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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH
H. SOCCIO

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Joseph Soccio, who
passed away on September 19, 2020 at the
age of 97. A U.S. Army Air Force and Air
Force veteran, loving husband, father, and
grandfather, Mr. Soccio will be dearly missed.

In 1941 Mr. Soccio graduated from West
Senior High School, as part of the first grad-
uating class. Shortly after, he entered the U.S.
Army Air Force, proudly serving his country
during World War |l. During the War, he
served as Crew Chief on a B—24 Liberator
Bomber, and attained the rank of Sergeant.
After World War II, he went on to re-enlist in
the U.S. Air Force, serving his nation again in
the Korean War.

Following his military service, Mr. Soccio re-
turned to Central New York to work for Alco
Products. He spent 30 years with the com-
pany, and led its Mechanical Laboratories Di-
vision.

QOutside of his work, Mr. Soccio was a man
of faith, and a longtime member of St
Alphonsus Church in Auburn. He enjoyed gar-
dening, coaching youth baseball, and was an
avid hunter. Most of all, he loved his family
deeply. He is survived by his three children,
four grandchildren, and two great-grand-
children.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House to join me in honoring the life of Mr. Jo-
seph Soccio. A cherished member of our Cen-
tral New York community, Mr. Soccio will be
deeply missed. | ask my colleagues to keep
him and his family in mind as we celebrate his
life.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE MEMORY OF
JOSEPH PETERSON

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the esteemed
life of a dear friend, Joe Peterson. He will for-
ever be remembered for his tremendous im-
pact on our Wyandotte community, and he will
be deeply missed.

Mayor Peterson was a pillar of Wyandotte.
Before beginning his career in public service,
Peterson was a long-time police officer in the
Wyandotte Police Department. Throughout his
twenty-seven years with the police force,
Peterson held several different positions in-
cluding undercover officer, detective sergeant,
and probation officer. In 2005, Peterson was
elected to serve on the Wyandotte City Coun-
cil and was elected mayor in 2009. Through-

out all capacities, Peterson endeavored to
make Wyandotte a better place for all.

Mayor Peterson was a dedicated, compas-
sionate, and effective leader who humbly
strove for excellence without seeking praise or
recognition for any of his significant accom-
plishments. As a veteran who served in the
U.S. Army during the Vietnam War, Peterson
knew deeply what it meant to be a committed
and loyal fighter. He never stopped caring for
others, especially his fellow veterans, and
faithfully served his beloved Wyandotte.

Mayor Peterson leaves behind a legacy that
will forever endure. He was a true representa-
tion of a passionate public servant who was
unwavering in his commitment to make Wyan-
dotte a better place. He strove to foster a
deep sense of community, and was a
steadying voice of reason in troubling or chal-
lenging times. He encouraged us to see the
best in one another and work together for the
common good. Undoubtably, Peterson has left
a meaningful impact on the city, and the love
he had for Wyandotte will always be remem-
bered. His passing represents a loss to our
entire community, but his memory will endure
through the countless lives he touched.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life and legacy of Joe
Peterson. He was a cornerstone of Wyan-
dotte, and we will forever remember his re-
markable life, work, and community impact.
May he rest in eternal peace.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BOB GIBBS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. GIBBS. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to attend votes on Tuesday, September 22,
2020 due to a previously scheduled doctor’s
appointment in my home state of Ohio. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 196 and YEA on Roll Call No. 197.

—————

REMEMBRANCE OF MR. VINCENT
GIEDRAITIS

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to share a remembrance of Mr. Vincent
Giedraitis, a member of the “Greatest Genera-
tion” from Vernon, Connecticut who passed
away at the age of 95 on August 10, 2020.
Vin, as he was known to friends and col-
leagues led an extraordinary life, setting an
example of how to really succeed by bal-
ancing family, professional success as an at-
torney, and service to his country at sea in the
U.S. Navy.

Vin balanced a long life full of many inter-
ests and hobbies with his work, with his val-

ued friendships and his vibrant family life. He
was an avid skier and fisherman. He enjoyed
tennis, ballroom dancing, boating, golf and
making a yearly batch of wild grape jelly. He
played, studied and worked with determination
and great satisfaction. He graduated from New
Britain High School and then served in the
Navy as a radar engineer on the U.S. John
Bole destroyer in WWII. In the time after the
war, he attended Central Connecticut State
College and graduated from McGill University
with a degree in Philosophy. While at McGill
he met the love of his life, Joyce, and they
were married for over 70 years. After settling
in Connecticut and while raising their family,
he went on to earn his Law Degree at the
UConn School of Law. He went on to work for
IBM, Aetna Insurance, Fuller Brush and then
established his own private law practice in
Hartford. He became a Public Defender for the
City of Hartford and then for the town of
Vernon-Rockville.

Madam Speaker, | had a chance to see
Vin’s work in the Public Defender's Office up
close over the years. As a law school intern
who worked in the Hartford Superior Court, |
helped interview clients and witnesses and as-
sisted him during court hearings and trials.
After passing the bar | continued to work with
Vin as a public defender myself and in private
practice. As most people know, public defend-
ers have to grapple with high caseloads,
sometimes difficult clients and limited re-
sources to fully investigate cases. Sometimes
public defenders succumb to viewing their role
as moving cases along, and not pursuing the
fullest defense possible. Not Vin. He took his
oath and the constitutional duty under the
Sixth Amendment to provide effective assist-
ance of counsel to the fullest degree possible.
| saw him press judges and prosecutors hard-
er than they were normally accustomed in his
pursuit of fairness and equal justice. It gave
me a true insight into his strong character,
which | admired deeply. As friendly and affa-
ble a person as he was, he had a spine of
steel that was always centered on ethics and
compassion.

Madam Speaker, Vin was devoted to his
amazing, impressive wife Joyce, their eight
children and many grandchildren who all loved
him dearly and mourn his passing. Madam
Speaker, | would ask the members to join me
in honoring the wonderful life and legacy of
Vincent Giedraitis.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
NORMA J. LEWIS

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of the late former-Highland
Park City Council Member Norma J. Lewis,
who passed away in September, 2020.

Above all, Norma Lewis was a public serv-
ant and an advocate for the people of High-
land Park, Michigan. A resident of Highland
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Park for more than fifty years, Ms. Lewis
strived to make Highland Park a world-class
city. First elected to the City Council in 2003,
Norma Lewis served five consecutive terms.
She was the longest-seated woman to serve
in the history of Highland Park. Her service in-
cluded terms as City Council President Pro-
Tem in 2007 and City Council President in
2009.

Norma Lewis’ public service to Highland
Park is marked by her dedication to improving
access to services for senior citizens and ac-
cess to clean water for all. She actively
worked to improve city infrastructure for im-
proved water service. In addition, Ms. Lewis
led several projects to provide holiday meals
to Highland Park’s most vulnerable residents.
Ms. Lewis spearheaded the revitalization of
the city’s Mark E. Storen Memorial Park, al-
lowing for greater enjoyment of the public
space.

Norma Lewis’ work has been recognized by
dozens of organizations. Please join me in
recognizing the outstanding contributions of
Norma J. Lewis, wife, mother, and public serv-
ant, as we honor her memory.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIAM
SLEIGHT FOR A DISTINGUISHED
CAREER WITH MICHIGAN WORKS!
SOUTHEAST

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to offer my heartfelt congratulations to
William Sleight as he celebrates his retirement
and recognize his years of distinguished serv-
ice with Michigan Works! Southeast. His con-
tributions to Michigan are worthy of com-
mendation.

William Sleight’s career in workforce devel-
opment spans nearly 40 years. After earning a
master’'s degree in Public Administration from
Michigan State University, Sleight served in
various roles for the workforce programs in
Livingston and Washtenaw Counties before
starting his career with the Michigan Works!
Association. He served as Director of Living-
ston County Michigan Works! for 25 years,
and later was appointed Director of Michigan
Works! Southeast in May 2016.

Sleight has also served on numerous state,
local and regional boards and committees
throughout Michigan. He is the founding co-
chair of the Workforce Intelligence Network for
Southeast Michigan and the current chair of
the Southeast Michigan Works Agencies
Council (SEMWAC) His dedication to Michigan
has expanded jobs, facilitated economic
growth, opened doors, and created a host of
opportunities for thousands of people His
years of devoted work have made a difference
in the lives of Michiganders across the state,
and his efforts in labor development will leave
a lasting impact on the workforce in the years
to come.

Without a doubt, William Sleight has de-
voted his career to serving Michigan and has
worked tirelessly to ensure it remains a fruitful
and prosperous place. Across all capacities,
William Sleight has been recognized as a
dedicated, compassionate, and humble leader
who strives to make a meaningful difference.
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He has been the voice of reason in chal-
lenging times and has encouraged all to work
together to better our state. His efforts have
transformed Michigan, and his impact will for-
ever be remembered.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating the retirement of William
Sleight. | am proud to honor his work, accom-
plishments, and significant community impact.
We thank him for his outstanding service and
wish him the best of luck in his future endeav-
ors.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GLENN THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, due to pre-scheduled travel with the
President, | was absent from voting on Sep-
tember 22, 2020.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 196 and YEA on Roll
Call No. 197.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF JACK
EVERSOLE

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in remembrance of T. Jack Eversole, founder
of the Barren River Area Development District
(BRADD) in my district. Jack passed away
peacefully last month, and he will be sorely
missed.

A World War Il Marine Corps veteran who
served in the South Pacific, Jack graduated
from the University of Kentucky and Western
Kentucky University and was passionate about
serving his community. Before founding
BRADD, Jack worked in journalism and com-
munications in Glasgow and Bowling Green,
was on the Bowling Green-Warren County
Planning Commission, and served as a War-
ren County Magistrate. He established
BRADD in 1968 and led the organization for
32 years, growing it from a three-person team
with a $50,000 budget to a thriving agency
with a budget of $7.6 million when he retired
in 2000.

Jack was innovative, and he always wanted
to help solve problems. He directed many
projects that have been instrumental to the
Commonwealth and to the region. His hard
work continues to benefit Kentuckians, and |
am grateful for all that he did during his time
with BRADD and serving our country. | join
the entire south-central Kentucky community
in mourning the loss of Jack Eversole who
was a faithful servant to our state and country.
My prayers are with his family and friends as
he is laid to rest in Arlington National Ceme-
tery.

September 23, 2020
HONORING LITERACYCNY

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, in celebration
of National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week, | rise today to honor
LiteracyCNY. In  Central New  York,
LiteracyCNY is making a tremendous impact
on our community by working to boost literacy
rates for adult students who read, write, or
speak English below the 6th grade level.

Founded by Ruth Colvin in 1962, for more
than 70 years LiteracyCNY has helped thou-
sands of adults in Onondaga County improve
their literacy and English skills by offering free
reading and writing instruction. However
today, there’s still more work to be done. Ac-
cording to the Programme for the International
Assessment of Adult Competencies, there are
approximately 60,000 adults in Onondaga
County with limited literacy skills and English
proficiency. Without these skills, individuals in
our community are unable to fully participate
as citizens, parents, or employees.

In recent years, LiteracyCNY has continued
to make progress, enrolling more than 350
students on an annual basis, with approxi-
mately 80 percent of their students making
measurable gains on standardized tests. Even
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, LiteracyCNY
has continued their important work. The orga-
nization adapted to changing circumstances
and provided learners with instruction via tele-
conferencing.

In addition to its work on reading and writ-
ing, LiteracyCNY provides students with les-
sons to help them thrive in their daily lives.
The organization offers information and refer-
rals to human and emergency services, and
makes individuals aware of local job opportu-
nities. LiteracyCNY also works to raise aware-
ness about the issue of adult literacy and vol-
unteers advocate to policymakers on behalf of
their students in Central New York.

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate National
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week, |
ask that my colleagues in the House join me
in honoring the contributions of LiteracyCNY.
Through its work to boost literacy rates, this
organization is helping adults in Central New
York achieve career success, teach their chil-
dren, and reach their full potential.

————

RECOGNIZING TIM HAY FOR HIS
YEARS OF SERVICE AS THE
FLORIDA SENATE SERGEANT AT
ARMS

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Mr. Tim Hay, who will
shortly be leaving his role as Sergeant at
Arms of the Florida Senate. Tim’s commitment
to protecting and serving the Florida Senate is
of the highest caliber and | am thankful for his
years of dedication to my home state.

A lifelong Floridian, Tim received his bach-
elor's degree in criminology from Florida State
University, and, in 2012, began his career with
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the Florida Senate as Assistant Sergeant at
Arms. He held this position until 2014, where
he was appointed to Sergeant at Arms. In this
role, Tim has been responsible for managing
twenty-five full time employees and overseeing
the security and maintenance of the Florida
Senate buildings, including the Senate Cham-
ber. For close to six years, Tim has done a
commendable job ensuring the safety of all
who work in or visit the Florida Senate and |
am thankful for his dedicated service.

Having had the privilege of knowing Tim for
many years, | can firsthand attest to his pro-
fessionalism and dedication to serving the
State of Florida. His respectful demeanor is
apparent to all who have worked with him and
| know that he has represented the Florida
Senate well. While | recognize that Tim’s col-
leagues will greatly miss his leadership and
expertise, | have no doubt that he will excel in
his future position at the Florida Department of
Education.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to pay trib-
ute to Mr. Tim Hay, and | ask my fellow col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this out-
standing individual.

SAFEGUARDING THERAPEUTICS
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2020

Ms ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5663, the Safeguarding Thera-
peutics Act. I'm proud to have advanced this
bipartisan bill through my Health Sub-
committee and I'm pleased to support it on the
Floor.

The Safeguarding Therapeutics Act was in-
troduced by Representatives BRETT GUTHRIE
and ELIOT ENGEL.

Today, the FDA has the authority to destroy
confiscated counterfeit or adulterated drugs.
This bill extends that authority to medical de-
vices.

lllicit trade and counterfeit products present
growing risks to patients and consumers. We
have the opportunity to ensure that FDA has
the authority needed to destroy counterfeit
drugs, devices and combination products.

This bill closes a gap and protects patients
from the growing threat of counterfeit prod-
ucts, and | urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF EDYTHE
McTAGGART’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to offer my heartfelt congratulations to
Edythe McTaggart as she celebrates her
100th birthday. This significant milestone is
worthy of commendation.

Edythe McTaggart was born August 21,
1920 to Edmond Parent and Edith Tice, and
grew up in Trenton, Michigan. Throughout her
childhood, Edythe enjoyed performing with her
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sister Dottie, and even sang on a children’s
radio show in Detroit at the age of nine. Dur-
ing the Great Depression, Edythe stayed
home to care for her father who lost his job.
To get through the troubling era, she would
collect discarded skim milk from a local
creamery and help her father knock coal off
freight trains to heat their house. At the age of
17, Edythe became a nanny where she
earned one dollar a day plus room and board.
Despite the meager wages, the impact of the
Great Depression taught Edythe how to be
frugal in her spending and allowed her to save
enough earnings to buy a wedding dress
when she got married.

In 1940, Edythe married her husband, Rob-
ert McTaggart. The two built a home together
in Wyandotte and completed much of the work
themselves. Although it was difficult finding
materials during the war, they were able to
move into the new home in 1948. Throughout
the war, the two also started a family and wel-
comed sons Robert Jr., Thomas, and David by
1952. After raising her children, Edythe re-
turned to school and earned her bachelor’s
degree in education at the age of 50. She be-
came a teacher in the Taylor School District,
and later earned a master's degree in special
education. Until her retirement 35 years ago,
she dedicated her teaching career to helping
children with special needs and disabilities.

Beyond the classroom, Edythe is fond of
traveling and has explored the world with Rob-
ert. Together, they visited Europe, Asia, Latin
America, and the Caribbean. Upon her retire-
ment, Edythe and Robert began spending win-
ters in Florida, until Robert’s passing in 1998.
Today, Edythe remains active in the commu-
nity and enjoys reading, crocheting, and
spending time with her sons, three grand-
children, and one great-grandchild. Her atti-
tude and spirit continue to shine bright for all
to see. Throughout her 100 years, Edythe has
demonstrated a true commitment to her family
and her community. Her strength and perse-
verance through turbulent times has provided
a lasting example of what can be accom-
plished when we all work together and treat
one another with compassion, respect, and
dignity.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating Edythe McTaggart on her
100th birthday. | join with Edythe’s friends and
family in extending my best and warmest
wishes to her on this special day. May her
100th year bring her many blessings and a
continued life full of laughter, peace, and
every happiness.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, during the
week of September 14, 2020, | was unable to
vote due to the devastating and deadly
wildfires burning throughout my District. | am
working with the White House, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, U.S. Forest
Service, U.S. Army Corps, U.S. Department of
Transportation, and Governor Brown to help
my constituents get the assistance they need.

Had | been present for votes, | would have
voted:
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On Roll Call Vote Number 183, On Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass S. 4894, as
amended, | would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 184, On Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 2193, |
would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 185, On Ordering
the Previous Question to H. Res. 1107, |
would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 186, On Agreeing
to the Resolution H. Res. 1107, | would have
voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 187, On Agreeing
to the Allen Amendment to H.R. 2639, | would
have voted Nay.

On Roll Call Vote Number 188, On Agreeing
to the Moulton Amendment to H.R. 2639, |
would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 189, On Passage
of H.R. 2639, | would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 190, On Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended
H.R. 7909, | would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 191, On Motion
to Recommit with Instructions H.R. 2574. |
would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 192, On Passage
of H.R. 2574, | would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 193, On Agreeing
to Resolution H. Res. 908, | would have voted
Aye.

On Roll Call Vote Number 194, On Motion
to Recommit with Instructions on H.R. 2694, |
would have voted Nay.

On Roll Call Vote Number 195, On Passage
of H.R. 2694, | would have voted Aye.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam Speaker,
had | been present, | would have voted YEA

on Roll Call No. 196; YEA on Roll Call No.
197; and YEA on Roll Call No. 198.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETE STAUBER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to vote on September 22, 2020 due to a
personal matter.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 196; YEA on Roll Call
No. 197; and YEA on Roll Call No. 198.

———

HONORING JOHN REINHART FOR
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
PORT OF VIRGINIA

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 23, 2020
Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to

honor and recognize John Reinhart upon his
retirement from the Port of Virginia.
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For nearly seven years, John has led the
Port of Virginia as the Chief Executive Officer
and Executive Director. John assembled and
cultivated a skilled and highly knowledgeable
team, then provided impressive leadership and
vision, to transform the Port of Virginia into a
twenty-first century facility.

With a mantra of “Wider, Deeper & Safer,”
John steered the approval, funding and com-
mencement of dredging the Norfolk Harbor
and Channels to fifty-five feet depth. This will
allow Hampton Roads to accommodate fully
loaded Ultra-Large Container Vessels now and
in the future. As Hampton Roads is also home
to the world’s largest naval base with six air-
craft carriers, this widening will also enable
safe, two-way traffic to prevent delays to com-
mercial and military vessels.

Under John’s supervision, the Port of Vir-
ginia constructed the new Virginia International
Gateway. Hosting the largest ship-to-shore
cranes in the Western Hemisphere, this state-
of-the-art facility has some of the best cargo
flow rates and vehicle turn-times in the nation.

While expanding the Port's capacity, John
also successfully reduced emissions by
transitioning away from diesel-driven container
movement to an electric, safer and more
space-conscious method of container handling
and stacking. These electric gantry cranes
dramatically reduce emissions, fuel consump-
tion and noise.

With a vision for the future, John has
planned and begun building the first infrastruc-
ture dedicated to our region’s nascent offshore
wind industry. Recognizing the Port of Vir-
ginia’s natural benefits with a deep channel
and no overhead obstructions, he has helped
posture Hampton Roads to become a nucleus
for our nation’s growing carbon-free power
generation industry.

The improvements John has made at the
Port have benefited not only all Virginians but
most Americans. The Port of Virginia’s reach
covers all commerce east of the Mississippi
River and even extends to Kansas City, MO.
Through the partnerships John helped build,
the Port of Virginia achieved record-setting
cargo volume for six consecutive years. The
COVID-19 pandemic has proven American
businesses and workers need efficient and re-
liable supply chains, and the Port has proven
vital to this endeavor.

John’s dedication to strengthening and im-
proving Virginia’s infrastructure and economy
is truly inspiring. | am proud to honor and rec-
ognize his leadership and the role he plays in
making our community a better place. Hamp-
ton Roads has significantly benefited from his
efforts.

———

HONORING THE CAREER OF
GRANT JAQUITH

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of my good friend and former
colleague, Grant Jaquith, who upon his ap-
pointment as a Judge on the United States
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, has re-
signed from the Department of Justice after
serving 31 years. | was proud to serve along-
side Mr. Jaquith while working for the U.S. At-
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torney’s Office for the Northern District of New
York and have always known him to be a
dedicated public servant, staunch defender of
the law, a stalwart advocate for victims and
their families, and a genuinely good person.

After graduating with a Juris Doctor from
University of Florida College of Law in 1982,
Mr. Jaquith began his career as a Judge Ad-
vocate on active duty in the U.S. Army. He
then went on to join the Department of Jus-
tice, where he served as a line prosecutor, su-
pervisor, and eventually, as the 49th U.S. At-
torney for the Northern District of New York.

Over the course of his career, Mr. Jaquith
prosecuted many high-profile cases that
strengthened national security and helped
combat violent crime, organized crime, the
opioid crisis, and financial fraud. | had the
privilege of working with Mr. Jaquith on a
number of these cases and saw first-hand
how his dogged determination and keen intel-
lect spelled trouble for criminals. The impact
he had on my career was profound and his
guidance made me a better prosecutor and
person. For his work, Mr. Jaquith earned a
number of awards, including the Executive Of-
fice for U.S. Attorneys Director's Award for Ex-
ecutive Achievement.

As a supervisor, Mr. Jaquith developed
scores of young prosecutors, always stressing
thoroughness, hard work, determination and
above all ethical conduct. Through his efforts,
the U.S. Attorney’s office for the Northern Dis-
trict of New York became known as one of the
premier offices in the country. As U.S. Attor-
ney, Mr. Jaquith continued to take a leader-
ship role in the many successes of the office.
He also took a national leadership role by
serving on several subcommittees of the Attor-
ney General's Advisory Committee, including
Border and Immigration, Native American
Issues, and Servicemembers and Veterans
Rights. He also served on the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Advisory Committee’s Healthcare Fraud
Working Group. Outside of work, Mr. Jaquith
is a dedicated husband to his wife Rosemarie.
Together, they have six children, and five
grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
in the House join me in recognizing the highly
distinguished career of Grant Jaquith. A dedi-
cated public servant, | wish Grant the best as
he enters the next phase of his career as a
Judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims.

———

PROTECTING PATIENTS
TRANSPORTATION TO CARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2020

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3935, the Protecting Patients
Transportation to Care Act. I'm proud to have
advanced this bipartisan bill out of my Health
Subcommittee and I'm pleased to support it on
the Floor.

The Protecting Patients Transportation to
Care Act introduced by Representatives
BuDDY CARTER and TONY CARDENAS requires
states to offer a non-emergency medical trans-
portation benefit. Our Committee also heard
from Representative SANFORD BISHOP about
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this legislation during our
panel.

Medicaid’'s coverage of transportation to
health services is a lifeline for patients, espe-
cially those who live in rural or underserved
areas.

Over half of Medicaid transportation serv-
ices are used by patients with the highest bur-
den of chronic diseases, including those diag-
nosed with cancer, HIV, mental illness, sub-
stance abuse, and end-stage renal disease.

Without this help, patients cannot access
the chemotherapy, dialysis, and other services
that allow them to remain at home and out of
the hospital.

Medicaid transportation has been a manda-
tory Medicaid benefit by regulation since the
Medicaid program’s inception in 1966. This bill
codifies and protects the benefit.

| urge my colleagues to support this com-
monsense bill.

Members’ Day

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GLENN THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, due to pre-scheduled travel with the
President, | was absent from voting on Sep-
tember 22, 2020. As such, | was unable to
vote on the Continuing Resolution, which will
keep the government funded into December
and provide critical funding for the USDA'’s
Commodity Credit Corporation.

To ensure USDA meets its farm bill obliga-
tions and temporary assistance to rural Amer-
ica continues during these difficult times, re-
plenishing the CCC was a major priority and
| strongly support its inclusion in this CR.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 198.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, although |
was present, my vote inadvertently was not re-
corded on H.R. 451. My vote should have
been recorded as Yea.

———

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION
DAY

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2020

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, yesterday,
our Nation marked National Voter Registration
Day. But it was also a day of reckoning and
milestone as our Nation surpassed 200,000
COVID-19 deaths. Unfortunately, by erecting
barriers to voting, we are sending the wrong
signal to our citizens. We can do better as vot-
ing is the lifeblood of our Democracy.

Our nation must take common sense steps
like passing the HEROES Act with its $3.6 bil-
lion for state election grants and reigning in
the President’s politization of the USPS.
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The State of Ohio can also do better. Ohio
must add more drop boxes for voting, provide
universal prepaid postage, and simplify the
ballot request process.

While Republican leaders in Columbus and
in Washington have wrapped themselves in
knots, yesterday, | led an Ohio delegation let-
ter urging Ohio higher educational institutions
proactively educate students, faculty, and staff
about how to ensure their voice is heard at the
ballot box.

| include in the RECORD our September 22,
2020, letter.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, DC, September 22, 2020.

DEAR OHIO COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY PRESI-
DENTS: As our State continues to grapple
with the challenges presented by COVID-19,
our nation is relying on Ohio’s colleges and
universities to take a leadership role in en-
suring access to the ballot box. This duty is
particularly important as we commemorate
national voter registration day on Sep-
tember 22, 2020. Your institutions play a key
role in ensuring that students understand
how to access and exercise their constitu-
tionally enshrined right to vote. Under nor-
mal circumstances, students face barriers to
voting, and in these difficult times, those
barriers have multiplied. We ask that each of
you to take steps to ensure your institution
commits to easing barriers for your faculty,
students and staff to vote.

As we know, the 1965 Higher Education Act
(HEA) helped increase access to higher edu-
cation for low-income and first-generation
college students. In 1998, recognizing the im-
portance of involving younger generations in
the democratic process, Congress expanded
the scope of the act to include provisions on
student voting. Section 487(a)(23) of the HEA
as reauthorized in 1998 specified that institu-
tions must make a good faith effort to facili-
tate student voter registration. This rein-
forced vital role institutions of higher edu-
cation play in educating and encouraging
students to vote.

Your institutions have the opportunity to
play an essential role in ensuring that young
Americans participate in our democracy by
taking simple steps such as designating
places where students can complete voter
registration forms or absentee ballot re-
quests. Colleges can text students where
these one-stop election stations are located
and can e-mail students a voter registration
link.
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Institutions should share broad voter edu-
cation information about how to vote, in-
cluding the following:

e Communicate to your students to ensure
they are registered to vote and that their
registration information is up to date.

o Explain Ohio’s voter ID requirements di-
rectly to students and staff with emails,
posters or mailers. Students driver’s license
may be expired this year, but the Ohio legis-
lature authorized individuals to vote with an
expired license, which students, faculty and
staff may not know.

o Clarify that if a student’s current ad-
dress varies from where they registered when
they go to vote, they can vote absentee, with
the mailer sent to another address, or they
can vote provisionally if they can prove their
address.

® Be prepared to educate students on how
to vote by mail or vote provisionally in the
event that campuses close due to the pan-
demic.

e Make clear to students that where you
register to vote will not affect federal finan-
cial aid such as Pell Grants, Perkins or Staf-
ford loans, or your dependency status for
FAFSA; being registered to vote at a dif-
ferent address from your parents does not
prevent them from claiming you as a depend-
ent on their taxes; and being deemed out-of-
state for tuition purposes does not prevent
you from choosing to register to vote in your
campus community.

® Provide faculty, staff, and students with
information about how to volunteer as poll
workers.

Students, faculty and staff at your institu-
tions need the type of nonpartisan voter in-
formation described in this letter. In a time
where voter disinformation is rampant, your
colleges and universities have not only a
legal obligation, but also a moral obligation
to make your campuses an example of demo-
cratic participation. Thank you for your
leadership and for taking every step possible
to ease the barriers of voting for eligible vot-
ers on your campuses.

Sincerely,
MARCY KAPTUR,
Member of Congress.
MARCIA L. FUDGE,
Member of Congress.
JOYCE BEATTY,
Member of Congress.
SHERROD BROWN,
United States Senator.
TIM RYAN,
Member of Congress.

E877
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
September 24, 2020 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
SEPTEMBER 30

10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce,
Transportation
To hold hearings to examine NASA mis-
sions and programs, focusing on update
and future plans.

Science, and

SR-253
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation.
SD-G50

OCTOBER 1

9:15 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support
To hold hearings to examine supply
chain integrity.
SD-G50
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