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ceremony at the White House where the two 
Arab nations signed an agreement to nor-
malize relations and make peace with Israel. 

Make no mistake, this is a historical 
achievement and I want to congratulate all 
parties, especially President Trump, on this 
major accomplishment to bring peace to the 
region. 

To put it lightly, Israel is in a bad neighbor-
hood with many state and non-state actors 
who wish nothing more than to bring death 
and destruction to Israel. 

However, we know that violence is not the 
answer and we will only bring peace to the re-
gion through careful and deliberate negotia-
tions. Yesterday is an example of that diplo-
macy and a step in the right direction. 

Israel is and always has been our strongest 
ally in the middle east. The United States 
must always continue to support Israel by pro-
viding necessary resources for their protection, 
as well as diplomatic support to achieve a 
lasting peace. 

I am proud of the efforts made here and will 
continue to do everything in my power to sup-
port our ally Israel and bring peace to the Mid-
dle East. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and passing of a gentle 
caring soul. As August turned to September, 
Louis Escobar entered eternal life. 

Louis was a role model to many young peo-
ple and a mentor to many in the LGBTQ com-
munity. The first Latino elected to Toledo City 
Council, he served three years as Council 
President. 

Louis’ servant’s heart led him to involvement 
in a wide array of Toledo Area community or-
ganizations including Northwest State Commu-
nity College, the AIDS Resource Center, The 
Fair Housing Center, Toledo Sister Cities, To-
ledo/Lucas County Homelessness Board, the 
Latino Arts Council, the Latino/Hispanic Alli-
ance of Greater Toledo, Stonewall Democrats, 
St. Paul’s Community Center, the Area Office 
on Aging and many others. Always, his life 
was helping others to rise. 

Louis was born to Nancy and Peter 
Escobar. He graduated from Central Catholic 
High School in Toledo, then went on to earn 
his bachelor’s degree from St. Mary’s College, 
a Master of Divinity from SS Cyril and 
Methodius Seminary, and a Master of Arts de-
gree from the University of Detroit. A loving 
and deeply spiritual seminarian, he was or-
dained to the priesthood in 1976 and served 
St. Joseph Tiffin, St. Agnes Toledo, and St. 
Joseph Maumee parishes. He taught at Cen-
tral Catholic and Tiffin Calvert high schools. 
Later, Louis worked as a counselor and proba-
tion officer, for the HIV/AIDS Task Force, in 
community mental health through the Zepf 
Center, Latino empowerment with Adelante, 
serving the most vulnerable while at La Po-
sada, and at Owens Corning and the Univer-
sity of Toledo. 

We offer his companion, his mother and 
brothers, nieces and nephews and many dear 

friends our compassion and sympathy. As 
they mourn Louis’ loss, may they find comfort 
and strength in his memories and his teach-
ings. 

Louis Escobar was a kind, gentle, intelligent, 
brave and pioneering soul who endured deep 
illness for a very long time with such dignity 
and bearing. His struggles as a gay man in 
the Catholic Church where he desired to be-
come a priest, and as a rising Latino leader 
were prophetic and huge. He never yielded as 
a standard bearer for truth and social justice. 
His election and steady, honorable service on 
City Council rising as its president became 
part of America’s transformative social and po-
litical change toward human rights and liberty 
and equality for all. Louis Escobar lived the 
change he knew in his heart was essential for 
humankind to advance the reality of the 
human condition. His lifelong partner Kelly 
cared for him throughout his long illness and 
set the standard for love and fealty to family. 
Our community mourns his loss and ex-
presses its deep gratitude for his courage, 
love, service, and sacrifice. 

A U.S. flag is being flown over the U.S. 
Capitol in honor of his life. 
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Mr. KIM. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the Moorestown 8U baseball team, 
who on August 26, 2020, became the eight- 
year-old Southern New Jersey Baseball State 
Champions. 

Led by Coach Andy Berman and Assistant 
Coaches Geoff Degener, Dustin Jerdan, and 
Ron Obermeier, the Moorestown 8U baseball 
team displayed incredible perseverance all 
season amidst a global pandemic. Their 
countless hours of practice, dedication to safe-
ty, and commitment to their teammates led 
them to win Moorestown 8U Baseball Team’s 
first State Championship while staying safe 
and healthy. Throughout the entire season 
they dominated their opposition, losing only 
one game and making it to the State Final, 
which they won 9 to 2. 

I congratulate team members Ben Berman, 
Braden Castner, Austin Degener, Jack 
Finazzo, Jace Jerdan, Jack Krumins, Shane 
Krumins, Matt Laufer, Brett Obermeier, 
Eshaan Panchal, Alex Seamon, and Nate 
Seibel on their incredible season and state 
championship. 

I’m proud to be able to celebrate the suc-
cess of some of the talented student-athletes 
from New Jersey’s Third District. I want to 
congratulate the entire coaching staff, the 
team, and their parents on their tremendous 
season. 

LENNY KRAWCHECK 
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service of Lenny 
Krawcheck to the city of Charleston in his time 
as the chair of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
In his more than four decades on the board, 
Lenny played a critical role in shaping 
Charleston into the destination it is today, a 
consummate tourist attraction that has never 
lost its charm or sense of self. 

Lenny became chairman of the board in 
1979 at the request of Mayor Joe Riley. Dur-
ing his tenure he helped revitalize the city, 
while staying true to Charleston’s unique his-
tory and culture. Lenny quickly developed a 
reputation as a knowledgeable and fair arbiter. 
Even if folks disagreed with the final decision 
made by the Board of Zoning Appeals, they 
respected Lenny’s integrity and commitment to 
do right by the city. 

As he leaves public service to focus on his 
personal life, the city of Charleston owes 
Lenny Krawcheck an enormous debt of grati-
tude. 
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Mr. BRINDISI. Madam Speaker, I missed a 
vote on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 as I 
was at the White House Ceremony for the 
signing of the historic Abraham Accords. Had 
I been present, I would have voted as follows: 
Roll Call Vote No. 186 On Agreeing to H. Res. 
1107, YEA. 
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Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Linda Cassarly for 
her generous efforts to beautify Altoona, 
Pennsylvania and honor our military commu-
nity. 

Ms. Cassarly has been a seamstress serv-
ing the Greater Altoona area for years. Re-
cently, she volunteered her time and talents to 
refurbish, Christmas wreaths that the City of 
Altoona uses to decorate the downtown area 
for the holidays. 

In addition to her wreath project, Ms. 
Cassarly has helped to refurbish military 
monuments around the city. As the mother of 
a combat veteran, she understands the impor-
tance of preserving these tributes to those 
who have served our country. To honor the re-
gion’s military community, Ms. Cassarly refur-
bished the area surrounding a memorial 
plaque on Juniata Street in Altoona, made two 
‘‘Quilts of Honor’’ with the names of Penn-
sylvanians who were killed in action in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and created banners for thir-
teen Gold Star families in Pennsylvania. Her 
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