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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, help us. Turn us back
to the paths of integrity and faith. Be
for our lawmakers a protecting rock of
safety, rescuing them from the powers
of evil. Help them to fix their hearts on
You, trusting Your guidance and wis-
dom. May love for You be reflected in
the ordering of their priorities as they
seek to give You first place in every
important decision. Lord, make them
servants of Your purposes as they seek
to increase the treasures of Your King-
dom. Satisfy the deepest longings of
their hearts.

And, Lord, in these toxic and ca-
cophonous times, bless America.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa.

———

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
small businesses are a very important
part of the U.S. economy, so we want
to recognize this week, marking the
57th anniversary of what we call Na-
tional Small Business Week—proper
recognition for a big part of the econ-
omy.

According to the most up-to-date
government statistics, ITowa had 270,484
small businesses and 651,635 employees.
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They account for 99-3/10th percent of
businesses and 48-1/10th percent of the
private workforce. Small businesses
create jobs and export products around
the world. Small businesses are the
backbone of our communities, and I
know this pandemic has really hit
small businesses very, very hard.

I honor these hard-working Iowa en-
trepreneurs and, of course, their em-
ployees in celebrating the week of Sep-
tember 20th as National Small Busi-
ness Week.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

PROTESTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I have spoken repeatedly in recent
months about the tragic killing of
Breonna Taylor in my hometown of
Louisville, the need for justice, and the
healing work ahead for our commu-
nity.

Kentucky’s attorney general, Daniel
Cameron, conducted exactly the kind
of thorough and impartial investiga-
tion that justice demands. Yesterday,
that chapter concluded, and the grand
jury conducted the handoff to criminal
prosecution. I have full confidence in
the attorney general’s painstaking pur-
suit of facts and justice.

Many Kentuckians have channeled
their continuing grief and anger in a
peaceful exercise of their First Amend-

ment rights. But in Louisville last
night, we saw more of the lawlessness,
riots, and violence that have plagued
American cities too often this year.
Citizens’ businesses were vandalized,
fires were set in the streets, and two
officers of the Metro Police Depart-
ment were shot and wounded while pro-
tecting public safety downtown. As of
last night, one officer was still under-
going surgery, but both were in stable
condition. We are praying that both
will make full recoveries. One suspect
is in custody.

Peaceful protests honor the memory
of Breonna Taylor. Peaceful protests
move us toward justice. Smashing win-
dows does not. Setting fires does not.
Rioting in the streets does not. Trying
to gun down law enforcement officers
who were bravely serving their commu-
nity is the kind of despicable cowardice
that must be met with the full force of
the law.

I sincerely thank all the Kentucky
peace officers who continue to put
their lives on the line every single day.
I hope and expect that our Governor
and mayor will take every necessary
step to secure the justice, peace, law,
and order that every Kentuckian de-
serves.

————
SUPREME COURT NOMINATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
now on an entirely different matter,
President Trump has stated he will an-
nounce his nominee to the Supreme
Court the day after tomorrow. We do
not yet know which legal all-star from
his list he will nominate, but strangely
enough, we already do know exactly
what the far left will start shouting
the instant—the instant—she or he is
introduced.

Isn’t that a little curious, when you
stop to think about it? A confirmation
process is ostensibly about the quali-
fications and credentials of the nomi-
nee, so why is it that practically any
citizen could sit down at their kitchen
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