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Identifying signs from the outset is 

critical so that it can be treated and 
stopped before further spread. I am im-
mensely grateful to be alive today, 
thanks to early detection. 

I encourage all men in the 25th Dis-
trict to talk with their healthcare pro-
viders and participate in regular 
screenings. 

I am committed to helping win the 
fight against cancer, and together, we 
can beat this disease. 

In God we trust. 
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BEING BETTER STEWARDS OF 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, natural disasters ripping 
through the Nation today are urgent 
reminders that we must be better stew-
ards of the natural environment, in-
cluding the Great Lakes. 

Yet, recent actions of the Trump ad-
ministration’s Environmental Protec-
tion Agency do just the opposite. 

In August, the EPA issued a rule al-
lowing the release of toxic metals, like 
arsenic and mercury, into lakes, rivers, 
and streams near power plants that use 
them. 

This is the wrong strategy and is bad 
for America and bad for Americans. 
For decades, communities across west-
ern New York have been working to-
gether to bring back waterways, like 
the Buffalo River, that were once de-
clared ecologically dead due to toxic 
industrial pollution. 

Successful efforts like the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative solidified 
the Federal role to improve water qual-
ity in the Great Lakes, restore aquatic 
habitat, and provide new recreational 
opportunities for all. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly oppose 
the EPA’s destructive policies, and I 
urge my colleagues to recommit them-
selves to prioritizing long-term sus-
tainability of the natural environment. 
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HONORING EDWARD M. 
BARTHOLOMEW, JR. 

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Edward M. Bar-
tholomew, Jr., for his life of service to 
the city of Glens Falls, Warren County, 
and the entire north country region. 

Ed served in many important roles 
over the course of his over-40-year ca-
reer. He was elected mayor of the city 
of Glens Falls at the age of 28. He set 
to work revitalizing the community, 
making the civic center a success, 
building a modern baseball park, im-
proving critical infrastructure, and es-
tablishing the Greater Glens Falls 
Transit System. 

He cemented his reputation as some-
one who can grasp all aspects of a chal-

lenge and accomplish his objectives de-
spite daunting obstacles. 

In 2010, after spending time in the 
State senate, Ed returned to lead the 
Economic Development Corporation of 
Warren County, where he had been 
working tirelessly throughout the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

Ed Bartholomew was an extraor-
dinary leader for the Warren County 
community and beyond. He was an ab-
solute joy and privilege to work with, 
and he will be sorely missed. 

I am honored to recognize his leader-
ship in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on 
behalf of New York’s 21st Congres-
sional District. Our prayers go out to 
his friends and family during this dif-
ficult time. 
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CELEBRATING PHILADELPHIA GAY 
NEWS 

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate one of the long-
est running weekly newspapers in 
Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Gay 
News, which has been dedicated to lift-
ing the voices of the LGBTQ commu-
nity since 1976. 

PGN was founded by a pioneer for the 
LGBTQ community, Mark Segal, and 
has provided reliable and accessible 
news ever since. 

PGN has been at the heart of the 
fight for equality, diving into the chal-
lenges facing LGBTQ people and lifting 
up their vices. 

At the height of the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, PGN was vital to ensuring peo-
ple had the information and resources 
they needed to make informed deci-
sions about their safety, health, and 
well-being. 

Today, PGN is the largest East Coast 
LGBTQ newspaper, with over 25,000 
weekly readers. In a recent interview, 
Mr. Segal said that this journey was 
not without struggle. ‘‘At times, we 
had to fight to keep the doors open,’’ 
but PGN pressed on. 

In March, PGN was awarded a histor-
ical marker to honor the remarkable 
impact this paper has had. Just last 
week, PGN was awarded the best over-
all nondaily newspaper by the Society 
of Professional Journalists. 

We are grateful for the leadership of 
Philadelphia Gay News and its founder, 
Mark Segal. 

To the entire PGN family, congratu-
lations, and keep making good trouble. 
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
FARIS VIRANI 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, in his 9 
years with us, Faris Virani used his 
short life to paint a masterpiece. 

At 6 years old, he was told he had 
Ewing sarcoma, a deadly, aggressive 
form of childhood cancer. He never 
complained or asked, ‘‘Why me?’’ He 
was thankful to God for the gift of life. 

When his family and friends felt 
down, he picked them up with his 
trademark line, ‘‘Let’s go with the 
flow.’’ Faris and his mom, Asha, going 
with the flow. 

He knew his short life was going to 
make this world better, and that life 
became the force behind his Ewing Sar-
coma Center at Texas Children’s Hos-
pital that bears his name. 

He was frustrated that every Sep-
tember Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month and its gold color were largely 
forgotten by the American people. He 
said: ‘‘Mom, when I grow up, I will let 
there be gold.’’ 

Faris, we hear you and, in unison, we 
say, ‘‘Let there be gold.’’ 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I will 
say, in memory of Faris, please, let 
there be gold. Celebrate this young 
man’s life. 

God bless Faris Virani. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF NORMANDIA 
MALDONADO 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in recognition of a great lady, 
Normandia Maldonado, an icon in Do-
minican culture, and my bill, H.R. 3870, 
which renames the post office located 
at 511 West 165th Street in Washington 
Heights, New York, in her name. The 
bill passed unanimously on this floor. 

Maldonado is renowned for her dec-
ades of artistic leadership within the 
Dominican diaspora in New York City. 
She founded Club Civico y Cultural 
Juan Pablo Duarte and Centro Cultural 
Ballet Quisqueya, as well as helped es-
tablish the first Dominican parade in 
New York City. 

In the wake of the administration’s 
unprecedented attacks on the Postal 
Service, I am honored to enshrine Ms. 
Maldonado’s altruistic spirit, fortitude, 
commitment, and community service 
with this designation. She was the 
queen of merengue, the queen of dance 
and folklore. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP KEEPS PEACE 
PROMISES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, yesterday marks an 
historic turning point for the Middle 
East and north Africa. For the first 
time, Arab nations have pursued peace 
with the Jewish state with the motive 
of friendly relations with Israel—no 
land for peace, no confidence-building 
measures, simply peace in exchange for 
peace for the very first time. 
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