task force at the Department of Health 
and Human Services to monitor back-
ground checks and to make rec-
ommendations for improving imple-
mentation at childcare businesses. 

Keeping children safe from harm is a 
parent’s number one concern when 
they leave them in someone else’s care. 

Parents will be more assured when 
they know their caretaker and all of 
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its employees have histories absent of 
criminal activity, sexual abuse, or any 
other forms of neglect. 

We are facing so many challenges in 
this Nation at this time, but regard-
less, we can never stop working to 
make our children safe. 

I thank my colleague, Senator BURR 
from North Carolina, for leading this 
initiative in the upper Chamber. I 
thank my colleagues in the House for 
doing the same. I look forward to its 
passage here in the House. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for this 
legislation. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER), who has 
been an architect of this piece of legis-
lation. 

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of S. 2683, the Child 
Care Protection Improvement Act, leg-
islation that is essential to the safety 
of millions of American children. 

I am a proud original cosponsor of 
H.R. 3986, which is almost an identical 
companion bill in the House. 

Childcare services play an integral 
role in our society. Families across the 
Nation entrust childcare providers 
with the well-being of their children on 
a daily basis. Every parent deserves the 
peace of mind of knowing that their 
childcare providers are passionate, car-
ing, and above all, qualified. 

While this is the case with a great 
many providers, it is imperative for 
States to be able to effectively conduct 
background checks, especially across 
State lines. 

Faults in our criminal background 
check system can leave our children 
vulnerable to bad actors. No child 
should ever be placed in the care of an 
unqualified or dangerous person. 

S. 2683 will help States address chal-
lenges in implementing background 
checks required under current law, en-
suring our children receive the safest 
and highest quality of care possible. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense legislation. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, the childcare indus-
try is critical to the well-being of 
American families, and each family 
across our Nation deserves to know 
that those who are caring for their 
children have gone through thorough 
and necessary criminal background 
checks. 

The Child Care Protection Improve-
ment Act helps protect children and 
gives parents peace of mind when it 
comes to sending their children to a 
childcare facility. 

This legislation is a perfect example 
of what Congress can accomplish when 
bipartisanship and meaningful collabo-
ration take priority over politics. 

I encourage a ‘‘yes’’ vote on S. 2683. 
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-

ance of my time. 
Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I urge my colleagues to support S. 
2683. We must do everything that we 
can to ensure the safety of our chil-
dren. Families deserve to know that 
their kids are being cared for by quali-
fied providers. 

Before we close out, I thank my col-
leagues, Representatives VAN TAYLOR, 
CINDY AXNE, FRED KELLER, and ABBY 
FINKENAUER for working with me to in-
troduce the House companion for this 
bipartisan legislation. 

It is so great that we were able to 
work together to keep our children 
safe, set them up for educational suc-
cess, and ensure our qualified childcare 
providers have access to the opportuni-
ties they have worked so hard for. 

I also thank the Education and Labor 
Committee staff for their hard work of 
helping us advance this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Georgia (Mrs. 
MCBATH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 2683, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DANNY’S LAW 
Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3659) to establish an Anti- 
Bullying Roundtable to study bullying 
in elementary and secondary schools in 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3659 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
‘‘Danny’s Law’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) This Act is named in honor of Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, who, in August 2016, when he 
was 13 years old, tragically took his own life 
as a direct result of bullying. 

(2) According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, bullying is among 
the most commonly reported discipline prob-
lems in public schools. 

(3) Potential effects of bullying include so-
cial and emotional distress, physical injury, 
and increased risk for lowering academic 
achievement. 
SEC. 2. ANTI-BULLYING ROUNDTABLE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
an independent commission to be known as 
the ‘‘Anti-Bullying Roundtable’’ (in this Act 
referred to as the ‘‘Roundtable’’). 

(b) DUTIES.—The duties of the Roundtable 
shall be to study and report on bullying in 
elementary schools and secondary schools in 
the United States by consulting with State 
educational agencies and local educational 
agencies regarding— 

(1) current policies on bullying; 
(2) teacher education on bullying and bul-

lying prevention policies; 

(3) parent and student education on bul-
lying and bullying prevention policies; 

(4) instances of student violence as a result 
of bullying; 

(5) instances of student self-harm as a re-
sult of bullying; 

(6) preventative measures in place at State 
and local levels; and 

(7) instances of cyberbullying and practices 
for addressing cyberbullying. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Roundtable shall be 

composed of 15 members, appointed as fol-
lows: 

(A) 3 members shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of Education, and those 3 members 
shall represent 3 different categories of 
stakeholders described in paragraph (2). 

(B) 6 members shall be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 3 of 
whom shall be appointed on the rec-
ommendation of the majority leader of the 
House of Representatives, and 3 of whom 
shall be appointed on the recommendation of 
the minority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The Speaker, the majority 
leader, and the minority leader of the House 
of Representatives shall each select individ-
uals who represent at least 3 different cat-
egories of stakeholders described in para-
graph (2). 

(C) 6 members shall be appointed by the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, 3 of 
whom shall be appointed on the rec-
ommendation of the majority leader of the 
Senate, and 3 of whom shall be appointed on 
the recommendation of the minority leader 
of the Senate. The President pro tempore, 
the majority leader, and the minority leader 
of the Senate shall each select individuals 
who represent at least 3 different categories 
of stakeholders described in paragraph (2). 

(D) In appointing members of the Round-
table, the Secretary of Education, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, to 
the extent practicable, shall take into ac-
count all the other nominees to the Round-
table to ensure as many as possible of the 
categories of stakeholders described in para-
graph (2) are represented. 

(2) REPRESENTATION.—The members of the 
Roundtable shall include, to the extent prac-
ticable, at least one representative of each of 
the following: 

(A) Teachers. 
(B) School leaders. 
(C) Parents of schoolchildren. 
(D) Individuals who are at least 16 years of 

age and who have experienced bullying. 
(E) Physicians. 
(F) Child psychologists. 
(G) Paraprofessionals. 
(H) School resource officers or other appro-

priate professionals responsible for school se-
curity. 

(I) Specialized instructional support per-
sonnel. 

(J) Other staff. 
(K) Other individuals with expertise work-

ing with bullied youth. 
(3) CHAIR.—The members of the Roundtable 

shall elect one individual to serve as chair. 
(4) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-

pointed for the duration of the existence of 
the Roundtable. 

(5) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Round-
table shall be filled in the manner in which 
the original appointment was made under 
paragraph (1) and in accordance with the re-
quirements of paragraph (2). 

(6) PAY.—Members of the Roundtable shall 
serve without pay. 

(d) TIME FRAME FOR FORMATION.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the designated Members of Con-
gress and the Secretary shall appoint the 
members described in subsection (c)(1). 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Sep 17, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16SE7.035 H16SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4450 September 16, 2020 
(e) POWERS OF ROUNDTABLE.— 
(1) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—The Round-

table may, for the purpose of carrying out 
this section, hold hearings, sit and act at 
times and places, take testimony, and re-
ceive evidence as the Roundtable considers 
appropriate. 

(2) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—Upon re-
quest of the chair of the Roundtable, the 
Secretary of Education shall work with the 
heads of appropriate departments or agencies 
to furnish requested information to the 
Roundtable. 

(3) MAILS.—The Roundtable may use the 
United States mails in the same manner and 
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
Upon request of the Roundtable, the Sec-
retary of Education shall provide to the 
Roundtable the administrative support serv-
ices necessary for the Roundtable to carry 
out its responsibilities under this Act. 

(f) REPORTS.— 
(1) BEST PRACTICES REPORT.—Not later than 

270 days after the date on which the Round-
table has been formed, the Roundtable shall 
submit to the Secretary of Education, and 
the Secretary shall make public, a report on 
best practices concerning bullying, including 
cyberbullying, in elementary schools and 
secondary schools in the United States that 
contains, among other items— 

(A) recommendations for how to prevent 
bullying; 

(B) recommendations for how to best edu-
cate educators, administrators, and all rel-
evant school staff on recognizing bullying; 

(C) recommendations for how parents can 
best address and discuss with their children 
the early warning signs of bullying; 

(D) recommendations for addressing under-
lying causes of bullying behavior; 

(E) recommendations to address bullying 
of at-risk students, including students who 
are at greater risk of self-harm; and 

(F) examples of successful evidence-based 
bullying prevention programming. 

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date on which the Roundtable has 
been formed, the Roundtable shall transmit 
a final report to the Secretary of Education 
and the Congress containing— 

(A) a detailed statement of the findings 
and conclusions of the Roundtable; and 

(B) recommendations for lawmakers re-
garding effective bullying prevention poli-
cies. 

(g) TERMINATION.—The Roundtable shall 
terminate upon submission of the final re-
port pursuant to subsection (f)(2). 

(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—No data ob-
tained under this Act from State educational 
agencies, local educational agencies, Federal 
departments or agencies, or other sources, 
including information described in sub-
section (e)(2), shall include or reveal person-
ally identifiable information about any indi-
vidual. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act, the terms 
‘‘elementary school’’, ‘‘local educational 
agency’’, ‘‘paraprofessional’’, ‘‘parent’’, 
‘‘other staff’’, ‘‘school leader’’, ‘‘secondary 
school’’, ‘‘Secretary’’, ‘‘specialized instruc-
tional support personnel’’, and ‘‘State edu-
cational agency’’ have the meaning given 
those terms, respectively, under section 8101 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. STEVENS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the measure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 

b 1145 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

I was proud to co-introduce this im-
portant legislation with my colleague, 
Congressman MAX ROSE, and I would 
like to start by thanking him for his 
work and leadership on this bill and on 
behalf of Danny and his family. 

In 2016, 13-year-old Daniel 
Fitzpatrick took his life as a direct re-
sult of bullying at school. 

To honor Danny and to help save 
countless other young lives, his family 
committed to advocacy and established 
the Danny’s Angel Network Nurturing 
Youth, DANNY, foundation to raise 
awareness and end bullying in schools. 

One out of every five kids in this 
country experiences bullying. The 
problem has grown and moved from be-
yond the playground to the internet as 
students spend more and more time on-
line. 

Bullying contributes to emotional 
and mental health problems for chil-
dren across this country and, in far too 
many cases, has driven kids to suicide. 
In fact, a recently released CDC report 
stated that suicide of youth ages 10 to 
24 has increased by nearly 60 percent in 
the last 10 years. 

This is an issue that deserves our 
consideration, deserves research, and 
deserves action. We simply must do 
more to prevent bullying and its dev-
astating consequences. 

Danny’s Law would establish an 
antibullying roundtable, a commission 
tasked with studying bullying in ele-
mentary and secondary schools and 
producing a report with best practices 
to address it. 

While we cannot bring back those we 
have lost to bullying and suicide, this 
commission will give schools and edu-
cators the tools to end bullying—some-
thing I hear from my constituents far 
too often, from my schools, from my 
educators—and it will ensure that 
every student can grow and learn in a 
safe and welcoming environment. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 3659, 
Danny’s Law, bipartisan legislation 
that would establish an antibullying 
roundtable to examine bullying in ele-
mentary and secondary schools in the 
United States. 

One-third of the world’s youth are 
bullied. This is a saddening statistic. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, students who 
are bullied are more likely to experi-
ence low self-esteem and isolation, per-
form poorly in school, have fewer 
friends, have a negative view of aca-
demics, and experience physical symp-
toms and mental health issues. 

We all agree that no child should be 
bullied in any school, and as elected 
representatives, we are in a position to 
coordinate on our efforts to support 
our schools in preventing such mis-
treatments. 

The legislation before us today is 
named in honor of Daniel Fitzpatrick, 
a 13-year-old boy who tragically died 
by suicide in August 2016 after being 
bullied by his peers. 

Before taking his own life, Daniel 
wrote a note to his family detailing the 
struggles he faced with bullying and 
the lack of response by his teachers. 
This is heartbreaking, and it is unac-
ceptable. 

Unfortunately, devastating stories 
like Daniel’s are becoming far too com-
mon throughout our country and have 
lasting impacts on American families 
and our communities. 

Today, we are here to act. 
Under Danny’s Law, Members of Con-

gress and the Secretary of Education 
will appoint 15 individuals representing 
a variety of community members with 
insight into bullying and its effects on 
children. These parents, school leaders, 
teachers, school security, and psy-
chologists will serve on an antibullying 
roundtable to consult with State and 
local educational agencies regarding 
the growing issue of bullying and to 
discuss prevention measures to reduce 
its increasing toll on our Nation’s 
youth. 

By addressing the mistreatment and 
harassment of school-age children, we 
can help create a safe learning environ-
ment for students. They are our future. 
We have a vested interest in giving 
families, schools, and communities the 
tools they need to shape young Ameri-
cans to be successful leaders. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
taking action to combat bullying in 
our Nation’s elementary and secondary 
schools, and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
H.R. 3659 for children like Danny and 
millions of others who face bullying 
every single day. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ROSE), the author of 
this bill. 

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I thank, of course, the chair-
man of this committee and my wonder-
ful colleague from Michigan for her 
friendship and her extraordinary lead-
ership. 

I rise today to urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of H.R. 3659, otherwise 
known as Danny’s Law. 
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This bill will establish a roundtable 

of experts and stakeholders to study 
and report on the problem of bullying 
in our schools. 

This isn’t a new problem, but it is 
one that is increasingly more prevalent 
and increasingly more complex. Kids 
today don’t just face bullying at 
school. They bring it home with them 
as well, home on their phones, home on 
their computers. It is all over social 
media. 

Addressing this problem will require 
a head-on commitment nationwide to 
end bullying, one that involves not just 
lawmakers as ourselves, but every sin-
gle person in this Nation, private sec-
tor, public sector, everyone. 

I hope this bill will be a first step to-
ward instilling emotional literacy in 
our young people so that they can see 
the common humanity amongst each 
other and grow to be empathetic 
adults. 

I sincerely hope that we can model 
that behavior as well for them. In 
times like this, when our country is 
growing ever more divided, we need to 
be teaching our children not the art of 
division but how to accept one another, 
respect each other, work with each 
other. 

Danny Fitzpatrick was one of those 
people. He was a boy who loved to love. 
He accepted each person as they are 
and always found in them a shared hu-
manity. 

Society, our society, allowed a beau-
tiful young boy like Danny to be 
bullied so horribly that he took his 
own life at 13 years old. 

This should not happen in America. 
This cannot happen in America, not to 
any family. But his mother, Danny’s 
mother, took her pain and she made it 
her mission to ensure that no other 
family experiences this agony. 

We cannot get Danny back. We can-
not erase his family’s pain. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield an additional 30 seconds to the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam 
Speaker, we cannot get Danny back. 
We cannot erase his family’s pain. But 
what we can do right here is give 
Danny’s life meaning and protect all of 
America’s children, our children, by 
passing this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I once again want to 
thank the staff, Chairman SCOTT, and 
Ranking Member FOXX for bringing 
this overdue bill to the floor. I urge my 
colleagues, on behalf of America’s chil-
dren, to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD). 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
speak in support of H.R. 3659, Danny’s 
Law, and I thank my friends and col-
leagues, MAX ROSE and HALEY STE-
VENS, for introducing this important 
bill. 

Across our communities, a national 
epidemic of suicide has devastated far 
too many families. One of the most 
heartbreaking aspects of this crisis 
concerns the loss of children to suicide, 
often a result of pervasive, over-
whelming bullying by their peers. 

Danny’s Law was named for Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, a 13-year-old boy whose 
experiences with bullying led him to 
take his own life. 

By directing the President to estab-
lish an antibullying roundtable to 
make recommendations pertaining to 
bullying in elementary and secondary 
schools, this legislation would make 
ending bullying a national priority. 

People of all ages, including children, 
suffer from the effects of unmet mental 
health needs, with consequences that 
can be dire. In taking the issue of sui-
cide among children out of the shad-
ows, we can begin to overcome the stig-
ma around mental health challenges, 
which remain far too prevalent in our 
society. 

In addition to the sometimes extreme 
consequences of pervasive bullying, 
students who are bullied by their class-
mates are not able to fully pursue their 
education or receive equal access to 
the academic and social opportunities 
their schools provide. Preventing and 
ending bullying will remove this major 
barrier. 

Together, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike, let us pass this bill in re-
membrance of Daniel Fitzpatrick and 
in support of his family. 

To every young person in our com-
munities who may feel judged or alone, 
you will never be alone. You are free to 
be who you are. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
have no other speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman for her lead-
ership, and I thank the outstanding co-
sponsors of this legislation, my friend 
Mr. ROSE and my colleague from New 
Jersey, for coming together around a 
concept that I have had the disappoint-
ment and sadness to work on for most 
of my tenure in the United States Con-
gress, and that is bullying. 

I am so saddened that we have to 
name bills after young people, precious 
young people, who have taken their 
lives. 

Bullying—breaking news—destroys 
our children. It not only destroys the 
person that is bullied—many times, un-
beknownst to their friends or their 
family so that someone could provide 
them comfort and reaffirm their dig-
nity and their worth because that is 
what bullying does, it says that you 
are not worth anything—but it also de-
stroys the bully. 

So, I am excited about a commission, 
a roundtable established by the Presi-
dent to study bullying in elementary 
and secondary schools in the United 
States. Their report will make rec-

ommendations for combating bullying 
and educating school officials in recog-
nizing it. 

I know how hard school officials 
work. I talk to my superintendents and 
teachers all the time. But they miss 
these things, and that means the child 
suffers alone. 

This bill is named after Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, a 13-year-old boy who died 
on August 11, 2016. He was a loving and 
generous kid who embodied kindness 
and empathy to all. 

He was also the victim of relentless 
physical, mental, verbal, and emo-
tional bullying. No child should have 
to go through that. 

I have worked on this for a very long 
period of time. In 2019, I was able to 
pass H.R. 494, the Tiffany Joslyn Juve-
nile Accountability Block Grant Reau-
thorization and Bullying Prevention 
and Intervention Act. 

I think these bills need to be passed 
immediately by the United States Sen-
ate and, really, go to the President of 
the United States. 

A child is bullied every 7 seconds. Ap-
proximately 11 percent of students sim-
ply do not go to school at least 1 day 
during the school year because they 
feel unsafe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
DELBENE). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield an additional 30 seconds to the 
gentlewoman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman for her kind-
ness. 

In the last year alone, an estimated 
160,000 students across the country 
skipped school because they feared 
being bullied. 

I started out by saying, and let me 
specifically note, in 2018, 7.1 percent of 
LGBTQ students were verbally bullied 
because of their sexual orientation. 
Twenty-eight or 30 percent of those 
students were physically bullied. 

Let me just say this. This is an excel-
lent bill. It brings us all together. It 
announces our attempt to respond to 
Danny’s mother, to attack an epidemic 
of bullying in our schools. 

We don’t know where it starts. We 
don’t know where these children come 
from. But we have to help them be-
cause bullying destroys the lives of the 
bully and of the one bullied. 

Madam Speaker, as a cosponsor and senior 
member of the Judiciary and Homeland Com-
mittees, I rise in strong support of H.R. 3659, 
‘‘Danny’s Law,’’ which requires the President 
to establish an Anti-Bullying Roundtable to 
study bullying in elementary and secondary 
schools in the United States. 

The 13-member roundtable will consist of 
relevant stakeholders, including but not limited 
to teachers, parents of schoolchildren, and 
guidance counselors, who will submit a report 
to Congress on best practices concerning bul-
lying upon 270 days of convening. 

This report will provide recommendations for 
combating bullying, educating school officials 
on how to recognize bullying, as well as help-
ing parents to address the early warning signs 
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of bullying with their children, so that we can 
take a well-informed step forward in the fight 
against childhood bullying. 

This bill is named after Daniel Fitzpatrick, a 
13-year-old boy who died by suicide on Au-
gust 11, 2016. 

Danny was a loving and generous kid who 
embodied kindness and empathy to all. 

He was also the victim of relentless phys-
ical, mental, verbal, and emotional bullying at 
school. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress, I have 
been an active advocate for anti-bullying initia-
tives. 

In January 2019, I was able to achieve 
broad bipartisan support for my bill, H.R. 494, 
the Tiffany Joslyn Juvenile Accountability 
Block Grant Reauthorization and Bullying Pre-
vention and Intervention Act, which was later 
passed in the House. 

Although some people may dismiss bullying 
as a normal part of growing up, bullying can 
be detrimental to a child’s education and have 
lifelong consequences. 

It is an epidemic that plagues our country 
and too often claims the lives of our youth. 

In Houston, Texas, a child is bullied every 
seven seconds and approximately 11 percent 
of students do not go to school at least one 
day during the school year because they feel 
unsafe. 

On a national level, 90 percent of students 
between the fourth and eighth grades report 
being victims of some type of bullying. 

In the last year alone, an estimated 160,000 
students across the country skipped school 
because they fear being bullied by their peers, 
and many more attended school in a state of 
anxiety and depression, affecting their ability 
to effectively learn. 

Students who are chronically absent be-
tween grades 8 and 12 are over seven times 
more likely to drop out before graduation and 
long-term consequences include poverty as 
well as diminished mental and physical health. 

Furthermore, students who identify or are 
perceived as LGBTQ are often at an in-
creased risk of being bullied. 

In 2018, 70.1 percent of LGBTQ students 
were verbally bullied because of their sexual 
orientation while 28.9 percent of LGBTQ stu-
dents were physically bullied. 

Youth with disabilities and those who are 
socially isolated are also considered as vulner-
able populations when it comes to being tar-
gets for bullying. 

Cyber bullying adds an additional layer of 
complexity when trying to build a safe environ-
ment for all youth. 

In today’s world, our children are exposed to 
technology at a much younger age, which 
raises the likelihood of them being subjected 
to cyberbullying. 

Over 80 percent of teens use a cell phone 
regularly, making it the most popular form of 
technology and a common medium for cyber 
bullying. 

According to the i-SAFE foundation, over 50 
percent of adolescents and teens have been 
bullied online. 

Yet, well over half of young people do not 
tell their parents when they are being bullied 
online. 

By passing Danny’s Law today, we are tak-
ing a tremendous, nonpartisan step towards 
eliminating childhood bullying and promoting 
more inclusive and tolerant environments for 
the next generation. 

I am proud to be a leader on this important 
legislation that will undoubtably improve the 
educational experiences of the next genera-
tion, and I ask all members from both parties 
to join me in voting to pass H.R. 3659. 

b 1200 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Today, we are here for one reason, 
and that is to take action to ensure 
that children like Danny never feel as 
if they have nowhere to turn. No child 
should be subject to cruel treatment 
from his or her peers under any cir-
cumstances, especially in the class-
room. H.R. 3659, Danny’s Law, is a uni-
fied effort to combat bullying and to 
ensure students have a safe and 
healthy environment to learn and to 
grow. 

I would like to thank my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle for taking a 
stand against bullying for our Nation’s 
children. I strongly urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
on H.R. 3659 so we can move this bill 
swiftly through the legislative process 
and to President Trump’s desk for sig-
nature. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I urge my colleagues today to sup-
port H.R. 3659. 

Once again, I want to thank and com-
mend my colleague, Congressman MAX 
ROSE, for his incredible leadership. He 
has taken tragedy and turned it into 
action. 

Our colleagues are absolutely right 
that this deserves the full attention of 
our government, and it is why we are 
taking this to the highest level of our 
government, to combat bullying. 

This bill honors the life of Danny 
Fitzpatrick, and it recognizes what so 
many families are working to prevent, 
what so many families and commu-
nities across this country never want 
to see happen. It will help end bullying. 
It will protect students across this 
country, and I look forward to seeing 
this bill become law. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
STEVENS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3659, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY 
LEARNING CENTERS 
CORONAVIRUS RELIEF ACT OF 
2020 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8162) to express the sense of Con-
gress that the Secretary of Education 

should provide certain waivers to com-
munity learning centers, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8162 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘21st Century 
Community Learning Centers Coronavirus 
Relief Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING FLEXI-

BLE USE OF SUBGRANT FUNDS. 
It is the sense of Congress that for school 

year 2020–2021, notwithstanding each provi-
sion in part B of title IV of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 7171 et seq.) that requires activities 
under such part be carried out during non-
school hours or periods when school is not in 
session, the Secretary of Education should 
carry out the exceptions included in the no-
tice entitled ‘‘Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Comment Request; 21st CCLC 
4201(b)(1) Waiver Request’’, published by the 
Department of Education in the Federal Reg-
ister on September 3, 2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 55002) 
by providing that each eligible entity that is 
awarded a subgrant under section 4204 of 
such Act (20 U.S.C. 7174) for community 
learning centers may use such subgrant 
funds— 

(1) to carry out activities described in sec-
tion 4205 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 7175), regard-
less of whether such activities are conducted 
in-person or virtually, or during school hours 
or when school is in session; and 

(2) to provide in-person care during— 
(A) the regular school day for students eli-

gible to receive services under part B of title 
IV of such Act (20 U.S.C. 7171 et seq.); and 

(B) a period in which full-time in-person 
instruction is not available for all such stu-
dents served by such eligible entity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise to speak in support of passing 

the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Coronavirus Relief Act of 2020, 
which I recently introduced. 

This pandemic and economic crisis 
have disrupted every aspect of life in 
our society. As a result of the pan-
demic, many school districts will pro-
vide academic instruction through re-
mote or hybrid learning models this 
school year. Estimates suggest that 
this fall, nearly 24 million workers 
with children between the ages of 6 and 
14 will have no at-home childcare op-
tion. 
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For parents struggling to care for 

their children while maintaining their 
professional responsibilities or trying 
to return to the workforce, this time 
has been an unprecedented challenge. 
Those of us who have the honor of rep-
resenting our communities in Congress 
must act. My commonsense, bipartisan 
legislation offers a path forward. 

My bill expresses a sense of Congress 
that the flexibility provided to States 
through the Department of Education’s 
recent waiver for 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers, the only feder-
ally funded initiative dedicated to sup-
porting after-school, before-school, and 
summer learning programs, allows sub-
grantees to provide virtual program-
ming and school-aged childcare during 
the workday to help meet the need of 
students and families during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

These learning centers, which typi-
cally operate out of Boys & Girls Clubs, 
YMCAs, schools, and other community 
centers, have existing trusted partner-
ships with the school districts that 
they serve. The flexibility expressed in 
my legislation will help school dis-
tricts leverage these partnerships to 
create options for families and to cul-
tivate environments in which K–12 stu-
dents could receive additional aca-
demic support, school-aged children 
could receive safe care during the 
workday, schoolday, and working par-
ents would be able to return to and 
stay in the workforce. 

Over the last several months, I have 
heard from dozens of parents across my 
community who are concerned about 
how they are going to tackle this 
school year, how they will find afford-
able childcare, how they make sure 
their children don’t fall behind aca-
demically, and how they will stay in 
the workforce. I am proud that my leg-
islation supports flexible, affordable, 
school-aged childcare options to create 
safe, structured learning environments 
for students to thrive and to enable 
parents to get back to work. 

Right now, families need options and 
flexibility. Without it, our students, 
our workers, and our economy will all 
pay the price. Putting forward solu-
tions to these issues is a national pri-
ority, not just for the sake of children 
and families across our communities, 
but also for businesses trying to retain 
employees or hire new workers. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to join me in passing this leg-
islation with a resounding, bipartisan 
vote. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
8162, the 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Coronavirus Relief 
Act, bipartisan legislation that ex-
presses Congress’ support for actions 
the Department of Education is taking 
to expand access to in-person care and 
academic support for students during 
the COVID–19 pandemic. 

The 2020–2021 school year looks very 
different for parents, teachers, and stu-
dents. Schools are operating on vary-
ing schedules of in-person, remote, and 
hybrid instruction to ensure that stu-
dents remain safe while not falling be-
hind academically. 

Most students will be saddled with 
the challenges of beginning a new year 
of school while making up for lost 
learning caused by the disruptions 
from COVID–19. 

Working parents of school-aged chil-
dren face unique challenges during the 
pandemic. Finding childcare when in- 
person instruction is not offered has 
become a burdensome task for many 
families, especially low-income fami-
lies. 

If these hardworking families aren’t 
able to return to work, our Nation’s 
economic recovery will be severely im-
peded. Today, we are here to address 
this growing problem by passing the bi-
partisan 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Coronavirus Relief 
Act. 

The 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Center, CCLC, program, is a feder-
ally funded after-school program. The 
grantees are locally operated, often by 
school districts and community-based 
organizations, and primarily serve stu-
dents attending schools with high con-
centrations of low-income families. 

Students at 21st CCLCs participate in 
academic and enrichment programs, 
receive support services such as tutor-
ing and mentoring, and their families 
are encouraged to actively participate 
in their children’s studies. 

Since after-school program staff have 
established relationships with students 
and have experience providing sup-
portive services, they are uniquely 
qualified to assist students during the 
2020–2021 school year. 

Under current law, 21st CCLCs must 
operate during ‘‘non-school hours,’’ 
such as before and after school or dur-
ing summer breaks. The Department of 
Education announced plans to address 
this by offering waivers to States to 
allow 21st CCLCs to expand their hours 
of operation during the 2020–2021 school 
year. 

The legislation under consideration 
today expresses Congress’ support for 
the Department of Education to grant 
flexibility for 21st CCLCs to operate 
outside of this year’s constraint for the 
upcoming school year. 

With these new flexibilities, 21st 
CCLCs will be able to provide program-
ming during regular school hours and 
offer in-person care to students who 
cannot be in school throughout the 
regular day. Further, 21st CCLCs will 
be able to serve students in person or 
virtually in order to better accommo-
date the various needs of the families 
during the year. 

I thank Representative WILD for 
leading this important legislation, and 
I strongly urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on H.R. 
8162. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Nevada (Mrs. LEE). 

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, on behalf of the people of Nevada’s 
Third Congressional District, I rise 
today in support of the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers 
Coronavirus Relief Act. 

We are now over 3 weeks into the 
school year in my district, and it is 
clear that we need to do so much more 
to support our students, parents, and 
schools. 

Whether it is at-home or in-person 
learning, the pandemic is throwing 
challenges at our kids that make learn-
ing more difficult and, in some cases, 
nearly impossible. This isn’t just a 
struggle for students, but also for par-
ents who are also juggling work while 
supervising remote learning for their 
kids. 

We can’t just ask parents to make 
the best of a bad situation. It should be 
on Congress to help our working fami-
lies. Whether in a school building or in 
a living room, we need to create a sup-
portive, engaging environment for our 
students, while giving parents the 
flexibility to still work and provide for 
their families—and that is what this 
bill does. 

It will provide additional academic 
support for K–12 students by offering 
access to safe, supervised learning dur-
ing the day to take some weight off the 
shoulders of working parents. This will 
be done by bringing together schools, 
community organizations, nonprofits, 
local government, and after-school pro-
viders to expand access to academic re-
sources and create flexibility for fami-
lies. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for the 
21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Coronavirus Relief Act to give 
our students and parents the flexibility 
and the resources they need to make 
this school year count. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE). 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 8162, the 
21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Coronavirus Relief Act. 

As the coronavirus pandemic con-
tinues, schools throughout Rhode Is-
land and all across America have been 
forced to close their doors, some for 
the rest of the year. 

b 1215 

This trend means that high-quality 
after-school and summer programs will 
be even more necessary to provide 
young people with a safe, enriching 
place to learn and grow. We have an ob-
ligation to ensure that these programs 
have the resources and flexibility need-
ed to meet the needs of America’s chil-
dren. 

Currently, more than 2 million chil-
dren and families rely on NITA M. 
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LOWEY 21st Century Community Learn-
ing Centers for after-school and sum-
mer learning programming. With 
schools across the country closing, 
many students are unable to obtain 
services provided by out-of-school pro-
grams, including academic assistance, 
a safe place to be when their parents 
are working, and access to a hot meal 
or healthy snack. 

We know after-school programming 
provides one of the most effective ways 
to keep children safe in the late after-
noon and early evening hours and 
keeps them on the right path to com-
pleting school. These programs help 
students develop essential life skills 
such as problem-solving, critical think-
ing, and healthy living. 

Additional flexibility for 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning Centers will 
help improve access to these critical 
programs and will make sure that 
after-school programming is available 
to students and families to keep chil-
dren safe and engaged and to strength-
en families and communities through-
out the pandemic. 

Madam Speaker, I urge passage of 
the bill, and I thank the gentlewoman 
for yielding me the time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Madam Speaker, working parents 
across the country are currently grap-
pling with the challenge of finding af-
fordable childcare as COVID–19-related 
school closures force many students to 
stay home. Parents are eager to return 
to work, but without reliable, afford-
able childcare options, students, work-
ers, and the economy will be impacted 
significantly. 

H.R. 8162, the bipartisan 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers 
Coronavirus Relief Act, supports the 
Department of Education’s efforts to 
extend a commonsense solution that 
will help parents return to the work-
force by increasing access to safe, sup-
portive environments for students. By 
giving 21st CCLCs greater flexibility to 
provide normal programming during 
school hours and in-person care to stu-
dents during the regular school day, 
parents can return to work with peace 
of mind, knowing that their children 
are in good hands and not falling be-
hind academically. 

Again, Madam Speaker, I thank Rep-
resentative WILD for introducing this 
legislation. I strongly urge a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote on H.R. 8162, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my colleague across the aisle, Mr. VAN 
DREW, for supporting this very impor-
tant piece of legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
support H.R. 8162. It is legislation that 
will provide vital support for students, 
for parents, for employers, for schools, 
and for our economy as we all grapple 
with the effects of this pandemic. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak in support of H.R. 8162, the ‘‘21st 
Century Community Learning Centers 
Coronavirus Relief Act’’. 

H.R. 8162, expands the allowable uses for 
subgrants provided under the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers Program for the 
2020–2021 school year. 

Specifically, the bill allows eligible entities 
that are awarded program subgrants for com-
munity learning centers to use these sub-
grants to: (1) carry out activities that advance 
student academic achievement and support 
student success, regardless of whether such 
activities are conducted in person, virtually, 
during school hours, or when school is in ses-
sion; and (2) provide in-person care during the 
regular school day and when full-time in-per-
son instruction is not available to students. 
(Currently, the program only supports aca-
demic enrichment opportunities for children 
during non-school hours or periods when 
school is not in session.) 

Because of the ongoing COVID–19 threat to 
health, the spring of 2020, saw the forced clo-
sure of all K–12 and post-secondary education 
institutions in the Nation. 

There is an urgent need to meet the edu-
cation crisis the Nation is facing with an ade-
quate response. 

Data from the National Center for Education 
Statistics shows that one out of every four 
households in Texas does not have access to 
broadband internet, and some 8 million homes 
do not have a computer or a smartphone. 

Because of this bill, Community Learning 
Centers will provide academic enrichment op-
portunities during school and non-school hours 
for children, particularly students who attend 
high-poverty and low-performing schools. 

The program helps students meet state and 
local student standards in core academic sub-
jects, such as reading and math; offers stu-
dents a broad array of enrichment activities 
that can complement their regular academic 
programs; and offers literacy and other edu-
cational services to the families of participating 
children. 

Technological difficulty is just one of the 
reasons students could become disengaged 
from the virtual learning environment. 

Learning Centers are needed because de-
spite being one of the most developed coun-
tries in the world, the United States has one 
of the highest rates of childhood poverty glob-
ally. 

Preliminary data on the Huston Independent 
School District (HISD) from the Texas Edu-
cation Agency shows 23.4 percent of students 
lost contact or stopped engaging with learning 
during the Spring. 

This is more than twice statewide average, 
the total statewide for unengaged students is 
nearly 500,000. 

One key factor is poverty, children born or 
raised in poverty face a number of disadvan-
tages, most evidently in education. 

Poverty reduces a child’s readiness for 
school because it leads to poor physical 
health and motor skills, diminishes a child’s 
ability to concentrate and remember informa-
tion, and reduces attentiveness, curiosity and 
motivation. 

Children in poverty are also finding the chal-
lenge of keeping up with school work more dif-
ficult due to COVID–19. 

One of the most severe effects of poverty in 
the United States is that poor children enter 

school with this readiness gap, and it grows 
as they get older. 

Children feel alienated from society; suffer 
insecurities because of their socioeconomic 
status; fear the consequences of their poverty; 
endure feelings of powerlessness; and are 
angry at society’s inability to aid in their strug-
gles. 

Children from lower-income families are 
more likely than students from wealthier back-
grounds to have lower test scores, and they 
are at higher risk of dropping out of school. 

Students with low income backgrounds who 
complete high school are less likely to attend 
college than students from higher-income fam-
ilies. 

For some children, the effects of poverty on 
education present unique challenges in break-
ing the cycle of generational poverty and re-
duce their chances of leading rewarding, pro-
ductive lives. 

In addition to these challenges’ children liv-
ing in poverty often do not have access to 
necessary computer technology, broadband 
internet connection to participate in remote 
learning, or the nutritional support that pro-
vides adequate food, which is essential to 
learning. 

We know that this crisis created by COVID– 
19 was difficult for the Nation’s approximately 
56.6 million students, 3.5 million full- and part- 
time public school teachers, and parents. 

This bill is necessary as the beginning of 
the fall school year continues to pose chal-
lenges to educating the nation’s children. 

To meet the challenges created by COVID– 
19, the HISD school board passed a budget 
amendment earlier this month to spend $31 
million on devices for students. By the end of 
the year, the district says it plans to have dis-
tributed nearly 125,000 devices and hotspots 
to students. 

The statute being amended only allows 
learning centers and related grants to be fund-
ed when schools are in session. 

At a time when learning centers are more 
important to education because COVID–19 is 
impacting schools’ functioning as the primary 
source of full time learning we need to act to 
support this education resource. 

Children are depending on Congress to 
make education possible during COVID–19. 

There are: 50.8 million students in public 
schools, and 5.8 million students in private 
schools. 

Among the 50.8 million students enrolled in 
elementary and secondary public schools: 1.4 
million were in prekindergarten; 3.7 million 
were in kindergarten; 35.5 million attended el-
ementary through middle school (K and 8th 
grade); and 15.3 million attended high school 
(9 through 12th grade). 

Through 2028, enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 51.4 million. 

In 2018, 3.3 million students graduated from 
high school, marking nearly a 1 percent in-
crease from 2017; 3.7 million were expected 
to graduate in 2020; 3.3 million from public 
high schools; and 0.4 million from private 
schools. 

The average per-student expenditure in 
public schools is $13,440. 

In 2019, there are approximately 16,800 
school districts in the United States. 

13 percent of all public school students 
were served by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Act for the 2015–2016 school year. 

Between 2000 and 2016, total public school 
enrollment increased for 32 states. 
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The following saw increases of 15 percent 

or more: Florida, Delaware, North Carolina, 
Idaho, Georgia, Colorado, Arizona, Texas, 
Utah, and Nevada. 

The following states saw decreases of 10 
percent or more: Michigan, Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont. 

In 2018, 7 million or 13.7 percent of public 
school students received special education 
services. 

In 2017, 9.6 percent of public school stu-
dents were learning English as a second lan-
guage. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
H.R. 8162. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. WILD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8162, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROMOTING RESEARCH AND OB-
SERVATIONS OF SPACE WEATH-
ER TO IMPROVE THE FORE-
CASTING OF TOMORROW ACT 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (S. 881) to improve under-
standing and forecasting of space 
weather events, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 881 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting 
Research and Observations of Space Weather 
to Improve the Forecasting of Tomorrow 
Act’’ or the ‘‘PROSWIFT Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SPACE WEATHER. 

(a) POLICY.—It shall be the policy of the 
United States to prepare and protect against 
the social and economic impacts of space 
weather phenomena by supporting actions to 
improve space weather forecasts and pre-
dictions including: sustaining and enhancing 
critical observations, identifying research 
needs and promoting opportunities for re-
search-to-operations and operations-to-re-
search collaborations both within and out-
side of the Federal Government, advancing 
space weather models, engaging with all sec-
tors of the space weather community, in-
cluding academia, the commercial sector, 
and international partners, and under-
standing the needs of space weather end 
users. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO TITLE 51, UNITED STATES 
CODE.—Subtitle VI of title 51, United States 
Code, is amended by adding after chapter 605 
the following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 606—SPACE WEATHER 
‘‘Sec. 
‘‘60601. Space weather. 
‘‘60602. Integrated strategy. 
‘‘60603. Sustaining and advancing critical 

space weather observations. 
‘‘60604. Research activities. 
‘‘60605. Space weather data. 
‘‘60606. Space weather knowledge transfer 

and information exchange. 

‘‘60607. Pilot program for obtaining commer-
cial sector space weather data. 

‘‘60608. Space weather benchmarks. 
‘‘§ 60601. Space weather 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.— 
‘‘(1) SPACE WEATHER.—Congress makes the 

following findings with respect to space 
weather: 

‘‘(A) Space weather phenomena pose a sig-
nificant threat to ground-based and space- 
based critical infrastructure, modern techno-
logical systems, and humans working in 
space. 

‘‘(B) The effects of severe space weather on 
the electric power grid, satellites and sat-
ellite communications and information, 
aviation operations, astronauts living and 
working in space, and space-based position, 
navigation, and timing systems could have 
significant societal, economic, national secu-
rity, and health impacts. 

‘‘(C) Space-based and ground-based obser-
vations provide crucial data necessary to un-
derstand, forecast, and prepare for space 
weather phenomena. 

‘‘(D) Clear roles and accountability of Fed-
eral departments and agencies are critical 
for efficient and effective response to threats 
posed by space weather. 

‘‘(E) Space weather observation and fore-
casting are essential for the success of 
human and robotic space exploration. 

‘‘(F) In October 2015, the National Science 
and Technology Council published a National 
Space Weather Strategy and a National 
Space Weather Action Plan seeking to inte-
grate national space weather efforts and add 
new capabilities to meet increasing demand 
for space weather information. 

‘‘(G) In March 2019, the National Science 
and Technology Council published an up-
dated National Space Weather Strategy and 
Action Plan to enhance the preparedness and 
resilience of the United States to space 
weather. 

‘‘(2) ROLE OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Congress 
makes the following findings with respect to 
the role of Federal agencies on space weath-
er: 

‘‘(A) The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration provides operational 
space weather monitoring, forecasting, and 
long-term data archiving and access for civil 
applications, maintains ground-based and 
space-based assets to provide observations 
needed for space weather forecasting, pre-
diction, and warnings, provides research to 
support operational responsibilities, and de-
velops requirements for space weather fore-
casting technologies and science. 

‘‘(B) The Department of Defense provides 
operational space weather research, moni-
toring, and forecasting for the Department’s 
unique missions and applications. 

‘‘(C) The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration provides increased under-
standing of the fundamental physics of the 
Sun-Earth system through basic research, 
space-based observations and modeling, de-
veloping new space-based technologies and 
missions, and monitoring of space weather 
for the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s space missions. 

‘‘(D) The National Science Foundation pro-
vides increased understanding of the Sun- 
Earth system through ground-based meas-
urements, technologies, and modeling. 

‘‘(E) The Department of the Interior col-
lects, distributes, and archives operational 
ground-based magnetometer data in the 
United States and its territories, works with 
the international community to improve 
global geophysical monitoring, and develops 
crustal conductivity models to assess and 
mitigate risks from space weather-induced 
electric ground currents. 

‘‘(F) The Federal Aviation Administration 
provides operational requirements for space 

weather services in support of aviation and 
for coordination of these requirements with 
the International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion, and integrates space weather data and 
products into the Next Generation Air 
Transportation System. 

‘‘(b) COORDINATION BY OFFICE OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY.—The Director of 
the Office of Science and Technology Policy 
shall— 

‘‘(1) coordinate the development and imple-
mentation of Federal Government activities 
conducted with respect to space weather to 
improve the ability of the United States to 
prepare for, avoid, mitigate, respond to, and 
recover from potentially devastating im-
pacts of space weather; and 

‘‘(2) coordinate the activities of the inter-
agency working group on space weather es-
tablished under subsection (c). 

‘‘(c) SPACE WEATHER INTERAGENCY WORKING 
GROUP.—Not later than 90 days after the date 
of enactment of the PROSWIFT Act, the Na-
tional Science and Technology Council shall 
establish an interagency working group on 
space weather (in this chapter referred to as 
the ‘interagency working group’) to coordi-
nate executive branch actions that improve 
the understanding and prediction of and 
preparation for space weather phenomena, 
and coordinate Federal space weather activi-
ties. 

‘‘(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The following entities 
shall be members of the interagency working 
group: 

‘‘(A) The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

‘‘(B) The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. 

‘‘(C) The National Science Foundation. 
‘‘(D) The Department of Defense. 
‘‘(E) The Department of the Interior. 
‘‘(F) Such other Federal agencies as the Di-

rector of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy deems appropriate. 

‘‘(2) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) The members of the interagency 

working group may enter into one or more 
interagency agreements providing for co-
operation and collaboration in the develop-
ment of space weather spacecraft, instru-
ments, technologies, and research to oper-
ations and operations to research in accord-
ance with this chapter. 

‘‘(B) The Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration and 
the Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration shall enter 
into one or more interagency agreements 
providing for cooperation and collaboration 
in the development of space weather space-
craft, instruments, and technologies in ac-
cordance with this chapter. 

‘‘(3) INTERNATIONAL, ACADEMIC COMMUNITY, 
AND COMMERCIAL SECTOR COLLABORATION.— 
Each Federal agency participating in the 
space weather interagency working group es-
tablished under this subsection shall, to the 
extent practicable, increase engagement and 
cooperation with the international commu-
nity, academic community, and commercial 
space weather sector on the observational in-
frastructure, data, and scientific research 
necessary to advance the monitoring, fore-
casting, and prediction of, preparation for, 
and protection from, space weather phe-
nomena. 

‘‘(d) SPACE WEATHER ADVISORY GROUP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of the 
PROSWIFT Act, the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, in consultation with other relevant 
Federal agencies, shall establish a space 
weather advisory group (in this chapter re-
ferred to as the ‘advisory group’) for the pur-
poses of receiving advice from the academic 
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community, the commercial space weather 
sector, and space weather end users that in-
forms the interests and work of the inter-
agency working group. 

‘‘(B) COMPOSITION.—The advisory group 
shall be composed of not more than 15 mem-
bers appointed by the interagency working 
group, of whom— 

‘‘(i) 5 members shall be representatives of 
the academic community; 

‘‘(ii) 5 members shall be representatives of 
the commercial space weather sector; and 

‘‘(iii) 5 members shall be nongovernmental 
representatives of the space weather end 
user community. 

‘‘(C) CHAIR.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date on which the last member of the ad-
visory group is appointed under subpara-
graph (B), the Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
shall appoint 1 member as the Chair of the 
advisory group. 

‘‘(D) TERMS.—The length of the term of 
each member of the advisory group shall be 
3 years beginning on the date on which the 
member is appointed. 

‘‘(E) TERM LIMITS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A member of the advi-

sory group may not serve on the advisory 
group for more than 2 consecutive terms. 

‘‘(ii) CHAIR.—A member of the advisory 
group may not serve as the Chair of the advi-
sory group for more than 2 terms, regardless 
of whether the terms are consecutive. 

‘‘(2) DUTIES.—The advisory group shall ad-
vise the interagency working group on the 
following: 

‘‘(A) Facilitating advances in the space 
weather enterprise of the United States. 

‘‘(B) Improving the ability of the United 
States to prepare for, mitigate, respond to, 
and recover from space weather phenomena. 

‘‘(C) Enabling the coordination and facili-
tation of research to operations and oper-
ations to research, as described in section 
60604(d). 

‘‘(D) Developing and implementing the in-
tegrated strategy under section 60602 includ-
ing subsequent updates and reevaluations. 

‘‘(3) USER SURVEY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the establishment of the advisory 
group, the advisory group shall conduct a 
comprehensive survey of the needs of users 
of space weather products to identify the 
space weather research, observations, fore-
casting, prediction, and modeling advances 
required to improve space weather products. 

‘‘(B) SURVEY CONSIDERATIONS.—The survey 
conducted under subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(i) assess the adequacy of current Federal 
Government goals for lead time, accuracy, 
coverage, timeliness, data rate, and data 
quality for space weather observations and 
forecasting; 

‘‘(ii) identify options and methods to, in 
consultation with the academic community 
and the commercial space weather sector, 
improve upon the advancement of the goals 
described in clause (i); 

‘‘(iii) identify opportunities for collection 
of new data to address the needs of the space 
weather user community; 

‘‘(iv) identify methods to increase coordi-
nation of space weather research to oper-
ations and operations to research; 

‘‘(v) identify opportunities for new tech-
nologies, research, and instrumentation to 
aid in research, understanding, monitoring, 
modeling, prediction, forecasting, and warn-
ing of space weather; and 

‘‘(vi) identify methods and technologies to 
improve preparedness for potential space 
weather phenomena. 

‘‘(C) COORDINATION WITH AGENCIES.—In car-
rying out the requirements of this sub-
section, the advisory group shall commu-
nicate and coordinate with the interagency 

working group to ensure the needs of the 
governmental space weather user commu-
nity are adequately and appropriately identi-
fied by the survey under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(D) BRIEFING TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 30 days after the completion of the sur-
vey under subparagraph (A), the advisory 
group shall provide to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate a briefing on the results of the 
survey under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(E) PUBLICATION.—Within 30 days of the 
briefing to Congress, the advisory group 
shall make the results of the survey under 
subparagraph (A) publicly available. 

‘‘(F) REEVALUATION.—The advisory group 
shall review and assess the survey under sub-
paragraph (A) not less than every 3 years and 
update, resubmit, and republish the survey 
in accordance with the requirements of sub-
paragraphs (D) and (E). 

‘‘(4) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT.— 
Section 14 of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to 
the advisory group. 
‘‘§ 60602. Integrated strategy 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, in 
collaboration with the interagency working 
group and upon the advice of the advisory 
group, shall develop a strategy for coordi-
nated observation of space weather among 
members of the interagency working group 
(in this chapter, referred to as the ‘inte-
grated strategy’). The integrated strategy 
shall identify— 

‘‘(1) observations and measurements that 
must be sustained beyond the lifetime of cur-
rent ground-based and space-based assets, as 
described under section 60603, that are essen-
tial for space weather research, models, fore-
casting, and prediction; 

‘‘(2) new observations and measurements 
that may significantly improve space weath-
er forecasting and prediction; and 

‘‘(3) plans for follow-on space-based obser-
vations under section 60603. 

‘‘(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing the 
integrated strategy in subsection (a), the Di-
rector of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy shall consider, as appropriate, 
the following: 

‘‘(1) Potential contributions of commercial 
solutions, prize authority, academic and 
international partnerships, microsatellites, 
small satellite options, ground-based instru-
ments, and hosted payloads for observations 
identified in section 60602(a)(2). 

‘‘(2) Work conducted before the date of en-
actment of the PROSWIFT Act by the Na-
tional Science and Technology Council with 
respect to space weather. 

‘‘(3) The survey under section 60601(d). 
‘‘(4) Any relevant recommendations from 

the most recent National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine Decadal 
Survey for Solar and Space Physics 
(Heliophysics). 

‘‘(c) REVIEW OF INTEGRATED STRATEGY.— 
‘‘(1) REVIEW.—The Administrator of the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion and the Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in 
consultation with Federal agencies partici-
pating in the interagency working group, 
shall enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine to review the integrated strat-
egy developed in this section. 

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—The review from 
paragraph (1) shall also consider the current 
state, capability, and feasibility of the com-
mercial space weather sector to provide new 
and supplemental observations and measure-
ments that may significantly improve space 
weather forecasting and prediction. 

‘‘(3) TRANSMITTAL.—The Director of the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, the 
Administrator of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, and the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration shall transmit the in-
tegrated strategy and the results of the re-
view required under paragraph (1) to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate not later than 
1 year after the date of the completion of the 
survey under section 60601(d)(3). The inte-
grated strategy and its review shall be made 
publicly available within 30 days of sub-
mittal to Congress. 

‘‘(d) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later 
than 180 days after delivery of the review of 
the integrated strategy in subsection (c)(3), 
the interagency working group shall develop 
a plan to implement the integrated strategy, 
including an estimate of the cost and sched-
ule required for implementation. Upon com-
pletion, the interagency working group shall 
submit the implementation plan to the Com-
mittees on Science, Space, and Technology 
and Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committees on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation and 
Armed Services of the Senate. The imple-
mentation plan shall be made publicly avail-
able within 30 days of submittal to Congress. 

‘‘(e) REEVALUATION.—The Director, in col-
laboration with the interagency working 
group, shall update the integrated strategy 
not later than 1 year after the reevaluation 
of the user survey from section 60601(d)(3)(F) 
in accordance with the requirements of sub-
sections (a) through (d). 
‘‘§ 60603. Sustaining and advancing critical 

space weather observations 
‘‘(a) POLICY.—It is the policy of the United 

States to— 
‘‘(1) establish and sustain a baseline capa-

bility for space weather observations and to 
make such observations and data publicly 
available; and 

‘‘(2) obtain enhanced space weather obser-
vations, as practicable, to advance fore-
casting and prediction capability, as in-
formed by the integrated strategy in section 
60602. 

‘‘(b) SUSTAINING BASELINE SPACE-BASED OB-
SERVATIONAL CAPABILITIES.— 

‘‘(1) The Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall, 
in cooperation with the European Space 
Agency and other international and inter-
agency partners, maintain operations of the 
Solar and Heliospheric Observatory/Large 
Angle and Spectrometric Coronagraph (re-
ferred to in this section as ‘SOHO/LASCO’) 
for as long as the satellite continues to de-
liver quality observations. 

‘‘(2) The Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall 
prioritize the reception of SOHO/LASCO 
data. 

‘‘(3) The Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
shall maintain, for as long as is practicable, 
operations of current space-based observa-
tional assets, including but not limited to 
the Geostationary Operational Environ-
mental Satellites system, and the Deep 
Space Climate Observatory. 

‘‘(c) BACKUP SPACE-BASED OBSERVATIONAL 
CAPABILITY.—The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, in coordination with the Secretary of 
Defense and the Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, shall work with Federal and inter-
national partners in order to secure reliable 
backup baseline capability for near real-time 
coronal mass ejection imagery, solar wind, 
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solar imaging, coronal imagery, and other 
relevant observations required to provide 
space weather forecasts. 

‘‘(d) SOHO/LASCO OPERATIONAL CONTIN-
GENCY PLAN.—The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion shall develop an operational contin-
gency plan to provide continuous space 
weather forecasting in the event of an unex-
pected SOHO/LASCO failure, and prior to the 
implementation of the backup space-based 
baseline observational capability in section 
60603(c). 

‘‘(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of enactment of the 
PROSWIFT Act, the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration shall provide a briefing to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate on the plan to secure re-
liable backup baseline capability described 
in subsection (c) and the SOHO/LASCO oper-
ational contingency plan developed under 
subsection (d). 

‘‘(f) SUSTAINING GROUND-BASED OBSERVA-
TIONAL CAPABILITY.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Director of 
the United States Geological Survey, the 
Secretary of the Air Force, and, as prac-
ticable in support of the Air Force, the Sec-
retary of the Navy, shall each— 

‘‘(1) maintain and improve ground-based 
observations of the Sun, as necessary and ad-
visable, to help meet the needs identified in 
the survey under section 60601(d)(3); and 

‘‘(2) continue to provide space weather 
data through ground-based facilities, includ-
ing radars, lidars, magnetometers, neutron 
monitors, radio receivers, aurora and airglow 
imagers, spectrometers, interferometers, and 
solar observatories. 

‘‘(g) CONSIDERATIONS.—In implementing 
subsections (b), (c), and (d), the Administra-
tors of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, the Direc-
tors of the National Science Foundation and 
United States Geological Survey, and the 
Secretaries of the Air Force and the Navy 
shall prioritize cost-effective and reliable so-
lutions. 

‘‘(h) GROUND-BASED OBSERVATIONAL 
DATA.—The Director of the National Science 
Foundation shall— 

‘‘(1) make available to the public key data 
streams from the platforms and facilities de-
scribed in subsection (d) for research and to 
support space weather model development; 

‘‘(2) develop experimental models for sci-
entific purposes; and 

‘‘(3) support the transition of the experi-
mental models to operations where appro-
priate. 

‘‘(i) ENHANCED SPACE-BASED OBSERVA-
TIONS.—The Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in 
coordination with the Secretary of Defense, 
should develop options to build and deploy 
space-based observational capabilities, be-
yond the baseline capabilities referenced in 
subsection (b), that may improve space 
weather measurements and observations. 
These supplemental observational capabili-
ties could include commercial solutions, 
prize authority, academic partnerships, 
microsatellites, ground-based instruments, 
and opportunities to deploy the instrument 
or instruments as a secondary payload on an 
upcoming planned launch. 
‘‘§ 60604. Research activities 

‘‘(a) BASIC RESEARCH.—The Director of the 
National Science Foundation, the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, and the Secretary of De-
fense, shall— 

‘‘(1) continue to carry out basic research 
on heliophysics, geospace science, and space 
weather; and 

‘‘(2) support competitive, peer-reviewed 
proposals for conducting research, advancing 
modeling, and monitoring of space weather 
and its impacts, including the science goals 
outlined in decadal surveys in solar and 
space physics conducted by the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine. 

‘‘(b) MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH.— 
‘‘(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that the 

multidisciplinary nature of solar and space 
physics creates funding challenges that re-
quire coordination across scientific dis-
ciplines and Federal agencies. 

‘‘(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that science centers could coordi-
nate multidisciplinary solar and space phys-
ics research. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion and Director of the National Science 
Foundation should support competitively 
awarded grants for multidisciplinary science 
centers that advance solar and space physics 
research, including research-to-operations 
and operations-to-research processes. 

‘‘(3) MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH.—The 
Director of the National Science Foundation, 
the Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and the 
Administrator of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, shall each pursue 
multidisciplinary research in subjects that 
further the understanding of solar physics, 
space physics, and space weather. 

‘‘(c) SCIENCE MISSIONS.—The Administrator 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration should implement missions 
that meet the science objectives identified in 
solar and space physics decadal surveys con-
ducted by the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 

‘‘(d) RESEARCH TO OPERATIONS; OPERATIONS 
TO RESEARCH.—The interagency working 
group shall, upon consideration of the advice 
of the advisory group, develop formal mecha-
nisms to— 

‘‘(1) transition the space weather research 
findings, models, and capabilities of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the National Science Foundation, the 
United States Geological Survey, and other 
relevant Federal agencies, as appropriate, to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and the Department of Defense; 

‘‘(2) enhance coordination between re-
search modeling centers and forecasting cen-
ters; and 

‘‘(3) communicate the operational needs of 
space weather forecasters of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and Department of Defense, as appropriate, 
to the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the United States Geological Sur-
vey. 
‘‘§ 60605. Space weather data 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration and the Director of the National 
Science Foundation shall continue to— 

‘‘(1) make space weather-related data ob-
tained for scientific research purposes avail-
able to space weather forecasters and oper-
ations centers; and 

‘‘(2) support model development and model 
applications to space weather forecasting. 

‘‘(b) RESEARCH.—The Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration shall make space weather-related 
data obtained from operational forecasting 
available for research. 
‘‘§ 60606. Space weather knowledge transfer 

and information exchange 
‘‘Not later than 180 days after the date of 

enactment of the PROSWIFT Act, the Ad-

ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, in collaboration 
with the Administrator of the National Aer-
onautics and Space Administration and the 
Director of the National Science Foundation, 
shall enter into an arrangement with the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine to establish a Space Weather 
Government-Academic-Commercial Round-
table to facilitate communication and 
knowledge transfer among Government par-
ticipants in the space weather interagency 
working group established under section 
60601(c), the academic community, and the 
commercial space weather sector to— 

‘‘(1) facilitate advances in space weather 
prediction and forecasting; 

‘‘(2) increase coordination of space weather 
research to operations and operations to re-
search; and 

‘‘(3) improve preparedness for potential 
space weather phenomena. 

‘‘§ 60607. Pilot program for obtaining com-
mercial sector space weather data 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 12 
months after the date of enactment of the 
PROSWIFT Act, the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration may establish a pilot program under 
which the Administrator will offer to enter 
into contracts with one or more entities in 
the commercial space weather sector for the 
provision to the Administrator of space 
weather data generated by such an entity 
that meets the standards and specifications 
published under subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) DATA STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS.— 
Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of the PROSWIFT Act, the Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Defense, may publish 
standards and specifications for ground- 
based, ocean-based, air-based, and space- 
based commercial space weather data and 
metadata. 

‘‘(c) CONTRACTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Within 12 months after 

the date of transmission of the review of the 
integrated strategy to Congress under sec-
tion 60602(c)(3) and taking into account the 
results of the review, the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration may offer to enter, through an 
open competition, into at least one contract 
with one or more commercial space weather 
sector entities capable of providing space 
weather data that— 

‘‘(A) meets the standards and specifica-
tions established for providing such data 
under subsection (b); and 

‘‘(B) is provided in a manner that allows 
the Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration to cali-
brate and evaluate the data for use in space 
weather research and forecasting models of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Department of Defense, or 
both. 

‘‘(2) ASSESSMENT.—If one or more contract 
is entered into under paragraph (1), not later 
than 4 years after the date of enactment of 
the PROSWIFT Act, the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration shall assess, and submit to the 
Committees on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and Armed Services of the House of 
Representatives and the Committees on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and 
Armed Services of the Senate, a report on 
the extent to which the pilot program has 
demonstrated data provided under contracts 
described in paragraph (1) meet the stand-
ards and specifications established under 
subsection (b) and the extent to which the 
pilot program has demonstrated— 
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‘‘(A) the viability of assimilating the com-

mercially provided data into National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration space 
weather research and forecasting models; 

‘‘(B) whether, and by how much, the data 
so provided add value to space weather fore-
casts of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the Department 
of Defense; and 

‘‘(C) the accuracy, quality, timeliness, va-
lidity, reliability, usability, information 
technology security, and cost-effectiveness 
of obtaining commercial space weather data 
from commercial sector providers. 
‘‘§ 60608. Space weather benchmarks 

‘‘The interagency working group estab-
lished under section 60601(c) shall periodi-
cally review and update the benchmarks de-
scribed in the report of the National Science 
and Technology Council entitled ‘Space 
Weather Phase 1 Benchmarks’ and dated 
June 2018, as necessary, based on— 

‘‘(1) any significant new data or advances 
in scientific understanding that become 
available; or 

‘‘(2) the evolving needs of entities im-
pacted by space weather phenomena.’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) The table of chapters of title 51, United 
States Code, is amended by adding after the 
item relating to chapter 605 the following: 
‘‘606. Space Weather .......................... 60601’’. 

(2) Section 809 of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration Authorization Act 
of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18388) and the item relating 
to that section in the table of contents under 
section 1(b) of that Act (Public Law 111–267; 
124 Stat. 2806) are repealed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER) and the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on S. 881, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I am very excited 
we are here today to pass S. 881, the 
PROSWIFT Act, a bill that I have been 
working on for almost 5 years. 

Space weather is the electromagnetic 
activity that comes from the Sun, and 
it can have significant societal, eco-
nomic, national security, and health 
implications both here on Earth and in 
space. 

About 5 years ago, Dr. Dan Baker 
from the University of Colorado Boul-
der testified in front of the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee 
about the dangers of space weather 
events on the electric grid. At that 
hearing, he said that had an observed 
July 2012 space weather event actually 
hit Earth, we would ‘‘still be picking 
up the pieces.’’ 

That testimony stuck with me, and 
when Senators GARY PETERS and CORY 

GARDNER introduced the first version 
of this bill a few months later, I was 
eager to start working on the House 
companion. 

Over the last 4 years, the House and 
the Senate have been working toward 
the shared goal of passing this legisla-
tion into law, but we have had a few 
differences we have had to work out. I 
am glad we finally worked through 
those differences and can send this bill 
to the President’s desk today. 

In 2015, the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy pulled together the 
best and brightest from within the var-
ious agencies working on space weath-
er to produce the National Space 
Weather Strategy and Action Plan. 
These documents helped renew our 
focus on the critical research and oper-
ational needs to improve our space 
weather enterprise, and OSTP updated 
the strategy and action plan in 2019. 

The PROSWIFT Act builds upon this 
work by providing the structures need-
ed for the continued advancement of 
heliophysics research, collection of 
new data and observations, and im-
provements to our modeling and fore-
casting. 

This bill also, for the first time, 
clearly delineates the roles and respon-
sibilities of the key Federal agencies 
involved in space weather, including 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the 
National Science Foundation, the De-
partment of Defense, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, and the United 
States Geological Survey, as well as 
the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy. 

Importantly, our legislation brings in 
new voices from the academic commu-
nity, commercial space weather sector, 
and space weather forecast end-users. 
These communities will participate in 
the space weather advisory group cre-
ated in the bill as well as on a new gov-
ernment-academia-commercial round-
table we create to be facilitated by the 
National Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine. 

Finally, the bill also sets up formal 
research-to-operations and operations- 
to-research mechanisms to help break 
down barriers between the research 
community and operational forecasters 
by encouraging sharing of information 
and requirements to improve the pipe-
line of new observations, technologies, 
models, and forecasts. 

This bill will improve our under-
standing of space weather and better 
prepare us for its impacts on the elec-
tric power grid, communications net-
works, satellite operations, and air-
lines. It will also help NASA under-
stand the radiation environment for 
our astronauts on the International 
Space Station, on their way back to 
the Moon, and, most importantly, on 
their journey to Mars by 2033. 

We have been working on this bill for 
a long time now, and I want to thank 
the gentleman from Alabama, Rep-
resentative MO BROOKS, for his help 

pushing for this bipartisan legislation. 
I also want to thank Chairwoman 
JOHNSON and her staff for their support 
over the years, getting us to where we 
are today, and Ranking Member FRANK 
LUCAS for his support of the bill. I also 
want to thank my friend, Senator 
GARY PETERS from Michigan, who hap-
pens to be in the House Chamber today, 
for all the work he and his staff have 
put into this effort over the years. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
S. 881, the Promoting Research and Ob-
servations of Space Weather to Im-
prove the Forecasting of Tomorrow 
Act, commonly referred to as the 
PROSWIFT Act. 

Fluctuations in solar magnetic activ-
ity create variations in the environ-
ment between Earth and the Sun that 
can affect technologies in space and 
here on Earth. This phenomenon is 
what we refer to as space weather. 

For the most part, space weather has 
a minimal effect here, but increased 
solar activity and severe events can 
create widespread problems and even 
disrupt our electric grid. Satellites 
that have less protection from Earth’s 
magnetic field are especially vulner-
able. 

Significant space weather events are 
not a new phenomenon, and we have 
evidence dating back more than 150 
years of severe space weather events 
affecting human activity. However, the 
impact of these events is much greater 
now that we rely on satellites and re-
mote sensing for everything from cell 
phone communication to energy pro-
duction to GPS navigation. 

For example, farmers in Oklahoma 
have been at the forefront of utilizing 
precision agriculture to help ensure the 
most effective use of our resources 
when planting crops, a technology de-
pendent on GPS. 

Space weather is also a national se-
curity issue. Our military has a variety 
of assets in orbit around the Earth, 
which could potentially be harmed by 
electromagnetic interference. They 
rely on satellites built by NASA and 
operated by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, or 
NOAA, for timely and accurate infor-
mation about potential space weather 
events. 

It is not only technology that is 
threatened by space weather events. 
There are the astronauts who currently 
work on the International Space Sta-
tion more than 200 miles above the 
Earth’s surface and will one day serve 
on missions to the Moon and Mars. 
While we have developed techniques 
and technology to reduce the threats 
posed by increased radiation exposure 
due to a severe solar event, we have 
more work to do to mitigate these haz-
ards to our astronauts as we venture 
beyond low-Earth orbit. 

In short, severe space weather can 
have significant effects on each and 
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every one of us. That is why timely and 
accurate information from agencies 
like NASA and NOAA is so important. 
These agencies play an important role 
in better monitoring and forecasting 
space weather. 

The bill before us today represents a 
good faith effort by the House and Sen-
ate to provide a framework that will 
provide for better coordination across 
the Federal Government. This is espe-
cially timely given that we are about 
to enter a period of increased solar ac-
tivity, which will create more space 
weather events. 

I am pleased this legislation includes 
an amendment I introduced during the 
markup of this legislation. My amend-
ment creates a pilot program that will 
ensure that emerging private-sector 
companies will have a seat at the table 
and will be able to provide monitoring 
and forecast data, which the Federal 
Government can purchase and utilize 
in their space weather forecasts. 

I thank the sponsors of this legisla-
tion for their work on this important 
topic. I ask my colleagues to support 
this bill, and I reserve the balance of 
my time, Madam Speaker. 

b 1230 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
I yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Oklahoma (Ms. KENDRA S. HORN), 
my friend, the chair of the Sub-
committee on Space and Aeronautics. 

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma. 
Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. PERL-
MUTTER for yielding me the time. 

Madam Speaker, I begin by saying, I 
rise in strong support of S. 881, the Pro-
moting Research and Observations of 
Space Weather to Improve the Fore-
casting of Tomorrow, or the 
PROSWIFT Act, and recognize my col-
league, Mr. PERLMUTTER, for all of his 
efforts on this, as well as my fellow 
Oklahoman and ranking member of the 
committee, Mr. LUCAS, and particu-
larly, too, recognize Senator PETERS 
for all of his work on this important 
issue, which I think can often go 
underrecognized and unappreciated. 

I was proud to cosponsor the House 
version of the PROSWIFT Act, H.R. 
5260, with Mr. PERLMUTTER and many 
others, which passed out of the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, and I would like to, again, rec-
ognize the leadership on this bipartisan 
and bicameral bill, including Mr. 
BROOKS and others for the committee’s 
work to advance an understanding of 
and the importance of predictive capa-
bilities of space weather. 

The PROSWIFT Act is really the cul-
mination of years of work and reflects 
input from hearings, including joint 
hearings, the Subcommittee on Envi-
ronment and the Subcommittee on 
Space and Aeronautics, which I chair. 

Though, it can feel remote, space 
weather can have a significant impact 
on us right here on Earth, as you have 
heard. Space weather, such as solar 
flares, solar wind and geomagnetic 
storms of energized, charged particles 

can affect everything from our electric 
power grids, to satellites, to aviation 
operations, human spaceflight oper-
ations, and much more. 

In short, severe space weather events 
pose significant risks to our infrastruc-
ture, and in turn, our economy and our 
national security. This is an important 
time and an important thing to take 
action on. 

Madam Speaker, space weather fore-
casting is years, if not decades, behind 
the maturity of terrestrial forecasting, 
and that is why S. 881, the PROSWIFT 
Act, is critical. 

Without improvements in space 
weather forecasts and prediction, we 
run the risk of potential disruptions to 
our critical infrastructure. The 
PROSWIFT Act establishes U.S. policy 
to help prepare and protect us against 
the social and economic impacts of 
space weather phenomena by sup-
porting actions to improve space 
weather forecasts and predictions. 

This act makes clear the importance 
of federal agency contributions, and 
their effective coordination, including 
NASA. To carry out research on the 
Sun and its effects on near-Earth envi-
ronments, NASA operates research sat-
ellites whose measurements are also 
essential to NOAA’s operational space 
weather forecasts. 

The PROSWIFT Act moves us for-
ward from relying, in part, on these re-
search assets, some of which have been 
operating for over two decades, to de-
veloping a strategic and coordinated 
approach to sustaining a baseline of 
space weather operations and better 
predicting space weather events. 

It is also important to enabling our 
future goals of space, including explo-
ration goals to send humans to the 
Moon and to Mars, as laid out in H.R. 
5666, the bipartisan NASA Authoriza-
tion Act of 2020. Improvements in space 
weather forecasts will help keep our as-
tronauts safe from harmful space radi-
ation, which can be elevated during 
solar storms. 

In addition, H.R. 5666 complements S. 
881, the PROSWIFT Act, by directing 
the NASA administrator to establish a 
space weather research and applica-
tions program. 

Madam Speaker, the Senate passed S. 
881 on July 27, 2020, and now the House 
must act to make sure this important 
legislation becomes law. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. BROOKS). 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Madam 
Speaker, I support the Promoting Re-
search and Observations of Space 
Weather to Improve the Forecasting of 
Tomorrow Act, called the PROSWIFT 
Act. 

I thank Congressman PERLMUTTER 
for his leadership on this important 
issue and for working with me in the 
Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology to advance the Senate bill, 
which is identical to the House version 
we have worked so long and hard on. 

The PROSWIFT Act advances Amer-
ica’s understanding of potentially se-

vere weather events and damaging con-
sequences. 

Space weather is a collection of phys-
ical processes beginning at the Sun 
with solar winds and ultimately affect-
ing human activities on Earth and in 
space. Humanity needs a better under-
standing of these solar winds and their 
interaction with Earth’s atmosphere. 
The PROSWIFT Act is a step towards 
that better understanding. 

In Alabama’s Marshall Space Flight 
Center, scientists and engineers are at 
the forefront of space weather re-
search. Under the PROSWIFT Act, 
their enhanced research will advance 
our understanding of and ability to 
forecast space weather. 

The PROSWIFT Act recognizes that 
space weather not only impacts us on 
Earth, it can and will impact us in deep 
space exploration. 

For example, before we launch 
NASA’s Artemis man-to-Moon-mis-
sions that pave the way to Mars mis-
sions, it is best that we should better 
understand how space weather phe-
nomena impacts life in space, sat-
ellites, and other space instrumenta-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, it is critical that we 
properly forecast space weather and 
prepare for and protect astronauts 
from the dangers of solar radiation. 

Madam Speaker, I, again, thank my 
colleague, Mr. PERLMUTTER, for his 
leadership on space weather and his 
partnership on the PROSWIFT Act. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote for 
Senate Bill 881 and send it to President 
Trump to sign. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
I thank my friend from Alabama for 
being a good partner and really work-
ing with me and with the Senate to re-
fine and get this thing into an excel-
lent product. 

Madam Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following letters of support 
we received for the PROSWIFT Act: a 
letter from the University of Colorado 
at Boulder; a letter from the Univer-
sity Corporation for Atmospheric Re-
search; a letter from the American 
Commercial Space Weather Associa-
tion; a letter from the American Astro-
nomical Society; a letter from the 
American Geophysical Union; a letter 
from the University of Michigan; a let-
ter from the University of New Hamp-
shire; and a letter from the Pennsyl-
vania State University. 

LASP, 
January 8, 2020. 

Hon. ED PERLMUTTER, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE PERLMUTTER: On be-
half of my colleagues at the Laboratory for 
Atmospheric and Space Physics (LASP) and 
the University of Colorado Boulder, I write 
in support of the Promoting Research and 
Observations of Space Weather to Improve 
the Forecasting of Tomorrow Act 
(PROSWIFT) Act (H.R. 5260). Given the con-
tinued threat and vulnerabilities facing our 
world from solar interactions with the 
Earth, we applaud the bicameral and bipar-
tisan approach Congress is taking to address 
the challenges we face with respect to en-
hancing our nation’s space weather fore-
casting capabilities. 
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Throughout the Space Age, we have discov-

ered and accumulated a vast knowledge on 
the governing physical processes of the var-
ious regions of both deep space as well as the 
space surrounding near-Earth. This knowl-
edge has provided an opportunity to expand 
our reach into the solar system and beyond, 
as well as increase our Earth observation ca-
pabilities. Over time, the increased utiliza-
tion of satellites continues to have a broad 
reach across our society, including within 
the security, public safety and commercial 
realms. The data we acquire from these sat-
ellites is vital in order to protect our na-
tional security and economic interests, and 
interruptions stemming from increased solar 
activity could prove detrimental in carrying 
out these important functions. 

As a result, the call to increase our space 
weather forecasting and mitigation capabili-
ties was amplified by the National Acad-
emies Decadal Survey in Solar and Space 
Physics in 2012, and again through the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy’s Space 
Weather Action Plan that was released in 
October 2015. Through these calls, it has be-
come a national imperative to streamline 
the mechanisms designed to help develop and 
maintain a forecasting system that not only 
help to predict space weather events, but to 
respond to them. We believe the PROSWIFT 
Act will provide a collaborative framework 
for the federal government and its agencies 
to work together alongside academic, inter-
national and commercial space communities 
to advance this critical undertaking. 

An important component of space weather 
research and monitoring is collaboration and 
cooperation among its many stakeholders. 
The legislation’s call for the development of 
a Space Weather Government-Academic- 
Commercial Roundtable in addition to a 
Space Weather Advisory Group will foster 
collaboration among academic, commercial 
and space weather end users designed to pro-
vide the federal interagency working group 
with guidance from key constituent groups. 
In addition, the renewed expansion of basic 
and multidisciplinary research as well as the 
federal partnership with the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine 
to ‘‘implement missions that meet the 
science objectives identified in solar and 
space physics decadal surveys’’ is a great 
step forward toward increasing our nation’s 
future forecasting and responsive capabili-
ties. Finally, the strong focus on research 
and operational capacity within this legisla-
tion underscores the important role aca-
demic institutions will continue to play in 
addressing the needs of federal agencies. 
Here at LASP (and I, daresay, across all of 
CU-Boulder), we take great pride in our ex-
pertise in research to operations and oper-
ations to research (R2O/O2R) capabilities, 
and we stand ready to assist in the coopera-
tive model outlined in the H.R. 5260 to ad-
vance our national space weather forecast 
and response capabilities. 

Again, we applaud this legislation and its 
aim to streamline federal efforts working in 
conjunction with academic and commercial 
space partners in order to better understand 
and predict space weather activities and 
their impacts on our national interests. 
Thank you for your outstanding support and 
leadership, and please continue to think of 
us as a resource and partner going forward. 

Sincerely, 
DANIEL N. BAKER, Ph.D., 

Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Planetary 
& Space Physics, 
Moog-BRE Endowed 
Chair of Space 
Sciences, Director, 
Laboratory for At-
mospheric and Space 

Physics; Professor, 
Astrophysical and 
Planetary Sciences; 
Professor, Depart-
ment of Physics; 
Professor, Aerospace 
Engineering 
Sciences. 

UCAR, 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 

January 8, 2020. 
Hon. ED PERLMUTTER, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN PERLMUTTER: As a re-
search organization committed to better un-
derstanding the earth system, including the 
critical role of the sun in geospace sciences, 
the University Corporation for Atmospheric 
Research (UCAR) would like to thank you 
for proposing H.R. 5260—Promoting Research 
and Observations of Space Weather to Im-
prove the Forecasting of Tomorrow Act—and 
voice our strong support for PROSWIFT. 
H.R. 5260 will enhance the integration of ex-
isting national efforts to understand, pre-
dict, prepare for, and mitigate space weather 
and will strengthen economic and national 
security as a result. 

Scientists are just beginning to understand 
the interactions between our sun and the 
Earth. Given the growing national impor-
tance and reliance on technology, it is crit-
ical that we expand our scientific under-
standing of the interactions between the sun 
and Earth so that we may improve fore-
casting and mitigate the effects of space 
weather events. Coupled with the National 
Space Weather Strategy and National Space 
Weather Action Plan, this legislation sets 
national priorities to increase and improve 
space weather observations, science, and 
forecasting abilities. 

H.R. 5260 lays out a clear road map for the 
space weather enterprise which consists of 
the public, private and academic sectors, and 
in so doing will enable better research to op-
erations transitions that will benefit all 
communities that rely on technology both 
on the ground and in space that can be af-
fected by these sun-driven events. The cre-
ation of the Space Weather Advisory Group 
is to be lauded as an excellent first step as it 
will establish the necessary linkages be-
tween government, academia and the private 
sector in an organized way that is currently 
done in an ad hoc fashion. This new approach 
will allow Congress to be kept up to date on 
the latest advances in science that are trans-
lated into operations and will help to iden-
tify the highest priority areas that are in 
need of resources in both the research and 
operational realms. 

Most of our understanding of space weath-
er is based on experience and knowledge 
gained over the last 30 years, though the his-
torical record indicates space weather events 
of much greater severity have occurred with-
in the last 150 years. Impacting airlines, 
GPS, and electric utilities, space weather 
events in recent history resulted in economic 
consequences in the tens of millions of dol-
lars. Estimates for damage resulting from a 
repeat of the worst known event of the last 
150 years range from $1–2 trillion in the first 
year alone. Scientists do not know the likeli-
hood of such an event recurring, or even 
whether such an event is the worst-case sce-
nario. Thus, predictability of such events 
needs to be the driver for all research in the 
space weather domain. As part of the need to 
organize the research optimally to meet this 
threat, and in line with input from your re-
cent hearing, UCAR encourages the com-
mittee to establish the Geosciences Direc-
torate within the National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) to be the lead within NSF for all 
space weather research activities. 

Additionally, we commend H.R. 5260 for its 
emphasis on ‘‘Sustaining Ground-Based Ob-
servational Capability’’ and we believe it is 
imperative to draw the distinction between 
astronomy and space weather research in 
this regards. Ground-based observations are 
less costly and are the appropriate way to 
prove an observational capability and ensure 
risk reduction for instruments that may 
later be flown in space. Current ground-based 
telescopes used in astronomy are inadequate 
for space weather research so this section is 
vital to ensure a robust ‘‘ground to space’’ 
strategy. 

H.R. 5260 would provide clear roles and re-
sponsibilities to the various federal agencies 
responsible for understanding, predicting, 
and forecasting space weather, including the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA), the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA), the Na-
tional Science Foundation (NSF), and the 
Department of Defense (DOD). As these are 
all agencies with which we work regularly, 
this clarity would enable us to pursue re-
search that will have the best impact on so-
ciety’s ability to predict and respond to 
space weather events. 

Again, thank you for your tireless work 
supporting the science community in Colo-
rado and across the United States. We appre-
ciate your efforts on this bill and many 
other endeavors. 

Best regards, 
DR. ANTONIO J. BUSALACCHI, 
President, University Corporation 

for Atmospheric Research. 

AMERICAN COMMERCIAL SPACE 
WEATHER ASSOCIATION, 

December 6, 2019. 
JEFF O’NEIL, 

Legislative Director, Office of Congressman Ed 
Perlmutter (C0–07), Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. O’NEIL: On behalf of the Amer-
ican Commercial Space Weather Association 
(ACSWA), we are writing to express our 
strong support for H.R. 5260, Promoting Re-
search and Observations of Space Weather to 
Improve the Forecasting of Tomorrow 
(PROSWIFT) Act. The current version of the 
bill highlights the growing importance of 
space weather across a broad range of tech-
nology areas. We are pleased to see ref-
erences to the expanding role of the commer-
cial sector in addressing gaps in fundamental 
knowledge, providing the means to develop 
and improve observational resources, ena-
bling the research to operations and oper-
ations to research enterprise, and mitigating 
the impacts of space weather threats. 
ACSWA stands ready to aid federal agencies 
in undertaking this critically important en-
terprise. 

The studies and survey mandated by the 
bill will be extremely helpful to the space 
weather community as it mobilizes to ad-
dress the high priority science and tech-
nology objectives that continue to drive 
space weather activities in federal labora-
tories, academic institutions, and the pri-
vate sector. ACSWA member companies 
strive to continue agency and academia 
close partnerships that have been established 
and strengthened through the years. We 
fully anticipate that the five members of the 
PROSWIFT Advisory Committee from the 
commercial sector will ensure that ACSWA 
expertise, assets, and resources will be fully 
integrated in the space weather strategies 
emerging from the PROSWIFT-mandated ac-
tions. 

ACSWA fully supports the observational 
priorities outlined in the PROSWIFT bill. 
More specifically, ACSWA feels it is impor-
tant to continue L1 observations with a fol-
low-on mission while simultaneously work-
ing aggressively toward developing an L5 
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platform. The combination of solar observa-
tions from L1 and L5 orbits provide an un-
precedented view of the disturbances from 
which most space weather effects at Earth 
originate. Additionally, the rapidly improv-
ing capabilities in monitoring the ionosphere 
using radio occultation techniques will ad-
dress a long-standing challenge in miti-
gating space weather effects on navigation 
and communication systems. The data sets 
generated by these observations will offer 
many opportunities for commercial sector 
companies to develop tailored products for 
government and industry customers. 

We note that the PROSWlFT bill provides 
some latitude to federal agencies in how the 
commercial sector will be involved in space 
weather research and operations. ACSWA 
hopes that the language in the bill provides 
sufficient encouragement for agencies to 
overcome long-standing barriers that inhibit 
full cooperation and involvement with the 
commercial sector, not all of which are 
based on fiscal constraints. Again, the com-
mercial sector members of the PROSWIFT 
Advisory Committee will have an important 
role to play in identifying strategies for tak-
ing full advantage of the private sector in 
meeting space weather goals. The pilot pro-
gram removed from the earlier version of 
this bill would have effectively demonstrated 
the merits of such strategies. ACSWA looks 
forward to seeing such pilot programs imple-
mented by federal agencies as they strive to 
meet space weather research and operational 
goals. 

While we don’t want to-jeopardize the pas-
sage of the bill, there are additional small 
changes we believe could be added to the bill 
to ensure that all available technologies and 
processes are applied to reduce space weath-
er hazards: 

Page 7, lines 23–24 (Section 60601(d)(3)): 
change ‘‘Each Federal agency participating 
in the space weather . . .’’ to ‘‘All Federal 
agencies participating in the space weather 
. . . .’’ 

p. 18., line 19 in section 60603(d)(2)): ‘‘. . . 
airflow imagers, spectrometers, 
interferometers, airborne radiation instru-
mentation, and . . . .’’ 

ACSWA agrees with the Agency changes of 
Page 21–22; 23–5: ‘‘. . . transition National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, Na-
tional Science Foundation, United States 
Geological Survey, and other relevant Fed-
eral agencies space weather research find-
ings, models, and capabilities, as appro-
priate, to the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the Department 
of Defense’’ to: ‘‘transition space weather re-
search findings, models, and capabilities, as 
appropriate, from the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, National Science 
Foundation, United States Geological Sur-
vey, other relevant Federal agencies, the 
academic community, and the commercial 
space weather sector to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the De-
partment of Defense’’ 

ACSWA agrees with the Agency changes of 
Page 22, 9–15: ‘‘. . . communicate National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
and Department of Defense operational needs 
of space weather forecasters, as appropriate, 
to the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Founda-
tion and United States Geological Survey.’’ 
to: ‘‘communicate National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and Department 
of Defense operational needs of space weath-
er forecasters, as appropriate, to the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the National Science Foundation, 
United States Geological Survey, other rel-
evant Federal agencies, the academic com-
munity, and the commercial space weather 
sector.’’ 

ACSWA appreciates all the hard work and 
careful thought devoted to crafting the 
PROSWIFT bill. It not only provides a tre-
mendous boost to the entire space weather 
enterprise, but also takes a huge step toward 
protecting the nation from threats to tech-
nological infrastructure that is becoming 
ever more susceptible to space weather dis-
turbances. We hope that this vital bill is 
quickly approved and federal agencies move 
forward with the activities so carefully de-
lineated in the document. 

Sincerely, 
DEVRIE INTRILIGATOR, 
W. KENT TOBISKA, 
BOB ROBINSON 

(SciencePrime, LLC), 
on behalf of the ACS 

WA Executive Com-
mittee: 

Geoff Crowley (Atmospheric and Space 
Technology Research Associates), 

Alec Engell (NextGen), 
Jennifer Gannon (Computational Physics, 

Inc.), 
Janet Green (Space Hazards Applications), 
Devrie Intriligator (Carmel Research Cen-

ter, Inc.), 
Bob Robinson (SciencePrime, LLC), 
Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr., VADM USN 

(ret.) (GeoOptics), 
Bob Schunk (Space Environment Corpora-

tion), 
W. Kent Tobiska (Space Environment 

Technologies), 
American Commercial Space Weather As-

sociation (ACSWA) www.ACSWA.us. 

AMERICAN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY, 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 

December 12, 2019. 
Hon. ED PERLMUTTER, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington DC. 
Hon. MO BROOKS, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVES PERLMUTTER AND 
BROOKS: On behalf of the over 8,500 members 
of the American Astronomical Society (AAS) 
and its Solar Physics Division (SPD), we 
write to express our strong support for the 
Promoting Research and Observations of 
Space Weather to Improve the Forecasting 
of Tomorrow (PROSWIFT) Bill and to thank 
you for your leadership on this vitally im-
portant topic. The legislation that you have 
introduced in the House is comprehensive in 
its scope, addressing key aspects of space 
weather and its significance for national se-
curity, communications, and human and 
robotic space operations in low Earth orbit 
and interplanetary space. 

In particular, we endorse the following 
components of the bill, all of which are es-
sential to further our understanding of the 
causes and effects of space weather, as well 
as to advance our ability to reliably forecast 
space weather events: 

the recognition of the wide impact of space 
weather and the concomitant call for strong 
cooperation between stakeholder agencies 
such as NOAA, NSF, NASA, FAA, and the 
Departments of Defense and the Interior 
through the establishment of an interagency 
working group through the National Science 
and Technology Council on space weather, 
with accountability to Congress through the 
submission of pertinent reports; 

the call for the formation of a space weath-
er advisory group with broad representation 
across the academic, commercial, and non- 
governmental end-user communities to iden-
tify new technologies to aid in under-
standing and forecasting space weather; 

the implementation of an integrated strat-
egy that identifies the observation capabili-
ties necessary for near-real-time solar and 

coronal mass ejection imaging and that must 
be sustained beyond the lifetime of current 
ground-based and space-based assets in order 
to maintain capability; 

the development of space weather instru-
mentation and competitive, peer-reviewed 
proposals for conducting research, including 
interdisciplinary research, in subjects that 
further the understanding of solar physics, 
space physics, and space weather and its im-
pacts; and 

increased engagement and cooperation 
with the international, academic, and com-
mercial space weather communities on the 
observational infrastructure and scientific 
research necessary to advance the fore-
casting of and preparation and protection 
from space weather phenomena. 

Thank you for your attention to this time-
ly and important issue. The membership of 
the SPD, which includes the nation’s fore-
most experts in many of the areas addressed 
in this legislation, stands ready to assist in 
any way it can. If there is anything we can 
do, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 
MEGAN DONAHUE, 

President, AAS. 
DALE GARY, 

Chair, SPD. 

AGU 100, 
January 8, 2020. 

Hon. ED PERLMUTTER, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. MO BROOKS, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMEN PERLMUTTER AND 
BROOKS: On behalf of the American Geo-
physical Union (AGU) and its 60,000 mem-
bers, I am writing to endorse H.R. 5260, The 
Promoting Research and Observations of 
Space Weather to Improve the Forecasting 
of Tomorrow (PROSWIFT) Act, and to thank 
you for crafting this important legislation. 

Space weather has the potential to inflict 
trillions of dollars of damage on our econ-
omy, weaken our national security, and alter 
our way of life. The National Research Coun-
cil estimates that a severe space weather 
event has the potential to inflict $1–2 trillion 
dollars of economic and societal damage in 
the first year alone and impact more than 
130 million people. To recover from such an 
event could take from 4–10 years. Moreover, 
space weather fluctuations are not limited to 
rare catastrophic events but regularly im-
pact our society and economy. It’s estimated 
that the average economic impact of mod-
erate geomagnetic events on the electric 
power grid in the U.S. is $7 to $10 billion per 
year. Additionally, advancing our under-
standing of the Sun is essential for the 
United States to realize its space exploration 
ambitions. 

Given the economic and opportunity costs 
associated with space weather, we support 
the bill’s approach of creating a national, co-
ordinated plan to advance our understanding 
of the relationship between the Sun and 
Earth and to ensure the development of new 
technologies and forecasting capabilities to 
mitigate the threat posed by space weather. 
We appreciate the bill’s recognition that a 
partnership between industry, academia, and 
federal agencies is needed to further our un-
derstanding and capacity to address the im-
pacts of space weather. As a community 
dedicated to advancing the understanding of 
Earth and space science, we applaud the 
bill’s intent to further scientifically in-
formed action towards disaster preparation, 
mitigation, response, and recovery. 

AGU looks forward to working with you as 
this legislation advances. 

With best wishes, 
CHRISTINE W. MCENTEE, 

CEO/Executive Director, 
American Geophysical Union. 
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OFFICE OF RESEARCH, 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, 

January 7, 2020. 
Hon. ED PERLMUTTER, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE PERLMUTTER: On be-
half of the University of Michigan Office of 
Research, I write to thank you for intro-
ducing the Promoting Research and Observa-
tions of Space Weather to Improve the Fore-
casting of Tomorrow (PROSWIFT) Act (H.R. 
5260). 

As this legislation notes, severe space 
weather events ‘‘could have significant soci-
etal, economic, national security, and health 
impacts.’’ This bipartisan legislation is es-
sential to helping us predict and mitigate 
such events that could drastically disrupt 
our economy and national security. 

We are pleased this legislation outlines 
clear roles and responsibilities for the rel-
evant federal agencies that are involved with 
improving our understanding, prediction and 
forecasting of space weather events. Impor-
tantly, PROSWIFT recognizes the necessity 
of engagement and cooperation with the aca-
demic community, among other sectors, by 
establishing a Space Weather Advisory 
Group whose membership will be equally 
comprised of a diverse stakeholder group in-
cluding the academic community. Addition-
ally, this bill creates a Space Weather Gov-
ernment-Academic-Commercial Roundtable 
to facilitate advances in space weather pre-
diction and forecasting, among other items, 
which is necessary to efficiently advance our 
understanding of space weather. 

The University of Michigan is focused on 
helping to improve the characterization, pre-
diction, and mitigation of space weather 
events. Researchers on our campus study the 
effects of large solar eruptions and coronal 
mass ejections, and develop high-perform-
ance computational models to describe and 
predict hazardous conditions. If any of our 
experts on campus can ever be a resource, 
please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Once again, thank you for your leadership 
on this legislation. We appreciate your con-
tinued commitment to improving efforts to 
predict and mitigate space weather events 
and we hope the full House of Representa-
tives will approve this legislation expedi-
tiously. 

Sincerely, 
REBECCA CUNNINGHAM, M.D., 

Interim Vice President for Research. 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
January 7, 2020. 

Hon. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, 
Chair, Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-

nology, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

Hon. FRANK LUCAS, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Science, Space, 

and Technology, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIR JOHNSON AND RANKING MEMBER 
LUCAS: We are writing on behalf of the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire (UNH) to voice our 
strong support for the PROSWIFT Act (H.R. 
5260). UNH urges swift approval of this bipar-
tisan legislation critical to ensuring that the 
United States is equipped to predict, miti-
gate, and respond to the hazards that space 
weather poses to our national security and 
economic wellbeing. 

Federal support for research and tech-
nology development is essential to improv-
ing the Nation’s space weather readiness. 
Current space weather monitoring capabili-
ties rely on an observational infrastructure 
that is incapable of providing the lead time 
required to undertake proper space weather 
mitigation measures. We applaud the Com-
mittee’s recognition of the importance of 

fundamental research into the physical proc-
esses behind space weather. Such research 
will enable more sophisticated prediction ca-
pabilities and equip decision-makers with 
the information and tools necessary to avert 
crippling damage to our satellites, electric 
power grid, and other sensitive assets that 
underpin our economy and national security 
apparatus. 

UNH is especially supportive of Sections 
60603 and 60604. The former would strengthen 
support for critical ground-based and space- 
based space weather observational platforms 
while the latter would identify specific roles 
and responsibilities for research, develop-
ment, and R20/02R activities at relevant 
agencies such as NASA, NSF, and NOAA. 
Particularly important to UNH and many of 
its peer institutions is the legislation’s com-
mitment to advancing the consensus-based 
priorities identified by the scientific commu-
nity and articulated in the National Acad-
emies Solar and Space Physics Decadal Sur-
vey. 

We thank you for putting forward this im-
portant piece of legislation, and we hope 
that UNH can serve as a resource for you as 
you continue working to address the press-
ing issue of space weather. 

Sincerely, 
DR. KEVIN GARDNER, 

Vice Provost for Re-
search, University of 
New Hampshire. 

DR. HARLAN SPENCE, 
Director, Institute for 

the Study of Earth, 
Oceans, and Space, 
University of New 
Hampshire. 

PENN STATE, 
January 8, 2020. 

Hon. ED PERLMUTTER, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PERLMUTTER: I write to express 
support for H.R. 5260, the Promoting Re-
search and Observations of Space Weather to 
Improve the Forecasting of Tomorrow 
(PROSWIFT) Act, and appreciation for your 
leadership on this legislation that aims to 
improve efforts for predicting and mitigating 
space weather events. 

By delineating clear roles and responsibil-
ities to federal agencies that study and pre-
dict space weather, the legislation will im-
prove resources and make critical measure-
ment data available for the research commu-
nity to model the frequency and severity of 
space weather events. This information will 
be helpful for monitoring space weather 
events, particularly coronal mass ejections 
and geomagnetic disturbances that can cause 
interruptions to the power grid and in sat-
ellites, affecting critical infrastructure that 
is dependent on communications technology 
and electricity. 

With an increase in focus and attention to 
space weather activities provided by this leg-
islation, researchers with expertise in data 
assimilation and big data analysis at Penn 
State and around the nation can conduct 
risk analysis and plan for responses to space 
weather events before they occur. Penn 
State researchers and educators in meteor-
ology, geoinformatics, energy business and 
engineering, as well as social science, look 
forward to the data opportunities made 
available through this legislation. 

If I or any of our experts in the College of 
Earth and Mineral Sciences can be of assist-
ance to you, please feel free to contact my 
federal relations colleagues. 

Sincerely, 
LEE R. KUMP, 
John Leone Dean. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
I also include in the RECORD an op-ed 

from The Hill dated September 10, 2020, 
by Dr. Antonio Busalacchi, who sup-
ports this bill. 

[From the Hill, Sept. 10, 2020] 
CONGRESS NEEDS TO FINALIZE SPA WEATHER 

BILL AS SOLAR STORMS POSE HEIGHTENED 
THREAT 

(By Antonio J. Busalacchi) 
The COVID–19 pandemic has left us more 

dependent than ever on advanced informa-
tion and communication technologies, with 
many businesses and schools relying on a 
range of remote services. In this environ-
ment, building resilience to potential 
threats that can disrupt society’s essential 
daily activities is critical. 

For this reason, it is heartening to see 
Congress advancing legislation to better pro-
tect the nation from solar storms that spew 
millions of tons of charged matter toward 
Earth. Such space weather events can distort 
GPS signals, scramble satellite operations, 
and disable communications and power sys-
tems, with serious consequences for our 
economy and armed services—a particularly 
major concern as the Pentagon prepares for 
future space-based conflicts. 

Significant space weather events occur 
every decade or so with far-reaching and de-
structive consequences. A powerful solar 
storm in 1989 cut off power to millions of Ca-
nadians, and major storms in 2003 affected 
more than half of Earth-orbiting spacecraft. 
Just three years ago, solar flares caused 
radio blackouts for hours during critical 
emergency response efforts to approaching 
hurricanes in the Caribbean and nearby re-
gions. 

A solar superstorm poses even greater 
risks. The so-called Carrington Event in 1859, 
which ignited fires in telegraph offices, 
would have catastrophic impacts on today’s 
society, potentially resulting in widespread 
damage to power grids, communication net-
works, and other technologies that would 
take weeks, months, or even years to repair. 
Even before COVID–19 led to an increased re-
liance on e-based technologies, the National 
Academy of Sciences estimated that such an 
event could result in as much as $2 trillion in 
damages—or more than 10 times the costs of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Despite a growing array of advanced sat-
ellites that monitor the sun, forecasters can-
not accurately predict when a major storm 
will erupt from the sun and begin its one- to 
four-day journey toward Earth. Observations 
provide only limited information about 
where the storm will hit and its potential for 
damage until it is within about a half-hour 
of Earth. This does not leave satellite opera-
tors and utility managers with sufficient no-
tice to fully shield vulnerable electronics 
and power down critical hardware. 

To improve its forecasting capability, the 
nation needs to invest in a new generation of 
space- and ground-based instruments that 
can provide continual measurements of mag-
netic fields throughout the solar atmos-
phere. These measurements would alert us to 
conditions that are conducive for storms and 
help us determine whether an incoming 
storm will penetrate our atmosphere and 
target certain regions on Earth, or harm-
lessly glance off. 

Scientists are also working toward more 
advanced computer models of the sun. One of 
their primary goals is to stimulate the build-
up of energy in twisted magnetic fields with-
in the solar atmosphere, enabling forecasters 
to predict when the fields will erupt and 
spew tons of charged particles toward Earth. 

Fortunately, Congress is starting to take 
action on this important issue. The Senate 
last month unanimously passed legislation 
to improve scientific understanding and fore-
casting of space weather. The Promoting Re-
search and Observations of Space Weather to 
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Improve the Forecasting of Tomorrow 
(PROSWIFT) Act would break down barriers 
between the nation’s researchers and fore-
casters, coordinate the efforts of key federal 
agencies, and establish an integrated strat-
egy across the federal government to address 
space weather research and observational 
needs. 

This legislation, appropriately, has strong 
bipartisan support. Sens. Gary Peters (D– 
Mich.) and Cory Gardner (R–Colo.) co-spon-
sored the Senate bill. In the House of Rep-
resentatives, Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D–Colo.) is 
working with eight co-sponsors on both sides 
of the aisle to advance the measure. 

With just months remaining on the cal-
endar of the current Congress, the House 
must provide the final passage of this impor-
tant legislation. 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO PROVIDE FLEXIBLE 
FUNDING TO STATES TO DEPLOY 

Our solar forecasting capabilities at 
present are comparable to terrestrial weath-
er prediction before the Second World War 
when communities had little warning of in-
coming storms. Since then, government 
agencies, private companies, and university 
researchers have collaborated on landmark 
advances in weather prediction, which have 
saved countless lives, fostered economic 
growth, and supported military operations. 

We have now arrived at a pivotal moment 
in forecasting solar storms. At a time when 
society is more dependent than ever on ad-
vanced e-based technologies, the PROSWIFT 
Act lays out a clear road map for bringing 
together expertise in government, the pri-
vate sector, and academia to forecast these 
damaging events. If Congress and the admin-
istration successfully enact the legislation, 
this predictive capability will provide a crit-
ical safeguard for America’s economic com-
petitiveness and national security, and for 
the business and school technologies that we 
have all come to rely upon. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
just reading quickly from the op-ed as 
to why we are doing this: 

‘‘Significant space weather events 
occur every decade or so with far- 
reaching and destructive consequences. 
A powerful solar storm in 1989 cut off 
power to millions of Canadians, and 
major storms in 2003 affected more 
than half of the Earth-orbiting space-
craft. Just 3 years ago, solar flares 
caused radio blackouts for hours dur-
ing critical emergency response efforts 
to approaching hurricanes in the Carib-
bean and nearby regions. 

‘‘A solar superstorm poses even 
greater risks. The so-called Carrington 
Event in 1859, which ignited fires in 
telegraph offices, would have cata-
strophic impacts on today’s society, 
potentially resulting in widespread 
damage to power grids, communication 
networks, and other technologies.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I am 
prepared to close, and I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I, again, would like 
to thank the sponsors of this legisla-
tion for their hard work on this impor-
tant topic. 

I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 

supporting this legislation and for both 
sides of the Capitol. We have been 
working on it for a long time. There 
has been a lot of serious interest in 
this piece of legislation because of the 
potential for damage that a space 
weather event can have. 

As I said before, we have worked to-
gether on the Committee on Science, 
Space and Technology and the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation to advance this bill for 
almost 5 years. 

Each iteration of the bill brought 
new perspectives and new ideas, and we 
worked across two administrations. We 
put all that work together into the bill 
before us today, and I, again, thank the 
Members and staff who helped make 
this possible. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage all my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘aye’’ on this space 
weather bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of S. 881 ‘‘The Pro-
moting Research and Observations of Space 
Weather to Improve the Forecasting of Tomor-
row, or PROSWIFT, Act.’’ 

Space weather is something the American 
public may not yet have an awareness of, but 
it has the potential to impact society across 
the world—every single day. 

Geomagnetic storms or solar flares can 
cause disturbances in both space and the 
near-Earth environment. 

These effects can reach the Earth’s surface 
and pose significant risks to humans operating 
in space, some aircraft flights, space commu-
nications, GPS-based services, the electric 
grid, pipelines, and other space-based and 
ground-based infrastructure. 

In short, space weather events can have 
major societal, national security, economic, 
and health impacts. 

That is why I was an original co-sponsor of 
Mr. PERLMUTTER’s H.R. 5260, ‘‘The 
PROSWIFT Act,’’ which is the basis of the text 
of the Senate-passed space weather bill we 
are voting on today. H.R. 5260 was widely 
supported by the space weather community, 
including academia, industry, and not-for-profit 
entities. 

I want to commend my colleague on the 
House Science Committee, Mr. PERLMUTTER, 
for tirelessly pushing to make this legislation a 
reality for over five years. 

He and his dedicated staff worked closely 
with my Committee staff, with the staff of the 
Committee’s Ranking Member, as well as staff 
of our colleagues in the Senate, to bring this 
legislation to the floor today. 

Unlike previous attempts to move this legis-
lation, I am proud that the bill being voted on 
today came out of regular order in the House 
Science Committee. 

This bill took into consideration feedback 
from major stakeholders in the space weather 
community and was strengthened during our 
markup process to include a commercial 
space weather pilot program. It was further 
strengthened following negotiations with our 
colleagues in the Senate. 

I am pleased that this bill represents both 
bicameral and bipartisan agreement on this 
important issue. 

I have supported the overall agenda to ad-
vance the space weather enterprise and en-

sure capabilities for space weather observa-
tion and forecasting for many years and Con-
gresses before this. I am looking forward to fi-
nally passing this legislation today, and have 
it enacted after years of hard work. 

Being able to better understand and predict 
space weather events is vitally important to 
protecting our society, our economy, and our 
critical national infrastructure. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan and good 
governance bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 881. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RURAL STEM EDUCATION ACT 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4979) to direct 
the Director of the National Science 
Foundation to support STEM edu-
cation and workforce development re-
search focused on rural areas, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4979 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rural STEM 
Education Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The supply of STEM workers is not 

keeping pace with the rapidly evolving needs 
of the public and private sector, resulting in 
a deficit often referred to as a STEM skills 
shortage. 

(2) According to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, the United States will need one mil-
lion additional STEM professionals than it is 
on track to produce in the coming decade. 

(3) Many STEM occupations offer higher 
wages, more opportunities for advancement, 
and a higher degree of job security than non- 
STEM jobs. 

(4) The 60,000,000 individuals in the United 
States who live in rural settings are signifi-
cantly under-represented in STEM. 

(5) According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, nine million students 
in the United States—nearly 20 percent of 
the total K–12 population—attend rural 
schools, and for reasons ranging from teach-
er quality to shortages of resources, these 
students often have fewer opportunities for 
high-quality STEM learning than their peers 
in the Nation’s urban and suburban schools. 

(6) Rural areas represent one of the most 
promising, yet underutilized, opportunities 
for STEM education to impact workforce de-
velopment and regional innovation, includ-
ing agriculture. 

(7) The study of agriculture, food, and nat-
ural resources involves biology, engineering, 
physics, chemistry, math, geology, computer 
science, and other scientific fields. 

(8) Employment in computer and informa-
tion technology occupations is projected to 
grow 11 percent from 2019 to 2029. To help 
meet this demand, it is important rural stu-
dents have the opportunity to acquire com-
puting skills through exposure to computer 
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science learning in grades PreK - 12 and in 
informal learning settings. 

(9) More than 293,000,000 individuals in the 
United States use high-speed broadband to 
work, learn, access healthcare, and operate 
their businesses, while 19,000,000 individuals 
in the United States still lack access to 
high-speed broadband. Rural areas are hard-
est hit, with over 26 percent of individuals in 
rural areas in the United States lacking ac-
cess to high-speed broadband compared to 1.7 
percent of individuals in urban areas in the 
United States. 
SEC. 3. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION RURAL 

STEM ACTIVITIES. 

(a) PREPARING RURAL STEM EDUCATORS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall provide 

grants on a merit-reviewed, competitive 
basis to institutions of higher education or 
nonprofit organizations (or a consortium 
thereof) for research and development to ad-
vance innovative approaches to support and 
sustain high-quality STEM teaching in rural 
schools. 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants awarded under 

this section shall be used for the research 
and development activities referred to in 
paragraph (1), which may include— 

(i) engaging rural educators of students in 
grades Pre-K through 12 in professional 
learning opportunities to enhance STEM 
knowledge, including computer science, and 
develop best practices; 

(ii) supporting research on effective STEM 
teaching practices in rural settings, includ-
ing the use of rubrics and mastery-based 
grading practices to assess student perform-
ance when employing the transdisciplinary 
teaching approach for STEM disciplines; 

(iii) designing and developing pre-service 
and in-service training resources to assist 
such rural educators in adopting 
transdisciplinary teaching practices across 
STEM courses; 

(iv) coordinating with local partners to 
adapt STEM teaching practices to leverage 
local natural and community assets in order 
to support in-place learning in rural areas; 

(v) providing hands-on training and re-
search opportunities for rural educators de-
scribed in clause (i) at Federal Laboratories, 
institutions of higher education, or in indus-
try; 

(vi) developing training and best practices 
for educators who teach multiple grade lev-
els within a STEM discipline; 

(vii) designing and implementing profes-
sional development courses and experiences, 
including mentoring, for rural educators de-
scribed in clause (i) that combine face-to- 
face and online experiences; and 

(viii) any other activity the Director deter-
mines will accomplish the goals of this sub-
section. 

(B) RURAL STEM COLLABORATIVE.—The Di-
rector may establish a pilot program of re-
gional cohorts in rural areas that will pro-
vide peer support, mentoring, and hands-on 
research experiences for rural STEM edu-
cators of students in grades Pre-K through 
12, in order to build an ecosystem of coopera-
tion among educators, researchers, aca-
demia, and local industry. 

(b) BROADENING PARTICIPATION OF RURAL 
STUDENTS IN STEM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall provide 
grants on a merit-reviewed, competitive 
basis to institutions of higher education or 
nonprofit organizations (or a consortium 
thereof) for— 

(A) research and development of program-
ming to identify the barriers rural students 
face in accessing high-quality STEM edu-
cation; and 

(B) development of innovative solutions to 
improve the participation and advancement 

of rural students in grades Pre-K through 12 
in STEM studies. 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants awarded under 

this section shall be used for the research 
and development activities referred to in 
paragraph (1), which may include— 

(i) developing partnerships with commu-
nity colleges to offer advanced STEM course 
work, including computer science, to rural 
high school students; 

(ii) supporting research on effective STEM 
practices in rural settings; 

(iii) implementing a school-wide STEM ap-
proach; 

(iv) improving the National Science Foun-
dation’s Advanced Technology Education 
program’s coordination and engagement 
with rural communities; 

(v) collaborating with existing community 
partners and networks, such as the coopera-
tive research and extension services of the 
Department of Agriculture and youth serv-
ing organizations like 4-H, after school 
STEM programs, and summer STEM pro-
grams, to leverage community resources and 
develop place-based programming; 

(vi) connecting rural school districts and 
institutions of higher education, to improve 
precollegiate STEM education and engage-
ment; 

(vii) supporting partnerships that offer 
hands-on inquiry-based science activities, in-
cluding coding, and access to lab resources 
for students studying STEM in grades Pre–K 
through 12 in a rural area; 

(viii) evaluating the role of broadband 
connectivity and its associated impact on 
the STEM and technology literacy of rural 
students; 

(ix) building capacity to support extra-
curricular STEM programs in rural schools, 
including mentor-led engagement programs, 
STEM programs held during nonschool 
hours, STEM networks, makerspaces, coding 
activities, and competitions; and 

(x) any other activity the Director deter-
mines will accomplish the goals of this sub-
section. 

(c) APPLICATION.—An applicant seeking a 
grant under subsection (a) or (b) shall submit 
an application at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Di-
rector may require. The application may in-
clude the following: 

(1) A description of the target population 
to be served by the research activity or ac-
tivities for which such grant is sought. 

(2) A description of the process for recruit-
ment and selection of students, educators, or 
schools from rural areas to participate in 
such activity or activities. 

(3) A description of how such activity or 
activities may inform efforts to promote the 
engagement and achievement of rural stu-
dents in grades PreK - 12 in STEM studies. 

(4) In the case of a proposal consisting of a 
partnership or partnerships with one or more 
rural schools and one or more researchers, a 
plan for establishing a sustained partnership 
that is jointly developed and managed, draws 
from the capacities of each partner, and is 
mutually beneficial. 

(d) PARTNERSHIPS.—In awarding grants 
under subsection (a) or (b), the Director 
shall— 

(1) encourage applicants which, for the pur-
pose of the activity or activities funded 
through the grant, include or partner with a 
nonprofit organization or an institution of 
higher education (or a consortium thereof) 
that has extensive experience and expertise 
in increasing the participation of rural stu-
dents in grades Pre-K through 12 in STEM; 

(2) encourage applicants which, for the pur-
pose of the activity or activities funded 
through the grant, include or partner with a 

consortium of rural schools or rural school 
districts; and 

(3) encourage applications which, for the 
purpose of the activity or activities funded 
through the grant, include commitments 
from school principals and administrators to 
making reforms and activities proposed by 
the applicant a priority. 

(e) EVALUATIONS.—All proposals for grants 
under subsections (a) and (b) shall include an 
evaluation plan that includes the use of out-
come oriented measures to assess the impact 
and efficacy of the grant. Each recipient of a 
grant under this section shall include results 
from these evaluative activities in annual 
and final projects. 

(f) ACCOUNTABILITY AND DISSEMINATION.— 
(1) EVALUATION REQUIRED.—The Director 

shall evaluate the portfolio of grants award-
ed under subsections (a) and (b). Such eval-
uation shall— 

(A) use a common set of benchmarks and 
tools to assess the results of research con-
ducted under such grants and identify best 
practices; and 

(B) to the extent practicable, integrate the 
findings of research resulting from the activ-
ity or activities funded through such grants 
with the findings of other research on rural 
student’s pursuit of degrees or careers in 
STEM. 

(2) REPORT ON EVALUATIONS.—Not later 
than 180 days after the completion of the 
evaluation under paragraph (1), the Director 
shall submit to Congress and make widely 
available to the public a report that in-
cludes— 

(A) the results of the evaluation; and 
(B) any recommendations for administra-

tive and legislative action that could opti-
mize the effectiveness of the grants awarded 
under this section. 

(g) REPORT BY COMMITTEE ON EQUAL OPPOR-
TUNITIES IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As part of the first report 
required by section 36(e) of the Science and 
Engineering Equal Opportunities Act (42 
U.S.C. 1885c(e)) transmitted to Congress after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Com-
mittee on Equal Opportunities in Science 
and Engineering shall include— 

(A) a description of past and present poli-
cies and activities of the Foundation to en-
courage full participation of students in 
rural communities in science, mathematics, 
engineering, and computer science fields; 
and 

(B) an assessment of trends in participa-
tion of rural students in grades Pre-K 
through 12 in Foundation activities, and an 
assessment of the policies and activities of 
the Foundation, along with proposals for 
new strategies or the broadening of existing 
successful strategies towards facilitating the 
goals of this Act. 

(2) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 313 of the Amer-

ican Innovation and Competitiveness Act 
(Public Law 114–329) is amended by striking 
‘‘Section 204(e) of the National Science 
Foundation Authorization Act of 1988’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Section 36(e) of the Science and 
Engineering Equal Opportunities Act’’. 

(B) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall take effect as if in-
cluded in the enactment of section 313 of the 
American Innovation and Competitiveness 
Act (Public Law 114–329). 

(h) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Director shall, for purposes of 
enhancing program effectiveness and avoid-
ing duplication of activities, consult, cooper-
ate, and coordinate with the programs and 
policies of other relevant Federal agencies. 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Director— 
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(1) $8,000,000 to carry out the activities 

under subsection (a) for each of fiscal years 
2021 through 2025; and 

(2) $12,000,000 to carry out the activities 
under subsection (b) for each of fiscal years 
2021 through 2025. 
SEC. 4. OPPORTUNITIES FOR ONLINE EDU-

CATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall, sub-

ject to appropriations, award competitive 
grants to institutions of higher education or 
nonprofit organizations (or a consortium 
thereof, which may include a private sector 
partner) to conduct research on online STEM 
education courses for rural communities. 

(b) RESEARCH AREAS.—The research areas 
eligible for funding under this subsection 
shall include— 

(1) evaluating the learning and achieve-
ment of rural students in grades Pre–K 
through 12 in STEM subjects; 

(2) understanding how computer-based and 
online professional development courses and 
mentor experiences can be integrated to 
meet the needs of educators of rural students 
in grades Pre–K through 12; 

(3) combining computer-based and online 
STEM education and training with appren-
ticeships, mentoring, or other applied learn-
ing arrangements; 

(4) leveraging online programs to supple-
ment STEM studies for rural students that 
need physical and academic accommodation; 
and 

(5) any other activity the Director deter-
mines will accomplish the goals of this sub-
section. 

(c) EVALUATIONS.—All proposals for grants 
under this section shall include an evalua-
tion plan that includes the use of outcome 
oriented measures to assess the impact and 
efficacy of the grant. Each recipient of a 
grant under this section shall include results 
from these evaluative activities in annual 
and final projects. 

(d) ACCOUNTABILITY AND DISSEMINATION.— 
(1) EVALUATION REQUIRED.—The Director 

shall evaluate the portfolio of grants award-
ed under this section. Such evaluation 
shall— 

(A) use a common set of benchmarks and 
tools to assess the results of research con-
ducted under such grants and identify best 
practices; and 

(B) to the extent practicable, integrate 
findings from activities carried out pursuant 
to research conducted under this section, 
with respect to the pursuit of careers and de-
grees in STEM, with those activities carried 
our pursuant to other research on serving 
rural students and communities. 

(2) REPORT ON EVALUATIONS.—Not later 
than 180 days after the completion of the 
evaluation under paragraph (1), the Director 
shall submit to Congress and make widely 
available to the public a report that in-
cludes— 

(A) the results of the evaluation; and 
(B) any recommendations for administra-

tive and legislative action that could opti-
mize the effectiveness of the grants awarded 
under this section. 

(e) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Director shall, for purposes of 
enhancing program effectiveness and avoid-
ing duplication of activities, consult, cooper-
ate, and coordinate with the programs and 
policies of other relevant Federal agencies. 
SEC. 5. NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES EVAL-

UATION. 
(a) STUDY.—Not later than 12 months after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor shall enter into an agreement with the 
National Academy of Sciences under which 
the National Academy agrees to conduct an 
evaluation and assessment that— 

(1) evaluates the quality and quantity of 
current Federal programming and research 

directed at examining STEM education for 
students in grades Pre–K through 12 and 
workforce development in rural areas; 

(2) assesses the impact of the scarcity of 
broadband connectivity in rural commu-
nities has on STEM and technical literacy 
for students in grades Pre–K through 12 in 
rural areas; 

(3) assesses the core research and data 
needed to understand the challenges rural 
areas are facing in providing quality STEM 
education and workforce development; and 

(4) makes recommendations for action at 
the Federal, State, and local levels for im-
proving STEM education for students in 
grades Pre–K through 12 and workforce de-
velopment in rural areas. 

(b) REPORT TO DIRECTOR.—The agreement 
entered into under subsection (a) shall re-
quire the National Academy of Sciences, not 
later than 24 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, to submit to the Director 
a report on the study conducted under such 
subsection, including the National Acad-
emy’s findings and recommendations. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Director to carry out this section 
$1,000,000 for fiscal year 2021. 
SEC. 6. GAO REVIEW. 

Not later than 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a study on 
the engagement of rural populations in Fed-
eral STEM programs and submit to Congress 
a report that includes— 

(1) an assessment of how Federal STEM 
education programs are serving rural popu-
lations; 

(2) a description of initiatives carried out 
by Federal agencies that are targeted at sup-
porting STEM education in rural areas; 

(3) an assessment of what is known about 
the impact and effectiveness of Federal in-
vestments in STEM education programs that 
are targeted to rural areas; and 

(4) an assessment of challenges that state 
and Federal STEM education programs face 
in reaching rural population centers. 
SEC. 7. CAPACITY BUILDING THROUGH EPSCOR. 

Section 517(f)(2) of the America COM-
PETES Reauthorization Act of 2010 (42 
U.S.C. 1862p–9(f)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) to increase the capacity of rural com-

munities to provide quality STEM education 
and STEM workforce development program-
ming to students, and teachers; and’’. 
SEC. 8. NIST ENGAGEMENT WITH RURAL COMMU-

NITIES. 
(a) MEP OUTREACH.—Section 25 of the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
Act (15 U.S.C. 278k) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘commu-

nity colleges and area career and technical 
education schools’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘secondary schools (as defined in 
section 8101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801)), community colleges, and area career 
and technical education schools, including 
those in underserved and rural commu-
nities,’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (7)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and local colleges’’ and in-

serting the following: ‘‘local high schools 
and local collseges, including those in under-
served and rural communities,’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or other applied learning 
opportunities’’ after ‘‘apprenticeships’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d)(3) by striking ‘‘, com-
munity colleges, and area career and tech-
nical education schools,’’ and inserting the 
following: ‘‘and local high schools, commu-

nity colleges, and area career and technical 
education schools, including those in under-
served and rural communities,’’. 

(b) RURAL CONNECTIVITY PRIZE COMPETI-
TION.— 

(1) PRIZE COMPETITION.—Pursuant to sec-
tion 24 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology 
Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719), the 
Secretary of Commerce, acting through the 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards 
and Technology (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘‘Secretary’’), shall, subject to 
appropriations, carry out a program to 
award prizes competitively to stimulate re-
search and development of creative tech-
nologies in order to deploy affordable and re-
liable broadband connectivity to underserved 
rural communities. 

(2) PLAN FOR DEPLOYMENT IN RURAL COMMU-
NITIES.—Each proposal submitted pursuant 
to paragraph (1) shall include a plan for de-
ployment of the technology that is the sub-
ject of such proposal in an underserved rural 
community. 

(3) PRIZE AMOUNT.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under paragraph (1), the Secretary may 
award not more than a total of $5,000,000 to 
one or more winners of the prize competi-
tion. 

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date on which a prize is awarded under 
the prize competition, the Secretary shall 
submit to the relevant committees of Con-
gress a report that describes the winning 
proposal of the prize competition. 

(5) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under subsection (a), the Secretary 
may consult with the heads of relevant de-
partments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 
SEC. 9. NITR-D BROADBAND WORKING GROUP. 

Title I of the High-Performance Computing 
Act of 1991 (15 U.S.C. 5511 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 103. BROADBAND RESEARCH AND DEVEL-

OPMENT WORKING GROUP. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall es-

tablish a broadband research and develop-
ment working group to address national re-
search challenges and opportunities for im-
proving broadband access and adoption 
across the United States. 

‘‘(b) ACTIVITIES.—The working group shall 
identify and coordinate key research prior-
ities for addressing broadband access and 
adoption, including— 

‘‘(1) promising research areas; 
‘‘(2) requirements for data collection and 

sharing; 
‘‘(3) opportunities for better alignment and 

coordination across Federal agencies and ex-
ternal stakeholders; and 

‘‘(4) input on the development of new Fed-
eral policies and programs to enhance data 
collection and research. 

‘‘(c) COORDINATION.—The working group 
shall coordinate, as appropriate, with the 
Rural Broadband Integration Working Group 
established under section 6214 of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law 
115–334) and the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture of the Department of Agri-
culture. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—The working group shall re-
port to Congress on their activities as part of 
the annual report submitted under section 
101(a)(2)(D). 

‘‘(e) SUNSET.—The authority to carry out 
this section shall terminate on the date that 
is 5 years after the date of enactment of the 
Rural STEM Education Act.’’. 
SEC. 10. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 

the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion established under section 2 of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1861). 
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(2) FEDERAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Fed-

eral laboratory’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler 
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 
3703). 

(3) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 
means the National Science Foundation es-
tablished under section 2 of the National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 
1861). 

(4) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1001(a)). 

(5) STEM.—The term ‘‘STEM’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 2 of the 
America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 
2010 (42 U.S.C. 6621 note). 

(6) STEM EDUCATION.—The term ‘‘STEM 
education’’ has the meaning given the term 
in section 2 of the STEM Education Act of 
2015 (42 U.S.C. 6621 note). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 4979, the bill now under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 4979, the Rural STEM Edu-
cation Act. 

I thank Ranking Member LUCAS and 
Representative MCADAMS for intro-
ducing this important bill, which I am 
proud to cosponsor. 

The COVID–19 crisis has revealed and 
exacerbated the many harmful inequi-
ties that persist in our society. Rural 
communities have not been spared. 

Broadband access and the so-called 
digital divide have long been a barrier 
to high quality STEM education for 
students in rural areas. STEM teachers 
in rural communities are stretched 
thin, often teaching multiple STEM 
subjects at multiple grade levels. While 
dedicated and hardworking, these 
teachers have limited resources and 
support, including training that is up- 
to-date and optimized for schools in a 
rural setting. 

Rural school districts also have lim-
ited access to library equipment to pro-
vide students with hands-on experi-
ences and a glimpse of what it is like 
to actually do science. 

The sudden transition to remote edu-
cation across the Nation that has oc-
curred due to the pandemic has ampli-
fied these challenges for rural commu-
nities. 

School districts are getting creative. 
Some are setting up internet hotspots 

in the parking lot. Some students can 
download assignments and submit 
homework. Others are sending out 
paper packets for students without re-
liable transportation. While these stop-
gap measures are helpful, they are not 
enough. 

And students are falling behind. If we 
had invested in improving remote 
teaching and mentoring and improving 
broadband access before the pandemic 
hit, rural communities would have 
been better prepared to weather this 
crisis. 

The Rural STEM Education Act pro-
vides for research and development to 
improve access to evidence-based 
STEM education opportunities in rural 
schools and provide teachers with the 
support and tools they need to teach 
more effectively. 

I am particularly excited about the 
NIST rural connectivity prize competi-
tion and the Broadband Research and 
Development Working Group, which 
would advance research and technology 
development to expand broadband ac-
cess across the country. 

The bill also provides for a much- 
needed assessment of Federal invest-
ments in rural STEM education 
through the National Academies of 
Science and the Government Account-
ability Office. 

This bill is a critical step forward to 
ensuring that more students have ac-
cess to a high-quality STEM education 
and that we are equipped with the 
STEM workforce we need to face future 
challenges like this pandemic. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the ranking 
member of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, Mr. LUCAS, for 
introducing this bill, and also for work-
ing collaboratively with me and the 
staff to ensure it was a bipartisan ef-
fort. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

b 1245 
Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-

port of H.R. 4979, the Rural STEM Edu-
cation Act. I am pleased to be leading 
this important bipartisan bill and 
would like to thank Congressman 
MCADAMS, Congressman BAIRD, Con-
gresswoman JOHNSON, and the other 43 
Members of Congress who cosponsored 
this bill for their support. 

Now more than ever, America’s pros-
perity and security depend on an effec-
tive, inclusive science, technology, en-
gineering, math, and computer science 
workforce, or STEM. 

Nationally, 80 percent of the fastest 
growing occupations depend upon mas-
tery of STEM skills. The number of 
STEM jobs is growing three times fast-
er than non-STEM jobs. Over the next 
decade, the STEM shortage is antici-
pated to reach 1 million positions, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. 

To succeed in this job market, our 
students need to be equipped with solid 
skills in science and engineering. 

Meeting this demand starts in the 
classroom. With STEM education be-
coming so fundamental to success in 
any industry, finding ways to improve 
the quality of STEM learning every-
where is of critical importance. 

Over 9 million students in the United 
States, nearly 20 percent of the K–12 
population, attend rural schools. In 
Oklahoma, that number is even higher. 
One-third of our students attend rural 
schools. 

These students face a number of bar-
riers to accessing high-quality STEM 
learning, including a shortage of 
trained science and math teachers, sin-
gle teachers teaching multiple grade 
levels, a lack of access to advanced 
STEM courses, and few local university 
and industry partners. 

Since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic, we have seen even further 
proof that rural students are at a dis-
advantage, given the unreliability or 
nonexistent broadband access many 
must deal with while currently dis-
tance learning. 

The Rural STEM Education Act sup-
ports research and development activi-
ties to improve our understanding of 
the challenges rural communities are 
facing in providing and sustaining 
quality STEM education programs and 
take steps to address them. 

H.R. 4979 helps develop best practices 
for accessing and using computer-based 
and online STEM education courses. It 
will help schools combine online STEM 
education with hands-on training and 
apprenticeships, to give students both 
theoretical and practical under-
standing of science and math skills. 

This bill will also take steps to ad-
dress one of the great key obstacles to 
rural STEM education: reduced 
connectivity and, in particular, the 
lack of broadband access. Of the 21 mil-
lion Americans who lack access to 
broadband, the majority live in rural 
areas. With the increase in online 
learning, we need to prioritize 
connectivity for all students. 

This bill directs the National Insti-
tutes of Standards and Technology to 
establish a prize competition to stimu-
late innovations in technologies to de-
ploy broadband connectivity to under-
served rural communities. 

It also establishes a working group to 
set key research priorities for improv-
ing broadband access so rural commu-
nities can enjoy the same connected-
ness as the rest of the country. 

This bill includes a number of provi-
sions to help provide rural educators 
with the tools they need to be success-
ful, both in the classroom and online. 

It supports opportunities for rural 
educators to refresh and enhance their 
own STEM knowledge, such as training 
in computer science and research op-
portunities at Federal laboratories and 
universities. These experiences provide 
rural educators with high-quality 
STEM skills and practices they can 
take back to their classrooms and pass 
on to their students. 

Lastly, the major focus of the bill is 
broadening the participation of rural 
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students in STEM. One way we can do 
this is by emphasizing place-based 
learning, which gives students direct 
access to the STEM knowledge in their 
communities and local environments. 

Place-based learning connects stu-
dents to the science that is right out-
side their doors, whether it is studying 
animal science with FFA, learning 
about local ecosystems out on the prai-
ries or in forests, or developing the 
technological skills required to operate 
increasingly complex and computerized 
farm equipment. 

That direct experience engages stu-
dents and helps them understand that 
STEM skills matter to everyone, not 
just scientists in white lab coats. 

Taken together, the measures in this 
bill will dramatically improve rural 
STEM education. I believe rural areas 
represent one of the greatest yet most 
underutilized opportunities for tal-
ented students to enhance the United 
States’ future STEM workforce. 

I am pleased this bill has gained the 
endorsement of the STEM Education 
Coalition, the Afterschool Alliance, 
Battelle and STEM-X, National 
Science Teaching Association, Amer-
ican Chemical Society, American Geo-
physical Union, Microsoft, Girl Scouts 
of the USA, National FFA Organiza-
tion, and Association of Public and 
Land-grant Universities. 

I again would like to thank Chair-
woman JOHNSON, Representative 
MCADAMS, Representative BAIRD, and 
their staff for working with me on this 
bill. 

I strongly encourage my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ to better STEM edu-
cation for America’s rural students, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MCADAMS). 

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of my bipartisan bill 
with Representative LUCAS, the Rural 
STEM Education Act. 

More than 9 million students nation-
wide attend a rural school. And in my 
home State of Utah, 15 percent of our 
students live in rural communities. 

Unfortunately, there are many bar-
riers to receiving quality STEM edu-
cation for rural community students. 
There is a shortage of math and science 
teachers and a high rate of teacher 
turnover. Plus, access to high-speed 
and reliable internet is more limited in 
these areas. 

Today, as we live through this pan-
demic, we know how important reliable 
internet is for kids and teachers. This 
bill would provide effective online 
teaching tools that educators can use 
in our rural areas. 

It will also increase teacher recruit-
ment and improve internet access. It 
will task several government agencies 
to work together to advance research 
and provide teachers with what they 
need to effectively teach STEM to 
more students in rural communities. 

When bright young minds have the 
opportunity to explore science, tech-

nology, engineering, and math, you 
never know where their intelligence 
and their curiosity might lead them or 
what new discoveries we will be able to 
trace back to the education they re-
ceived starting in their hometown. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important legislation, and I thank my 
friend from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) for 
championing this. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BAIRD). 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 4979, the Rural 
STEM Education Act. I am proud to be 
an original cosponsor of this legisla-
tion. 

As one of only two Members of Con-
gress with a Ph.D. in science, I under-
stand the importance of teaching 
science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, and computer science at 
an early age. 

Quality STEM education is essential 
to train the next generation of Amer-
ican minds. Fostering children’s nat-
ural curiosity is critical to expanding 
their interest in STEM. 

More than 9 million students in the 
United States attend rural schools, so 
investing in rural areas represents one 
of the most significant opportunities 
for STEM education. 

H.R. 4979 will support research and 
development to identify the barriers 
rural students face in accessing high- 
quality STEM education, and it will 
develop innovative solutions to im-
prove rural students’ participation and 
advancement in the STEM fields. 

In a time when our rural students are 
facing more barriers than ever before 
because of COVID, this bill can play an 
important role in helping these stu-
dents remain in the STEM pipeline. 

With the shift to online learning in 
recent months, it is more important 
than ever that we invest in the best 
practices and the scalability of online 
STEM education courses for our rural 
communities. 

In addition to examining opportuni-
ties for online education, this legisla-
tion also promotes the importance of 
place-based learning. Place-based 
learning is a tremendous tool to broad-
en participation by rural students in 
STEM. 

It uses local heritage, geography, and 
opportunities to study STEM. By con-
necting them with the science that is 
right outside their front door, rural 
students will have hands-on learning 
opportunities, even while the courses 
remain online. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention 
one of the greatest barriers our rural 
students face, which is broadband ac-
cess. Over 20 million Americans lack 
access to broadband, and the majority 
live in these rural areas. This bill 
prioritizes connectivity for all students 
and supports technologies to deploy 
broadband to these underserved rural 
areas. 

We must also recognize the key role 
educators play, especially rural teach-

ers who teach multiple grade levels 
within a STEM discipline. H.R. 4979 
provides rural STEM educators with 
resources and experiences that they 
can bring back to the classroom and 
use with their students. 

I would like to thank Ranking Mem-
ber LUCAS for his leadership on this 
bill. By improving access to STEM op-
portunities in rural schools, the Rural 
STEM Education Act will ensure that 
communities in less populated areas 
are not overlooked and that the intel-
lectual power of our next generation 
continues to grow. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I am prepared to close, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I might consume. 

In closing, I again want to thank 
Chairwoman JOHNSON, Representative 
MCADAMS, Representative BAIRD, and 
their staff for working with me on this 
bill. 

I am grateful to my colleagues for 
helping me move this forward in a bi-
partisan way. I want rural students to 
have every opportunity to compete and 
contribute STEM skills both to their 
communities and to the national work-
force. 

The Rural STEM Education Act gives 
teachers better tools to teach science 
and math, leverages local resources to 
engage students in key subjects, and 
addresses the lack of broadband access 
in rural communities. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

I would like to take a moment again 
to thank the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. LUCAS) for working with the 
members of this committee on this leg-
islation and thank Mr. MCADAMS and 
Dr. BAIRD. 

It is my hope that we can pass this 
bill out of the House today and, hope-
fully, work with our colleagues in the 
Senate to get this bipartisan bill, as 
well as many others, of course, we have 
sent over there passed into law. 

This bill is needed more now than it 
was when we started out, so I would 
hope that the Senate will see the need 
to pass this bill as soon as possible. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4979, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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b 1300 

ELECTION TECHNOLOGY 
RESEARCH ACT OF 2020 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4990) to direct the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
and the National Science Foundation 
to carry out research and other activi-
ties to promote the security and mod-
ernization of voting systems, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4990 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Election 
Technology Research Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS 

AND TECHNOLOGY. 
(a) VOTING SYSTEMS RESEARCH.—The Direc-

tor of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, in collaboration with the 
National Science Foundation as appropriate, 
shall carry out a program of research on vot-
ing systems, including— 

(1) the cybersecurity of different compo-
nents of such systems; 

(2) end-to-end verifiable systems; 
(3) Internet-enabled voting; 
(4) the accessibility and usability of dif-

ferent components of such systems; 
(5) voter privacy and data protection; 
(6) methods for auditing elections; 
(7) the interoperability of system tech-

nologies; 
(8) means for providing voters with the 

ability to easily check whether a ballot sent 
by mail has been dispatched to the voter and 
whether the voter’s marked ballot has been 
received and accepted by the appropriate 
election official; 

(9) the reliability of various approaches to 
voter authentication; and 

(10) such other areas of research as the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology determines to be appropriate 
and related to the security and integrity of 
elections for Federal office. 

(b) ELECTIONS SYSTEMS CENTER OF EXCEL-
LENCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
shall make an award to an institution of 
higher education or an eligible nonprofit or-
ganization (or a consortium thereof) to es-
tablish a Center of Excellence in Election 
Systems. 

(2) COLLABORATIONS.—The Director shall 
ensure that the Center of Excellence in-
cludes a collaboration of institutions of 
higher education, nonprofit organizations, 
private sector entities, and State and local 
election officials. 

(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Center of 
Excellence shall be to— 

(A) conduct measurement research and sta-
tistical analyses to inform the development 
of standards for technologies and processes 
that contribute to more secure, fair, and ac-
cessible elections; 

(B) test and evaluate the security, 
usability, and accessibility of the tech-
nologies of voting systems, including the ac-
cessibility of poll book data by voters; 

(C) research testing methods that could be 
used for the certification of voting system 
technologies; 

(D) educate and train students studying in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics fields to conduct measurement 

science and standards research relevant to 
such systems; and 

(E) foster collaboration among academic 
researchers, private sector vendors of elec-
tion technology, and State and local election 
officials. 

(4) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An institution of higher 

education or an eligible nonprofit organiza-
tion (or a consortium thereof) seeking fund-
ing under this subsection shall submit an ap-
plication to the Director at such time, in 
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Director may require. 

(B) APPLICATIONS.—Each application under 
subparagraph (A) shall include a description 
of— 

(i) how the Center will work with other re-
search institutions, industry partners, and 
State or local election officials to identify 
the measurement, testing, and standards 
needs of voting systems and to leverage the 
expertise of election practitioners; and 

(ii) how the Center will promote active col-
laboration among researchers in multiple 
disciplines involved in ensuring the security 
and integrity of such systems. 

(C) SELECTION AND DURATION.—Each Center 
established under this section is authorized 
to carry out activities for a period of 5 years, 
renewable for an additional 5 years at the 
discretion of the Director. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $12,000,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2021 through 2025. 
SEC. 3. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION. 

(a) RESEARCH GRANTS.—The Director of the 
National Science Foundation, in collabora-
tion with the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology and other relevant 
agencies, as appropriate, shall award basic 
research grants to increase the under-
standing of cyber and other threats to voting 
systems and to inform the development of 
technologies, processes, and policies that 
contribute to more secure, fair, and acces-
sible elections, including research on— 

(1) the cybersecurity of different compo-
nents of such systems; 

(2) end-to-end verifiable systems; 
(3) the risks and benefits of Internet-en-

abled voting; 
(4) the human-technology interface, in-

cluding the usability, accessibility, and com-
prehensibility of ballot design, ballot mark-
ing devices, and other components of such 
systems; 

(5) voter privacy and data protection; 
(6) voter practices regarding the 

verification of ballots generated by ballot 
marking devices and the likelihood that vot-
ers, both with and without disabilities, will 
recognize errors or omissions with respect to 
such ballots; and 

(7) such other topics as the Director deter-
mines to be appropriate and related to the 
integrity of elections. 

(b) ELECTIONS SYSTEMS RESEARCH CEN-
TER.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, in consultation 
with the Director of the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, as appropriate, 
shall award grants to institutions of higher 
education or eligible nonprofit organizations 
(or consortia thereof) to establish at least 1 
multidisciplinary center for elections sys-
tems research and education. 

(2) CONSORTIA.—A consortia receiving an 
award under this subsection may include in-
stitutions of higher education, nonprofit or-
ganizations, private sector entities, and 
State and local election officials. 

(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of a center es-
tablished with a grant awarded under this 
subsection shall be to— 

(A) conduct basic research to advance un-
derstanding of cyber and other threats to 
election systems and the conduct of secure, 
fair, and accessible elections; 

(B) conduct research that may inform the 
development of technologies, processes, and 
policies that contribute to more secure, fair, 
and accessible elections; 

(C) educate and train students studying in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics fields to conduct research relevant to 
election systems; 

(D) design curricula that address the grow-
ing organizational management and infor-
mation technology needs of the election 
community; and 

(E) foster collaboration among academic 
researchers, private sector vendors of elec-
tion technology, and State and local election 
officials. 

(4) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An institution of higher 

education or an eligible nonprofit organiza-
tion (or a consortium thereof) seeking fund-
ing under this subsection shall submit an ap-
plication to the Director of the National 
Science Foundation at such time, in such 
manner, and containing such information as 
the Director may require. 

(B) APPLICATIONS.—Each application under 
subparagraph (A) shall include a description 
of— 

(i) how the center established with a grant 
awarded under this subsection will work 
with other research institutions, industry 
partners, and State and local election offi-
cials to identify research needs and leverage 
the expertise of election practitioners; and 

(ii) how the center will promote active col-
laboration among researchers in multiple 
disciplines involved in elections systems se-
curity, including computer science, data 
science, and social and behavioral sciences. 

(5) SELECTION AND DURATION.—Each center 
established with a grant awarded under this 
section is authorized to carry out activities 
for a period of 5 years, renewable for an addi-
tional 5 years at the discretion of the Direc-
tor. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2021 through 2025. 
SEC. 4. OTHER ACTIVITIES OF NATIONAL INSTI-

TUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECH-
NOLOGY TO PROMOTE SECURITY 
AND MODERNIZATION OF VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

(a) COMMON DATA FORMAT.—The National 
Institute of Standards and Technology shall 
establish and make publicly available com-
mon data format specifications for auditing, 
voter registration, and other elements of 
voting systems, and provide the specifica-
tions to the Technical Guidelines Develop-
ment Committee of the Election Assistance 
Commission under section 221(e) of the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 20961(e)). 

(b) ELECTIONS SYSTEMS CERTIFICATIONS.— 
The National Institute of Standards and 
Technology shall work in collaboration with 
the Election Assistance Commission to up-
date the process under which voting systems 
are certified pursuant to the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 so that State and local elec-
tion officials will be better able to carry out 
updates and otherwise modernize such sys-
tems. 

(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Director 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology shall— 

(1) provide technical assistance to State 
and local election officials on the implemen-
tation of cybersecurity standards, privacy 
standards, risk assessments, risk-limiting 
audits, and technologies which are incor-
porated in the voluntary voting system 
guidelines issued under the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002; and 
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(2) in collaboration with the Department of 

Homeland Security and the Election Assist-
ance Commission, as appropriate, conduct 
outreach to State and local election officials 
in order to disseminate best practices for the 
implementation of such voluntary voting 
system guidelines. 

SEC. 5. GAO REPORT. 

Not later than 18 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submit a report to Congress that— 

(1) addresses the extent to which efforts by 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) to assist the Technical 
Guidelines Development Committee of the 
Election Assistance Commission in the de-
velopment of voluntary voting systems 
guidelines have resulted in market-ready 
standardized voting equipment and software, 
and addresses the resources made available 
to NIST to carry out these activities; 

(2) addresses efforts by NIST to monitor 
and review the performance of laboratories 
accredited by the Elections Assistance Com-
mission and to make recommendations for 
continuing accreditation, increased voting 
technology reliability, and the number of ac-
credited private laboratories, and addresses 
resources made available to NIST to carry 
out these activities; and 

(3) addresses the extent to which the an-
nual list of suggestions required to be sub-
mitted by NIST to the Election Assistance 
Commission for research issues for grants 
and pilot programs under section 271(d) of 
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 
21041) and the evaluation of grants and pro-
grams by NIST has improved voting tech-
nology and been successful in encouraging 
the implementation of new technologies in 
voting systems and equipment. 

SEC. 6. AMENDMENTS TO THE HELP AMERICA 
VOTE ACT OF 2002. 

Section 301(b) of the Help America Vote 
Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 21081(b)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘this section’’ and inserting 
‘‘this Act’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-
graph (1); 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (6); and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(2) any other paper or electronic tech-
nologies or processes for collecting, storing, 
or transmitting personal information of vot-
ers for use in the administration of elections 
for Federal office, including electronic poll 
books with respect to an election; 

‘‘(3) voter registration databases and sys-
tems, including online interfaces; 

‘‘(4) systems for carrying out post-election 
auditing; 

‘‘(5) chain-of-custody procedures; and’’. 

SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘voting system’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 301(b) of 
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 
21081(b)), as amended by section 6; and 

(2) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 
several States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New Jersey (Ms. SHERRILL) and the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on H.R. 
4990, the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in support of H.R. 4990, the Elec-
tion Technology Research Act. This bi-
partisan legislation, which I was proud 
to introduce alongside my friend Rep-
resentative GONZALEZ, Chairwoman 
JOHNSON, and Ranking Member LUCAS, 
is a practical, commonsense bill that 
would yield important results for the 
security of our elections. 

Madam Speaker, 48 days from today, 
Americans will exercise one of their 
most important duties in a democratic 
society and vote. Amidst a global pan-
demic, targeted attacks on our democ-
racy by our adversaries, and political 
unrest, Americans deserve to know 
that our elections are secure. 

Last summer, the Science, Space, 
and Technology Committee held a 
hearing with voting technology and 
election administration experts to dis-
cuss U.S. election system technologies 
and research recommendations made in 
the 2018 National Academies report, Se-
curing the Vote: Protecting American 
Democracy. This report and the input 
we received during that hearing made 
it clear that targeted research designed 
to protect our voting systems is not 
only wise but necessary. 

The COVID–19 global pandemic has 
put stress on our healthcare system, 
caused nearly 200,000 deaths in the 
United States, devastated our econ-
omy, and underscored racial inequities 
in our society. But Americans are resil-
ient. They will mail in their ballots or 
go to their polling stations to cast 
their vote. Why? Because they care 
deeply about our country and our de-
mocracy. In return, one of our jobs in 
government is to ensure the American 
people have confidence in the integrity 
of our election process. 

Nearly 20 years ago, Congress en-
acted the Help America Vote Act. 
HAVA provided funding for States to 
purchase new voting equipment and 
created the Election Assistance Com-
mission. It also included provisions to 
advance research, technology, and 
standards development for voting sys-
tems. 

There are more than 10,000 voting ju-
risdictions across the United States. 
HAVA mandated that the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology 
work with the EAC to develop vol-
untary voting systems guidelines for 
voting machines. 

Today, all U.S. States and territories 
look to those guidelines to make deci-
sions to about technology procurement 

and securing their elections. My legis-
lation modernizes the 20-year-old pro-
visions in HAVA to reflect the state of 
today’s technology and the nature of 
today’s election security challenges. 

The most important new areas of re-
search and standards development this 
bill supports are online voter registra-
tion systems and electronic poll books. 
Forty States now offer online voter 
registration, and many States also use 
e-poll books on election day for quick 
access to voter information. 

The Election Technology Research 
Act also creates centers of excellence 
at NIST and the National Science 
Foundation to further study a range of 
important election technology chal-
lenges, including cybersecurity, pri-
vacy, reliability, and interoperability. 

We must strive to ensure the highest 
standards are in place for all tech-
nologies used in the election process. 
And while the overwhelming majority 
of election experts agree that the tech-
nology is not yet ready for secure vot-
ing over the internet, this bill does 
support continued research on internet 
voting. 

In addition to the security and integ-
rity of voting equipment, voting acces-
sibility is also important. Keeping se-
curity at the forefront, we should make 
it as easy as possible for all voters to 
cast their ballots. H.R. 4990 supports 
research at NSF to study ways to im-
prove the voter interface with different 
voting technologies, including accessi-
bility, ballot design, and ballot-mark-
ing devices. 

Beyond the ballot box, this bill sup-
ports education and training of stu-
dents and design of curricula focused 
on organizational management and in-
formational technology needs of the 
election community. 

Finally, H.R. 4990 directs NIST to 
provide technical assistance to States 
for their election needs, including risk 
assessments and risk-limiting audits. 

This is a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. The Members of the House 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee worked to put together a bipar-
tisan bill that represents our values 
and our commitment to protecting our 
democracy. It recognizes the simple 
fact that technology advances quickly. 
So, when it comes to something as fun-
damental as ensuring the security and 
the sanctity of our elections, it is in-
cumbent upon Congress to pass legisla-
tion to make sure our election tech-
nology is modern, secure, and state of 
the art. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely thank 
Representative GONZALEZ, Chairwoman 
JOHNSON, and Ranking Member LUCAS 
for joining me as cosponsors on this 
bill, as well as my other colleagues on 
the Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee and in the House for adding 
their names to this legislation. 

I urge all Members to support the 
Election Technology Research Act, and 
I look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues to see it enacted in 
law. 
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Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-

ance of my time. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, 
Washington, DC, February 10, 2020. 

Hon. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, 
Chairwoman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON: I am writing 
to you regarding H.R. 4990, the ‘‘Election 
Technology Research Act of 2019.’’ This 
measure, introduced on November 8, 2019, 
was referred to your committee as well as 
the Committee on House Administration. 

The Committee on House Administration 
agrees to waive further consideration of H.R. 
4990. The Committee does so with the under-
standing that by waiving further consider-
ation of this bill it does not waive any future 
jurisdictional claims over similar measures. 
In addition, the Committee reserves its right 
to seek conferees on any provisions within 
its jurisdiction which are considered in a 
House-Senate conference and requests your 
support if such a request is made. 

I would appreciate the inclusion of this let-
ter and a copy of your response in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
H.R. 4990 on the House floor. 

Sincerely, 
ZOE LOFGREN, 

Chairperson. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, February 10, 2020. 
Chairperson ZOE LOFGREN, 
Committee on House Administration, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRPERSON LOFGREN: I am writing 
to you concerning H.R. 4990, the ‘‘Election 
Technology Research Act of 2019,’’ which was 
referred to the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on House Administration on Novem-
ber 8, 2019. 

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this bill. I recognize that the 
bill contains provisions that fall within the 
jurisdiction of the Committee on House Ad-
ministration. I appreciate that your Com-
mittee will waive further consideration of 
H.R. 4990 and that this action is not a waiver 
of future jurisdictional claims by the Com-
mittee on House Administration over this 
subject matter. 

I will make sure to include our exchange of 
letters in the legislative report for H.R. 4990 
and in the Congressional Record. Thank you 
for your cooperation on this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, 

Chairwoman, Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 4990, the Election Technology Re-
search Act of 2020. I am proud to join 
Representatives SHERRILL and GON-
ZALEZ and Chairwoman JOHNSON as an 
original cosponsor of this bill. 

The security and integrity of elec-
tions is fundamental to American de-
mocracy and should not be a partisan 
issue. To that end, this bipartisan bill 
takes necessary and appropriate steps 
to update research activities at the Na-
tional Science Foundation and the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to promote the security and the 
modernization of U.S. voting systems. 

The bill also establishes an election 
systems center of excellence at NIST 

to foster collaborations between NIST, 
universities, and State and local elec-
tion officials to address election secu-
rity challenges. 

The U.S. Constitution vests the re-
sponsibility of administering elections 
with State and local governments, and 
we in Congress should respect the 
boundaries of this well-established sys-
tem of federalism. 

However, the Federal Government 
has an important role to play in pro-
viding guidance and assistance to 
States on election systems. The Fed-
eral Government can and should work 
closely with States and local govern-
ment officials to deal with foreign and 
domestic cyber threats. 

This bill provides the research tools 
to do just that, and it does so without 
imposing costly or burdensome man-
dates on States. Instead, this bill 
leverages an established system to pro-
vide voluntary guidelines to State and 
local election officials to use as they 
see fit. 

I appreciate Chairwoman JOHNSON 
and her staff for working with us to 
produce a good, bipartisan bill. I urge 
my colleagues to support it, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JOHNSON). 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 4990, 
the Election Technology Research Act 
of 2020. I am proud to join my col-
leagues, Representatives SHERRILL and 
GONZALEZ, in introducing this bipar-
tisan bill. 

Just a few weeks from now, Ameri-
cans will begin casting their ballots in 
the 2020 election. They will also do so 
in the midst of a global pandemic and 
a divided country. The stakes could not 
be higher. We face many threats to our 
democratic institutions, including to 
our most sacred right and responsi-
bility as citizens: our vote. 

Unfortunately, the greatest threats 
today are the spread of misinformation 
and the active disenfranchisement of 
American citizens. Those are human 
vulnerabilities that are amplified by 
technology. However, we must not lose 
sight of the vulnerabilities inherent to 
the technologies that we use to cast 
and count our votes. 

As it has across all aspects of our 
lives and society, technology has be-
come an integral part of the election 
process. The use of technology in elec-
tions has changed significantly since 
the enactment of Help America Vote 
nearly 20 years ago. 

H.R. 4990 authorizes research and 
standards development activities at 
the National Science Foundation and 
the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology to help modernize and 
secure our election systems and ensure 
that they are accessible to all. 

The legislation also includes a small 
amendment to HAVA to ensure that 
the standards and guidelines developed 
to help States secure their election 
systems cover all of the election tech-
nologies in use today. 

This legislation represents just a 
tiny piece of what is needed in terms of 
policy, leadership, and funding to en-
sure free, fair, transparent, and secure 
elections, but it is an important piece, 
if not in time for this election, then for 
all future elections. 

I want to again thank my colleagues, 
Representatives SHERRILL and GON-
ZALEZ, for their hard work and our col-
leagues on the House Administration 
Committee for their support in getting 
this bill to the floor. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this good, bipartisan 
legislation. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. GONZALEZ). 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio. Madam 
Speaker, election security is an issue 
essential to our democracy, and I am 
glad to see the House taking up legisla-
tion today to address it in a bipartisan 
manner. 

My colleague, Representative 
SHERRILL, and I have been working to-
gether on this issue since being sworn 
in, and I am glad to join her, as well as 
Chairwoman JOHNSON and Ranking 
Member LUCAS, in supporting H.R. 4990, 
the Election Technology Research Act. 

This legislation would modernize and 
secure U.S. voting systems by author-
izing NIST and the National Science 
Foundation to conduct research on 
ways to improve and secure voting sys-
tems. Importantly, any standards rec-
ommended by NIST under this act are 
voluntary, and adoption of the stand-
ards remain in the purview of the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission. 

H.R. 4990 also provides grant funding 
to establish a center of excellence in 
election systems to promote the re-
search and modernization of election 
practices. A stated purpose of this cen-
ter will be to foster collaboration be-
tween universities, nonprofits, private 
organizations, and State and local elec-
tion officials. Encouraging communica-
tion and collaboration between these 
groups is vital to make sure the voices 
of States and local election officials 
are heard. 

The Election Research Technology 
Act also amends the Help America 
Vote Act to update the definition of 
voting systems to match modern tech-
nology encompassing electronic poll 
books and voter registration databases. 
There is bipartisan consensus that an 
update of the definition is necessary to 
reflect the modern election technology 
used by States today. 

With new threats facing our electoral 
systems, it is imperative that we con-
tinue to update our election laws and 
improve our election security by pass-
ing bipartisan election security legisla-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Chair-
woman JOHNSON, Ranking Member 
LUCAS, and the Science, Space, and 
Technology staff for their hard work 
on this legislation, and also Ohio Sec-
retary of State Frank LaRose’s office 
for their input throughout the process. 
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Madam Speaker, I also want to thank 

my friend, Ranking Member DAVIS, for 
his dedicated work on election issues. I 
look forward to continuing working 
with him to ensure the administration 
of our elections are safe and secure. 

The Election Technology Research 
Act will update Federal laws to reflect 
today’s technology, encourage basic re-
search and innovation on the State and 
local level to secure our election sys-
tems, and streamline collaboration be-
tween private and public stakeholders. 

This bill is a simple, bipartisan piece 
of legislation that will take a step for-
ward in improving our election secu-
rity. I urge my colleagues to vote in 
support of H.R. 4990. 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER). 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, 
I thank my friend from New Jersey. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 4990, which I am proud to 
cosponsor. This is a bipartisan bill in-
troduced by my Science, Space, and 
Technology Committee colleagues, 
Representatives SHERRILL and AN-
THONY GONZALEZ. 

Technology in elections is necessary 
to provide convenience, speed, accu-
racy, and accessibility. However, our 
country needs to modernize this tech-
nology from time to time to ensure se-
curity, privacy, reliability, and trans-
parency. 

For the past 20 years, the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 was instrumental 
in the development of voluntary voting 
system guidelines and the advance-
ment of voting technologies to improve 
the security and integrity of our elec-
tions. Unfortunately, the law has not 
kept pace with the rapid advances in 
technology. 

b 1315 

H.R. 4990 authorizes activities and 
makes investments at the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology 
and the National Science Foundation 
to support research to help secure and 
modernize our election systems. This 
legislation also supports critical stand-
ards development work carried out by 
NIST in collaboration with the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission to improve 
the cybersecurity, privacy, reliability, 
and interoperability of voting systems 
technologies. 

Voting is one of our most cherished 
rights as Americans, and without sacri-
ficing security, we must make it as 
easy as possible for all voters to cast 
their ballots this year and every year. 

I thank my colleagues, Representa-
tive MIKIE SHERRILL and Representa-
tive GONZALEZ, for their bipartisan 
leadership on this bill. 

H.R. 4990 will help improve the secu-
rity of our elections, and I urge all my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS), a fellow ranking 
member on a full committee and al-
ways an insightful individual. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I thank my good 
friend from Oklahoma for yielding and 
for the glowing recommendation there. 
I think I could have gotten a better one 
from Mr. PERLMUTTER over there. It is 
great to be here. It is great to be 
among friends and great to see biparti-
sanship. 

This is an example of what the House 
of Representatives should do on a reg-
ular basis, have fun, joke around, like 
Ranking Member LUCAS and I do on 
regular occasions. This is what we 
should do on a wide variety of other 
pieces of legislation, including what we 
want to do before the end of this 
month, how we want to fill the holes in 
the stimulus bill that we passed back 
months and months ago in a very bi-
partisan way. 

I have to raise some concerns about 
this piece of legislation because the 
House Administration Committee got 
this bill sent to the committee last No-
vember and, unfortunately, as has been 
the norm in this Congress and on this 
committee, we didn’t hold one mean-
ingful hearing or markup on this bill. 

The Chair waived our jurisdiction in 
February, and now 7 months later this 
bill is on the House floor without ever 
being discussed by the committee with 
jurisdiction over Federal election 
issues. 

H.R. 4990 allocates over $100 million 
over the next 5 years to the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
in order to conduct election system re-
search and distribute grants to higher- 
education institutions and nonprofits. 

Funding expanded research at NIST, 
a nonregulatory agency of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, would allow the 
agency to circumvent policy priorities 
set by the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission, a politically balanced 
agency. 

This is especially concerning when 
we know there have already been calls 
for more transparency when it comes 
to the work that NIST does on behalf 
of the EAC. Currently, EAC commis-
sioners are not regularly updated on 
the projects that they task NIST with. 
There is no timeline for completion 
and no reporting structure. H.R. 4990 
further empowers NIST without pro-
portional accountability to the EAC. 

I have addressed this issue previously 
in my bill H.R. 5707, the Protect Amer-
ican Voters Act, PAVA, by calling elec-
tion-related work of NIST to be more 
accessible and visible by directing 
them to issue a report to Congress 
every year containing the status, 
timeline, and estimated completion of 
activities that they are tasked with 
under HAVA. 

Additionally, H.R. 4990 would expand 
the voting system definition to include 
nonvoting technology in the already 
overwhelmed voluntary voting system 
guidelines process. 

We have been waiting for updated 
HAVA guidelines, or VVSG 2.0, for over 
a decade now. So while I absolutely be-
lieve guidelines for nonvoting equip-

ment, such as e-poll books are needed, 
adding more to the VVSG process like-
ly isn’t going to get this done. 

My bill, PAVA, addresses this by by-
passing the costly and time-consuming 
VVSG process and calls for the EAC to 
establish a separate process for testing 
and certifying guidelines for nonvoting 
election equipment. 

The bottom line, H.R. 4990 does not 
update HAVA, and allocates over $100 
million to the discretion of NIST, rath-
er than investing in the bipartisan 
independent government agency cre-
ated by Congress. And that agency is 
well-versed in elections. The EAC pro-
vides guidance, not mandates. Keeping 
power at the EAC preserves States’ pri-
mary and constitutional role in admin-
istering Federal elections. 

This House should work in a real, bi-
partisan fashion to create the election 
reform that the American people de-
serve. I am willing and ready whenever 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
would like to do this. 

I am happy we see bipartisanship 
today as this bill works its way 
through the process after it passes 
today. I certainly hope that the spon-
sors and my colleagues can work with 
us to address some of the concerns that 
I raise today. 

I thank, again, Ranking Member 
LUCAS. I will give him a glowing rec-
ommendation, too, of nothing. 

And I thank the sponsors of this bill, 
Ms. SHERRILL and Mr. GONZALES, for 
your work in this field. I would like to 
work with you to address some of these 
concerns as we move it to the Senate. 
Thank you for your time today. 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Oklahoma (Ms. KENDRA S. HORN). 

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding. I thank my col-
leagues Congresswoman SHERRILL, 
Ranking Member LUCAS, Chairwoman 
JOHNSON, and Congressman GONZALES 
for all of their work on this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today on be-
half of H.R. 4990, the Election Tech-
nology Research Act, a strong bipar-
tisan bill that I am proud to support 
and also proud to cosponsor. 

Madam Speaker, in less than 2 
months, Americans will head to the 
polls and exercise their fundamental 
right as Americans to vote and to have 
a voice in their government. Our elec-
tions are foundational to our democ-
racy, and Americans deserve to know 
that their vote is secure. 

The Help America Vote Act, which 
became law nearly two decades ago, in-
cluded a much-needed investment in 
election technologies, security sys-
tems, electronic poll books, and others 
supported by HAVA are in common use 
today. 

But as we all know, technology ad-
vances quickly, and it is critical that 
our election technology advances with 
it. Given the varied and widespread 
election technologies in use across our 
country, it is vitally important that we 
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examine the risks, find opportunities 
for modernization, and pursue secure 
updates to protect the sanctity and se-
curity of our elections. 

We must make investments in re-
search to improve cybersecurity of our 
voting systems. Cyber warfare is an 
ever-escalating program, and our right 
to vote is foundational and must be 
protected. 

This bipartisan bill will initiate im-
portant research into the security of 
election technology, enabling us to 
take the necessary steps for every 
American to trust that their vote is 
counted. 

Madam Speaker, I am glad to support 
this bill and urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Mr. LUCAS. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank Chairwoman JOHNSON, Chair-
woman SHERRILL, and Representative 
ANTHONY GONZALEZ for working to-
gether in a bipartisan manner to 
produce measured legislation that will 
help secure and modernize America’s 
voting systems. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, 
this is a practical, bipartisan piece of 
legislation that will work to secure our 
elections. 

The administration committee dis-
charged this bill in February, and I 
hope I can count on robust support 
from my colleagues there. 

When the House passed the Help 
America Vote Act nearly 20 years ago, 
we recognized that our election sys-
tems need protection. That is why that 
landmark legislation included the pro-
visions I already mentioned to advance 
research, technology, and standards de-
velopment for voting systems. 

We are in a new technological land-
scape today, and our voting systems 
need to be updated accordingly, and 
this is the first step in that direction. 

NIST already has a team of experts 
working with the Election Assistance 
Commission on standards for voting 
technology, and they are absolutely 
qualified to pursue this research. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues today. Thank you to Rep-
resentative GONZALEZ for his work on 
this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my strong support for H.R. 4990, the 
Election Technology Research Act, of which I 
am a proud cosponsor. 

My return to Congress in 2019 was prompt-
ed in part by my membership in Issue One’s 
ReFormers Caucus, a nonpartisan group of 
more than 200 former Members of Congress, 
governors, ambassadors and cabinet mem-
bers. This committed Caucus, whose slogan is 
‘‘fix democracy first’’, is focused on a range of 
reforms essential to returning government to 
the people. 

Central to these reforms are much higher 
and broader participation in our elections and 
enhanced faith in the validity of our election 

results. Election security is in turn the critical 
foundation of participation and faith. It should 
be and largely is a universal goal, especially 
given continuing, emerging and expanding 
threats to our election systems. 

This bipartisan measure would help ensure 
that our elections are secured by the most ad-
vanced and best voting technology. It author-
izes federal research to establish and maintain 
the highest standards possible, and estab-
lishes a Center of Excellence in Election Sys-
tems to regularly and thoroughly test the secu-
rity and accessibility of voting systems and 
certify voting system technology. 

This measure passed our House Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology with 
unanimous support because the Committee 
recognized the critical need for federal re-
sources and leadership on this issue. It also 
was endorsed by my Blue Dog Coalition be-
cause it advances our own commitment to na-
tional security and accessible democracy. 

I thank Congresswoman SHERRILL for her 
leadership on this important issue, and urge 
full House passage. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 4990. 

Voting is the bedrock of our representative 
democracy. The integrity of our election infra-
structure is essential to free and fair elections. 
Votes are cast and counted using a variety of 
systems, from hand-marked paper ballots to 
direct-recording electronic machines. There is 
a whole host of other technology that also 
supports the process, including electronic 
pollbooks, voter registration databases, and 
other components of comprehensive systems. 

I support H.R. 4990, the Election Tech-
nology Research Act of 2019, because it in-
vests in science to bolster the resilience of 
election technology, and commend its spon-
sor, Representative SHERRILL, for authoring 
the bill. This legislation is in keeping with other 
bills this House has passed in the 116th Con-
gress to protect our democratic institutions, in-
cluding H.R. 1 (the For the People Act), H.R. 
2722 (the SAFE Act), and H.R. 4617 (the 
SHIELD Act). 

Russia attacked our democracy in 2016. 
Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation 
confirmed that Russian GRU officers ‘‘targeted 
individuals and entities involved in the admin-
istration of the elections. Victims included U.S. 
state and local entities, such as state boards 
of elections (SBOEs), secretaries of state, and 
county governments, as well as individuals 
who worked for those entities. The GRU also 
targeted private technology firms responsible 
for manufacturing and administering election- 
related software and hardware, such as voter 
registration software and electronic polling sta-
tions.’’ 

In July 2020, the Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency (CISA) published an 
election infrastructure risk assessment. It 
found that ‘‘compromises to the integrity of 
state-level voter registration systems, the 
preparation of election data (e.g., ballot pro-
gramming), vote aggregation systems, and 
election websites present particular risk to the 
ability of jurisdictions to conduct elections.’’ 

Our elections remain under threat from for-
eign adversaries. In August 2020, the Director 
of the United States Counterintelligence and 
Security Center said that foreign states may 
use the 2020 elections to ‘‘seek to com-
promise our election infrastructure for a range 
of possible purposes, such as interfering with 

the voting process, stealing sensitive data, or 
calling into question the validity of the election 
results.’’ 

H.R. 4990 is commonsense, bipartisan leg-
islation that responds to these ongoing 
threats. It authorizes new research and stand-
ards for election infrastructure security. It di-
rects the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) and the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) to carry out research that 
will increase the understanding of cyber and 
other threats to voting systems. It will lead to 
the development of technology, processes, 
and policies for more secure and accessible 
elections. This includes the cybersecurity of 
different components of voting systems, end- 
to-end verifiable systems, voter privacy and 
data protection, election auditing, interoper-
ability of system technologies, and ballot track-
ing. 

Importantly, the bill also amends the Help 
America Vote Act to expand the definition of 
voting systems to include electronic pollbooks, 
voter registration databases, systems for car-
rying out post-election auditing, and related 
technology. This will lead to improved guid-
ance to election administrators for these sys-
tems by the Election Assistance Commission 
and its partners, which include NIST. 

I am pleased to support H.R. 4990 and urge 
its passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New Jersey (Ms. 
SHERRILL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4990, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENSURING CHILDREN AND CHILD 
CARE WORKERS ARE SAFE ACT 
OF 2020 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CRIST). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, 
the unfinished business is the vote on 
the motion to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 7909) to facilitate ac-
cess to child care services safely and 
securely during the COVID–19 pan-
demic, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. 
BONAMICI) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 387, nays 33, 
not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 190] 

YEAS—387 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Axne 
Babin 
Bacon 

Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 

Bishop (NC) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brindisi 
Brooks (IN) 
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Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Cunningham 
Curtis 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Davis, Rodney 
Dean 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Engel 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Ferguson 
Finkenauer 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx (NC) 
Frankel 
Fudge 
Fulcher 
Gabbard 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gonzalez (TX) 

Gooden 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Haaland 
Hagedorn 
Harder (CA) 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Hern, Kevin 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Horn, Kendra S. 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hurd (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Keller 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lesko 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Mast 
Matsui 
McAdams 

McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mucarsel-Powell 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Norcross 
Nunes 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Olson 
Omar 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Rodgers (WA) 
Roe, David P. 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose (NY) 
Rouda 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spano 

Speier 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiffany 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 

Torres (CA) 
Torres Small 

(NM) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Upton 
Van Drew 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 
Watkins 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Young 
Zeldin 

NAYS—33 

Amash 
Arrington 
Banks 
Biggs 
Brooks (AL) 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Cheney 
Cline 
Cloud 

Davidson (OH) 
Gaetz 
Gohmert 
Gosar 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Harris 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Jordan 
King (IA) 

Lamborn 
Massie 
McClintock 
Murphy (NC) 
Norman 
Posey 
Rose, John W. 
Roy 
Sensenbrenner 
Steube 
Yoho 

NOT VOTING—10 

Cárdenas 
DeFazio 
McHenry 
Nadler 

O’Halleran 
Palazzo 
Riggleman 
Rooney (FL) 

Timmons 
Wright 

b 1412 

Messrs. BANKS, BURGESS, and 
JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee changed 
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. KELLY of Mississippi, CAS-
TRO of Texas, and Ms. BASS changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS 

Barragán (Beyer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Chu, Judy 

(Takano) 
Clay (Davids 

(KS)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Davis, Danny K. 

(Underwood) 
DeSaulnier 

(Matsui) 
Frankel (Clark 

(MA)) 
Grijalva (Raskin) 
Hastings 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Jayapal (Raskin) 
Khanna (Gomez) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Gallego) 

Langevin 
(Lynch) 

Lawrence 
(Kildee) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lieu, Ted (Beyer) 
Lipinski (Cooper) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Lowey (Tonko) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Clark 

(MA)) 
Moore (Beyer) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Payne 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Pingree (Clark 
(MA)) 

Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Lee 

(CA)) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Aguilar) 
Rush 

(Underwood) 
Serrano 

(Jeffries) 
Sewell (AL) 

(DelBene) 
Trahan 

(McGovern) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MFUME). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess for a period of less than 15 min-
utes. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

b 1422 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MFUME) at 2 o’clock and 
22 minutes p.m. 

f 

EQUITY AND INCLUSION 
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2019 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 2574) 
to amend title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 to restore the right to indi-
vidual civil actions in cases involving 
disparate impact, and for other pur-
poses, offered by the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX), on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 255, nays 
164, not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 191] 

YEAS—255 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bishop (UT) 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady 
Brindisi 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cisneros 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Cook 
Correa 
Costa 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crist 
Crow 
Cunningham 
Curtis 

Davidson (OH) 
Davis, Rodney 
Delgado 
Demings 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Doggett 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Engel 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Ferguson 
Finkenauer 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx (NC) 
Frankel 
Fulcher 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia (CA) 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Golden 
Gonzalez (OH) 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hern, Kevin 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Horn, Kendra S. 

Horsford 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hurd (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Katko 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kim 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamb 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lawson (FL) 
Lesko 
Levin (CA) 
Long 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján 
Luria 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marshall 
Mast 
McAdams 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McKinley 
Meng 
Meuser 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mucarsel-Powell 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (NC) 
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Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palmer 
Pappas 
Pence 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Posey 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rooney (FL) 
Rose (NY) 
Rose, John W. 
Rouda 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 

Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spano 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Taylor 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiffany 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 

Torres Small 
(NM) 

Trone 
Turner 
Upton 
Van Drew 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watkins 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wild 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoho 
Young 
Zeldin 

NAYS—164 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amash 
Axne 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cooper 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Fudge 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Grijalva 
Haaland 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (TX) 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Massie 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Mfume 
Moore 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 

Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Sires 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tlaib 
Torres (CA) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—11 

Bass 
DeFazio 
Loudermilk 
Marchant 

McHenry 
O’Halleran 
Palazzo 
Riggleman 

Roe, David P. 
Timmons 
Wright 

b 1510 

Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. RYAN, and Ms. 
FUDGE changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ 
to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. ROUDA, COSTA, DOGGETT, 
CARBAJAL, GREEN of Texas, SEAN 
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, 
PETERSON, and LUJÁN changed their 
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was 
agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS 

Barragán (Beyer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Chu, Judy 

(Takano) 
Clay (Davids 

(KS)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Davis, Danny K. 

(Underwood) 
DeSaulnier 

(Matsui) 
Frankel (Clark 

(MA)) 
Grijalva (Raskin) 
Hastings 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Jayapal (Raskin) 
Khanna (Gomez) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Gallego) 

Langevin 
(Lynch) 

Lawrence 
(Kildee) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lieu, Ted (Beyer) 
Lipinski (Cooper) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Lowey (Tonko) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Clark 

(MA)) 
Moore (Beyer) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Payne 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Pingree (Clark 
(MA)) 

Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Lee 

(CA)) 
Rooney (FL) 

(Beyer) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Aguilar) 
Rush 

(Underwood) 
Serrano 

(Jeffries) 
Sewell (AL) 

(DelBene) 
Trahan 

(McGovern) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to the instructions of the 
House in the motion to recommit, I re-
port the bill, H.R. 2574, back to the 
House with an amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. SCOTT of 

Virginia: 
Page 4, line 11, strike the quotation mark 

and period at the end. 
Page 4, after line 11, insert the following: 
‘‘(c) ANTISEMITISM CONSIDERED DISCRIMINA-

TION.—In carrying out the responsibilities of 
the recipient under this title, the employee 
or employees designated under this section 
shall consider antisemitism to be discrimi-
nation on the basis of race, color, or national 
origin as prohibited by this title.’’. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 
965, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are 
postponed. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.) 

f 

b 1523 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MFUME) at 3 o’clock and 
23 minutes p.m. 

f 

EQUITY AND INCLUSION 
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2019 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of 
the bill (H.R. 2574) to amend title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to restore 
the right to individual civil actions in 
cases involving disparate impact, and 
for other purposes, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 232, nays 
188, not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 192] 

YEAS—232 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Axne 
Bacon 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brindisi 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten (IL) 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cox (CA) 
Craig 
Crist 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Cunningham 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (CA) 

Davis, Danny K. 
Dean 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Delgado 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Finkenauer 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Frankel 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Golden 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Haaland 
Harder (CA) 
Hastings 
Hayes 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horn, Kendra S. 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 

Johnson (TX) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Levin (CA) 
Levin (MI) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Luján 
Luria 
Lynch 
Malinowski 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McAdams 
McBath 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore 
Morelle 
Moulton 
Mucarsel-Powell 
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Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rose (NY) 
Rouda 

Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shalala 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Sires 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Speier 
Stanton 
Stevens 

Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres Small 

(NM) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wexton 
Wild 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—188 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bishop (UT) 
Bost 
Brady 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cheney 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Conaway 
Cook 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson (OH) 
Davis, Rodney 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Duncan 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ferguson 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx (NC) 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia (CA) 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 

Gonzalez (OH) 
Gooden 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hagedorn 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hern, Kevin 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hurd (TX) 
Jacobs 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Keller 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Kustoff (TN) 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
Lesko 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McKinley 
Meuser 
Miller 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Murphy (NC) 
Newhouse 

Norman 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Posey 
Reed 
Reschenthaler 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Rodgers (WA) 
Roe, David P. 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rooney (FL) 
Rose, John W. 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spano 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiffany 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Van Drew 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Waltz 
Watkins 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoho 
Young 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—10 

DeFazio 
Marchant 
McHenry 
O’Halleran 

Palazzo 
Riggleman 
Sensenbrenner 
Smith (NJ) 

Timmons 
Wright 
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Mr. REED changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 16, 2020, I did not have a chance to 
cast my vote for two bills on the floor of the 
House of Representatives. I would like the 
record to reflect that I would have voted in 
favor of H.R. 7909, the Ensuring Children and 
Child Care Workers Are Safe Act, legislation 
that I have cosponsored. Additionally, I would 
have voted against the motion to recommit 
and in favor of final passage for H.R. 2574, 
the Equity and Inclusion Enforcement Act. 

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS 

Barragán (Beyer) 
Blumenauer 

(Beyer) 
Butterfield 

(Kildee) 
Chu, Judy 

(Takano) 
Clay (Davids 

(KS)) 
Cohen (Beyer) 
Davis, Danny K. 

(Underwood) 
DeSaulnier 

(Matsui) 
Frankel (Clark 

(MA)) 
Grijalva (Raskin) 
Hastings 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Jayapal (Raskin) 
Khanna (Gomez) 
Kirkpatrick 

(Gallego) 

Langevin 
(Lynch) 

Lawrence 
(Kildee) 

Lawson (FL) 
(Evans) 

Lieu, Ted (Beyer) 
Lipinski (Cooper) 
Lofgren (Jeffries) 
Lowenthal 

(Beyer) 
Lowey (Tonko) 
McEachin 

(Wexton) 
Meng (Clark 

(MA)) 
Moore (Beyer) 
Napolitano 

(Correa) 
Payne 

(Wasserman 
Schultz) 

Pingree (Clark 
(MA)) 

Pocan (Raskin) 
Porter (Wexton) 
Pressley (Lee 

(CA)) 
Rooney (FL) 

(Beyer) 
Roybal-Allard 

(Aguilar) 
Rush 

(Underwood) 
Serrano 

(Jeffries) 
Sewell (AL) 

(DelBene) 
Trahan 

(McGovern) 
Watson Coleman 

(Pallone) 
Welch 

(McGovern) 
Wilson (FL) 

(Hayes) 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 16, 2020. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 16, 2020, at 2:19 p.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 92. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

CHERYL L. JOHNSON, 
Clerk. 

f 

SAVE OUR HOMES—SAVE OUR 
PLANET 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, over 
this August break, my family and I left 
our house, not because it was vacation 
season but because it was wildfire sea-

son, and we were some of the thousands 
of people that were evacuated from our 
homes. Now, thanks to the amazing 
work of firefighters and first respond-
ers, we had a house to come home to, 
but as we know, many others were not 
as lucky. 

You see, the American West, includ-
ing my district on the Central Coast of 
California, is experiencing destructive 
wildfires where we are not just victims 
of these conflagrations, but we are also 
witnesses to the climate crisis. 

Our climate is hotter. Our country-
sides are drier, and our communities 
are more vulnerable to this type of dev-
astation. We can’t ignore it. We can’t 
deny it, but we can pass the Climate 
Action Rebate plan to reduce our car-
bon output. We can pass the bipartisan 
Emergency Wildfire and Public Safety 
Act, and we can pass the bipartisan 
REPLANT Act. 

This is not a binary choice. We can 
do both. If we don’t act, our fire sea-
sons will turn into fire years. But if we 
do act with commonsense legislation in 
Congress, we will save not just our 
homes, we will save this planet. 

f 

MAINLAND REGIONAL HS 

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize the special edu-
cation staff at Mainland Regional High 
School in Linwood in South Jersey. 

After being given approval by the 
State and the health department, stu-
dents went back to school this summer 
after being gone since March 13 because 
of coronavirus. The students received 
instruction in English, math, social- 
emotional skills, and physical edu-
cation and health. 

The education and instruction that 
these students received was much- 
needed and was greatly appreciated by 
the students and the educators alike. 
Students were able to receive face-to- 
face instruction, which for some stu-
dents is the key to their success. 

Thank you to the educators, assist-
ants, and administrators for being so 
engaged and involved in the success of 
our students. It is appreciated. It is 
very much appreciated. You are appre-
ciated. You are very much appreciated. 

Thank you for all that you do and 
what you continue to do for our com-
munity. May God bless you and God 
bless all those students. 

f 

HONORING ARMY COMBAT 
VETERAN KARI PADILLA 

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Army combat veteran and medic 
Sergeant Kari Padilla. 

Sergeant Padilla honorably served 
our Nation from 2005 to 2013 with tours 
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in Iraq and Germany and helped estab-
lish a vital aviation field hospital sup-
porting Middle East and Afghanistan 
deployments. 

Though no longer in uniform, she 
continues to serve, having been the 
community outreach coordinator for 
the Post 9/11 Veterans Corps the past 4 
years. In this capacity, she increased 
Veterans Corps participation by 35 per-
cent annually and their social media 
following by 4,000 percent. It is this 
level of dedication and excellence that 
exemplifies her concern for other serv-
icemembers. 

More recently, Ms. Padilla was 
named president of the 9/11 Veterans 
Corps, a well-deserved recognition. I 
know she will do an amazing job in this 
capacity and build upon her past suc-
cesses. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot thank her 
enough for her service, passion, and 
dedication. She continues to make the 
15th District in our country a better 
place to live, work, and play. 

Kari, you represent the best our Na-
tion has to offer and, today, I salute 
you for your many sacrifices. 

f 

EMERGENCY WILDFIRES AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, 4 of the 
10 largest wildfires in California his-
tory are currently burning as we 
speak—3 of which are in my district. 

For decades, our national forests 
have been mismanaged, turning them 
into tinderboxes that can ignite in an 
instant should lightning strike. As a 
result, there are more dead trees in the 
State of California than there are peo-
ple. 

This is a serious problem with seri-
ous consequences. If there is a time for 
this body to pass a comprehensive for-
estry package, it is now. 

Today, the Senate Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee will con-
sider the Emergency Wildfire and Pub-
lic Safety Act. This bipartisan bill, led 
by my colleague, JIMMY PANETTA, and I 
in the House, and Senator FEINSTEIN 
and DAINES in the Senate, take great 
steps to proactively manage our forests 
and minimize wildfire risk in the West. 

Mr. Speaker, over three million acres 
in California have burned this year as a 
result of disastrous wildfires. We have 
150 million dead trees in California. It 
is critical that the House considers the 
Emergency Wildfire and Public Safety 
Act immediately. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ISLAM AS ONE OF 
THE GREAT RELIGIONS OF THE 
WORLD 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCADAMS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
the grandson of a Methodist preacher, 
and I would also add, whose wife—my 
grandmother—was a missionary, I am 
proud to rise today to present H. Res. 
1090, recognizing Islam as one of the 
great religions of the world. 

I am proud to acknowledge that this 
resolution was introduced on August 
21, 2020, with three original cosponsors: 
The honorable RASHIDA TLAIB, the hon-
orable ILHAN OMAR, and my friend who 
is with me today, the honorable ANDRÉ 
CARSON. 

I will say much more about the reso-
lution, but I do want to at this time ac-
knowledge my friend who’s present 
from the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict of Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. CARSON), a 
wordsmith par excellence. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Dr. GREEN, Congressman 
GREEN, Chairman GREEN, Judge GREEN, 
Pastor GREEN, public servant AL 
GREEN. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my colleagues’ resolution recog-
nizing Islam as one of the great reli-
gions of the world. 

I commend my friend, Representative 
GREEN, for honoring Islam. This action 
helps to honor the millions of Muslims 
of many different backgrounds who 
proudly call America home. 

Mr. Speaker, as one of three Muslims 
currently serving in Congress, it is my 
great privilege to speak here today in 
the people’s House about a special 
faith. Though we are a minority in this 
country, we have participated fully in 
the story of our Nation since its ear-
liest days. Even before America’s 
founding and our Declaration of Inde-
pendence, this brilliant declaration en-
shrined freedom of faith and religion 
for all of us. 

Today, there are Muslims in all parts 
of the country who are business own-
ers, who are teachers, construction 
workers, engineers, lawyers, judges, 
elected officials. 

The first Muslim in Congress, my 
friend, comes to mind—Keith Ellison. 
We now have sisters ILHAN OMAR and 
RASHIDA TLAIB, and the list goes on, 
statewide and locally. 

b 1615 

Throughout this COVID–19 pandemic, 
Mr. Speaker, you would be hard- 
pressed to find a hospital in this great 
Nation without a Muslim healthcare 
worker on the front lines serving fellow 
Americans, not just in urban centers, 
but in suburbia, in rural parts of our 
country. 

As more and more Muslims call 
America home, Mr. Speaker, we will 
continue working tirelessly, guided by 
our faith, to ensure our great country 
lives up to the principles of equality, 
compassion, and opportunity for all. 
Our faith keeps us motivated every day 
to advance these great goals. 

Around the world, billions of Mus-
lims are also engaged in this struggle, 

also using their faith as a guide. We 
have seen what has happened with 
Uighur Muslims. We are seeing the dis-
pute in Kashmir. We are seeing conflict 
dealing with the Israeli-Palestinian 
question. And, sadly, we still see Mus-
lims who endure hurtful stereotypes 
and discrimination on this journey. 

But our faith teaches us to be bold, 
to be brave, and to always choose love 
over hate. We will not be deterred, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I am a proud Muslim. I am a proud 
American. I am honored to be a mem-
ber of a very diverse and growing glob-
al community, and I am thankful to 
live in a country that enshrines the 
right to practice this faith. 

We wouldn’t have the foundation for 
American Muslims in this country, Mr. 
Speaker, were it not for the contribu-
tion of African-American Muslims. 
Scholars say 30, 40, maybe even 50 per-
cent of the slaves who were brought 
here from West Africa were Muslim. 

We see Muslims as first responders. I 
was one of them. We see Muslims who 
were a part of responding to the call to 
fight against terrorism in the post-9/11 
reality, oftentimes thwarting potential 
attacks that you will never hear about 
in the news. Muslims are on the front 
lines in our law enforcement commu-
nity and in our intelligence services. 

Muslims have been critical in this 
country with establishing Islam and 
promoting self-respect, self-determina-
tion, creating your own enterprises and 
businesses. We hear terms now like 
‘‘stay woke.’’ I submit to you, Mr. 
Speaker, that that terminology came 
from the contributions and the founda-
tions laid by African-American Mus-
lims. 

It began as a kernel in the inception 
of this country, and it started to blos-
som in the early 1920s and 1930s, during 
the Great Depression. During those 
times, you had variations of Islam that 
was not Arabized. Because if it was an 
Arab presenting Islam, it wouldn’t 
have been attractive. It certainly 
wouldn’t have been attractive to me. 

But the Islam that was presented was 
created in a way to fight against the 
poison and toxicity of white suprem-
acy. Now, you have a beautiful religion 
with an interfaith coalition with Chris-
tian brothers and sisters, Jewish broth-
ers and sisters, Sikhs, Hindus, atheists, 
Buddhists, all coming together to 
make America a better place. 

Now, some people are comfortable 
with talking about Islam, and in their 
critiques of Islam, they overlook the 
hypocrisy of their own faith. You can-
not really call yourself a lover of God 
and show hate for others of a different 
faith. You cannot call yourself an 
elected official and a representative of 
the people if you are only committed 
to serving and representing one seg-
ment of the population. You certainly 
can’t call yourself a true public servant 
without recognizing the contributions 
that have been made by this wonderful 
community. 
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I salute Representative GREEN for his 

bold leadership, for his visionary lead-
ership, as a proud Christian man in the 
tradition of Jesus Christ, knowing that 
in my Father’s house, there are many 
mansions. 

To stand up and recognize the won-
derful religion of Islam, I commend 
him, I thank him, because we are 
America. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his very kind 
words. He is more than generous. I also 
thank him for his service in Congress. 

He and I started out together on the 
Financial Services Committee. He has 
since moved on to the Intelligence 
Committee and is doing an outstanding 
job serving his country as an American 
Muslim. 

Mr. Speaker, I indicated that I am 
the grandson of a Methodist preacher, 
but I am also a very proud Baptist. My 
grandfather would not hold it against 
me. 

Religion is something that each per-
son has to make decisions about for 
himself or herself. It is not something 
that we impose on people. This is a free 
country, a country wherein you have 
the right to be whatever you choose to 
be, within the spirit of what the law al-
lows. 

This is the case with religion. You 
can be whatever you choose to be, be 
associated with whichever religion you 
choose to, within the spirit of what the 
law allows. 

I want to just say a few words about 
why I have brought this resolution. I 
have lived in this country all of my 
life. I love my country. It means some-
thing to me. I respect the words ‘‘lib-
erty and justice for all’’ in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. I respect the concept in 
the Gettysburg Address: ‘‘government 
of the people, by the people, for the 
people.’’ 

It means something to me to know 
that a person who came from what I 
consider humble beginnings has had 
the opportunity to stand in the well of 
the House of Representatives. So, I 
love my country. 

But it doesn’t mean that I overlook 
some of the things that have happened 
to me along life’s way that were not so 
pleasant. 

I had persons who called themselves 
Christians to burn a cross in my yard. 
I don’t consider them Christians. They 
called themselves Christians. 

I have had persons who called them-
selves Christians to say some very ugly 
things to me and do some very ugly 
things to me. 

But let me tell you what it did not do 
to me. Those persons who wore the 
hoods, who came to my yard, burned 
the cross, it did not cause me to con-
clude that Christianity was rep-
resented in what they did. The people 
who said ugly things and did ugly 
things to me in the name of Christi-
anity, they did not cause me to con-
clude that that is what Christianity is 
all about. 

I am mentioning this because, quite 
candidly, I want other people to under-

stand that Islam is a peaceful religion, 
that there are people who abuse others 
in the name of religion, but that 
doesn’t mean that the religion is about 
the abuse that is being perpetrated. 

I am honored today to present this 
resolution, and I rise in solidarity with 
my Muslim brothers and sisters around 
the world. I do so because I have seen 
them in action. 

In Houston, Texas, we have storms. 
When these storms have come through 
our city—Hurricane Harvey being one 
example—the Muslim community was 
right there to do all that was necessary 
to help others. 

One of the greatest callings that you 
have in any religion is to help some-
body. They have adhered to the call for 
justice. They have been there to march 
in protest for freedom and justice for 
other people. 

This community has been there with 
aid and comfort for people who have 
been left homeless. They have been 
there with aid and comfort for people 
who have suffered harm by way of their 
physical well-being. 

Muslim doctors have helped people, 
and I have seen the evidence of it. 
There is a clinic in Houston, the Ibn 
Sina Clinic, and they have been assist-
ing people with the COVID virus. Free 
tests are being administered. 

This community has been helpful in 
my city. Persons from the community 
have served in public office, on city 
council. We have persons who are serv-
ing as precinct judges. 

The community is there and a part of 
the greater Houston community. Hous-
ton is a very diverse city. The Muslim 
community enhances the diversity of 
the city of Houston. 

This religion is a complete system of 
strong moral convictions that pro-
motes peace, equality, and social jus-
tice. Islam is the second largest and 
fastest growing religion in the world. 

America is home to one of the most 
diverse Muslim populations. It has 
within it almost every ethnicity, coun-
try, and school of thought. There are 
approximately 3.45 million Muslims of 
all ages living in the United States of 
America. This is as of 2016; this is the 
last information available to me. 

In an overwhelming measure, Mus-
lims make a significant, positive, and 
growing contribution to our Nation. 
We have successful Muslims in all 
areas of our national life. Names that 
come to mind, for a good many Ameri-
cans, would include Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar, would include one who was 
known as Cassius Clay but became Mu-
hammad Ali. There are Muslims in all 
areas of life, including business, sport, 
media, culture, medicine, law, and poli-
tics. 

Although American Muslims make 
up approximately 1 percent of the U.S. 
population, most Americans can name 
some of these prominent Muslims that 
I have called to your attention. 

Another is Malcolm X. Many persons 
don’t revere Malcolm X, but I am proud 
to say that the United States of Amer-

ica has had Malcolm X on a postage 
stamp. Of course, his name moved from 
X to Shabazz. 

The Nation has honored many Amer-
ican Muslims for their service and sac-
rifice, including Salman Hamdani. Mr. 
Hamdani was there for 9/11. He made 
sacrifices on 9/11 as a first responder. 

Many American Muslims are also 
civically engaged, working with their 
neighbors to better their communities. 
They are members of the Rotary Club, 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Yes, 
Muslims served in the military of the 
United States of America. 

They are members of school boards, 
and they volunteer in our commu-
nities. They actively engage in chari-
table giving. And I say this with some 
understanding of it, as I have seen it in 
action. I have seen the Muslim commu-
nity not only give their in-kind serv-
ices but their American dollars to wor-
thy causes. 

In short, American Muslims and the 
organizations they create are a part of 
the fiber and fabric of the great coun-
try that I love. 

Today, during this pandemic, many 
Muslims work on the front lines, as 
was said by my dear brother, ANDRÉ 
CARSON, Congressman CARSON. They 
work on the front lines. They work as 
essential workers. They put their lives 
on the line to help others through the 
pain of the pandemic. 

I believe that we must acknowledge 
and appreciate that Muslims further 
the diversity and success of our great 
country. 

b 1630 

To this end, I trust that persons will 
join me in demonstrating solidarity 
with and support for Muslim members 
of the community throughout the 
world by recognizing Islam as one of 
the great religions of the world. 

I hold in my hand the actual resolu-
tion that has been filed. I will not go 
through the whereases, but I do want 
to go to the be it resolved: ‘‘ . . . be it 
resolved . . . to demonstrate solidarity 
and support for members of the com-
munity of Islam in the United States 
and throughout the world, the House of 
Representatives recognizes the Islamic 
faith as one of the great religions of 
the world.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the 
time, but I also want to thank the 
House leadership for the time. I do so 
because there was a time in the history 
of this country when a person who was 
born into poverty, who had to suffer 
the slings and arrows of invidious dis-
crimination, would not be allowed to 
stand in the House of Representatives 
and present a resolution honoring 
Islam. We have come a long way. 

I would like to acknowledge the fact 
that we have come a long way, because 
too many proclaim the notion that 
nothing has changed. The mere fact 
that I am standing here bringing this 
resolution means that things have 
changed. Many may not agree, but 
things have changed to the extent that 
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I have got the freedom to speak my 
mind with this resolution on the floor 
of the House of Representatives. 

So I thank all of the leadership for 
acknowledging the change and allow-
ing the resolution to be presented. 
With this said, I kindly and respect-
fully yield back the balance of my 
time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, before I 

begin, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
materials on the topic of my Special 
Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 

the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER). 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for very graciously al-
lowing me to speak and for yielding to 
me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in memory 
of Police Officer Tamarris L. 
Bohannon, who gave his life and serv-
ice to his city on August 30 of 2020. His 
untimely and tragic killing is a pro-
found loss to the people of St. Louis. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the St. 
Louis Metropolitan Police Department, 
there have been nine—nine—St. Louis 
police officers shot since June 1 of 2020. 
We grieve Officer Bohannon’s sacrifice, 
and we honor him for his sense of duty, 
his dedication, his generosity, and his 
heroism. 

Known as ‘‘T’’ by his family and 
‘‘Bo’’ by his squad, Officer Bohannon 
was a loyal St. Louisan and a hard 
worker who inspired admiration for his 
diligent service. With his wife, Alexis, 
he lived and raised his three wonderful 
children—Tamara, Ayden, and Tylor— 
in the city that he protected as a police 
officer of the St. Louis Metropolitan 
Police Department. He was a veteran of 
the force, serving with distinction for 
more than 3 years. 

Officer Bohannon’s heroic actions to 
keep the citizens of St. Louis safe are 
the truest example of selfless service. I 
extend my deepest condolences to his 
fellow officers, his many friends, his 
loving wife and parents, and the rest of 
his family. We cannot repay him for his 
sacrifice, but we will always remember 
his love for our city and the people who 
live there. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I will begin 
by recognizing the heroic men and 
women who serve in the L.A. County 
Sheriff’s Department as well. 

This week, our country witnessed a 
cowardly evil attack on two L.A. Coun-
ty deputies. As the two county deputies 
were sitting inside of their parked car 
in Compton, California, a thug ap-
proached their vehicle and shot them 
point-blank. We are grateful that both 
of them are expected to survive. We re-
gret that ambush, totally without jus-
tification, and we need to bring them 
to justice. 

I am reminded of what the British 
moralist C. S. Lewis described in his 
book, ‘‘The Abolition of Man,’’ where 
he said of shallow and heartless people 
as being ‘‘men without chests.’’ 

Perhaps, now, we are seeing that 
from the vicious criminals who are at-
tempting to single out and overthrow 
our cities and, specifically, attack our 
police force. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON). 

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentleman from Arizona. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support our 
First Amendment. I want to support 
the ability of people to assemble peace-
ably, but I also want to address the 
mobs that we have seen in our streets 
and, fundamentally, to defend our po-
lice. 

What is it that the mob wants? It is 
hard to answer. There is a disparate set 
of views. Some have called them anar-
chists. They don’t really have anarchy 
in mind; they just don’t agree on which 
leftwing ideology they want to support. 
But they also are obeying their leaders. 
They are doing what their leaders have 
sent them to do. 

One of our House colleagues, in June 
of 2018, said: ‘‘You get out and you cre-
ate a crowd. And you push back on 
them, and you tell them they are not 
welcome anymore, anywhere.’’ 

Isn’t that exactly what the mob is 
doing? Little old ladies trying to have 
a meal on a sidewalk here in our Na-
tion’s Capital have people shouting at 
them—mob intimidation. 

And it gets much worse, as my col-
league, Mrs. WAGNER, just highlighted. 
Nine police officers shot just in St. 
Louis alone. We all saw the horrific at-
tacks in Los Angeles over the week-
end—unprovoked, unjustified, unjusti-
fiable, indefensible, yet people defend 
them and are reluctant to condemn 
them. This is what the mob is doing. 

This is not the First Amendment. 
This is not the right of the people to 
assemble peaceably. And our law en-
forcement protect that right. They de-
fend freedom. They protect and defend 
our communities. They do it heroically 
with bravery every day and, so often, 
thanklessly. 

We are right to give them thanks. 
They put their lives in harm’s way. 
And they call out their colleagues 
when they can when they break the 
trust of their departments. 

We do need to reform some laws. We 
do need to hold some individuals ac-
countable, but the idea that we can lay 
at the feet of all police these charges 
that are made is abhorrent. 

So we need to defend our police. We 
need to defend our First Amendment 
freedoms to assemble peaceably, and 
we need to reject the cries of the mobs. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. BISHOP). 

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Arizona. 

Mr. Speaker, last week, a husband 
and wife awoke to see, through their 
bedroom window, a brazen burglar 
breaking into their car. The dad re-
trieved a gun and tried to protect his 
family. He knew that the console of the 
car being burglarized contained an-
other gun, and he saw the burglar re-
trieve it. They exchanged fire, and the 
confrontation had become more than 
even that prepared father could handle. 
So it became the responsibility of Ryan 
Hendrix. 

The 8-year veteran of the Henderson 
County Sheriff’s Department arrived 
with two other deputies at 2:54 a.m. 
last Thursday. They spotted the sus-
pect, and at first he appeared to com-
ply with commands, and then suddenly 
raised a weapon and fired. 

The first shot struck Deputy Hendrix 
in the face before his fellow officers re-
turned fire and shot the gunman dead. 
Investigation revealed that the gun-
man was a career criminal, wanted by 
South Carolina Probation, with arrests 
in four States. 

Ryan Philip Hendrix, 35, Marine 
Corps vet, was declared brain dead the 
next day. Ryan’s 6-year-old son and 9- 
year-old daughter will live with only 
fragmentary memories of their father. 
Ryan’s fiancee will not have that Octo-
ber wedding that they planned. 

This murder is not an isolated story. 
Two hundred law enforcement officers 
have died in the line of duty in 2020, up 
90 percent. 

Nothing I say can ennoble the sac-
rifices of those lost nor of the many 
others injured. Those sacrifices, that 
service, speak for themselves. 

But I can speak to a fast-growing 
cancer in our civic spirit, an activism 
that exploits the wound to our national 
psyche born of racial injustice in our 
history, an activism that draws explic-
itly on Marxism and attacks core foun-
dations of our society, including, and 
perhaps foremost, the consensus of sup-
port for law enforcement, a consensus 
that abides in every nation capable of 
surviving. It manifests itself in riots, 
looting, arson, destruction, shootings, 
and killings. 

I can contend against it along with 
you. I have introduced into Congress 
the No Riots Act to criminalize inju-
ries not only for Federal but, also, 
State and local law enforcement offi-
cers and to extend the death penalty 
for killing an officer in the course of 
interstate rioting. 

But we cannot return to law enforce-
ment officers the protection they de-
serve if leadership of our country is di-
vided on the institution of police—in-
deed, if the people are divided. All 
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must back the blue. If we do not, then 
God have mercy on us, because the 
criminals and thugs like the one who 
took Ryan Hendrix’s life assuredly will 
not spare yours or those of your loved 
ones. 

This country is exceptional, the rec-
ognition that every human is special 
and has fundamental rights. Our Na-
tion is a story of refining those rights 
in practice so that everyone gets a fair 
shake, that everyone’s life is protected 
and respected. 

But elemental to that, what we can-
not do without are those who defend us 
from chaos and keep order, those whose 
service, whose sacrifice most Ameri-
cans understand and honor. 

Most Americans know that Ryan 
Hendrix is a hero and so are all who 
serve in blue. Most Americans know 
that the they are highest caliber 
among us and that they deserve our re-
spect and support. 

I back the blue. 
Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 

gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, in the sweltering heat 

of Arizona deserts, we have multiple 
jurisdictions of police officers who 
come to the rescue, not just armed 
with guns, but they will save those who 
are fighting through the desert, fight-
ing through the heat, whether they are 
here in this country illegally or not. 
Whether they are with the Customs 
and Border Patrol, whether they are 
with ICE, whether they are with the 
county sheriff’s department or our 
local municipal police departments, 
they provide first aid assistance and 
lifesaving assistance, and I pay homage 
to them. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN). 

b 1645 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

There is no more important element 
of our society that the Founders guar-
anteed us than safety and security. I 
rise today in strong support of our Na-
tion’s law enforcement officers and 
join my colleagues in strongly con-
demning the recent attacks on those 
who serve and protect our commu-
nities. 

Peaceful protests have been hijacked 
by malevolent radical organizations 
like Antifa, while national political 
and media-driven narratives have fur-
ther incited violence against the very 
people who patrol our streets, stop vio-
lent criminals, and keep our commu-
nities safe. That is what the blue does. 

It is imperative law enforcement 
have the means necessary to inves-
tigate who and which organizations are 
funding, organizing, and inciting these 
riots occurring in our country. 

As Members of Congress, it is our 
sworn duty to defend our Nation from 
enemies both foreign and domestic. 
While we must always protect the right 
to peacefully protest, it is imperative 
that people or entities funneling 
money to cause disruption and damage 

in peaceful communities are held ac-
countable for their actions. 

Michigan’s First District proudly 
stands with our law enforcement com-
munity, and we honor the good work 
that so many brave men and women do 
every day, keeping strong that thin 
blue line which defends against chaos 
and anarchy threatening our society. 

I fervently urge the Department of 
Justice and the FBI to take all avail-
able further action to ensure that the 
rioters, and especially those funneling 
money to them, are held accountable 
to the maximum extent allowable by 
the law. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUDD). 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. He is a great 
chairman, but also a great friend. I 
thank him, also, for organizing this 
Special Order. 

Over the past several months we have 
witnessed lawless anarchists take to 
the streets and destroy historic monu-
ments, vandalize and burn small busi-
nesses, physically assault a U.S. Sen-
ator and his wife, harass regular Amer-
icans who are simply enjoying an out-
door dinner, and so on. The fact that 
this activity goes on and is tolerated 
by Democrat-run cities is outrageous 
and an insult to every law-abiding cit-
izen of this land. 

We need to double the Federal pen-
alties for those who riot and loot. We 
need to strip Federal funding from cit-
ies that refuse to confront this lawless-
ness in their communities. And we 
need to put those dithering local offi-
cials on the hook legally for the car-
nage that they allow to happen. 

There are people here in Washington 
who stand for law and order and are 
trying to regain control of our streets, 
starting with our President. Violence 
like this has no place in America. We 
have to get back to resolving our issues 
through debate and democracy, not 
through looting and lawlessness. 

If officials in Democrat-run cities 
won’t stand up for all of their citizens, 
then under the leadership of President 
Trump, Republicans will. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
YOHO). 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, a country as ours, a 
constitutional republic, requires a citi-
zenry that is well-educated and are re-
sponsible. 

I questioned a colleague of mine from 
New York about her policies calling for 
defunding of the police. The city of 
New York cut funding to the city po-
lice department by $1.5 billion, but my 
colleague from New York said that is 
not sufficient, we need 100 percent 
defunding of the police, while at the 
same time advocating for people to 
shoplift if you are hungry. 

My question is: Do you suppose that 
is okay for the shop owner? Do you 
suppose it is okay for our children 

watching those police? Who does the 
shop owner call and how do the police 
respond with those kinds of ideas out 
there? Do you call Antifa? I don’t 
know. I wouldn’t. 

A civil society needs rule of law. We 
need policemen who uphold those laws 
and are willing to serve to protect the 
citizens. Our lawmakers need to pre-
serve the rule of law, not weaken it. 

The dangerous policies of the left 
espouse no police, free this, free that, 
free healthcare, it is not your fault. 
This does not lead to the utopia they 
promise. 

In reality, this leads to the Hugo 
Chavez/Nicholas Maduro’s Venezuela, 
and that is a short period of time. Peo-
ple don’t think it can happen here, but 
we need our policemen. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the gentleman’s comments and his ef-
forts and service in Congress as he pre-
pares to retire soon. I thank the gen-
tleman, Mr. YOHO. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY), who on 
the other end of the spectrum is fairly 
new to Congress. 

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Arizona for yield-
ing some time to me here this after-
noon. 

First, we are setting up a picture 
here on the easel to the right of me. 
And what you see there are not the 
wildfires in California. What you see is 
a picture from my district in western 
Wisconsin of Minneapolis at the end of 
May as the city was burning. 

Organized anarchist groups like 
Antifa have been engaging in system-
atic criminal activity including as-
saults, widespread property damage 
and destruction, repeated looting, and 
attacks on law enforcement and others. 

They have turned parts of Kenosha, 
Madison, and Milwaukee in my State, 
as well as neighborhoods just over the 
border in Minnesota, into post-apoca-
lyptic hellscapes. 

And if I can take just a minute. 
Growing up in western Wisconsin, I 
will never forget, it was always a treat 
to go into the Twin Cities of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis. And in the Mid-
west, Minneapolis and Saint Paul were 
always known as the best of the big 
cities to live in. They can no longer say 
that after what has happened here in 
2020. 

These are not mostly peaceful pro-
tests, and Antifa is not a myth. These 
are orchestrated assaults on civil soci-
ety and the American way of life de-
signed to spread terror and chaos, to 
destroy businesses, and to shake the 
very foundations of our country. 

First, it was Minneapolis and At-
lanta, then Portland and Seattle, then 
Milwaukee, Madison and even Kenosha. 
Tomorrow it could be your community. 

So let’s talk about those cities here 
in Wisconsin. 

Madison: In June, a violent mob van-
dalized the State capitol and other 
State buildings, shattering windows, 
hurling Molotov cocktails and destroy-
ing historic monuments. In fact, it was 
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very fortunate that the Molotov cock-
tail that went into the county building 
just off from the State capitol did not 
lead to a loss of life. 

They attacked a statue of Hans 
Christian Heg, a statue that I was just 
walking past a few months ago as a 
State legislator in Wisconsin. He was a 
Civil War veteran, immigrant, aboli-
tionist who fell at Chickamauga fight-
ing to end slavery and preserve the 
Union. Yes, they tore it down. His 
nearly 100-year-old sculpture was de-
capitated and thrown into a lake by ri-
oters. 

The mob also tore down the statue of 
Lady Forward, a monument that is em-
blematic of Wisconsin being the first 
State to ratify the women’s suffrage 
movement. The original Lady Forward 
statue was first placed in front of the 
Wisconsin State Capitol in 1895. 

And for my friends on the other side 
of the aisle, whether you are a Repub-
lican or Democrat, if you don’t think 
they are going to come for you at some 
point, go ask my former colleague 
Democrat State Senator Tim Car-
penter, who was beaten by rioters dur-
ing that unrest and needed surgery to 
recover. He told the media, ‘‘I don’t 
know what happened . . . all I did was 
stop and take a picture . . . and the 
next thing I’m getting five-six punches, 
getting kicked in the head.’’ That is a 
Democratic State senator. 

Roving bands of thugs looking to in-
timidate residents torched and looted 
State Street. The State Street riots 
proceeded when they tore down the 
statues around the beautiful State cap-
itol in Madison, Wisconsin. 

But let’s talk about Bernell Tram-
mell. In July, Mr. Trammell, an activ-
ist known for carrying handmade signs 
supporting President Trump, was 
gunned down in broad daylight in Mil-
waukee. To date, no arrests have been 
made. 

Mr. Trammell is an African Amer-
ican. And, in fact, I am quite sure he 
supported an African American former 
state senator that I used to work with. 

There is growing public concern that 
the violence and lawlessness that has 
plagued Milwaukee for months has ren-
dered local officials either unwilling or 
unable to thoroughly investigate his 
murder and bring those responsible for 
his death to justice. And that includes 
the top law enforcement official in 
Wisconsin. We are hearing nothing 
from him in regard to Bernell Tram-
mell. 

The failure of local officials to appre-
hend any suspects a month after this 
brutal crime was committed sets a dan-
gerous precedent, one that could en-
courage more politically motivated 
killings and undermine the civil rights 
protections afforded to all Americans. 

I have asked Attorney General Barr 
and the U.S. Attorney to initiate a 
civil rights investigation into his kill-
ing as they did into the shooting of 
Jacob Blake. 

Kenosha: During the Kenosha riots, 
at least 56 businesses were severely 

damaged or destroyed racking up a $50 
million price tag. Thank you, Presi-
dent Trump, for coming to Kenosha 
and offering your assistance. 

The destruction has left business 
owners devastated and wondering 
whether they will have the money to 
rebuild and stay in the neighborhood. 

The Uptown neighborhood, home to a 
majority of minority-owned businesses, 
was among those hardest hit. One news 
report described the plight of one local 
business owner: 

Inside La Estrella Supermarket, owner 
Abel Alejo surveyed the water and smoke 
damage his shop suffered. Carpeting in a 
hallway was spongy with water as he sur-
veyed packages of spoiling food that needed 
clearing out last week. A few pinatas still 
hung overhead from an intact part of the 
otherwise broken ceiling in the closed store. 

Wauwatosa: According to police, a 
mob targeted the home of a Wauwatosa 
policeman, vandalizing his home, phys-
ically assaulting him, then firing a 
shotgun through his back door. 

A Democrat state representative par-
ticipated in the unrest and actually ac-
cused the officer, who lives in the home 
with his girlfriend and two children, of 
aggressively provoking the confronta-
tion by ‘‘choosing to come out of his 
home.’’ 

So I think about my district. I was 
talking to the mayor a short week 
after I was sworn in on May 19, when 
the riots were happening in Min-
neapolis, and he was wondering, along 
with lots of other citizens in St. Croix 
and Polk Counties on the western edge 
of Wisconsin, are the riots of Min-
neapolis going to come to our commu-
nity? We can only hope that that does 
not happen here as we close out 2020. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, when I re-
flect on the incident of the weekend 
when the two L.A. County deputies 
were shot and they had to tend to each 
other and apply first aid to each other, 
and they were rushed to the hospital, 
the rigid cruelty of the mob that gath-
ered at the hospital trying to block an 
ambulance from accessing the emer-
gency room, accompanied with hateful 
shouts and taunts, as evidence of the 
loss of goodness in our society. 

The feckless leaders of some States 
and cities that have not only permitted 
the destruction of property, but the 
wasting of lives and livelihoods are 
without heart, as well. In many cases 
they have not only stood by watching 
the wreckage, they have fomented the 
rioting, looting, the murder, and may-
hem. 

b 1700 

One of the enemies of a free society is 
one who will appease people who are in-
tent on destroying the rights of indi-
viduals within that society, those who 
permit and encourage by inaction 
criminal conduct. 

We saw this when the Portland 
mayor, Ted Wheeler, was driven from 
his own home because the mob had 
turned on him. He is not alone. 

Winston Churchill once noted that an 
appeaser is someone who feeds others 

to the alligators with the hopes that he 
will be eaten last. That is what is being 
lived out in some American cities be-
fore our eyes today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. CLOUD), my friend. 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, who would 
have thought—who would have 
thought—that today we would be here 
discussing this topic. 

When I ran for office, when I stood in 
this room for the first time and took 
the oath of office to protect and defend 
the Constitution, I expected that we 
would have many discussions on this 
floor with deeply held opposing views 
on the many issues facing our Nation. 
I did not expect that one of those 
issues would be whether this, the law-
making body of our Nation, expects the 
laws to be followed, or whether or not 
we support the brave men and women 
tasked with enforcing that law. 

Policing is a noble and necessary pro-
fession of any civil society, a profes-
sion which, by and large, is full of dedi-
cated, courageous citizens who have 
chosen to serve their community, often 
putting aside higher-paying professions 
to work in one of the most difficult, 
challenging jobs, daily prioritizing 
public safety over their own. 

It is these families for whom the 
greatest sound one hears is the sound 
of Velcro at the end of each shift as 
their loved one removes their body 
armor and takes up their other most 
important duty of being a mom, dad, 
brother, or sister. For too many of our 
law enforcement officers’ families, be-
cause of the violence against police, 
they are now denied the joy of that mo-
ment. 

Each day, we see images of organized 
armed riots embracing lawlessness, de-
stroying property, sowing hate, and in-
stilling fear, all in order to advance a 
political agenda. 

The barrage of destruction and vio-
lence in major American cities is al-
most nonstop. The rioters across the 
Nation have cost over $1 billion in 
damages and claimed numerous lives. 

In one of the latest acts of horrific 
violence, two Los Angeles County sher-
iff’s deputies were shot and critically 
injured as they sat in their patrol car 
at a metro rail station Saturday 
evening. Protesters gathered outside 
the hospital where the deputies were 
receiving treatment, some chanting: 
‘‘Death to police. Kill the police.’’ This 
is shameful and cannot be tolerated. 

It is notable that this mass chaos is 
occurring in cities with leftist leaders 
who have been tragically slow at con-
demning the violence. 

This lack of leadership, we might 
add, whether by intentional design or 
perhaps by good but misguided inten-
tions, has kept entire segments of our 
population in failing schools, in crime- 
ridden communities, and in genera-
tional cycles of poverty and depend-
ency. 

We owe it to the American people to 
protect their homes, families, and busi-
nesses from any mob that seeks to tear 
down our society. 
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We owe it to our hardworking police 

officers, who dedicate their lives to up-
holding the law, to give them respect 
and provide them with the resources, 
training, and support they need to do 
their jobs safely and effectively. 

This is why I stand with the Amer-
ican people, with our law enforcement, 
and will oppose any attempt to, in a 
matter of fact or even in simply imag-
ining, defund the police. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for being here tonight. I ap-
preciate his comments. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. CLINE), my friend. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman BIGGS for organizing this 
evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of our men and women in law enforce-
ment and to call for the restoration of 
the rule of law in this country. 

Over the past several months, we 
have heard politicians, pundits, and 
riot participants vilifying our Nation’s 
law enforcement officers, brave men 
and women who have sworn an oath to 
protect and serve their communities. 

We must remember that words have 
consequences, especially when those 
words are uttered by Members in this 
Chamber. 

The overwhelming majority of police 
officers are good people. These men and 
women do the right job for the right 
reasons, and the people of Virginia’s 
Sixth District strongly support these 
brave men and women. We have seen 
Back the Blue rallies spring up across 
the Commonwealth. 

Following the ambush of two sheriff’s 
deputies in L.A. County this past week-
end, I was moved to speak today to 
urge my colleagues to recommit them-
selves to honoring those in blue. 

According to the Officer Down Memo-
rial Page, 193 members of law enforce-
ment have been killed this year in the 
line of duty, nearly 40 of whom were as 
a result of a gunshot wound. 

These brave souls were moms, dads, 
brothers, sisters, husbands, and wives, 
each with a story, and each laid down 
their life for their fellow citizens. 
Their deaths bring no more holidays, 
no more anniversaries, no more birth-
days, simply no more days. 

Regardless of race, gender, or creed, 
police officers are there in times of cri-
sis. They very literally answer the call 
and run toward the sounds of danger 
while others run from them. 

Too many have given their last full 
measure in the line of duty, only to 
have their memory disgraced with calls 
to defund and dismantle our police de-
partments, which by doing so would de-
stroy the peace in which Americans are 
blessed to live. 

Some in this Chamber have been ac-
tually pushing an antipolice agenda. 

Mr. Speaker, I am tired of folks play-
ing politics with people’s lives. Over 
the past few months, we have seen too 
much death, too much destruction, and 
too much division. We must restore the 
rule of law in this country, and we 
must get our country back on track. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for his comments. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BANKS), my friend. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague and friend from the great 
State of Arizona (Mr. BIGGS) for orga-
nizing this Special Order so we can 
focus on the civil unrest that has en-
veloped our Nation in recent months. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of 
my colleagues who have already shared 
their thoughts on how we can stop the 
unrest and restore law and order. 

Too many Americans are home to-
night worried about what will happen 
if a violent mob descends on their com-
munity or on their small business. 
That is why I join my friends here to-
night and rise up to voice my concerns 
about leftwing activists running 
through our streets rioting, looting, 
and destroying people’s livelihoods. 

But what concerns me the most is 
that we are not holding them account-
able for their actions. That is why I 
have written a bill that would strip a 
rioter caught and convicted of looting, 
vandalism, or violence of coronavirus 
unemployment benefits. 

While we all support the right to pro-
test peacefully, I know I speak for my 
colleagues and my constituents when I 
say it is time to put a stop to the de-
struction of American cities and leav-
ing the taxpayers and small business 
owners as the ones who are holding the 
bag. 

My bill is called the Support Peace-
ful Protest Act. Not only would it hold 
those rioting and looting accountable 
by preventing them from receiving en-
hanced unemployment benefits, but it 
would also force those arrested and 
convicted to pay the costs of policing 
these spectacles. 

It is time to force these rioters to 
face the financial costs of their ac-
tions. They need to feel the con-
sequences of their actions. 

I offer this piece of legislation as 
part of a solution to stop the rioting 
and restore law and order across our 
Nation. The civil unrest is dangerous, 
and it must come to an end. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank my 
friend and colleague, Mr. BIGGS, for let-
ting me share about my bill. I hope 
that all of my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle will consider adding their 
names to it. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. BIGGS, once 
again, for holding this important Spe-
cial Order hour on what is on the top of 
the minds of so many of the American 
people. 

Thank you. God bless. 
Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 

gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BANKS) 
for his words and also for his work on 
the legislation that I think will be very 
important. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR), my friend 
and my seatmate from Arizona. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman BIGGS for yielding to me. 

In 1928, U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis said: ‘‘In a government 

of laws, the existence of the govern-
ment will be imperiled if it fails to ob-
serve the law scrupulously. . . . If the 
government becomes a lawbreaker, it 
breeds contempt for law; it invites 
every man to become a law unto him-
self; it invites anarchy. . . . Crime is 
contagious.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let’s just look at the 
lawlessness perpetrated by our own 
government that the American people 
have had to endure and for which, re-
grettably, I have had a front-row seat 
for in my career here in Congress: Fast 
and Furious; the IRS attacks on con-
servatives; Benghazi, where four Amer-
icans died; Hillary Clinton’s email 
scandal; the attacks on the press of 
James Rosen, James Risen, and Sharyl 
Attkisson; the unmasking of American 
citizens; Russia-gate; Ukraine-gate; 
and now, Obama-gate. 

Who has paid the time for the crime? 
What we are witnessing today in 

many of America’s Democratic-run cit-
ies are the repercussions of years of 
lawlessness and amnesty in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Recently, I had a woman leave me a 
voice mail saying she ‘‘thinks it is to-
tally okay for her to come with her 
gun and shoot me in the head.’’ Only a 
couple days later, two L.A. County 
sheriffs were shot in the head. 

Do you know what happened as those 
deputies were fighting for their lives? 
The mob was blocking the entrance to 
the emergency room, chanting: ‘‘We 
hope they die. We hope they die.’’ 

That is how little regard the mob has 
for the rule of law and their fellow man 
in their disavowment of the greatest 
country in the world, the United States 
of America. 

President Trump is right: We must 
restore law and order. We must defend 
our police, not just by fully funding 
them but by increasing the criminal 
penalties for assaulting officers, bring-
ing violent groups like Antifa and BLM 
to justice, and applying existing Fed-
eral laws like RICO statutes to combat 
the patterned commission of violent 
crime. 

Ronald Reagan wisely said: ‘‘We 
must reject the idea that every time a 
law is broken, society is guilty rather 
than the lawbreaker. It is time to re-
store the American precept that each 
individual is accountable’’ for his or 
her actions. 

I strongly support law enforcement. I 
firmly disavow the groups and individ-
uals funding, enabling, and partaking 
in mob violence. And I call on my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to 
do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I say to the men and 
women in blue and brown: Thank you. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
good friend and colleague from Ari-
zona, Representative GOSAR, for his 
comments. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. HICE), my friend. 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BIGGS for yielding. 

Look, we have all seen the out-of- 
control left hijacking our cities across 
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the Nation, and we know where the 
bottom line ends. It is organizations 
like Antifa, where they are targeting 
police officers, burning down buildings, 
destroying private property, besieging 
Federal buildings, attacking innocent 
civilians. We have seen what happened 
with the police in L.A. and the chants 
that took place there. 

But all this type of behavior does not 
happen in a vacuum. It doesn’t happen 
in a vacuum. 

In fact, we are seeing all of this 
fueled by reckless rhetoric, much of it 
coming from our Democratic col-
leagues, where they say things like: All 
cops are evil, all cops are bad, and cries 
to defund the police. 

The result we are watching? Record 
numbers of police murdered and killed 
across the country, record numbers in-
jured. 

Yet, the left is still calling to defund 
the police. Rather than condemn this 
lunacy that is happening in our coun-
try, the majority continues to appease, 
continues to fuel this horrible behav-
ior. 

In fact, the chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee won’t even admit that 
Antifa violence exists. He calls it a 
myth. It is unthinkable. 

Where is the leadership of the Demo-
cratic Party? Where is the Speaker of 
the House, for that matter? She has 
consistently downplayed this crisis 
that is happening in our streets. 

It is time that we have leadership 
here. It is time that we address the 
issues. The Speaker, frankly, should be 
ashamed of the absolute failure to ad-
dress this horrific behavior that is hap-
pening and the unrest that is hap-
pening in our country. 

In fact, when the Senate passed seri-
ous legislation, the Speaker went out 
to say that the Senate is trying to 
commit murder. My question is, how 
many murders have occurred on the 
streets of America since she made that 
statement? 

Rather than work with us, the Demo-
crats and the Speaker call us and the 
President domestic enemies and en-
emies of the state, and that is just to-
tally unacceptable. 

It is time that we restore law and 
order in this country, and it begins by 
restoring it right here in this Chamber. 

b 1715 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. NORMAN), my good friend. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
every American to look at this picture 
of what, sadly, has become ‘‘the new 
normal’’ in many cities across our 
great Nation. The one common thread 
for all of these cities is that they are 
run by liberal Democrats who tolerate 
these criminal activities: buildings de-
liberately being set on fire, department 
stores being looted of merchandise, po-
lice cars, as you see here, being bashed 
and torched, and our brave law enforce-
ment officers being executed in broad 
daylight. 

Imagine, if you are an owner of these 
businesses who invested a lifetime of 
savings, waking up to their places of 
work being destroyed through no fault 
of their own. 

Here is my question: Why have 
Democrats remained silent on con-
demning these acts of violence? 

Is it any coincidence that there is 
not one Democrat standing with us to-
night? Where are they? They are not 
here. 

I would submit that this is a preview 
of coming attractions to cities and 
towns all across our great country if 
this lawlessness is allowed to continue. 

Now is the time to support law en-
forcement, not defund law enforce-
ment. 

Now is the time to enforce our laws 
and put those criminals behind bars if 
they destroy private property. 

Now is the time to get back to we, 
the people, not we, the criminals, not 
we, the government, not we, the politi-
cian. 

In closing, you do not build up Amer-
ica by tearing down America. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY), 
who will be speaking as fast as a Texan 
can speak. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Arizona for yielding. 

Detective James Skernivitz; 
Police Officer Tamarris Leon-Wesley 

Bohannon; 
Sergeant Ricardo Perez-Ortiz; 
Police Officer Edelmiro Garza, Jr.; 
Police Officer Ismael Chavez; 
Police Officer Anthony Dia; 
Sergeant Craig Vincent Johnson; 
Wildlife Officer Julian Keen, Jr.; 
Deputy Sheriff James H. Blair; 
Sergeant Damon Gutzwiller; 
Lieutenant Stephen P. Williams; 
Police Officer Waldis ‘‘Jay’’ Johnson; 
Police Officer Nathan James Lyday; 
Police Officer Cody N. Holte; 
Police Officer Michael S. Mosher; 
Lieutenant Glenn Dale Hutto, Jr.; 
Police Officer Dan Walters; 
Police Officer Justin Putnam; 
Officer Breann Leath; 
Commander Greg Carnicle; 
Sergeant Ben Jenkins; 
Police Officer Christopher Ryan 

Walsh; 
Sergeant James R. O’Connor, IV; 
Corporal Brent William Perry 

Scrimshire; 
Corporal Andrew J. Gillette; 
Officer David Kellywood; 
Police Officer Nick O’Rear; 
Trooper Joseph Jon Bullock; 
Deputy Sheriff Richard Edward Whit-

ten; 
Officer Tiffany-Victoria Bilon 

Enriquez; 
Officer Kaulike Kalama; 
Public Safety Officer Jackson Ryan 

Winkler; 
Captain Stanley Curtis Elrod; 
Police Officer Bryan Brown; 
Corporal Bryant Searcy; 
Police Officer Sheena Dae 

Yarbrough-Powell; 
Trooper Caleb Starr; 

Police Officer Destin Legieza; 
Animal Control Officer Darrian May 

Young; 
Police Officer Christopher Eric 

Ewing; 
Police Officer Kaia LaFay Grant; 
Police Officer Alan Daniel McCollum; 
Police Officer Katherine Mary Thyne. 
I have two questions, Mr. Speaker: 
Where is the NBA? Where are those 

names? Where are the names I just 
read of the 43 police officers who have 
died in the line of duty this year? I 
want to know that. I want to know 
where those names are. 

My second question is: Where is the 
Speaker? Where is the Speaker of the 
House? Where is this body? Why aren’t 
we on the floor voting on a resolution 
honoring these fallen 43? Why aren’t we 
standing up for law and order? Why 
aren’t we standing up for security in 
our streets? Why are we instead turn-
ing over this country to mob rule? 

These names matter too, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOH-
MERT). 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, an arti-
cle from the Federalist by Joy Pullman 
today points out: ‘‘Contrary to cor-
porate media narratives, up to 95 per-
cent of this summer’s riots are linked 
to Black Lives Matter activism, ac-
cording to data collected by the Armed 
Conflict Location and Event Data 
Project. . . . Of the 633 coded as riots, 
88 percent are recorded as involving 
Black Lives Matter activists.’’ 

So all of these corporations that are 
donating money, it is very clear: They 
are helping a Marxist organization 
whose ultimate goal will be to relieve 
these corporations of all of their pri-
vate property. 

Way to go. 
Early estimates from insurance agen-

cies apparently say they have set a 
record in destruction for what the 
media—the alt-left media or main-
stream, whichever you prefer—say is 
just mainly peaceful uprisings. It is as-
tounding what has been occurring. 

This article from The Daily Signal 
points out, from yesterday, that if you 
go to the website for Black Futures 
Lab, a venture of Black Lives Matter 
founder Alicia Garza, and click on do-
nate, ‘‘it will ask you to send your 
money to an obscure organization, the 
Chinese Progressive Association, ex-
plaining that ‘Black Futures Lab is a 
fiscally sponsored project of the Chi-
nese Progressive Association.’ ’’ 

So there you go. You are not only 
helping destroy America and eliminate 
private property that you own, you are 
also helping the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

Congratulations for all of those. You 
are not making Black lives matter; you 
are helping the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PERRY). 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Arizona for yield-
ing. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am still sickened by 

the sight that I saw, that all of us saw: 
two officers who showed up to work, an 
assassination attempt, attempted exe-
cution, just for sitting in their car, for 
honoring their pledge to preserve and 
protect the safety of the citizens they 
serve. 

For the past month, law enforcement 
officers have endured attacks, have 
been shot at, bottles thrown at, fire-
works, glass bottles, powerful lasers at-
tempted to blind them. 

This year, as my friend from Texas 
said, 43 law enforcement officers have 
been killed, nearly twice the rate of 
last year. 

And what is coming from the other 
side of the Chamber here? You got it. 
Silence. 

When elected leaders refuse to stand 
with our law enforcement officers and 
continue to bend to the whims of vio-
lent mobs, we lose our civilization. We 
lose our civil society. 

Now, you think, when you watch TV 
maybe you see it on the news, it is hap-
pening far away, thousands of miles 
away across our country. But right in 
Pennsylvania where I live, south cen-
tral Pennsylvania, just on Monday, un-
fortunately, violent riots came to the 
streets on the heels of the death of Ri-
cardo Munoz, a mentally ill 27-year-old 
who was captured on a police officer’s 
body camera charging at the officer 
with a knife in his hand. 

Now, the death of Ricardo Munoz is a 
tragedy, no doubt, and my prayers are 
with Mr. Munoz’s family. However, an 
adult man wielding a large carving 
knife over his head while charging at 
police—by the way, having a record of 
doing this in the past, stabbing peo-
ple—is a clear mortal threat, and the 
officers are well within their rights to 
protect themselves. 

Let me be very clear. Every person in 
the United States of America has the 
right to peacefully protest. Your con-
stitutional right to protest, however, 
does not include violent riots, setting 
fires to things, looting, and harming 
and killing other people. 

Now, this is an account from that 
protest which wasn’t a protest: 

The mob marched from the scene of the 
shooting on Laurel Street to the police sta-
tion, chucking glass bottles, rocks, bricks, 
gallon jugs filled with liquid, and plastic 
road barricades at the police. A county vehi-
cle parked in front of the station was dam-
aged. 

Numerous buildings and vehicles were 
damaged, fires were set—all without regard 
for the owners and individuals who could 
have been physically harmed by the riotous 
actions. 

Mr. Speaker, anyone in this Cham-
ber, any leader in our community who 
does not stand up for civil society, for 
our police officers who take an oath to 
protect their citizens, is supporting a 
dangerous and deadly violent mob, and 
it absolutely must end. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I include 
the following items in the RECORD: 

A letter dated September 10, 2020, to 
the Honorable William P. Barr, Attor-

ney General; a newspaper article dated 
September 15, 2020; another one, dated 
August 26, 2020; another piece which is 
undated, which I will get the date for; 
and then another series of articles as 
well. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, September 10, 2020. 

Hon. WILLIAM P. BARR, 
Attorney General, 
U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, DC. 

DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL BARR: We write 
to share our deep concerns regarding the on-
going violence that has gripped American 
cities and threatened the rule of law across 
our nation. ANTIFA and other left-wing an-
archist groups have unleashed a barrage of 
totalitarian attacks on our country in recent 
months, including accosting a sitting U.S. 
Senator, hijacking peaceful rallies, orga-
nizing armed riots, destroying property, 
burning buildings, stealing livelihoods, and 
spreading hate. 

It is clear that these individuals are well- 
funded and supported by a national network 
of left-wing activists committed to perpe-
trating violence and furthering anarchy in 
our streets. As such, we urge you to imme-
diately open an investigation to identify and 
prosecute all individuals and groups respon-
sible for funding and organizing these terror-
istic acts that are wreaking havoc on our na-
tion. 

As you know, 18 U.S. § 2101 makes it a fed-
eral crime punishable by up to five years in 
prison to incite a riot; organize, promote, en-
courage, participate in, or carry on a riot; 
commit any act of violence in furtherance of 
a riot; or aid or abet any person in inciting 
or participating in a riot. Tragically, we are 
seeing the letter and spirit of the law being 
desecrated on a daily basis, as ANTIFA and 
other organized groups of anarchists con-
tinue to infiltrate peaceful protests and 
launch violent attacks against American 
citizens. Tragically, these activities recently 
turned deadly in Portland, Oregon, as Mi-
chael Forest Reinoehl, who described himself 
as ‘‘100% ANTIFA’’ shot and killed a sup-
porter of President Trump. 

Additionally, the riots in Portland and 
other major American cities have revealed a 
targeted effort to destabilize our way of life, 
including deliberately targeting federal 
buildings and law enforcement in an effort to 
undermine the rule of law. The prolonged na-
ture and organization of these violent at-
tacks, including the rioters’ use of military 
grade helmets, gas masks, protective vests, 
and illegal fireworks, clearly displays the 
high level of coordination and outside fund-
ing supporting these anarchist groups. It is 
readily apparent that these individuals were 
outfitted for war and were clearly part of a 
planned effort to infiltrate peaceful protests, 
provoke violence, and further subvert our 
system of government. 

Unfortunately, these are not isolated inci-
dents. Well-organized factions of ANTIFA 
and other anarchist groups have taken ad-
vantage of peaceful protests to sow division, 
threaten free speech, and enflame tensions 
throughout the nation for more than 90 days. 

The violence occurring in our cities cannot 
continue. The DOJ must take action to stop 
these dangerous attacks. As such, we urge 
you to fully investigate the groups respon-
sible for these attacks on our republic and 
prosecute all individuals who are violating 
federal law by participating in, inciting, or-
ganizing, or funding these destructive riots. 
Thank you in advance for your consideration 
of this urgent request and your prompt ac-
tion to protect our nation. 

Sincerely, 
KEN BUCK, 
ANDY BIGGS, 

BRIAN BABIN, D.D.S., 
TED BUDD, 
DOUG COLLINS, 
BOB GIBBS, 
JEFF DUNCAN, 
STEVE KING, 

Members of Congress. 

[From Fox News, Sept. 15, 2020] 
LA COUNTY SHERIFF SAYS PROTESTERS CALL-

ING FOR AMBUSHED DEPUTIES’ DEATH IS ‘AL-
MOST WORTHY OF ISIS’ 

(By Joshua Nelson) 
Protesters showing up at the hospital 

treating two deputies who were shot in an 
ambush and calling for their death is ‘‘some-
thing almost worthy of ISIS,’’ said Los An-
geles County Sheriff Alex Villanueva on 
Tuesday. 

‘‘It’s just a new low for the hatred that I 
don’t think anyone in this nation has ever 
seen before,’’ Villanueva told ‘‘America’s 
Newsroom.’’ 

‘‘We just don’t expect it on our own shores 
and we have been here fighting to save peo-
ple’s lives across the county—it doesn’t mat-
ter who you are and it is not something we 
are going to expect or tolerate,’’ Villanueva 
said. 

Villanueva on Monday challenged NBA 
star LeBron James to match and double the 
reward money, which is currently up to 
$200,000, that is being offered for information 
on the gunman who ambushed and shot two 
deputies over the weekend. 

‘‘This challenge is to LeBron James. I 
want you to match that and double that re-
ward,’’ Villanueva said. ‘‘I know you care 
about law enforcement. You expressed a very 
interesting statement about your perspec-
tive on race relations and on officer-involved 
shootings and the impact that it has on the 
African American community.’’ 

‘‘And I appreciated that,’’ he continued. 
‘‘But likewise, we need to appreciate that re-
spect for life goes across all professions.’’ 

The Los Angeles Lakers star has been one 
of the most vocal professional athletes to 
speak on social issues and to condemn police 
misconduct. After Jacob Blake was shot 
multiple times by officers in Wisconsin last 
month, James said Black people in America 
are ‘‘terrified’’ of police misconduct. 

‘‘I know people get tired of hearing me say 
it, but we are scared as Black people in 
America,’’ James said following the Lakers’ 
Game 4 win over the Portland Trail Blazers 
last month. ‘‘Black men, Black women, 
Black kids, we are terrified.’’ 

Villanueva on Tuesday said he had yet to 
hear from LeBron regarding his challenge, 
but that the NBA star needs ‘‘to take some 
ownership of exactly what he said in terms 
of propagating the idea that people are being 
hunted’’ due to the color of their skin. 

‘‘I think that is just flat out not the case. 
I think we need to hold those accountable for 
breaking the law, be it law enforcement 
when we are crossing the line, but, then we 
have to acknowledge the bigger problem of 
violence overall and this ambush, cowardly 
ambush, of the two deputies just doing their 
own job, doing their business there in Comp-
ton, really illustrates that. That is that the 
problem we need to address,’’ he said. 

[From Fox Business, Aug. 26, 2020] 
BLM BRINGS ECONOMIC STRESS TO COMMU-

NITIES IT CLAIMS TO REPRESENT: PASTOR 
(By Bishop Aubrey Shines) 

Early in August a news story jumped out 
to me and not in a good way my friends. I am 
still thinking about it. 

As Fox Business reported on August 5, a 
trucking company will no longer deliver to 
cities that are defunding police. The co- 
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owner of JKC Trucking, Mike Kucharski, 
told Fox he was concerned for the safety of 
his drivers and their cargo going to cities 
where police have had their budgets slashed. 

As an African American and a minister, I 
knew something like this would happen 
sooner or later. 

My colleagues and I founded Conservative 
Clergy of Color because we were afraid some-
thing like this would happen if Black Lives 
Matter was the only voice in the room. 

We wanted to give a voice to African 
Americans who believe in real change, not 
leftist platitudes and want their country to 
be better. 

My father was able to watch this country 
become a better place from the segregation 
he knew growing up but now I fear the 
progress he witnessed is being turned on its 
head. We’ve now seen the first domino fall in 
the rollback of that progress. 

It’s sad we’ve come to this, but it’s the 
truth. Black Lives Matter has crippled the 
police across dozens of cities, and we’re now 
seeing the economic impact. 

These, friends, are the first tangible re-
sults from Black Lives Matter’s mad, anti- 
police crusade. These are the first far-reach-
ing consequences beyond the violence in cit-
ies this summer that has gone so long it’s be-
ginning to feel lethargic. These are the con-
sequences that BLM’s leadership probably 
are fully aware of, but that the young mis-
guided social justice warriors that make up 
their ranks haven’t stopped to think about. 

When you do stop and think about it, why 
should the owner put his drivers in danger? 
Why would he risk the danger in cities where 
police have been hamstrung and rioters have 
free reign of the streets? 

When young children like poor Secoriea 
Turner in Atlanta are getting gunned down 
in the streets, I wouldn’t want my employees 
going to those cities either. 

It’s sad we’ve come to this, but it’s the 
truth. Black Lives Matter has crippled the 
police across dozens of cities, and we’re now 
seeing the economic impact. 

Cities that normally receive commerce by 
way of trucking companies and shipping out-
lets are now going to lose a vital source of 
income. Depending on the size of the city, 
the effect could range from negligible to dev-
astating. 

Either way, it’s a problem none of these 
communities should have faced. But because 
city leaders and governments either were 
bullied into defunding their police or just 
felt like being politically correct, grocery 
stores and retail outlets are going to have to 
find other ways to supply their products. 

Now you might be thinking, ‘‘I see your 
point Bishop, but won’t another trucking 
company just step up and fill the void?’’ 
Ideally, you’d be right, but I would pose the 
counter-question of how long it will take be-
fore other companies follow JKC’s lead if the 
riots aren’t brought to heel soon. 

For that matter, how long will it be before 
other industries start making similar 
choices? How long will it be before the re-
sults BLM’s leftist ideology impedes dif-
ferent businesses from providing income to 
communities? 

What if a company like Staples or 
Walmart decides to build new facilities in 
Portland but then pulls out at the last sec-
ond because rioters there are still out of con-
trol? And it’s not just mega-retailers; I 
haven’t even touched on small businesses 
and entrepreneurs. If I were a young, bright 
individual looking to start my own company, 
I certainly wouldn’t want to do it in a place 
with kneecapped police and no guarantee of 
stability. 

The worst part of this debacle is that mi-
nority communities, the very people BLM 
claims to represent, will suffer the most. 

A weaker police force means less business 
in a community and that’s less jobs to go 
around including for minorities. 

Minorities in low-income neighborhoods 
need the work, not just bloated government 
welfare programs. These are minorities who 
could work in shipping warehouses, malls, 
stores, or startups are worse off if none of 
those industries decide to do business in 
their communities. 

BLM’s ‘‘justice’’ has already gotten black 
children killed on the streets. Its crusade to 
replace police authority with an anarchist 
mob has made it less safe in low-income 
neighborhoods than before George Floyd’s 
tragic death. But now we’re finally seeing 
the long-term consequences; the purging of 
business opportunities that will only drive 
minorities further away from prosperity and 
into the loving arms of government depend-
ency. 

[From Fox News, Sept. 16, 2020] 
LA SHERIFF ALEX VILLANUEVA CHALLENGES 

LEBRON JAMES TO MATCH REWARD MONEY 
FOR GUNMAN WHO AMBUSHED TWO DEPUTIES 
IN COMPTON 

(By Louis Casiano) 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex 

Villanueva on Monday challenged NBA star 
LeBron James to match and double the re-
ward money being offered for information on 
the gunman who ambushed and shot two dep-
uties over the weekend. 

Speaking with KABC Radio on the John 
Phillips Show, Villanueva said the reward 
money reached $175,000—a combination of do-
nations of $100,000 from the county and 
$75,000 from two private individuals. 

‘‘This challenge is to LeBron James. I 
want you to match that and double that re-
ward,’’ Villanueva said. ‘‘I know you care 
about law enforcement. You expressed a very 
interesting statement about your perspec-
tive on race relations and on officer-involved 
shootings and the impact that it has on the 
African-American community. 

‘‘And I appreciated that,’’ he continued. 
‘‘But likewise, we need to appreciate that re-
spect for life goes across all professions.’’ 

The Los Angeles Lakers star has been one 
of the most vocal professional athletes to 
speak on social issues and to condemn police 
misconduct. After Jacob Blake was shot 
multiple times by officers in Wisconsin last 
month, James said Black people in America 
are ‘‘terrified’’ of police misconduct. 

‘‘I know people get tired of hearing me say 
it, but we are scared as Black people in 
America,’’ James said following the Lakers’ 
Game 4 win over the Portland Trail Blazers 
last month. ‘‘Black men, Black women, 
Black kids, we are terrified.’’ 

He earlier tweeted his frustrations about 
police shootings. 

‘‘And y’all wonder why we say what we say 
about the Police!! Someone please tell me 
WTF is this???!!! Exactly another black man 
being targeted,’’ James wrote. ‘‘This s--- [sic] 
is so wrong and so sad!! Feel so sorry for 
him, his family and OUR PEOPLE!! We want 
JUSTICE.’’ 

It was not clear if James was aware of 
Villanueva’s challenge. Messages to the 
LeBron James Foundation were not imme-
diately returned. 

‘‘Let’s see what he does,’’ the sheriff said. 
‘‘I’ll be very curious to see what his response 
is, if any.’’ 

[From Fox News, Sept. 11, 2020] 
ST. LOUIS BLM PROTESTERS FROM MCCLOS-

KEY CONFRONTATION CITED FOR TRES-
PASSING 

(By Louis Casiano) 
Nine Black Lives Matter protesters who 

were confronted by an armed St. Louis cou-

ple on their lawn have been issued citations 
for trespassing, officials told Fox News. 

The June 28 encounter between the dem-
onstrators, and Mark and Patricia McClos-
key made headlines as the country was 
gripped by nationwide protests over police 
brutality. The couple—both personal injury 
lawyers—were seen on video and in photos 
pointing a handgun and a rifle as demonstra-
tors moved through their neighborhood. 

No shots were fired. 
Calls and emails to the St. Louis Metro-

politan Police Department from Fox News 
were not returned. 

The office of City Counselor Julian Bush 
told Fox News in an email that the citations 
were mailed to the nine people but that Bush 
has ‘‘not yet determined whether to file 
charges.’’ 

The protesters could face up to $500 in fines 
and up to 90 days in jail. However, Bush told 
NPR it was rare for anyone to receive such 
penalties for a municipal ordinance viola-
tion. 

Last week, Black Lives Matter activist 
Ohun Ashe tweeted that she received a sum-
mons. 

‘‘I was just sent a summons to appear in 
court for ‘‘trespassing on private property’’ 
on Portland P1 aka the street Patricia and 
Mark McCloskey live on,’’ the post read. ‘‘I 
had a gun waved in my face by them but 
trespassing is what matters?’’ 

Video footage captured the confrontation 
as 300 demonstrators marched in the street, 
claiming they were headed toward the home 
of St. Louis Mayor Lyda Krewson. The 
McCloskeys aimed their weapons at the 
marchers and have since been charged with 
felony unlawful use of a weapon. 

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, a Republican, 
has said he will almost certainly pardon the 
McCloskeys if they are convicted. 

The incident landed the couple an appear-
ance during the first night of the Republican 
National Convention last month, where they 
asserted their Second Amendment right to 
defend themselves. 

‘‘The radicals are not content just march-
ing in the streets,’’ Mark McCloskey said 
during a virtual speech. ‘‘They want to walk 
the halls of Congress. They want power. This 
is Joe Biden’s party. These are the people 
who will be in charge.’’ 

[From the Wall Street Journal, Sept. 14, 
2020] 

CONFESSIONS OF A NEW GUN OWNER 
(By William McGurn) 

On Monday it became official: The police 
issued me a gun permit. 

Never did I imagine I’d be here. Not be-
cause I was anti-gun. My dad was a career 
FBI agent, so my siblings and I grew up with 
guns. 

At the same time, my father was never 
particularly interested in guns. To no avail, 
we would beg him to go t o shoots to show off 
his skills. More frequently he would remind 
us that many who keep guns in the house are 
more likely to shoot a friend or family mem-
ber than a would-be robber or rapist. His 
proudest boast about his own career was that 
not once did he have to shoot anybody. 

This may help explain why we all grew up 
supporting the Second Amendment in prin-
ciple while not much interested in the prac-
tice. What changed? Certainly the rioters 
played a key part. But far more shocking 
than the rioters themselves has been the as-
sociated spectacle of police and political au-
thorities across America standing down in 
the face of night after night of criminal be-
havior directed at the lives and livelihoods 
of innocent, law-abiding citizens. 

Even in suburbia, many are no longer con-
fident our authorities would or could keep us 
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safe. In a small suburb such as mine, what 
would happen if even 100 or 200 people bent 
on violence were to arrive at once? Could our 
small police force really handle it? Or would 
we be left to fend for ourselves like Mark and 
Pat McCloskey in St. Louis, who defended 
their home and were then treated as if they 
were criminals? 

A few years back, I asked a former col-
league whom I knew to be pro-Second 
Amendment philosophically if he owned a 
gun. He answered no, and then asked if I had 
one. I said I wouldn’t know what to write 
down as my reason for wanting one. 

He told me, ‘‘Write down, ‘Because I don’t 
trust the government.’ ’’ 

That might have worked for the Founding 
Fathers. But in today’s New Jersey—a state 
ranked by the Giffords Law Center’s annual 
Gun Law Scorecard as the nation’s most re-
strictive after California—the response 
might be 40 squad cars on the front lawn by 
morning. I say this only half in jest: Do 
other Americans buying guns for the first 
time find it as grating as I do to learn that 
we need government permission to exercise a 
constitutional right? 

Equally illuminating has been learning 
about guns and those who own them. Over 
four decades in the news business, I have 
often written about the National Rifle Asso-
ciation, usually about some proposed new 
gun law. Most recently the NRA has been in 
the headlines over a lawsuit filed by New 
York’s attorney general in which she accuses 
top leaders of decades-long corruption and 
misspending. 

But our family’s decision to buy a gun has 
introduced us to the side of the NRA more 
Americans see: the education side. The NRA 
has courses, online and in person, for almost 
everything. The NRA instructor my wife and 
I engaged, Billy De Almedia, was firm, pro-
fessional and patient. 

It’s not just the instruction that im-
presses. It’s the sheer Americanness of a pri-
vate organization established to support a 
constitutional right in all its manifesta-
tions, from defending the Second Amend-
ment legally and philosophically to instill-
ing in newbies such as myself the respect for 
guns necessary to keep and use them safely. 
Not to mention a taste of the satisfaction 
that comes from mastering a new discipline. 

Surely if the government were to assume 
the functions the NRA provides, the experi-
ence would be akin to going to your local De-
partment of Motor Vehicles. In America, by 
contrast, the ethos emphasizes private ini-
tiative and responsibility. In our new inter-
actions with gun owners, gun instructors and 
owners of gun ranges, my wife and I have 
found them unfailingly eager to help and to 
answer even the dumbest questions. 

This year a record five million law-abiding 
Americans, like us, have become new gun 
owners. Many don’t fit the stereotype: Afri-
can-Americans account for the largest per-
centage jump in gun ownership, while women 
are 40% of first-time buyers. These new buy-
ers join an even larger demographic: the 43% 
of American households that already have a 
gun. 

The record gun sales for 2020 may have im-
plications for swing states in November as 
well. In Pennsylvania alone, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation reckons there 
are 276,648 first-time gun owners this year. 
To put this in perspective, in 2016 Donald 
Trump won Pennsylvania by 44,292 votes. 

Now, I appreciate how unlikely it is that I 
will ever reach for a gun to defend my home 
or myself. But after watching the mayhem 
that’s taken over so many city streets I won-
der, probably with plenty of my fellow first- 
time gun buyers, what alternative I’d have if 
ever I had to make that terrible 911 call—and 
it went unanswered? 

[From the Washington Times, July 27, 2020] 
REP. JERRY NADLER SAYS ANTIFA VIOLENCE IN 

PORTLAND A ‘‘MYTH’’ 
(By Jessica Chasmar) 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler declared Sunday it’s a 
‘‘myth’’ that Antifa provocateurs are behind 
the ongoing violent protests in Portland, Or-
egon. 

In a now-viral video posted on Twitter, 
writer-producer Austen Fletcher caught up 
with the House Judiciary Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman on his way to his vehicle. 

‘‘I ran into Jerry Nadler in DC and asked 
him to disavow the Antifa violence/rioting in 
Portland. His response? ‘THAT’S A MYTH,’ ’’ 
Mr. Fletcher said in a tweet along with the 
video. 

‘‘It is true,’’ Mr. Fletcher tells Mr. Nadler 
in the video. ‘‘There’s violence across the 
whole country. Do you disavow the violence 
from Antifa that’s happening in Portland 
right now? There’s riots—’’ 

‘‘That’s a myth that’s being spread only in 
Washington, D.C.,’’ Mr. Nadler responded. 

‘‘About Antifa in Portland?’’ Mr. Fletcher 
asked. 

‘‘Yes,’’ Mr. Nadler replied before a staffer 
nudged him to get into the vehicle. 

‘‘Sir, there’s videos everywhere online,’’ 
Mr. Fletcher continued. ‘‘There’s fires and 
riots, they’re throwing fireworks at federal 
officers. DHS is there. Look online. It gets 
crazy, Mr. Nadler.’’ 

The New York Democrat was slammed for 
his response, which came as Portland en-
tered its 60th day of riots since the death of 
George Floyd. 

Portland is the home of Rose City Antifa, 
the oldest known so-called anti-fascist group 
in the country. 

[From American News, Sept. 14, 2020] 
DHS LEAKED EMAIL CONFIRMS ANTIFA IS AN 

ORGANIZED GROUP 
(By Ian Miles Cheong) 

An internal email from the Department of 
Homeland Security leaked to CBS Catherine 
Herridge late Monday detailing that the vio-
lence in Portland was not ‘‘opportunistic,’’ 
but rather ‘‘organized’’—confirming long- 
suspected details about the Antifa move-
ment. 

The email explains that Antifa is organized 
and runs contrary to reports in the main-
stream media that Antifa was not respon-
sible for anti-police violence, but an im-
promptu movement spurred on by anti-fas-
cist sentiments held by most of the Amer-
ican public. 

A recent article in the Washington Post by 
Mark Bray, author of Antifa: Anti-Fascist 
Handbook, attempted to dispel ‘‘myths’’ 
about Antifa, claims that the group is not an 
organization, but rather a ‘‘tradition of mili-
tant antifascism.’’ The article disputed 
claims that Antifa ‘‘masterminds violence at 
Black Lives Matter protests.’’ 

In printed email documents attained by 
Herridge, the DHS’ Acting Under Secretary 
for Intelligence & Analysis Brian Murphy 
wrote to his colleagues on July 25 detailing 
his findings of Antifa in Portland. 

Murphy urged for an immediate change of 
definitions for the violent activity in Port-
land following a review of the individuals ar-
rested by federal authorities, as well as in-
telligence surrounding their affiliations and 
activities. 

‘‘The individuals are violently attacking 
the Federal facilities based on these 
ideologies,’’ he said in regards to Antifa, 
which he classed as VAAI or ‘‘VIOLENT 
ANTIFA ANARCHISTS INSPIRED.’’ 

‘‘We can’t say any longer that this violent 
situation is opportunistic,’’ wrote Murphy. 
‘‘Additionally, we have overwhelmingly in-

telligence regarding the ideologies driving 
individuals towards violence and why the vi-
olence has continued.’’ 

‘‘A core set of Threat actors are organized, 
show up night after night, share common 
TTPs and drawing on like minded individ-
uals to their cause.’’ 

TTP stands for Tactics, Techniques and 
Procedures. 

‘‘I recognize we may not be able to at-
tribute every individual as VAAI however we 
need to look at the totality of the intel-
ligence both current and previous and recog-
nize the motivation for the violence and why 
people have shown up to commit violence for 
about 60 days. And why the individuals are 
using social media to encourage the VAAI on 
the ground to carry out acts of violence.’’ 

The nightly riots in Portland numbered at 
sixty days when the email was composed. Ri-
oting has shifted from Portland to other cit-
ies with some of the same actors, including 
Washington DC, Seattle, and Kenosha—vio-
lence of which was spurred largely by pro- 
Antifa advocates on social media platforms 
like Facebook, Twitch, and Twitter. 

‘‘Threat actors who are motivated by An-
archist or ANTIFA (or a combination of 
both) ideologies to carry out acts of violence 
against State, Local, and Federal authorities 
and infrastructure they believe represent au-
thority or represent political and social 
ideas they reject,’’ Murphy concluded. 

Phrases like ‘‘Every city, every town. Burn 
the precincts to the ground’’ are a common 
refrain at Black Lives Matter rallies, and 
have been chanted during arson attacks on 
the Portland Police Bureau, the Mark O. 
Hatfield federal courthouse in Portland, and 
other facilities where Antifa and Black Lives 
Matter militants were present. 

The intelligence provided by the DHS vali-
dates claims by conservative voices who 
have long identified Antifa as an organized 
movement, and flies in the face of claims 
that the group was not intent on committing 
violence or conducting an insurgency against 
the United States government. 

[From gatewaypundit.com, Sept. 15, 2020] 
MILWAUKEE TRUMP SUPPORTER ARRESTED FOR 

BRANDISHING A GUN AT BLACK LIVES MAT-
TER MOB THAT WAS SURROUNDING HIS HOME 
(VIDEO) 

(By Cassandra Fairbanks) 
A Milwaukee man has reportedly been ar-

rested after pulling a gun on a mob of Black 
Lives Matter supporters who were sur-
rounding his home for several hours. It is 
currently unclear who the man is or why the 
mob was at his house, but he did have a 
‘‘Trump Train’’ flag hanging outside. 

Members of the mob claimed on social 
media that their actions were justified be-
cause he is a ‘‘racist’’ and had a confederate 
flag. The flag was not seen in the videos, but 
an American and Trump flag were hanging 
prominently on the front of his home. 

In livestream footage of the incident, the 
mob is clearly seen stepping on to the man’s 
property. 

‘‘They went specifically to his house to 
protest him for ‘being a racist.’ The home-
owner was arrested, and the crowd remains 
outside. They seem to have gone on his prop-
erty. WTF Milwaukee?’’ Kitty Shackleford, a 
Twitter user that archives riot footage, 
tweeted along with videos. 

After the mob was outside his home for 
more than two hours, police arrived. As they 
entered the man’s property, the rioters 
cheered for police and called for the man’s 
arrest, yelling about how he had a weapon. 

When the man was taken outside, seem-
ingly in cuffs, the crowd went wild. 

The militant leftists were threatening the 
man saying that he was going to have big 
problems if he dared to step outside. 
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As they threatened him, shined lights into 

his home, and pranced all over his property, 
he pointed a shotgun out the window. 

The person who called for the ‘‘protest’’ 
livestreamed the mob outside the man’s 
home for several hours. 

It does not appear that any members of the 
mob have been arrested. 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, as we have 
recognized here today with our speak-
ers the importance of law enforcement 
to maintaining our rights and the safe-
ty of our neighborhoods and commu-
nities, I am reminded that it was just 
a little over a month ago, late July 
2020, when the chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee in the House of Rep-
resentatives said about antifa, as the 
city of Portland was being burned by 
antifa, he said it is a myth. It is a 
myth. 

And then what has happened is an in-
ternal email from the Department of 
Homeland Security revealed Monday 
that the violence in Portland was not 
opportunistic but, rather, organized by 
the antifa organization. 

We have got to see that our Attorney 
General—I urge him, I urge the FBI to 
investigate and the Attorney General 
to take every action that the law al-
lows, whether it is civil RICO or pros-
ecution of these individuals, because, if 
you want to bring our society back 
into order, you take people who are 
violent, rioting, looting, causing may-
hem and murder, you arrest them. You 
charge them, you prosecute them, and 
you convict them. 

We know there are law enforcement 
who do a great job, but right now, in 
many places around this country, it 
will take a law enforcement officer 5 or 
10 minutes or longer to get to a home 
or a business that is under attack by a 
criminal. When that happens, if they 
are under attack, these individuals 
need to have the right, as they do 
under the Second Amendment, to pro-
tect themselves. That right must be 
protected and maintained. 

So I am kind of surprised—I am going 
to give you a fact here. In Pennsyl-
vania alone, this year, you have had an 
increase in new gun owners by more 
than a quarter of a million. More than 
a quarter of a million people in Penn-
sylvania own guns today who didn’t 
own them at the beginning of the year. 
Why? Because of what is going on in 
our streets, whether it is in Pennsyl-
vania, Oregon, or wherever else it may 
be. 

A mob circles a home in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; an individual holds up a 
shotgun inside as this mob surrounds 
his home. What does the mob do, the 
antifa folks? They call the police to 
have this man arrested for having a 
gun on the ready to protect himself 
from that very mob. That is back-
wards. 

b 1730 

Mr. Speaker, we thank the police. 
The purpose of the police is to protect 
the weak and the rights of all. 

When our leaders in places like Port-
land, Minneapolis, you name it, casti-

gate the police or celebrities castigate 
the police, what they are really saying 
is: We are content with mob rule. That 
can’t be the case. 

We have heard this tonight from my 
colleagues who have said this so well. 
We support the police, and we support 
the thin blue line that protects our 
rights. This rioting and this mayhem 
must end tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Nebraska 
(Mr. BACON). 

RECOGNIZING DEAN C. MATHISEN’S SERVICE TO 
OUR NATION AND NEBRASKA’S SECOND DISTRICT 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
very respected friend from Wisconsin 
today for yielding. We had our 5- 
minute speeches cut short, so I appre-
ciate the opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to recog-
nize Dean C. Mathisen for 20 years of 
service to our Nation and Nebraska’s 
Second District. Dean is retiring from 
Federal service at the end of the 116th 
Congress in January 2021. 

Dean is a former U.S. Army officer 
and a combat veteran. He served as a 
field artillery officer on Active Duty in 
the U.S. Army during the Cold War, on 
its front lines in West Germany. He 
was next assigned as a military police 
officer who deployed to the desert dur-
ing the first Gulf war. Dean also com-
manded a transportation company in 
the U.S. Army Reserves. 

In Nebraska’s Second District, Dean 
served over 12 years as a senior con-
stituent liaison for the Honorable Lee 
Terry from 2002 to January 2015. Dur-
ing this tenure, he was instrumental in 
identifying the need and commu-
nicating with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs about bringing a national 
veterans cemetery to the district. Dean 
was a key element in finding the re-
sources to enable the first homeless 
veterans housing project in Omaha to 
be completed as well. 

Dean then crossed the Missouri River 
in Iowa in 2016 and continued his Fed-
eral service in the office of the Honor-
able JONI ERNST. Here, he continued to 
use his personal experience to aid him 
in understanding the needs of our mili-
tary servicemembers and veterans 
while solving constituent issues. 

In 2017, Dean became a member of my 
original Omaha district office team as 
a senior constituent liaison. During 
this time, he saw the need for and co-
ordinated the efforts to establish a 
Federal veterans court for the State of 
Nebraska. In the summer, Dean was 
promoted to deputy district director. 

In his free time, Dean is active in 
local animal rescue and animal-as-
sisted therapy. He is known in our of-

fice to be an avid horseman, hunter, 
and shooter. He is a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and The 
American Legion and is known as a 
great Dane. 

I want to offer Dean my sincere ap-
preciation for his years of dedicated 
service to our great Nation and to Ne-
braska’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict. His retirement is well earned. He 
should take great pride in his accom-
plishments in both his military and 
civil service careers for the citizens of 
the United States of America and the 
constituents of the Second District of 
Nebraska. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Dean all the best 
in his future endeavors. 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH: HONORING KATHY 
AND GREG GONZALEZ 

Mr. BACON. I rise today, Mr. Speak-
er, to commemorate two wonderful 
people during Hispanic Heritage Month 
by honoring a husband and wife pair of 
wonderful police officers from my dis-
trict in Omaha. They have given life-
time contributions to law enforcement 
and have engaged in community efforts 
for our hometown. 

Gregory Michael Gonzalez and Kath-
erine Lynn Belcastro-Gonzalez were 
born in South Omaha in the early sev-
enties to immigrant families. 

One of six siblings, Greg grew up in a 
military environment as his father was 
stationed at Offutt Air Force Base. 

Kathy’s mother fled from Lithuania 
to Nebraska after her grandfather was 
taken as a prisoner of war. Kathy and 
her siblings were then raised in the 
basement of a Lithuanian parish in 
South Omaha. 

Kathy and Greg were high school 
sweethearts at Omaha South High and 
went on to become married first-gen-
eration college graduates. Greg ob-
tained an athletic scholarship at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, and 
Kathy attended the University of Ne-
braska at Lincoln while simulta-
neously working three jobs. She grad-
uated in 1993 and joined the Omaha Po-
lice Department the following year. 
Greg began his career in law enforce-
ment in 1993 as the only Mexican 
American in the Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Office. 

As assistant chief of the Omaha Po-
lice Department, Greg now helps over-
see the hiring of officers and works to 
reflect the diverse community it 
serves, including Spanish-speaking of-
ficers. Additionally, Greg is an adjunct 
police academy instructor and in-
structs criminal justice courses at his 
alma mater. 

As captain of Omaha’s southeast pre-
cinct, Kathy oversees one of the most 
culturally diverse areas in Omaha. In 
addition, her precinct also manages 
large-scale events and cultural celebra-
tions, including the NCAA College 
World Series, events at TD Ameritrade 
Park, and Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo 
and Aquarium. 
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Athletics are another passion Kathy 

and Greg share, and they believe com-
petitiveness and teamwork are inter-
personal skills that transfer from 
sports to the rest of life. 

The couple was instrumental in ex-
panding the already successful police- 
led sports program for at-risk and dis-
advantaged youth in Omaha called the 
Police Athletics for Community En-
gagement, or PACE. This program is 
led by police officers and volunteers 
and was founded in 2005 by Detective 
Tony Espejo, a 30-year member of the 
Omaha Police Department and veteran 
of the United States Marine Corps. 
Currently, retired OPD Captain Rich 
Gonzalez serves as PACE’s executive 
director. 

This September, Greg and Kathy cel-
ebrate their 21st wedding anniversary 
joined by their three children, Izabella, 
Greg Jr., and Alex. Overall, Kathy and 
Greg believe they would not be where 
they are today without the support of 
parents and extended family. 

With an extended list of combined ac-
colades and awards locally and nation-
ally, Greg and Kathy Gonzalez exem-
plify the American Dream and the 
quintessential rise to success from 
hardworking immigrant families. 

Mr. Speaker, we salute Greg and 
Kathy. May the future reward them 
with health and prosperity to continue 
to serve and protect our communities. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to address several issues. 

The first issue that has been in the 
paper lately is vitamin D. I have spo-
ken before this Chamber several times 
in the past on the importance of taking 
vitamin D. Over 40 percent of American 
adults do not have an adequate amount 
of vitamin D in their system. 

Several institutions of higher learn-
ing have done research and strongly 
suggest that vitamin D is a way to re-
duce the number of people who get 
COVID as well as greatly reduce the ef-
fects of COVID on those people who un-
fortunately get it. This has been found 
by MIT, by Northwestern in Evanston, 
and by Trinity College in Iowa. 

It has been my disappointment to 
this point that the appropriate govern-
ment agencies that have no problem 
sending out press releases and adver-
tisements on COVID have not ad-
dressed vitamin D. 

I was, therefore, elated to find out 
that, late last week, Dr. Fauci came 
out and supported the evidence behind 
vitamin D’s benefits. Even more than 
that, Dr. Fauci said that he has been 
taking vitamin D himself, which is 
very good. This is a change. 

Traditionally, many people out there 
said that you should even stay inside, 
and one way to get vitamin D is to be 
out in the Sun. So, the idea that we 
need more vitamin D is the opposite of 
what some of the experts or at least 
what some politicians have told us. 

Vitamin D, of course, is good not 
only to prevent COVID but to prevent 
other sorts of infections and res-
piratory problems as well. 

Now that Dr. Fauci has come out and 
told us that getting more vitamin D is 
a good idea, and particularly now that 
Dr. Fauci has admitted that he himself 
has been taking vitamin D, I strongly 
encourage the CDC and all other appro-
priate government agencies to pub-
licize the benefits of vitamin D. 

We have to do something other than 
just wait for a vaccine, which may or 
may not happen. And we all know, 
when it does happen, many people will 
not take that vaccine. 

I strongly encourage Dr. Fauci to fol-
low up on his statements with approv-
ing TV commercials talking about vi-
tamin D and the fact that he takes vi-
tamin D in his future interviews. 

Harvard estimates that 1 billion indi-
viduals worldwide may be vitamin D 
deficient, and of course, the rest of the 
world looks to the United States for 
leadership. So, the benefits would not 
only accrue to American citizens but 
to citizens around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I remind you to take vi-
tamin D, particularly if you have any 
friends or relatives who may be vita-
min D deficient or have special prob-
lems. I would talk to your doctor and 
anybody who is going in for a regular 
check-up. I would ask for a vitamin D 
test as well because there are ways to 
reduce the number of people getting 
COVID and to reduce the number of fa-
talities other than just hanging around 
and waiting for a vaccine. 

Mr. Speaker, the next topic I would 
like to address tonight is also a med-
ical topic that has been something I 
would have liked to address since I got 
here. I came across some information 
with regard to biosimilars, and that is 
people who need insulin. 

I consider myself an advocate for the 
Juvenile Diabetes Association, and I 
am aware of many different people who 
have diabetes. Depending upon the type 
of insurance you have, Mr. Speaker, if 
you have diabetes, you may be spend-
ing $100 a month on insulin. I have run 
into people who are spending $800 or 
$1,000 a month for insulin. 

Can you imagine if you have a child 
and you have to go out of pocket for 
another $1,000 a month just to keep 
your child alive? 

I ran into the fact that people are 
working on substitutes for insulin 
called biosimilars. I am introducing 
H.R. 8190, the Biosimilar Insulin Access 
Act, which will increase competition in 
the insulin market by making 
biosimilars available. Biosimilars are 
to insulin what generics are to normal 
prescription drugs. 

It would be tremendous if we could 
get more of these to the market. Right 
now, for whatever reason, it takes far 
too long to get these products to mar-
ket. Sometimes, they aren’t available 
at all. Because they are not available, 
people continue to have to overpay to 
keep themselves or their loved ones 
alive. 

Interchangeable biosimilar products 
are able to be automatically dispensed 
at the pharmacy counter for their 

brand-name reference product or 
brand-named insulin. We want to gen-
erate the same type of cost savings for 
insulin that we have already done in 
the past for generic drugs. 

I realize it is late in the session, but 
things can move fast. We all know that 
bills pass around here relatively soon 
after they are introduced. 

When I think of the people who are 
having to pay $1,000 a month or maybe 
just $500 or $600 a month for themselves 
or their children, I hope people in this 
building and the relevant committees 
and relevant leadership find a way to 
get this bill to the floor. 

I will be available to explain the im-
portance of this bill. I am ready to ex-
plain the importance of this bill to any 
of the Members. I will be on the floor 
the next couple of days talking about 
it. I hope to get a good cosponsorship 
list, but I do hope that the relevant 
committees immediately take up this 
bill and get it to the floor so that we 
can save as much money as possible for 
the people who are stuck with this dis-
ease. 

The final point I am going to bring 
up tonight is concerning border secu-
rity. It is an issue that, because of the 
COVID, has been pushed to the back-
ground. But pushed to the background 
or not, it remains to be important for 
this country. 

No country can continue to exist if 
they have open borders and unlimited 
and unvetted people continue to come 
here. 

Now, there are people who come here 
whom we do not expect to come here, 
who are caught or who come in contact 
with the border security, and there are 
other people who sneak across the bor-
der. They are never contacted by bor-
der security because, quite frankly, we 
have a shortage of agents, though they 
are caught on cameras. 

A year ago in May, right now about 
15 months ago, 16 months ago, about 
90,000 people came into contact with 
the Border Patrol and were allowed in 
this country—people who were not 
coming here through the normal immi-
gration channels. Since that time—it is 
something that has been underpub-
licized, and quite frankly, it ought to 
be more publicized by President Trump 
himself because he is not afraid to pub-
licize his successes—we have dropped 
from 90,000 people to under 2,000 people 
coming into contact with our Border 
Patrol and let in the country. 

This has been done by three things, 
all underpublicized. 

One, President Trump, in part by 
talking about tariffs—I believe, maybe 
not—has gotten the Mexican Govern-
ment to agree to hold people on the 
Mexican side of the border instead of 
having people who are asking for asy-
lum come to the United States and be 
released into the American interior 
where we never see them again. 

b 1745 

We all know that some of these peo-
ple are probably drug-running. We 
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know that some of these people are 
breaking the law. And we know that 
some of these people are going to wind 
up on some sort of public assistance. 
So we salute President Trump for 
reaching an agreement and holding 
people south of the border. 

The next thing President Trump has 
done is he has contacted the countries 
in Central America, Guatemala, El Sal-
vador, and Honduras and made sure 
they are holding more people of not 
only their own nations, but people fur-
ther south in their countries rather 
than allowing them into Mexico. 

Now, the United States does provide 
foreign aid to these countries, and I 
think it is important that we maintain 
good relations with these countries. 
But I think it has been under-pub-
licized that President Trump, through 
negotiations with these countries, is 
further decreasing the number of peo-
ple who are coming into this country 
who we do not necessarily want to have 
come into this country. 

And the final situation, is now people 
coming into this country, who may 
have COVID, are immediately turned 
around and told to go back home. 

So you combine these three things, 
and you go from about 90,000 people 
coming into contact with the border 
patrol and being allowed in here to—I 
am told—under 1,000. It is almost too 
good to believe. But that is what hap-
pens when you have a man of action, a 
person who is committed to holding 
people south of the border. 

This is particularly true because in 
the future, we have people talking 
about giving people coming across the 
border free healthcare. We already 
know—unless you are blind—that peo-
ple are taking advantage of public ben-
efits who are coming here illegally. 

So I think at a time when there is so 
much bad news out of government, we 
ought to pay attention to exactly what 
happened when we went over 90,000 to 
certainly under 2,000—and maybe under 
1,000 people—allowed in the country. I 
will point out that this does not in-
clude people who do not come in con-
tact with the border patrol. And in the 
year that is wrapping up, we estimate 
that about 10,000 people have come in 
here without contact with the border 
patrol. We know this because we have 
cameras taking pictures of people 
sneaking across the border. We do not 
have enough border control to turn 
these people around. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank 
the border patrol for the number of 
pounds of cocaine, methamphetamines, 
and fentanyl which they have turned 
around at the border in the most re-
cent year. That is certainly a degree of 
success. I know fentanyl, in particular, 
has been the newest lately, and I wish 
Congress would pay much closer atten-
tion to the people who are dying of 
fentanyl overdoses this year as the 
number of people who are dying of 
other unfortunate incidents. 

In any event, those are three things I 
want the American public to pay atten-

tion to. I, again, emphasize the impor-
tance of taking vitamin D. 

I emphasize the importance of get-
ting biosimilars to the market so that 
we can save money for the poor people 
who have to take insulin. 

And I salute the border patrol and 
the administration for all they have 
done in greatly decreasing the number 
of people who are coming into this 
country illegally. 

Now, of course, in the Chamber 
today, we have many different people. 
And I am prepared to ask to adjourn, 
but if the people in the front of the 
room would rather hear a little bit 
more about fenofibrates, I would be 
happy to talk about fenofibrates. 

Do you want to hear about 
fenofibrates? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 
gentleman yield back? 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield the remainder of my time and ask 
for adjournment. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4(b) of House Resolution 
967, the House stands adjourned until 9 
a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon (at 5 o’clock and 49 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, September 17, 2020, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

5277. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter authorizing four 
officers to wear the insignia of the grade of 
brigadier general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
777(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) 
(as added by Public Law 108-136, Sec. 
509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

5278. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Bradford 
J. Shwedo, United States Air Force, and his 
advancement to the grade of lieutenant gen-
eral on the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

5279. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting an authorization of 
Major General Paul T. Calvert, United 
States Army, to wear the insignia of the 
grade of Lieutenant general, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 777a(b)(4); Public Law 111-383, Sec. 
505(a)(1); (124 Stat. 4208); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

5280. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting authorization of the 
three officers whose names appear on the en-
closed list to wear the insignia of the grade 
of brigadier general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
777(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) 
(as added by Public Law 108-136, Sec. 
509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

5281. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s Major final rule — Covered Broker- 
Dealer Provisions Under Title II of the Dodd- 
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act (RIN: 3064-AE39) received 
September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

5282. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Distance Education and 
Innovation [Docket ID: ED-2018-OPE-0076] 
(RIN: 1840-AD38) received September 14, 2020, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

5283. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
General Counsel, Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services, Department of 
Education, transmitting the Department’s 
final priority and definitions — State Per-
sonnel Development Grants [ED-2019-OSERS- 
0001] received September 14, 2020, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. 

5284. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
General Counsel, Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services, Department of 
Education, transmitting the Department’s 
final priorities and definitions — Inde-
pendent Living Services for Older Individ-
uals Who Are Blind- Training and Technical 
Assistance [Docket ID: ED-2020-OSERS-0009] 
received September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. 

5285. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
General Counsel, Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services, Department of 
Education, transmitting the Department’s 
final priorities, requirements and definitions 
— Rehabilitation Training: Vocational Reha-
bilitation Technical Assistance Center-Qual-
ity Management; and Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Technical Assistance Center-Quality 
Employment [ED-2020-OSERS-0104] received 
September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

5286. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
General Counsel, Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services, Department of 
Education, transmitting the Department’s 
final priorities — Rehabilitation Training: 
Innovative Rehabilitation Training Program 
[Docket ID: ED-2019-OSERS-0163] received 
September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

5287. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting the 
Corporation’s final rule — Benefits Payable 
in Terminated Single-Employer Plans; Inter-
est Assumptions For Paying Benefits re-
ceived September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. 

5288. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Rev-
ocation of the Test for Mycoplasma [Docket 
No.: FDA-2018-N-4757] (RIN: 0910-AH95) re-
ceived September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

5289. A letter from the Deputy Chief, Auc-
tions Division, Office of Economics and Ana-
lytics, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
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rule — Auction of Flexible-Use Service Li-
censes in the 3.7-3.98 GHz Band for Next-Gen-
eration Wireless Services; Notice and Filing 
Requirements, Minimum Opening Bids, Up-
front Payments, and Other Procedures for 
Auction 107 Scheduled to Begin December 8, 
2020 [AU Docket No.: 20-25; FCC 20-110] re-
ceived September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

5290. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of a discontinuation of service in acting 
role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 
105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

5291. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion a discontinuation of service in acting 
role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 
105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

5292. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Office of General Counsel, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting a notification 
a discontinuation of service in acting role, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105- 
277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform. 

5293. A letter from the General Counsel, Of-
fice of Management and Budget, Executive 
Office of the President, transmitting two no-
tifications of a federal vacancy, a designa-
tion of acting officer, a nomination, and an 
action on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform. 

5294. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, Of-
fice of Regulations and Administrative Law, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Special Local Regu-
lation; Potomac River, Between Jones Point, 
VA, and National Harbor, MD [Docket Num-
ber: USCG-2020-0245] (RIN: 1625-AA08) re-
ceived September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

5295. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, Of-
fice of Regulations and Administrative Law, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Special Local Regu-
lation; North Atlantic Ocean, Ocean City, 
MD [Docket Number: USCG-2020-0361] (RIN: 
1625-AA08) received September 14, 2020, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

5296. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting the Department’s tem-
porary final rule — Safety Zone; I-5 Bridge 
Construction Project, Columbia River, Van-
couver, WA [Docket Number: USCG-2020- 
0247] (RIN: 1625-AA00] received September 14, 
2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

5297. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, CG- 
LRA, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Person in Charge of 
Fuel Transfers [Docket No.: USCG-2018-0493] 
(RIN: 1625-AC50) received September 14, 2020, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

5298. A letter from the Legal Tech, CG- 
LRA, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-

partment’s temporary final rule — Safety 
Zone; Dolan Fireworks, Lake Erie, 
Bratenahl, OH [Docket No.: USCG-2020-0532] 
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received September 14, 2020, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

5299. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting the Department’s tem-
porary final rule — Special Local Regula-
tion; Cumberland River, Hendersonville, TN 
[Docket Number: USCG-2020-0518] (RIN: 1625- 
AA08) received September 14, 2020, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

5300. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator for Policy, Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Passenger Carrier No-De-
fect Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports 
[Docket No.: FMCSA-2019-0075] (RIN: 2126- 
AC29) received September 14, 2020, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

5301. A letter from the Chairman, Surface 
Transportation Board, transmitting the 
Board’s final rule — Market Dominance 
Streamlined Approach [Docket No.: EP 756] 
received September 14, 2020, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. NADLER: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 6100. A bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to clarify the criminal-
ization of female genital mutilation, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 116–506). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. NADLER: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 5546. A bill to regulate monitoring 
of electronic communications between an in-
carcerated person in a Bureau of Prisons fa-
cility and that person’s attorney or other 
legal representative, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 116–507). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. NADLER: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 2733. A bill to direct the Attorney 
General to review, revise, and develop law 
enforcement and justice protocols appro-
priate to address missing and murdered Indi-
ans, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 116–508, Pt. 1). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. NADLER: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 2438. A bill to increase intergovern-
mental coordination to identify and combat 
violent crime within Indian lands and of In-
dians; with an amendment (Rept. 116–509, Pt. 
1). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on Natural Resources dis-
charged from further consideration 
H.R. 2438 referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 
Committee on Natural Resources dis-

charged from further consideration. 
H.R. 2733 referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. GOSAR: 
H.R. 8264. A bill to amend chapter 2003 of 

title 54, United States Code, to protect ma-
jority federally owned counties from loss of 
taxable acreage, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CHABOT: 
H.R. 8265. A bill to amend the Small Busi-

ness Act and the CARES Act to establish a 
program for second draw loans and make 
other modifications to the paycheck protec-
tion program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Judiciary, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Mrs. LOWEY, 
Ms. TITUS, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. WALDEN, Mr. 
SCHRADER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. 
PAYNE, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Mr. STANTON, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Ms. FINKENAUER, Mr. 
LIPINSKI, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. 
SIRES, Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. ROUDA, 
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. COSTA, Ms. JOHN-
SON of Texas, Mr. COHEN, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, 
Ms. ESHOO, and Ms. LOFGREN): 

H.R. 8266. A bill to modify the Federal cost 
share of certain emergency assistance pro-
vided under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, to 
modify the activities eligible for assistance 
under the emergency declaration issued by 
the President on March 13, 2020 relating to 
COVID-19, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself, Mr. 
WALBERG, Mr. COOPER, Mr. DAVID P. 
ROE of Tennessee, Mr. KIND, and Mr. 
MULLIN): 

H.R. 8267. A bill to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to modify the defi-
nition of water heater under energy con-
servation standards, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. ESCOBAR: 
H.R. 8268. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to furnish mental and behav-
ioral health care to certain individuals dis-
charged or released from the active military, 
naval, or air service under conditions other 
than honorable, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. ESCOBAR: 
H.R. 8269. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to conduct annual surveys 
of veterans on experiences obtaining hospital 
care and medical services from medical fa-
cilities of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. SPEIER (for herself, Mr. 
MULLIN, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. 
CARTER of Texas, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. 
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OLSON, Mr. CISNEROS, Mr. 
BALDERSON, Mr. CROW, Mr. HURD of 
Texas, Mr. KIM, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, 
Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
HASTINGS, Mr. MALINOWSKI, Mr. 
VELA, Ms. NORTON, Mr. BEYER, Mr. 
CUELLAR, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mrs. 
HAYES, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. OCASIO- 
CORTEZ, Ms. HAALAND, Mrs. CAROLYN 
B. MALONEY of New York, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. 
RASKIN, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. 
GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. PANETTA, 
Ms. SCANLON, Ms. ESHOO, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. SIRES, Mrs. WATSON 
COLEMAN, Ms. KUSTER of New Hamp-
shire, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. ROSE of New 
York, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. KENDRA S. 
HORN of Oklahoma, Ms. CASTOR of 
Florida, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Ms. 
PINGREE, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. LEE of 
California, Mr. WELCH, Mrs. TORRES 
of California, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. 
CORREA, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. 
O’HALLERAN, Ms. SPANBERGER, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, 
Mrs. LESKO, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, 
Mr. COURTNEY, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California, Ms. 
FRANKEL, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. COOPER, 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, Ms. MOORE, Ms. WILSON of 
Florida, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, 
Mr. HECK, Ms. MENG, Ms. KAPTUR, 
Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. WILD, Mr. RUP-
PERSBERGER, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
TAKANO, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. BRENDAN F. 
BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. EVANS, 
Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. TRONE, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. COX of 
California, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, 
Mrs. BUSTOS, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. HIGGINS 
of New York, Mr. CRIST, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. TED LIEU of 
California, and Mr. BRINDISI): 

H.R. 8270. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to improve the responses of the 
Department of Defense to sex-related of-
fenses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. HAALAND (for herself, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, and Mr. MCEACHIN): 

H.R. 8271. A bill to provide supplemental 
appropriations for the cleanup of legacy pol-
lution, including National Priority List 
sites, certain abandoned coal mining sites, 
and formerly used defense sites, to replace 
lead drinking water service lines, to provide 
grants under certain programs, and to amend 
the Clean Air Act to prohibit the issuance of 
new major source air pollution permits in 
overburdened communities, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Appropria-
tions, and in addition to the Committee on 
the Budget, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 8272. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to prohibit physically impeding 
an ambulance from providing emergency 
medical treatment, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. JOHNSON of Texas: 
H.R. 8273. A bill to establish programs and 

authorities to facilitate the commercial ap-
plication of clean energy and related tech-
nologies in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. KIND (for himself and Mr. GAL-
LAGHER): 

H.R. 8274. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to establish the Dairy Pricing 

and Policy Commission, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. MCCARTHY (for himself, Mr. 
LEVIN of California, Mr. DAVID P. ROE 
of Tennessee, Mr. BANKS, Mr. 
BERGMAN, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. BOST, Mr. 
DUNN, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. CALVERT, 
Mr. MEUSER, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. 
COOK, and Mrs. RADEWAGEN): 

H.R. 8275. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, and the Honoring America’s 
Veterans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Fami-
lies Act of 2012, to make certain enhance-
ments to grants and agreements between the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and entities 
that provide services to homeless veterans; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and 
in addition to the Committee on Financial 
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. MURPHY of Florida (for her-
self, Mr. CRENSHAW, and Mr. WALTZ): 

H.R. 8276. A bill to authorize the President 
to posthumously award the Medal of Honor 
to Alwyn C. Cashe for acts of valor during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr. 
ENGEL): 

H.R. 8277. A bill to amend the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 to provide for consultation 
with State, Tribal, and local governments, 
the consideration of State, Tribal, and local 
concerns, and the approval of post-shutdown 
decommissioning activities reports by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committees on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and Financial 
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. WENSTRUP: 
H.R. 8278. A bill to require the disclosure of 

determinations with respect to which Con-
gressional staff will be required to obtain 
health insurance coverage through an Ex-
change; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. 

By Mr. ZELDIN (for himself and Mr. 
FOSTER): 

H.R. 8279. A bill to establish and support a 
quantum network infrastructure research 
and development program at the Department 
of Energy and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. HURD of Texas (for himself, 
Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CHABOT, 
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
BAIRD, Mr. CLOUD, and Mr. CON-
NOLLY): 

H. Con. Res. 116. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress with respect 
to the principles that should guide the na-
tional artificial intelligence strategy of the 
United States; to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, and in addition to 
the Committees on Education and Labor, 
Oversight and Reform, Foreign Affairs, En-
ergy and Commerce, and Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. TIFFANY: 
H. Con. Res. 117. Concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of Congress that the 
United States should resume normal diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan, negotiate a bi-
lateral free trade agreement with Taiwan, 
and support Taiwan’s membership in inter-
national organizations; to the Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. CONAWAY (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAUL, Mr. MCCARTHY, Mr. HURD of 
Texas, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. BABIN, Mr. 
TAYLOR, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. 
ARRINGTON, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. 
ROY, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. 
GOODEN, Mr. FLORES, Mr. CRENSHAW, 
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ of Texas, Mr. GREEN of Texas, 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. GRANGER, 
and Mr. WILLIAMS): 

H. Res. 1115. A resolution calling for the 
immediate release of Trevor Reed, a United 
States citizen who was unjustly sentenced to 
9 years in a Russian prison; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER: 
H. Res. 1116. A resolution providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 7664) to permit 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration to deem certain nonprofit orga-
nizations serving developmentally disabled 
individuals as eligible to participate in the 
paycheck protection program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. PAYNE (for himself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
Mr. SAN NICOLAS, and Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois): 

H. Res. 1117. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of September 2020 as 
Peripheral Artery Disease Awareness Month; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

By Mr. PAYNE (for himself, Mr. 
MULLIN, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. MALINOWSKI, 
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. HASTINGS, 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Ms. LEE of 
California, Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, 
Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. RYAN, 
Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. SAN NICOLAS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS, and Mr. SIRES): 

H. Res. 1118. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of September 2020 as 
‘‘National Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Month’’; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements. are 
submitted regarding. the specific pow-
ers granted to Congress in the Con-
stitution to enact the accompanying 
bill or joint resolution. 

By Mr. GOSAR: 
H.R. 8264. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. CHABOT: 
H.R. 8265. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. DEFAZIO: 
H.R. 8266. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1, Clause 3, and 

Clause 18 of the Constitution. 
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By Mrs. DINGELL: 

H.R. 8267. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

By Ms. ESCOBAR: 
H.R. 8268. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Constitutional Authority—Necessary and 

Proper Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18) 
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE I, 

SECTION 8: POWERS OF CONGRESS, 
CLAUSE 18 

The Congress shall have power ... To make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing 
powers, and all other powers vested by this 
Constitution in the government of the 
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof. 

By Ms. ESCOBAR: 
H.R. 8269. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Constitutional Authority—Necessary and 

Proper Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18) 
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE I, 

SECTION 8: POWERS OF CONGRESS, 
CLAUSE 18 

The Congress shall have power ... To make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing 
powers, and all other powers vested by this 
Constitution in the government of the 
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof. 

By Ms. SPEIER: 
H.R. 8270. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

By Ms. HAALAND: 
H.R. 8271. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 8272. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S.C. Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. JOHNSON of Texas: 
H.R. 8273. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. KIND: 

H.R. 8274. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. MCCARTHY: 
H.R. 8275. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 12 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 13 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mrs. MURPHY of Florida: 
H.R. 8276. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, which gives Congress 

the power to provide for the common defense 
and general welfare of the United States; to 
raise and support armies; and to make all 
laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing 

By Mr. WELCH: 
H.R. 8277. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power To . . . make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof.. 

By Mr. WENSTRUP: 
H.R. 8278. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 9, Clause 7 

By Mr. ZELDIN: 
H.R. 8279. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS TO PUBLIC 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 125: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 594: Mr. STIVERS. 
H.R. 683: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 832: Mr. STEIL. 
H.R. 989: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 1034: Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee 

and Mr. BURCHETT. 
H.R. 1108: Mr. YARMUTH and Mr. HOLDING. 
H.R. 1130: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 1224: Mr. HORSFORD and Mr. MCKIN-

LEY. 
H.R. 1450: Mr. DELGADO and Mr. DANNY K. 

DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 1560: Ms. SHERRILL. 
H.R. 1857: Mr. DELGADO. 
H.R. 1873: Ms. FINKENAUER. 
H.R. 2031: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 2168: Mr. GOLDEN. 
H.R. 2295: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 2442: Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. 

GARCÍA of Illinois, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. 
FUDGE, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. 
ESHOO, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. 
MCADAMS, Ms. STEVENS, Ms. WEXTON, Mr. 
MEEKS, Ms. FRANKEL, and Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois. 

H.R. 2453: Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. RICE of South 
Carolina, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. HIGGINS of Lou-
isiana, and Mr. NORMAN. 

H.R. 2653: Mr. VAN DREW and Ms. KAPTUR. 
H.R. 3086: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 3114: Mr. PALLONE, Mr. ALLRED, Mr. 

BRINDISI, and Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 3548: Mr. MAST. 
H.R. 3570: Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. SPANBERGER, 

Mr. VEASEY, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. NEAL, Mr. 
DELGADO, Mr. CLYBURN, and Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois. 

H.R. 3572: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 3771: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 3797: Mr. CASTEN of Illinois. 
H.R. 3821: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 3969: Mr. MAST. 
H.R. 4172: Mr. BOST and Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 4549: Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. 
H.R. 4924: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 5046: Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 5086: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 5098: Ms. FINKENAUER. 
H.R. 5141: Mr. LYNCH, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. 

ESPAILLAT, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. CRIST, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Ms. 
FUDGE, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. CROW, Mr. SUOZZI, 
Mr. CISNEROS, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Ms. PORTER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. 
MCADAMS, Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. 
WEXTON, Ms. BASS, Mr. MEEKS, and Mr. SOTO. 

H.R. 5194: Ms. DEAN and Mr. GRIJALVA. 

H.R. 5427: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 5589: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. 
H.R. 5605: Mr. NORMAN, Mr. KELLY of Mis-

sissippi, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, 
Mr. SPANO, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. GOMEZ, 
and Mr. BURCHETT. 

H.R. 5610: Mr. WESTERMAN. 
H.R. 5701: Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. 
H.R. 5754: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. 
H.R. 5995: Ms. FUDGE and Mr. CISNEROS. 
H.R. 6032: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 6195: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 6425: Ms. FINKENAUER. 
H.R. 6563: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 6626: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 6645: Ms. WEXTON. 
H.R. 6794: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 6829: Mr. SPANO, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 

KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. CROW, Mrs. 
BUSTOS, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. UPTON, and Mr. 
BURCHETT. 

H.R. 6833: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 6919: Ms. ESHOO. 
H.R. 6934: Mrs. TORRES of California and 

Mr. GOODEN. 
H.R. 7024: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 7039: Mr. STEUBE, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, 

and Mr. BUCHANAN. 
H.R. 7040: Mr. STEUBE, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, 

and Mr. BUCHANAN. 
H.R. 7052: Mr. SWALWELL of California and 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. 
H.R. 7071: Mr. AGUILAR and Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 7072: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 7078: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 7154: Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York. 
H.R. 7233: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 7490: Mr. GOODEN. 
H.R. 7499: Mr. LARSEN of Washington. 
H.R. 7564: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 7565: Ms. FRANKEL. 
H.R. 7620: Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms. KENDRA S. 

HORN of Oklahoma, and Mr. GUEST. 
H.R. 7632: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 7642: Ms. GABBARD, Mrs. LURIA, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr. Danny K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois. 

H.R. 7666: Mrs. WALORSKI. 
H.R. 7690: Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 7739: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 7749: Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. 
H.R. 7759: Mr. EMMER. 
H.R. 7766: Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. 
H.R. 7809: Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. WILSON of 

South Carolina, Mr. GOODEN, Mr. WEBSTER of 
Florida, Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, and 
Mr. HASTINGS. 

H.R. 7821: Mr. VEASEY, Mr. LEVIN of Cali-
fornia, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York, and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 

H.R. 7832: Ms. GRANGER. 
H.R. 7839: Mr. WENSTRUP. 
H.R. 7910: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 7919: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 7961: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 8030: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 8031: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 8044: Mr. FOSTER and Mr. BISHOP of 

Georgia. 
H.R. 8109: Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 8113: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 8171: Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 8180: Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. 

GALLAGHER, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, and Mr. 
GROTHMAN. 

H.R. 8200: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 8201: Mr. SPANO. 
H.R. 8254: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. 
H. Res. 908: Mr. GARAMENDI and Mr. CRIST. 
H. Res. 1078: Ms. PINGREE. 
H. Res. 1110: Mr. ZELDIN and Mr. ROSE of 

New York. 
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