September 24, 2020

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to speak in sup-
port of legislation we considered ear-
lier this week, the Scarlett’s Sunshine
on Sudden Unexpected Death Act.

More importantly, today I rise in the
memory of my great-niece, Lia, who
died from SIDS just 2 years ago. As her
mother and grandmother, my sister,
said: Our family will never be the
same.

Lia is with me in my heart and in the
work we do in Congress every day. She
turned out to be a formidable advocate
at just 6 months of life.

Each year, roughly 3,500 infants trag-
ically die from sudden unexpected
death in the United States, impacting
families across this country in un-
imaginable ways.

While the incidence of SIDS has de-
clined by more than 50 percent since
the 1990s, we still have so much work
to do to better understand the cause of
sudden unexpected death syndrome and
advance research that can develop pre-
vention strategies and further reduce
infant mortality in America.

The bipartisan legislation that the
House passed this week, the Scarlett’s
Sunshine on Unexpected Death Act, is
a comprehensive approach to improv-
ing national guidelines and data con-
sistency for sudden infant death and
sudden unexpected death for children.

It also offers support for the families
grieving their loss and supports evi-
dence-based approaches for outreach to
decrease risk factors.

I am a proud sponsor of this bill for
my great-niece Lia, and I am pleased to
see the House advance this important
legislation this week.

HONORING SUPREME COURT JUSTICE RUTH

BADER GINSBURG

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor and
commemorate the life of Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, the ‘“Notorious RBG.”

As Americans across the country
mourn this tremendous loss, we look
back on an amazing life and an ex-
traordinary career that so clearly
shaped the world we live in today.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a trail-
blazer for gender equality, a brilliant
jurist who wrote some of our country’s
most important legal opinions, and a
fierce defender of women’s rights. Her
presence, her grace, indeed, her cour-
age on the Court will be missed by all
who cherished her advocacy.

As only the second woman to serve
on the highest court in the land, Jus-
tice Ginsburg inspired a generation of
women—my generation—to join her ef-
forts in creating a more perfect union
and combating injustice that lurked in
every corner of our country.

From authoring the Court’s opinion
in landmark cases that struck down
laws discriminating against women to
issuing blistering dissent in cases like
Ledbetter v. Goodyear, where she be-
lieved the Court was failing to address
pay discrimination in the workplace,
Justice Ginsburg’s voice on the Su-
preme Court represented the life expe-
riences of so many American women.
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Justice Ginsburg led a full and mean-
ingful life, and her chapter in Amer-
ican history will be earmarked for gen-
erations to come. It is now up to all of
us to complete the work unfulfilled
and, in her words: ‘‘Fight for the things
you care about, but do it in a way that
will lead others to join you.”

Justice Ginsburg has passed the
torch, and now it is up to us.

————
RESTORE, REBUILD, RENEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5

minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, our country has
undoubtably been rocked by

coronavirus. The pandemic has put a
strain on our physical, mental, and fi-
nancial health.

As time has passed, it has been easy
to focus on the negative; however, I am
encouraged by the work I have seen
from my House Republican colleagues.

Instead of playing partisan politics, I
have seen a commitment to America. I
have seen a concerted effort to renew
the American Dream, restore our way
of life, and rebuild the greatest econ-
omy ever.

America is worth fighting for, and
while the pandemic is currently at the
forefront of our minds, there is a bright
future ahead of us all. We will rise from
this crisis thanks to the resiliency, the
grit, and the determination of the
American people.

Renewing the American Dream can
mean a lot of different things. To me,
it starts with two things: broadband

connectivity and a capable, trained
workforce.
In 21st century America, reliable

connectivity is something many of us
take for granted. Just like flipping the
switch to turn on your lights, we have
come to expect reliable, fast, uninter-
rupted access to the internet.

Still, many communities across the
country don’t have reliable broadband
connectivity, particularly in rural
America.

In time, the coronavirus will be a
thing of the past, but our national need
for reliable broadband connectivity is
not going anywhere. Connectivity im-
pacts every aspect of our lives: com-
merce, education, healthcare, precision
agriculture, and more. We can and
must invest in this critical infrastruc-
ture.

We must also invest in career and
technical education opportunities.

Just prior to the pandemic, there
were nearly 7 million job openings
across the country. Contrasting that
figure with the potential of our Na-
tion’s learners, whether they are enter-
ing the workforce for the first time,
learning a new skill, or reentering the
workforce after some time away, there
is an obvious disconnect. This is often
referred to as the ‘‘skills gap,” and
CTE is a proven way to bridge this di-
vide.
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A one-size-fits-all approach to edu-
cation is not an effective way to pre-
pare students for the workforce, and
CTE should not be viewed as plan B. It
is a valuable educational option that
empowers learners of all ages to take
control of their personal and their pro-
fessional futures.

Restoring our way of life includes de-
feating this virus and keeping America
healthy. Thanks to President Trump’s
leadership, Operation Warp Speed has
placed us light-years ahead in research-
ing, developing, and, soon, admin-
istering a coronavirus vaccine. The
President has unleashed the power of
the private sector to partner with the
Department of Health and Human
Services, as well as the Department of
Defense, to help eradicate the virus.

Prior to the pandemic, we had built
the greatest economy this country has
ever seen, and we will rebuild it. We
have done it once, and we can do it
again with America-first trade policies
and by strengthening our supply
chain—that means a strong manufac-
turing sector that helps America stay
competitive—and supporting legisla-
tion that strengthens the supply chain
and bolsters our Nation’s potential for
a prosperous future by keeping good-
paying, family-sustaining jobs right
here at home.

Now I am confident that we can and
will defeat this virus and renew the
American Dream, restore our way of
life, and rebuild our economy.

——
JUSTICE FOR BREONNA TAYLOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise.

Mr. Speaker, and still I rise in the
name of justice for Breonna Taylor.

Mr. Speaker, it has been widely re-
ported that the death of Breonna Tay-
lor is a tragedy. Her death is being re-
ported as a tragedy: a tragedy because
she was innocent, she committed no
crime; a tragedy because it happened in
her home in the midnight hour; a trag-
edy because she was unarmed. It has
been reported that her death was a
tragedy.

But there is a question, Mr. Speaker,
about her death that we have to ask
that few want to hear, because few
want to consider the answer. But this
is the preeminent question as it relates
to her death, a question that will haunt
us because of the history that we have
with race relations in this country.

We have to ask the question. It is a
question that the status quo doesn’t
want to hear, because the status quo is
concerned about the answer. It is a
question that deals with systemic dis-
crimination.

Today I ask the question: If Breonna
Taylor were a 26-year-old innocent
White woman—innocent White woman,
innocent White woman—who was killed
in the middle of the night when Black
police officers intruded into her home,
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