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its employees have histories absent of 
criminal activity, sexual abuse, or any 
other forms of neglect. 

We are facing so many challenges in 
this Nation at this time, but regard-
less, we can never stop working to 
make our children safe. 

I thank my colleague, Senator BURR 
from North Carolina, for leading this 
initiative in the upper Chamber. I 
thank my colleagues in the House for 
doing the same. I look forward to its 
passage here in the House. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for this 
legislation. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER), who has 
been an architect of this piece of legis-
lation. 

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of S. 2683, the Child 
Care Protection Improvement Act, leg-
islation that is essential to the safety 
of millions of American children. 

I am a proud original cosponsor of 
H.R. 3986, which is almost an identical 
companion bill in the House. 

Childcare services play an integral 
role in our society. Families across the 
Nation entrust childcare providers 
with the well-being of their children on 
a daily basis. Every parent deserves the 
peace of mind of knowing that their 
childcare providers are passionate, car-
ing, and above all, qualified. 

While this is the case with a great 
many providers, it is imperative for 
States to be able to effectively conduct 
background checks, especially across 
State lines. 

Faults in our criminal background 
check system can leave our children 
vulnerable to bad actors. No child 
should ever be placed in the care of an 
unqualified or dangerous person. 

S. 2683 will help States address chal-
lenges in implementing background 
checks required under current law, en-
suring our children receive the safest 
and highest quality of care possible. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense legislation. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, the childcare indus-
try is critical to the well-being of 
American families, and each family 
across our Nation deserves to know 
that those who are caring for their 
children have gone through thorough 
and necessary criminal background 
checks. 

The Child Care Protection Improve-
ment Act helps protect children and 
gives parents peace of mind when it 
comes to sending their children to a 
childcare facility. 

This legislation is a perfect example 
of what Congress can accomplish when 
bipartisanship and meaningful collabo-
ration take priority over politics. 

I encourage a ‘‘yes’’ vote on S. 2683. 
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-

ance of my time. 
Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I urge my colleagues to support S. 
2683. We must do everything that we 
can to ensure the safety of our chil-
dren. Families deserve to know that 
their kids are being cared for by quali-
fied providers. 

Before we close out, I thank my col-
leagues, Representatives VAN TAYLOR, 
CINDY AXNE, FRED KELLER, and ABBY 
FINKENAUER for working with me to in-
troduce the House companion for this 
bipartisan legislation. 

It is so great that we were able to 
work together to keep our children 
safe, set them up for educational suc-
cess, and ensure our qualified childcare 
providers have access to the opportuni-
ties they have worked so hard for. 

I also thank the Education and Labor 
Committee staff for their hard work of 
helping us advance this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Georgia (Mrs. 
MCBATH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 2683, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DANNY’S LAW 
Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3659) to establish an Anti- 
Bullying Roundtable to study bullying 
in elementary and secondary schools in 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3659 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
‘‘Danny’s Law’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) This Act is named in honor of Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, who, in August 2016, when he 
was 13 years old, tragically took his own life 
as a direct result of bullying. 

(2) According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, bullying is among 
the most commonly reported discipline prob-
lems in public schools. 

(3) Potential effects of bullying include so-
cial and emotional distress, physical injury, 
and increased risk for lowering academic 
achievement. 
SEC. 2. ANTI-BULLYING ROUNDTABLE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
an independent commission to be known as 
the ‘‘Anti-Bullying Roundtable’’ (in this Act 
referred to as the ‘‘Roundtable’’). 

(b) DUTIES.—The duties of the Roundtable 
shall be to study and report on bullying in 
elementary schools and secondary schools in 
the United States by consulting with State 
educational agencies and local educational 
agencies regarding— 

(1) current policies on bullying; 
(2) teacher education on bullying and bul-

lying prevention policies; 

(3) parent and student education on bul-
lying and bullying prevention policies; 

(4) instances of student violence as a result 
of bullying; 

(5) instances of student self-harm as a re-
sult of bullying; 

(6) preventative measures in place at State 
and local levels; and 

(7) instances of cyberbullying and practices 
for addressing cyberbullying. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Roundtable shall be 

composed of 15 members, appointed as fol-
lows: 

(A) 3 members shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of Education, and those 3 members 
shall represent 3 different categories of 
stakeholders described in paragraph (2). 

(B) 6 members shall be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 3 of 
whom shall be appointed on the rec-
ommendation of the majority leader of the 
House of Representatives, and 3 of whom 
shall be appointed on the recommendation of 
the minority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The Speaker, the majority 
leader, and the minority leader of the House 
of Representatives shall each select individ-
uals who represent at least 3 different cat-
egories of stakeholders described in para-
graph (2). 

(C) 6 members shall be appointed by the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, 3 of 
whom shall be appointed on the rec-
ommendation of the majority leader of the 
Senate, and 3 of whom shall be appointed on 
the recommendation of the minority leader 
of the Senate. The President pro tempore, 
the majority leader, and the minority leader 
of the Senate shall each select individuals 
who represent at least 3 different categories 
of stakeholders described in paragraph (2). 

(D) In appointing members of the Round-
table, the Secretary of Education, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, to 
the extent practicable, shall take into ac-
count all the other nominees to the Round-
table to ensure as many as possible of the 
categories of stakeholders described in para-
graph (2) are represented. 

(2) REPRESENTATION.—The members of the 
Roundtable shall include, to the extent prac-
ticable, at least one representative of each of 
the following: 

(A) Teachers. 
(B) School leaders. 
(C) Parents of schoolchildren. 
(D) Individuals who are at least 16 years of 

age and who have experienced bullying. 
(E) Physicians. 
(F) Child psychologists. 
(G) Paraprofessionals. 
(H) School resource officers or other appro-

priate professionals responsible for school se-
curity. 

(I) Specialized instructional support per-
sonnel. 

(J) Other staff. 
(K) Other individuals with expertise work-

ing with bullied youth. 
(3) CHAIR.—The members of the Roundtable 

shall elect one individual to serve as chair. 
(4) TERMS.—Each member shall be ap-

pointed for the duration of the existence of 
the Roundtable. 

(5) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Round-
table shall be filled in the manner in which 
the original appointment was made under 
paragraph (1) and in accordance with the re-
quirements of paragraph (2). 

(6) PAY.—Members of the Roundtable shall 
serve without pay. 

(d) TIME FRAME FOR FORMATION.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the designated Members of Con-
gress and the Secretary shall appoint the 
members described in subsection (c)(1). 
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(e) POWERS OF ROUNDTABLE.— 
(1) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—The Round-

table may, for the purpose of carrying out 
this section, hold hearings, sit and act at 
times and places, take testimony, and re-
ceive evidence as the Roundtable considers 
appropriate. 

(2) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—Upon re-
quest of the chair of the Roundtable, the 
Secretary of Education shall work with the 
heads of appropriate departments or agencies 
to furnish requested information to the 
Roundtable. 

(3) MAILS.—The Roundtable may use the 
United States mails in the same manner and 
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
Upon request of the Roundtable, the Sec-
retary of Education shall provide to the 
Roundtable the administrative support serv-
ices necessary for the Roundtable to carry 
out its responsibilities under this Act. 

(f) REPORTS.— 
(1) BEST PRACTICES REPORT.—Not later than 

270 days after the date on which the Round-
table has been formed, the Roundtable shall 
submit to the Secretary of Education, and 
the Secretary shall make public, a report on 
best practices concerning bullying, including 
cyberbullying, in elementary schools and 
secondary schools in the United States that 
contains, among other items— 

(A) recommendations for how to prevent 
bullying; 

(B) recommendations for how to best edu-
cate educators, administrators, and all rel-
evant school staff on recognizing bullying; 

(C) recommendations for how parents can 
best address and discuss with their children 
the early warning signs of bullying; 

(D) recommendations for addressing under-
lying causes of bullying behavior; 

(E) recommendations to address bullying 
of at-risk students, including students who 
are at greater risk of self-harm; and 

(F) examples of successful evidence-based 
bullying prevention programming. 

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date on which the Roundtable has 
been formed, the Roundtable shall transmit 
a final report to the Secretary of Education 
and the Congress containing— 

(A) a detailed statement of the findings 
and conclusions of the Roundtable; and 

(B) recommendations for lawmakers re-
garding effective bullying prevention poli-
cies. 

(g) TERMINATION.—The Roundtable shall 
terminate upon submission of the final re-
port pursuant to subsection (f)(2). 

(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—No data ob-
tained under this Act from State educational 
agencies, local educational agencies, Federal 
departments or agencies, or other sources, 
including information described in sub-
section (e)(2), shall include or reveal person-
ally identifiable information about any indi-
vidual. 

(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act, the terms 
‘‘elementary school’’, ‘‘local educational 
agency’’, ‘‘paraprofessional’’, ‘‘parent’’, 
‘‘other staff’’, ‘‘school leader’’, ‘‘secondary 
school’’, ‘‘Secretary’’, ‘‘specialized instruc-
tional support personnel’’, and ‘‘State edu-
cational agency’’ have the meaning given 
those terms, respectively, under section 8101 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. STEVENS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the measure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 

b 1145 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

I was proud to co-introduce this im-
portant legislation with my colleague, 
Congressman MAX ROSE, and I would 
like to start by thanking him for his 
work and leadership on this bill and on 
behalf of Danny and his family. 

In 2016, 13-year-old Daniel 
Fitzpatrick took his life as a direct re-
sult of bullying at school. 

To honor Danny and to help save 
countless other young lives, his family 
committed to advocacy and established 
the Danny’s Angel Network Nurturing 
Youth, DANNY, foundation to raise 
awareness and end bullying in schools. 

One out of every five kids in this 
country experiences bullying. The 
problem has grown and moved from be-
yond the playground to the internet as 
students spend more and more time on-
line. 

Bullying contributes to emotional 
and mental health problems for chil-
dren across this country and, in far too 
many cases, has driven kids to suicide. 
In fact, a recently released CDC report 
stated that suicide of youth ages 10 to 
24 has increased by nearly 60 percent in 
the last 10 years. 

This is an issue that deserves our 
consideration, deserves research, and 
deserves action. We simply must do 
more to prevent bullying and its dev-
astating consequences. 

Danny’s Law would establish an 
antibullying roundtable, a commission 
tasked with studying bullying in ele-
mentary and secondary schools and 
producing a report with best practices 
to address it. 

While we cannot bring back those we 
have lost to bullying and suicide, this 
commission will give schools and edu-
cators the tools to end bullying—some-
thing I hear from my constituents far 
too often, from my schools, from my 
educators—and it will ensure that 
every student can grow and learn in a 
safe and welcoming environment. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 3659, 
Danny’s Law, bipartisan legislation 
that would establish an antibullying 
roundtable to examine bullying in ele-
mentary and secondary schools in the 
United States. 

One-third of the world’s youth are 
bullied. This is a saddening statistic. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, students who 
are bullied are more likely to experi-
ence low self-esteem and isolation, per-
form poorly in school, have fewer 
friends, have a negative view of aca-
demics, and experience physical symp-
toms and mental health issues. 

We all agree that no child should be 
bullied in any school, and as elected 
representatives, we are in a position to 
coordinate on our efforts to support 
our schools in preventing such mis-
treatments. 

The legislation before us today is 
named in honor of Daniel Fitzpatrick, 
a 13-year-old boy who tragically died 
by suicide in August 2016 after being 
bullied by his peers. 

Before taking his own life, Daniel 
wrote a note to his family detailing the 
struggles he faced with bullying and 
the lack of response by his teachers. 
This is heartbreaking, and it is unac-
ceptable. 

Unfortunately, devastating stories 
like Daniel’s are becoming far too com-
mon throughout our country and have 
lasting impacts on American families 
and our communities. 

Today, we are here to act. 
Under Danny’s Law, Members of Con-

gress and the Secretary of Education 
will appoint 15 individuals representing 
a variety of community members with 
insight into bullying and its effects on 
children. These parents, school leaders, 
teachers, school security, and psy-
chologists will serve on an antibullying 
roundtable to consult with State and 
local educational agencies regarding 
the growing issue of bullying and to 
discuss prevention measures to reduce 
its increasing toll on our Nation’s 
youth. 

By addressing the mistreatment and 
harassment of school-age children, we 
can help create a safe learning environ-
ment for students. They are our future. 
We have a vested interest in giving 
families, schools, and communities the 
tools they need to shape young Ameri-
cans to be successful leaders. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
taking action to combat bullying in 
our Nation’s elementary and secondary 
schools, and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
H.R. 3659 for children like Danny and 
millions of others who face bullying 
every single day. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ROSE), the author of 
this bill. 

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I thank, of course, the chair-
man of this committee and my wonder-
ful colleague from Michigan for her 
friendship and her extraordinary lead-
ership. 

I rise today to urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of H.R. 3659, otherwise 
known as Danny’s Law. 
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This bill will establish a roundtable 

of experts and stakeholders to study 
and report on the problem of bullying 
in our schools. 

This isn’t a new problem, but it is 
one that is increasingly more prevalent 
and increasingly more complex. Kids 
today don’t just face bullying at 
school. They bring it home with them 
as well, home on their phones, home on 
their computers. It is all over social 
media. 

Addressing this problem will require 
a head-on commitment nationwide to 
end bullying, one that involves not just 
lawmakers as ourselves, but every sin-
gle person in this Nation, private sec-
tor, public sector, everyone. 

I hope this bill will be a first step to-
ward instilling emotional literacy in 
our young people so that they can see 
the common humanity amongst each 
other and grow to be empathetic 
adults. 

I sincerely hope that we can model 
that behavior as well for them. In 
times like this, when our country is 
growing ever more divided, we need to 
be teaching our children not the art of 
division but how to accept one another, 
respect each other, work with each 
other. 

Danny Fitzpatrick was one of those 
people. He was a boy who loved to love. 
He accepted each person as they are 
and always found in them a shared hu-
manity. 

Society, our society, allowed a beau-
tiful young boy like Danny to be 
bullied so horribly that he took his 
own life at 13 years old. 

This should not happen in America. 
This cannot happen in America, not to 
any family. But his mother, Danny’s 
mother, took her pain and she made it 
her mission to ensure that no other 
family experiences this agony. 

We cannot get Danny back. We can-
not erase his family’s pain. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield an additional 30 seconds to the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam 
Speaker, we cannot get Danny back. 
We cannot erase his family’s pain. But 
what we can do right here is give 
Danny’s life meaning and protect all of 
America’s children, our children, by 
passing this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I once again want to 
thank the staff, Chairman SCOTT, and 
Ranking Member FOXX for bringing 
this overdue bill to the floor. I urge my 
colleagues, on behalf of America’s chil-
dren, to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD). 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
speak in support of H.R. 3659, Danny’s 
Law, and I thank my friends and col-
leagues, MAX ROSE and HALEY STE-
VENS, for introducing this important 
bill. 

Across our communities, a national 
epidemic of suicide has devastated far 
too many families. One of the most 
heartbreaking aspects of this crisis 
concerns the loss of children to suicide, 
often a result of pervasive, over-
whelming bullying by their peers. 

Danny’s Law was named for Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, a 13-year-old boy whose 
experiences with bullying led him to 
take his own life. 

By directing the President to estab-
lish an antibullying roundtable to 
make recommendations pertaining to 
bullying in elementary and secondary 
schools, this legislation would make 
ending bullying a national priority. 

People of all ages, including children, 
suffer from the effects of unmet mental 
health needs, with consequences that 
can be dire. In taking the issue of sui-
cide among children out of the shad-
ows, we can begin to overcome the stig-
ma around mental health challenges, 
which remain far too prevalent in our 
society. 

In addition to the sometimes extreme 
consequences of pervasive bullying, 
students who are bullied by their class-
mates are not able to fully pursue their 
education or receive equal access to 
the academic and social opportunities 
their schools provide. Preventing and 
ending bullying will remove this major 
barrier. 

Together, Republicans and Demo-
crats alike, let us pass this bill in re-
membrance of Daniel Fitzpatrick and 
in support of his family. 

To every young person in our com-
munities who may feel judged or alone, 
you will never be alone. You are free to 
be who you are. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
have no other speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman for her lead-
ership, and I thank the outstanding co-
sponsors of this legislation, my friend 
Mr. ROSE and my colleague from New 
Jersey, for coming together around a 
concept that I have had the disappoint-
ment and sadness to work on for most 
of my tenure in the United States Con-
gress, and that is bullying. 

I am so saddened that we have to 
name bills after young people, precious 
young people, who have taken their 
lives. 

Bullying—breaking news—destroys 
our children. It not only destroys the 
person that is bullied—many times, un-
beknownst to their friends or their 
family so that someone could provide 
them comfort and reaffirm their dig-
nity and their worth because that is 
what bullying does, it says that you 
are not worth anything—but it also de-
stroys the bully. 

So, I am excited about a commission, 
a roundtable established by the Presi-
dent to study bullying in elementary 
and secondary schools in the United 
States. Their report will make rec-

ommendations for combating bullying 
and educating school officials in recog-
nizing it. 

I know how hard school officials 
work. I talk to my superintendents and 
teachers all the time. But they miss 
these things, and that means the child 
suffers alone. 

This bill is named after Daniel 
Fitzpatrick, a 13-year-old boy who died 
on August 11, 2016. He was a loving and 
generous kid who embodied kindness 
and empathy to all. 

He was also the victim of relentless 
physical, mental, verbal, and emo-
tional bullying. No child should have 
to go through that. 

I have worked on this for a very long 
period of time. In 2019, I was able to 
pass H.R. 494, the Tiffany Joslyn Juve-
nile Accountability Block Grant Reau-
thorization and Bullying Prevention 
and Intervention Act. 

I think these bills need to be passed 
immediately by the United States Sen-
ate and, really, go to the President of 
the United States. 

A child is bullied every 7 seconds. Ap-
proximately 11 percent of students sim-
ply do not go to school at least 1 day 
during the school year because they 
feel unsafe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
DELBENE). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield an additional 30 seconds to the 
gentlewoman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman for her kind-
ness. 

In the last year alone, an estimated 
160,000 students across the country 
skipped school because they feared 
being bullied. 

I started out by saying, and let me 
specifically note, in 2018, 7.1 percent of 
LGBTQ students were verbally bullied 
because of their sexual orientation. 
Twenty-eight or 30 percent of those 
students were physically bullied. 

Let me just say this. This is an excel-
lent bill. It brings us all together. It 
announces our attempt to respond to 
Danny’s mother, to attack an epidemic 
of bullying in our schools. 

We don’t know where it starts. We 
don’t know where these children come 
from. But we have to help them be-
cause bullying destroys the lives of the 
bully and of the one bullied. 

Madam Speaker, as a cosponsor and senior 
member of the Judiciary and Homeland Com-
mittees, I rise in strong support of H.R. 3659, 
‘‘Danny’s Law,’’ which requires the President 
to establish an Anti-Bullying Roundtable to 
study bullying in elementary and secondary 
schools in the United States. 

The 13-member roundtable will consist of 
relevant stakeholders, including but not limited 
to teachers, parents of schoolchildren, and 
guidance counselors, who will submit a report 
to Congress on best practices concerning bul-
lying upon 270 days of convening. 

This report will provide recommendations for 
combating bullying, educating school officials 
on how to recognize bullying, as well as help-
ing parents to address the early warning signs 
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of bullying with their children, so that we can 
take a well-informed step forward in the fight 
against childhood bullying. 

This bill is named after Daniel Fitzpatrick, a 
13-year-old boy who died by suicide on Au-
gust 11, 2016. 

Danny was a loving and generous kid who 
embodied kindness and empathy to all. 

He was also the victim of relentless phys-
ical, mental, verbal, and emotional bullying at 
school. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress, I have 
been an active advocate for anti-bullying initia-
tives. 

In January 2019, I was able to achieve 
broad bipartisan support for my bill, H.R. 494, 
the Tiffany Joslyn Juvenile Accountability 
Block Grant Reauthorization and Bullying Pre-
vention and Intervention Act, which was later 
passed in the House. 

Although some people may dismiss bullying 
as a normal part of growing up, bullying can 
be detrimental to a child’s education and have 
lifelong consequences. 

It is an epidemic that plagues our country 
and too often claims the lives of our youth. 

In Houston, Texas, a child is bullied every 
seven seconds and approximately 11 percent 
of students do not go to school at least one 
day during the school year because they feel 
unsafe. 

On a national level, 90 percent of students 
between the fourth and eighth grades report 
being victims of some type of bullying. 

In the last year alone, an estimated 160,000 
students across the country skipped school 
because they fear being bullied by their peers, 
and many more attended school in a state of 
anxiety and depression, affecting their ability 
to effectively learn. 

Students who are chronically absent be-
tween grades 8 and 12 are over seven times 
more likely to drop out before graduation and 
long-term consequences include poverty as 
well as diminished mental and physical health. 

Furthermore, students who identify or are 
perceived as LGBTQ are often at an in-
creased risk of being bullied. 

In 2018, 70.1 percent of LGBTQ students 
were verbally bullied because of their sexual 
orientation while 28.9 percent of LGBTQ stu-
dents were physically bullied. 

Youth with disabilities and those who are 
socially isolated are also considered as vulner-
able populations when it comes to being tar-
gets for bullying. 

Cyber bullying adds an additional layer of 
complexity when trying to build a safe environ-
ment for all youth. 

In today’s world, our children are exposed to 
technology at a much younger age, which 
raises the likelihood of them being subjected 
to cyberbullying. 

Over 80 percent of teens use a cell phone 
regularly, making it the most popular form of 
technology and a common medium for cyber 
bullying. 

According to the i-SAFE foundation, over 50 
percent of adolescents and teens have been 
bullied online. 

Yet, well over half of young people do not 
tell their parents when they are being bullied 
online. 

By passing Danny’s Law today, we are tak-
ing a tremendous, nonpartisan step towards 
eliminating childhood bullying and promoting 
more inclusive and tolerant environments for 
the next generation. 

I am proud to be a leader on this important 
legislation that will undoubtably improve the 
educational experiences of the next genera-
tion, and I ask all members from both parties 
to join me in voting to pass H.R. 3659. 
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Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Today, we are here for one reason, 
and that is to take action to ensure 
that children like Danny never feel as 
if they have nowhere to turn. No child 
should be subject to cruel treatment 
from his or her peers under any cir-
cumstances, especially in the class-
room. H.R. 3659, Danny’s Law, is a uni-
fied effort to combat bullying and to 
ensure students have a safe and 
healthy environment to learn and to 
grow. 

I would like to thank my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle for taking a 
stand against bullying for our Nation’s 
children. I strongly urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
on H.R. 3659 so we can move this bill 
swiftly through the legislative process 
and to President Trump’s desk for sig-
nature. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I urge my colleagues today to sup-
port H.R. 3659. 

Once again, I want to thank and com-
mend my colleague, Congressman MAX 
ROSE, for his incredible leadership. He 
has taken tragedy and turned it into 
action. 

Our colleagues are absolutely right 
that this deserves the full attention of 
our government, and it is why we are 
taking this to the highest level of our 
government, to combat bullying. 

This bill honors the life of Danny 
Fitzpatrick, and it recognizes what so 
many families are working to prevent, 
what so many families and commu-
nities across this country never want 
to see happen. It will help end bullying. 
It will protect students across this 
country, and I look forward to seeing 
this bill become law. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
STEVENS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3659, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY 
LEARNING CENTERS 
CORONAVIRUS RELIEF ACT OF 
2020 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 8162) to express the sense of Con-
gress that the Secretary of Education 

should provide certain waivers to com-
munity learning centers, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8162 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘21st Century 
Community Learning Centers Coronavirus 
Relief Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING FLEXI-

BLE USE OF SUBGRANT FUNDS. 
It is the sense of Congress that for school 

year 2020–2021, notwithstanding each provi-
sion in part B of title IV of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 7171 et seq.) that requires activities 
under such part be carried out during non-
school hours or periods when school is not in 
session, the Secretary of Education should 
carry out the exceptions included in the no-
tice entitled ‘‘Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Comment Request; 21st CCLC 
4201(b)(1) Waiver Request’’, published by the 
Department of Education in the Federal Reg-
ister on September 3, 2020 (85 Fed. Reg. 55002) 
by providing that each eligible entity that is 
awarded a subgrant under section 4204 of 
such Act (20 U.S.C. 7174) for community 
learning centers may use such subgrant 
funds— 

(1) to carry out activities described in sec-
tion 4205 of such Act (20 U.S.C. 7175), regard-
less of whether such activities are conducted 
in-person or virtually, or during school hours 
or when school is in session; and 

(2) to provide in-person care during— 
(A) the regular school day for students eli-

gible to receive services under part B of title 
IV of such Act (20 U.S.C. 7171 et seq.); and 

(B) a period in which full-time in-person 
instruction is not available for all such stu-
dents served by such eligible entity. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. VAN 
DREW) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise to speak in support of passing 

the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers Coronavirus Relief Act of 2020, 
which I recently introduced. 

This pandemic and economic crisis 
have disrupted every aspect of life in 
our society. As a result of the pan-
demic, many school districts will pro-
vide academic instruction through re-
mote or hybrid learning models this 
school year. Estimates suggest that 
this fall, nearly 24 million workers 
with children between the ages of 6 and 
14 will have no at-home childcare op-
tion. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:36 Sep 17, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16SE7.012 H16SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-09-23T03:34:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




