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life’s work for what is right and what is 
fair. We will demand justice for the 
American people to make sure that 
their voices are heard. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JAY BOX 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
more than 100,000 Kentuckians choose 
every year to pursue a degree or de-
velop their skills through the Ken-
tucky Community and Technical Col-
lege System, KCTCS. Composed of 16 
colleges within a short drive of vir-
tually every Kentucky household, 
KCTCS has helped over 1 million Ken-
tucky students receive an affordable 
and quality education. Today, I would 
like to recognize my friend, Dr. Jay 
Box, who has served as KCTCS’ second 
president for the last 5 years and is a 
leading architect of its success. As Jay 
retires at the end of this month, my 
home State will send him off with our 
sincere gratitude. 

Nearly two decades ago, Jay and his 
wife Gayle left Texas to join KCTCS. I 
am so glad they did. Jay brought with 
him a personal belief in the importance 
of lifelong learning to adapt to a 
changing workforce. That vision has 
served Jay and KCTCS’ students well 
while preparing them for 21st century 
careers. 

Jay was quickly recognized for his 
transformative leadership at Hazard 
Community and Technical College. 
Tapping into his talent, he was given 
statewide responsibilities as KCTCS 
vice president, chancellor, then finally 
its president. In each role, Jay has con-
stantly delivered for Kentucky stu-
dents. 

As president, Jay placed a renewed 
emphasis on helping students complete 
their degrees with a record number of 
graduates and credentials. He also en-
couraged schools to remove barriers, to 
support students pursuing GEDs and 
college credit at the same time, and to 
form partnerships with job creators to 
close the skills gap. As a result, grad-
uates are gaining the skills to meet 

local employers’ demands and enter the 
workforce prepared to fill good-paying 
jobs. 

His many achievements have brought 
national acclaim for both Jay and 
KCTCS. U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
Wilbur Ross and Advisor to the Presi-
dent Ivanka Trump appointed him to 
be the voice for community colleges on 
the American Workforce Policy Advi-
sory Board. Jay collaborates with lead-
ers from educational institutions, gov-
ernments, and some of the country’s 
largest employers to increase prepared-
ness in the workforce. Jay is also a 
member of the national board for Re-
building America’s Middle Class and 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion’s National Advisory Group. 

I have had the privilege to work di-
rectly with Jay to serve Kentucky’s 
students. I am particularly grateful for 
his leadership to save Southeast Ken-
tucky Community and Technical Col-
lege, SKCTC, from losing its ability to 
offer Federal student aid. Working 
closely with Jay, I inserted a legisla-
tive provision to give the school a rea-
sonable opportunity to make its case 
to the U.S. Department of Education. 
Jay and his team did just that, showing 
SKCTC’s many contributions to its 
students and community. I am proud 
to say the school continues to thrive 
and help prepare Kentucky students to 
excel in the workforce. 

Jay announced he would begin his 
well-deserved retirement in July. How-
ever, when the coronavirus crisis 
struck, he once again showed true lead-
ership. Jay delayed his retirement to 
continue serving Kentucky’s students 
and ensure KCTCS received the steady 
leadership transition it deserves. 

Over the years, Jay has helped edu-
cate students, encourage industry, and 
drive growth in nearly every corner of 
Kentucky. It is a remarkable legacy, 
and I hope he and Gayle are proud of 
their accomplishments. I ask my Sen-
ate colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Jay Box on his retirement 
and to wish him many wonderful years 
to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOMMY TURNER 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
when my friend Tommy Turner was 
first elected to lead LaRue County in 
1985, he was the youngest Kentuckian 
to ever serve as a county judge-execu-
tive. Now, 35 years later, Tommy re-
cently announced he would leave office 
as our Commonwealth’s longest cur-
rently serving county leader. Records 
bookend his service, and more accom-
plishments fill the years between. I 
would like to take a moment to con-
gratulate Tommy on his decades of 
leadership for LaRue County and to 
thank him for his many contributions 
to Kentucky. 

Every county judge-executive is re-
sponsible for local services such as the 
county’s budget and road maintenance. 
As LaRue County’s leader, however, 
Tommy was given an additional—al-

most sacred—charge. He helped pre-
serve the birthplace of our most fa-
mous Kentuckian, Abraham Lincoln. 
Tommy took seriously his role in hon-
oring Lincoln, and Kentucky will con-
tinue to benefit from his enthusiasm 
for our Nation’s 16th President. 

Along with a group of motivated citi-
zens, Tommy helped establish the Lin-
coln Museum in Hodgenville. In a typ-
ical year, thousands of tourists will 
visit the museum and the nearby Abra-
ham Lincoln National Historical Park. 
Tommy championed an effort to ex-
pand the National Park by coordi-
nating a donation to include Lincoln’s 
Boyhood Home on Knob Creek. This 
year, Kentucky Living Magazine 
named the Lincoln Museum as the 
Commonwealth’s Best Museum, a well- 
deserved distinction for their efforts to 
safeguard the Great Emancipator’s leg-
acy. 

In 2000, Congress created the Abra-
ham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission 
to prepare national celebrations for the 
President’s 200th birthday. Rec-
ommended by Kentucky’s Governor at 
the time and appointed by the Presi-
dent, Tommy was a fine choice to serve 
as a commissioner. Hodgenville would 
later host the celebration’s National 
Opening Ceremony and lead the coun-
try in honoring President Lincoln. 

Over the years, I have worked with 
Tommy to preserve Lincoln’s heritage 
in LaRue County and to deliver for the 
community’s bright future. It has also 
been a privilege to join Tommy’s radio 
show to speak directly with local fami-
lies about their priorities and my work 
for Kentucky in the Senate. 

Tommy spent half of his life as 
LaRue County’s judge-executive. The 
results of his leadership can be seen 
across the county in its growth and op-
portunity. I would like to encourage 
my Senate colleagues to join me in 
thanking Tommy for his service and 
for preserving the memory of one of 
our country’s greatest leaders. In 
whatever comes next for Tommy, I 
wish him the best. I look forward to his 
continued contributions to our great 
Commonwealth. 

f 

SUPREME COURT NOMINATIONS 
Mrs. LOEFFLER. Madam President, 

Mrs. Kelly Loeffler, of Georgia, rejects 
the assertion by Mr. CHUCK SCHUMER, 
of New York, that there is no precedent 
for a Supreme Court justice being con-
firmed after July 1 in a Presidential 
election year. 

In fact on three separate occasions, a 
duly-elected President appointed and 
the Senate confirmed a Supreme Court 
justice in a Presidential election year: 
John Hessin Clarke: confirmed by the 
Senate on July 24, 1916; George Shiras, 
Jr.: confirmed by the Senate on July 
26, 1892; and Melville Fuller: confirmed 
by the Senate on July 20, 1888. 

The Constitution does not limit the 
President’s nomination powers during 
the fourth year of his term. 

I support President Donald J. 
Trump’s decision to nominate a justice 
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