September 17, 2020

He was an active member of the Hen-
derson County Sheriff’s Office SWAT
team and was assigned as a patrol de-
tective to Charlie Squad.

Ryan excelled in sports, especially
baseball and soccer, and enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting, biking, kayaking, and
camping. Ryan’s children, Elloree and
Merritt, were the love of his life and al-
ways his greatest priority. He spent all
of his free time with them and contin-
ually involved them in outdoor activi-
ties. He enjoyed teaching them how to
raise animals and spending time with
their extended family of grandparents,
aunts and uncles, and many cousins.

Ryan had a keen instinct and could
see things most couldn’t. He was swift
to action and was very intuitive while
possessing a magnanimous heart. He
would choose not to fight with a fool,
but rather help them to find a better
way. Ryan loved to bring humor to
every situation, and even during the
roughest times, you would always see a
smile on his face.

Ryan tragically lost his life during
the early morning hours of September
10, 2020, while in the line of duty. As
the world slept, Ryan responded to as-
sist a family in need of help when they
became innocent victims of a violent
encounter.

We all know the tragic outcome, but
Ryan refused to let the story end there.
While his death will leave a giant void
in the hearts of those who love him, he
continues to exemplify a servant’s
heart even in passing. Ryan was also an
organ donor and will continue helping
strangers for a lifetime, even after
making the ultimate sacrifice. He was
doing the job he was born to do and
died doing the job he loved.

As the U.S. Senator from North Caro-
lina, I am forever grateful for Ryan’s
service to our State and Nation. He
gave his life protecting his fellow citi-
zens, and we will never forget the sac-
rifice he made.

REMEMBERING MELISSIA DAVIS

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the life of Mrs. Melissia
Davis of Kennedy, AL, who passed
away on September 7, 2020. She will be
remembered as a dedicated public serv-
ant who was committed to bettering
her community and State.

Melissia worked diligently for 26
years as the State representative in my
U.S. Senate Office in Tuscaloosa, AL.
She covered the West Alabama region,
specifically serving the counties of
Fayette, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Marion,
Pickens, and Tuscaloosa. I first met
Melissia when she was working for the
Internal Revenue Service, and I was
eager to hire her. I knew she would be
an exemplary employee. Over the
years, Melissia gained a deep under-
standing of constituent services and re-
mained dedicated to working with Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies on be-
half of my constituents.

Melissia served with distinction on
the board of trustees of her alma
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mater, Stillman College in Tuscaloosa,
AL. She was the chairwoman of the
Stillman House Restoration Com-
mittee for 13 years. Under her leader-
ship, the historic Stillman House was
placed on the Alabama Historic Reg-
ister and National Register of Historic
Places. She was also successful in plac-
ing Stillman College on the Alabama
Register of Landmarks and Heritage,
designating the campus as an Alabama
Historic District.

Outside of her professional career,
Mrs. Davis was heavily involved with
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the
West Alabama United Way Campaign,
Habitat for Humanity, and several
other local endeavors. Additionally,
Melissia was a dedicated member of
Elizabeth Baptist Church, where she
taught Sunday school and served as a
matron. Not only did Melissia live a
life of service, she embodied it.

Melissia’s many accomplishments
and contributions to the State of Ala-
bama will 1long be remembered.

Melissia was Dpassionate about her
hometown of Kennedy, AL, and she
served as one of its strongest advo-
cates. She will be remembered for her
great sense of humor and style.
Melissia touched the lives of many
over the years, and she will be greatly
missed.

I offer my deepest condolences to
Melissia’s husband, Burkles Davis, II,
and her two children, Alecia Nicole
Davis and Burkles ‘“‘Trey’’ Davis, III,
and to all of their loved ones as they
celebrate her life and mourn her pass-
ing.

————

100TH BIRTHDAY OF THE NFL

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate the 100th birth-
day of the National Football League.
On September 17, 1920, 15 people who
shared a love of football met in an
automobile showroom in Canton, OH,
to form what would become the Na-
tional Football League. From these
humble beginnings, the NFL has grown
into a preeminent American sports
league and become a fixture in Amer-
ican life. Today’s NFL is an American
institution that brings together mil-
lions of individuals of all ages, races,
and backgrounds through a shared love
for the game of football. In fact, last
season, the NFL concluded the celebra-
tion of its 100th season with a stunning
Super Bowl championship that was
viewed by over 100 million Americans.

At the same time, the NFL has never
forgotten its roots in Ohio. Every year,
millions of football fans travel to Can-
ton, which now hosts the Pro Football
Hall of Fame and the accompanying
Hall of Fame game that rings in every
new NFL season. Today, in an effort to
commemorate the League’s 100th birth-
day, Canton and the Cleveland Browns
will host my hometown Cincinnati
Bengals in a classic rivalry game,
known as the Battle of Ohio. The game
will highlight the formation of the
league and its origins in Canton, honor
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the more than 25,000 players who have
played in the league, and showcase the
work the NFL is doing to ensure its
second century is just as successful as
the first.

I wish the league all the best as it
embarks into its second century as the
foremost steward of “America’s
Game.”

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
SPECIAL OLYMPICS ARKANSAS

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today in light of a significant anniver-
sary for a crucial organization in the
state of Arkansas. Fifty years ago,
Special Olympics Arkansas was found-
ed under the idea of an equal and op-
portune Arkansas. On this special day
of celebration, I would like to recog-
nize and thank Special Olympics Ar-
kansas for its dedication to a virtuous
mission that has transformed my State
in more ways than one.

Special Olympics Arkansas was de-
signed to fulfill and uphold a specific
vision to transform communities
through sports and education. To make
this ambition a reality, the organiza-
tion provides individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities the opportunity to
participate in year-round sports and
athletic training. Just as Special
Olympics Arkansas has a positive im-
pact on the field, it is also a powerful
and effective catalyst for social change
off the field. By offering a range of pro-
gramming efforts that encompass
health, education, community building
and leadership, Special Olympics Ar-
kansas is doing exactly what it set out
to accomplish.

Since its inception, the organization
has seen increasing and overwhelming
demand. Special Olympics Arkansas
has 15,000 participating athletes and
5,000 volunteers. Additionally, it offers
training in 15 different sports with 240
statewide competitions and has cul-
tivated participation in all 75 of the
State’s counties. While the trans-
formative power of sports is at the or-
ganization’s core, competition is mere-
ly a gateway to creating avenues for
individuals, both with and without in-
tellectual disabilities, to experience
personal growth, find joy and gain con-
fidence. The addition of several new
programs such as the Inclusive Health
Program, Unified School Program, and
the Unified Leadership Program has
proven tremendously valuable in
breaking down barriers and creating
accepting and inclusive communities.
Thanks to Special Olympics Arkansas,
our State has experienced great social
progress and meaningful change over
the past 50 years.

I cannot thank Special Olympics Ar-
kansas enough for its continued dedica-
tion to creating an environment where
enhanced opportunity and acceptance
take center stage. Arkansas citizens of
all backgrounds, their families, and our
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