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Judge Amy Coney Barrett is the em-
bodiment of a fierce constitutional
scholar, and her long list of accom-
plishments is nothing short of impec-
cable. She is highly regarded by her
former students, clerks, and colleagues
as a woman who possesses a piercing
legal mind, a generous spirit, and a
keen intellect. Her dedication to inter-
preting the Constitution rightfully by
adhering to how it was expressly writ-
ten and her impressive track record
serve as the underpinnings of her nomi-
nation.

I look forward to her swift confirma-
tion to the Supreme Court and her con-
tinued work serving our great country.

————
O 2015

IN MEMORY AND HONOR OF
JOHNATHON GRAYER

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to remember and
honor the life of 25-year-old Johnathon
Grayer, whose selfless actions led to
saving the lives of multiple school chil-
dren and a bus driver in the city of
Alma, Georgia.

On Wednesday, August 12, Johnathon
was driving a box truck that collided
with a school bus that was making its
normal stops. When it hit the bus, the
back was left crumpled like a piece of
paper. However, he remarkably jumped
out of the truck, rushed onto the bus,
and helped pull students out of the
school bus to safety. He even lifted
some seats off children who were
pinned underneath.

Unfortunately, following the inci-
dent, Johnathon’s body gave out, and
he later passed away in the hospital.

With the help of his courage and self-
lessness, the lives of 10 children and
the bus driver were saved. Although
Johnathon’s life was tragically taken,
his legacy of sacrifice will live on for
countless years to come. He will al-
ways be remembered as a hero who
placed others before himself. His fam-
ily, friends, and all who knew him will
be in my thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time.

———
CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, just
over 2 years ago, the Carr fire burned
through Shasta County, taking the
lives of eight people and burning nearly
230,000 acres.

Now, I am here to report, in the same
county of Shasta, the Zogg fire has
broken out over this weekend, burning
uncontained. As of this morning, 146
structures have been destroyed, three
people have lost their lives, over 40,000
acres burned and counting.
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Cal Fire and Shasta County—with
the assistance of many other units
across the State—are working hard to
extinguish the Zogg fire, but a lack of
firefighting personnel and equipment
has made this a difficult one to con-
tain. It is not an unfamiliar story.

Firefighters, first responders, and
Californians alike are struggling to
grapple with the 27 major fires that are
burning across our State right now.
With no rain in sight, the end of these
disasters is not near. There is a dire
need for a better way to contain these
fires, or better yet, completely prevent
them in the first place.

Until we increase the pace and scale
of forest management and other tools
that we use in the West, these never-
ending fires will continue to destroy all
of our land.

———————

RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT
FIRST CLASS RICHARD STAYSKAL

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
this is an amazing story. I hope every-
body will follow it.

Madam Speaker, I recognize Wound-
ed Warrior Week, sponsored by the
American Legion Post 469, and Ser-
geant First Class Richard Stayskal,
United States Army.

In 2001, Richard joined the United
States Marines. In 2004, in the Anbar
province of Iraq, Richard was critically
wounded by a bullet that passed
through his arm and pierced his lung.
After surgeries, PTSD, and rehab, he
was honorably discharged from the
United States Marine Corps.

But he was not done serving his Na-
tion yet.

Richard reenlisted in 2006 with the
U.S. Army and became an elite Green
Beret. He was both in the Marines and
in the Army in his lifetime. Richard
was recently diagnosed with terminal
lung cancer and is now in the fight of
his life.

Richard, you have led a life to be
emulated. You make me proud to be an
American. I know you will fight this
fight, give it hell, and you are going to
win. God bless you.

Thank you, Richard. And thank you
American Legion Post 469 for honoring
this American hero.

———

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH—IN
HONOR OF AMILCAR CORDOVA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
HAALAND). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I honor
Amilcar Cordova.

Mr. Amilcar Cordova hails from
Carolina, Puerto Rico. After high
school, he moved to Pennsylvania,
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where he began his career in the health
insurance industry. In 1994, he relo-
cated to Orlando, Florida, with his
family while he studied business ad-
ministration at Florida Metropolitan
University, and later, business manage-
ment at the University of Phoenix.

In 2003, he began working in the ad-
vertising industry with the largest
newspaper in Puerto Rico, El Nuevo
Dia, which just recently expanded to
Central Florida. He later cofounded
and served on the board of directors of
Amigos Profesionales Business Net-
work, an organization whose purpose
was to help connect Hispanic profes-
sionals and business owners in Central
Florida.

In 2010, he founded Cordova Mar-
keting Solutions, a firm that special-
ized in the development of small busi-
nesses by providing consulting, mar-
keting, and advertising services. Dur-
ing this time, he joined the Puerto
Rican Chamber of Commerce of Central
Florida as its executive director, and in
2013, was elected as their President
until the end of his term in 2016. He
would resume his role as President in
2019.

Mr. Cordova is proud of his upbring-
ing in Puerto Rico and is very grateful
for the opportunities the U.S. has
blessed him with. He tries to give back
to his community through volunteer
work, including riding his bicycle for
different charities. One especially close
to his heart is the Young Survival Coa-
lition, an organization dedicated to
providing essential services for breast
cancer survivors under the age of 40.

Mr. Cordova shares his life with his
best friend, Ms. Milly Colon. He has
two sons, four grandchildren, and is
blessed to still have both his parents
alive and well.

For that, Mr. Cordova, we honor you.

IN HONOR OF CECILIA FIGUEROA

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, we honor
Cecilia Figueroa. Cecilia Figueroa is an
Ecuadorian-American journalist and
media strategist. She graduated as a
journalist in her mnative city of
Guayaquil, Ecuador. She learned about
faith, perseverance, and serving others
from her parents, Isaac Alvia and
Olimpia Ordonez.

A woman pioneer in the print His-
panic media, her first job was at El
Nuevo Dia an Orlando newspaper. Pas-
sionate about her work, she seeks sto-
ries promoting community outreach,
education and knowledge about immi-
gration policies that are affecting the
Latino community.

Cecilia enjoys highlighting profiles of
Hispanic entrepreneurs, organizations,
and faith-based communities, among
others. She was the producer of the
radio show, Hispanos Al Dia, and was
cohost in various other radio programs.
She has provided professional services
to EFE News Service, El Sentinel de
Orlando newspaper, and many others.
In 2018, she cofounded Conexion
Hispana USA, where she was a jour-
nalist and social media manager for
the platform.
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In her free time, she loves to read
and empower Hispanic women to reach
their dreams. Cecilia enjoys sharing
her knowledge in educational work-
shops and conferences. She was the
vice president of the National Associa-
tion of Hispanic Journalists in Central
Florida and a founding member of
Mujer Emprende Latina Orlando. She
is an active member of the Hispanic
American Professional and Business
Women’s Association of Florida.

Cecilia has been recognized by var-
ious organizations for her involvement
and contributions to community
causes, including Women’s Day by the
city of Kissimmee, the Puerto Rican
Day Parade of Osceola, Nuevo Sendero,
Tertulia Cuatro Gatos, Unidos Por Ec-
uador of Central Florida, Ecuadorian
Civic Committee of Central Florida,
Voices of Silence, Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Councils of Florida, and more.

For that, Ms. Cecilia Figueroa, we
honor you.

IN HONOR OF GABY ORTIGONI

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, we recog-
nize Gaby Ortigoni.

Gaby Ortigoni is the president of the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of
Metro Orlando, which is responsible for
promoting the economic development
of the Hispanic community of over 1
million people.

Some of the signature events and
programs they have created to promote
development in the community include
the Hispanic Business Conference, the
Hispanic Economic Growth Summit,
the Don Quijote Awards, among others.

Prior to this, she served as the re-
gional vice president for Central Flor-
ida at Prospera, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides free, bilingual tech-
nical assistance to Hispanic entre-
preneurs who are establishing or ex-
panding their businesses. Under her
leadership, the region achieved a 23
percent increase in clients who re-
ceived individual consulting services.

Gaby has also served her community
in other roles, including being the
manager of community relations at Or-
lando Utilities Commission, director of
Hispanic Crime Prevention Program
for FIU’s Center for the Administra-
tion of Justice, senior community offi-
cer for the Puerto Rico Federal Affairs
Administration, and being a legislative
assistant in the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives.

She currently serves as a board mem-
ber of many local organizations, in-
cluding the Orlando Economic Partner-
ship, the Heart of Florida United Way,
the Association of Latino Professionals
for America, and the National Latino
Peace Officer Association, among
many others.

Her work ethic and commitment to
her community has been recognized
with numerous awards and recogni-
tions, including Orlando Business Jour-
nal’s 40 under 40, Women Who Mean
Business Awards, Telemundo’s
Triunfadores, La Prensa’s Hispanic
Women Who Make a Difference Award,
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Orange County Sheriff’s Community
Service Award, Orlando Police Depart-
ment’s Good Citizenship, and she was
named one of the 25 Most Influential
Hispanics by HCCMO’s Vision Maga-
zine.

For that,
honor you.

IN HONOR OF ILUMINADA APONTE

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I recog-
nize Iluminada Aponte.

Iluminada Aponte was born in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, and has
called the United States home for over
six decades. Iluminada is a self-taught
folk artist whose career has taken her
first to Puerto Rico and then Florida.

Iluminada’s career first started with
folk dance—Baile Folklorico. She per-
forms both Puerto Rican and Domini-
can folk dance. From Puerto Rican
bomba to Dominican bachata,
Iluminada has not only been a per-
former, but also a dance teacher. Her
passion for teaching folk dance inspires
people of all ages, and she has made it
her responsibility to advocate for and
help educate various Hispanic groups
through dance and cultural exhibi-
tions.

Iluminada’s career has been one of
strengthening communities through
cultural celebrations. She considers
herself a cultural ambassador, not only
for her native Dominican Republic, but
also for the entire Hispanic commu-
nity. Her early experience as a mis-
sionary across Latin America has in-
spired her to connect people to each
other by celebrating cultural diversity.

Iluminada’s commitment to pro-
moting culture and the arts is not only
seen in the diversity of her works but
also in her leadership within the com-
munity. Iluminada is the founder of
Alianza Dominicana of Central Florida,
where she organizes and directs various
cultural exhibitions highlighting Do-
minican and Hispanic culture to var-
ious groups within Central Florida. She
has been recognized with awards from
the Orange County government, the
City of Orlando government, the Coun-
sel General of the Dominican Republic
in Miami, and more.

For that, Ms. Iluminada Aponte, we
honor you.

IN HONOR OF FATHER JOSE RODRIGUEZ

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I recog-
nize Father Jose Rodriguez.

Father Jose Rodriguez is a vicar of
the Iglesia Episcopal Jesus de Nazaret
in Orange County, Florida.

Originally from Puerto Rico, he ar-
rived with his family to Azalea Park in
1987 and has been part of that commu-
nity now for over three decades.

He learned from his parents the im-
portance of service and advocating for
others. His father was a soldier, and his
mother, a shop steward for UNITE
HERE Local 737 at Walt Disney World.

He was the first in his family to go to
college. He graduated from Rollins Col-
lege with a BA and the University of
Central Florida with an MBA. For

Ms. Gaby Ortigoni, we
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many years, he served as the Episcopal
chaplain to the University of Central
Florida, where he and his wife served
local students and young adults for
nearly a decade.

In 2017, he was assigned to Iglesia
Episcopal Jesus de Nazaret, just
months before Hurricanes Irma and
Maria. For both storms, the local
church mobilized to meet the people’s
needs. Their work is far from over.

Welcoming newcomers has been a
hallmark of the local Episcopal Church
along the Semoran Corridor in Orlando
and Kissimmee, including feeding pro-
grams, advocacy for those in need as
well. Father Jose and the local church
empower people to accomplish their
goals by working with civic and elected
leaders to promote and remove barriers
to equal access to opportunity.

As a priest, Father Jose understands
the unique role that religious commu-
nities can play in the development of
the greater community. Preserving and
upholding human dignity is at the
heart of Father Jose and the local
church’s work. His desire is to build up
a resilient community where families
have access to safe communities, a liv-
ing wage, affordable housing, and
healthcare.

For that, Father Jose Rodriguez, we
honor you.
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IN HONOR OF MARCOS VILAR

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I would
like to recognize Marcos Vilar.

Marcos Vilar was born in Ponce,
Puerto Rico, and moved to the United
States mainland at the age of 14. He
currently resides in Orlando, Florida.

Marcos holds a bachelor’s degree in
history from the University of Mary-
land and a master’s degree in education
from the University of Illinois. Marcos
has worked in Chicago; Washington,
D.C.; and several cities in Florida; as
well as in Puerto Rico, where he has
designed and implemented innovative
and successful programs and campaigns
in government, labor, and nonprofit
settings. He has worked on civic en-
gagement campaigns in Florida since
2011, focusing on the Puerto Rican and
Hispanic communities.

Marcos worked as a teacher in Chi-
cago in the 1990s. During his tenure at
Roberto Community Academy, he was
best known for working with at-risk
youth and integrating arts and cul-
tural programming into afterschool
programs. He also was adviser for the
student body government and a leader
of the local reform movement at the
school.

In January of 2002, he moved to
Washington, D.C., where he held sev-
eral national leadership posts, includ-
ing national field director for Que Nada
Nos Detenga, executive director for
Americas Families United, national po-
litical director for the Service Employ-
ees International Union, and national
field director for Mi Familia Vota Edu-
cation Fund.
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Today, Marcos serves as Dpresident
and executive director of Alianza for
Progress, Alianza Center, United for
Progress PAC, and Vilar Strategies,
LLC. He is also the founder of two
prominent statewide Latino coalitions:
Respeta Mi Gente and La Mesa
Boricua.

For that, Mr. Marcos Vilar, we honor
you.

IN HONOR OF JULIO ZAYAS

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I would
like to recognize Julio Zayas.

Julio Zayas was born in Salinas,
Puerto Rico, in 1948. He moved to New
York City in 1968, where he and his wife
established their family in the Bronx.
He has four wonderful children, seven
grandchildren, and five great-grand-
children.

Julio studied at Hostos Community
College and attended Cambridge Uni-
versity’s New York chapter, where he
developed his skills as a radio an-
nouncer and in advertisements. He was
a member of several civic and cultural
organizations in the Bronx, including
the Puerto Rican Development Project,
Alianza Civica Bayamonesa, the Sali-
nas Club, and the Puerto Rican Vet-
erans Association of Seneca.

Julio became vice president of the
Bronx Puerto Rican Parade and was
the founder and president of the Puerto
Rican Bronx Fair and Puerto Rican
Week Festival. He worked as a consult-
ant for the Bronx Coalition for a Better
Bronx and the Soundview Community
in Action as the outreach coordinator
and publisher. A successful small busi-
ness owner, Julio was also a poll in-
spector for the Bronx Board of Elec-
tion.

In 2012, Julio retired to Orlando,
Florida. He continued his community
involvement as a volunteer with sev-
eral Puerto Rican activist organiza-
tions, including: Frente 436, Iniciativa
Accion Puertorriquena, Coordinadora
Ayuda Solidaridad y Apoyo, Vamos por
Puerto Rico, and is the founder and
president of Comite Preservacion
Cultura Puertorriquena.

Currently, he is the producer of his
own radio show, Con Sabor Boricua
Proyecto Radial. Julio is looking for-
ward to other projects in the future to
empower the Puerto Rican community
in central Florida.

For that, Mr. Julio Zayas, we honor
you.

IN HONOR OF WANDA RAMOS

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I would
like to recognize Ms. Wanda Ramos.

Ms. Wanda Ramos was born and
raised in Puerto Rico. She moved to
Orlando, Florida, in 1999 and became
involved in fighting for workers’
rights, empowering new voters, and
creating awareness about the impor-
tance of parental involvement in edu-
cation.

Wanda has been a board member of
various organizations, such as: Jobs
with Justice, Labor Council for Latin
American Advancement, Community
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Legal Services of Mid-Florida, and the
Legal Advocacy Center of Central Flor-
ida.

While working as a retailer, Wanda
organized workers to achieve better
working conditions and better pay. She
was a founding member of Vamos4PR
Florida and Pa’lante Por Mas. Re-
cently, she became a statewide board
member of Organize Florida.

As a founding member of Vamos Por
Puerto Rico, she helped to spearhead
the campaign Se Habla Espanol to peti-
tion the Orange County Public Schools
to provide language access to non-
English-speaking parents and students.
She also advocated for the families ar-
riving from Puerto Rico after Hurri-
cane Maria to better understand and
properly enroll their kids in school.

Wanda was recognized as Citizen of
the Year in 2015 for Orange County Dis-
trict 3 after organizing neighbors in
their efforts to improve their commu-
nity. Wanda continues to support our
community through radio shows as
well as her online program ‘‘Wanda

Contigo,” bringing awareness about
community issues.

For that, Ms. Wanda Ramos, we
honor you.

IN HONOR OF JOSE RODRIGUEZ

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor
of Hispanic Heritage Month, I would
like to recognize Jose Rodriguez.

Jose Rodriguez arrived in Palmetto,
Florida, at the age of 12 from El Sal-
vador. While attending school, he re-
calls being pulled out of regular class
for 2 hours a day to practice English.

During his first 5 years in the United
States, Mr. Rodriguez and his family
were migrant farmworkers, living 9
months in Florida and 3 months up
north, following the crops with the
help of the Summer Migrant Institute
held in Tampa at the University of
South Florida.

Mr. Rodriguez graduated early from
high school, in the top 10 percent of his
class. He was the first Hispanic person
in Manatee County to be accepted into
a 4-year university, where he earned
his associate’s degree.

Mr. Rodriguez has worked as a gen-
eral manager and on-air personality for
La Que Buena, a regional Mexican
radio station in Orlando. As part of his
work, he makes sure to give airtime to
nonprofit organizations and elected of-
ficials that support the immigrant
community. While sharing his passion
for music with his listeners, Mr. Rodri-
guez always keeps central Floridians
informed on community resources like

food drives, housing assistance,
COVID-19 testing sites, and much
more.

Mr. Rodriguez also serves on the

leadership committee of the Farm-
workers Association of Florida. He
draws his inspiration from his commu-
nity, his two beautiful daughters, and
his late wife.

For that, Mr.
honor you.

Jose Rodriguez, we
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IN HONOR OF DR. ANTONIO CRESPO
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, in honor

of Hispanic Heritage Month, I would

like to recognize Dr. Antonio Crespo.

Dr. Antonio Crespo is an infectious
disease specialist in central Florida
with over 18 years of experience in his
field. In May of 2014, he led the team
that cared for the second case of Mid-
dle Hastern respiratory syndrome,
MERS, in the United States. Currently,
he is part of the team that has pre-
pared and managed the COVID-19 pan-
demic, helping many in the Orlando
community.

He first earned his medical degree
from Universidad Central de Venezuela
and later moved to the United States
to continue his education. He com-
pleted his residency at Albert Einstein
Medical Center and infectious disease
training at Temple University, both in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Since 2002, he has been part of the in-
fectious disease team at Orlando
Health, where he now serves as the
chief of staff and the medical director
of infectious diseases at Dr. P. Phillips
Hospital.

He has received several Attending of
the Year awards and frequently ap-
pears among Orlando’s Best Doctors. In
2012, he received the Lifetime Exem-
plary Physician Colleague Award given
by Orlando Health.

Dr. Crespo also takes time to serve as
a clinical instructor at the Florida
State University College of Medicine
and as the new program director of the
Infectious Disease Fellowship at Or-
lando Health. His passion for teaching
new generations has inspired many on
the path of infectious diseases so that
more doctors might continue the fight
against these elusive enemies.

For that, Dr. Antonio Crespo, we
honor you.

IN HONOR OF PAMELA AND ESTELA JUAREZ

Mr. SOTO. In honor of Hispanic Her-
itage Month, I would like to recognize
Pamela and Estela Juarez.

For nearly 20 years, Cuauhtemoc
“Temo’ Juarez and his wife, Alejandra
Juarez, worked together to build and
sustain their American Dream in Polk
County, Florida.

Mr. Juarez, a naturalized U.S. cit-
izen, grew up in Osceola County and
enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps right after graduating from high
school. He would later reenlist in the
United States Army Reserve.

After his honorable discharge from
the Marines, he came home, started his
own flooring business, and met and
married Mrs. Alejandra Juarez. To-
gether, they worked hard to make
their business a success. They built a
home, joined a church, volunteered to
help the less fortunate, and had two
beautiful daughters, Pamela and
Estela.

Two years ago, their dreams were
shattered when Mrs. Juarez was de-
ported under the current administra-
tion’s zero-tolerance policy. Despite
the roots she set up, despite her hus-
band’s brave and honorable service, de-
spite the fact that her husband and two
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daughters are U.S. citizens, she was
forced to return to Mexico in August of
2018.

Pamela is now 18. She recently grad-
uated from high school with honors,
has started online college classes, and
plans to become a social worker. She
has campaigned to build grassroots
support for the families of military
veterans who, like hers, have lost a
family member to a cruel immigration
policy. This November, she will vote
for the first time.

HEstela, 11 years old, lived with her
mom in Mexico but is now back in
Florida, where she just started the
sixth grade. She is following in the
footsteps of civil rights leader John
Lewis, whose book ‘‘March’ inspired
her. Estela is now working on a picture
book about her struggle to reunite her
family.

Both young women have suffered
enormously because of the trauma
their family has endured. They and
their family have been working hard to
bring their mother home and will con-
tinue to do so until they are united
again.

For that, Pamela and Estela Juarez,
we honor you.

IN SUPPORT OF THE DIGITAL TAXONOMY ACT

AND THE BLOCKCHAIN INNOVATION ACT

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, today, I
am pleased that the House passed, as
part of the Consumer Safety Inspection
Enhancement Act, two pieces of legis-
lation that we were able to offer in the
Energy and Commerce Committee, the
Digital Taxonomy Act, H.R. 2154, and
the Blockchain Innovation Act, H.R.
8153.

We were very pleased to work in a bi-
partisan fashion to secure the inclusion
of these two bills. Both bills will study
and highlight the consumer protection
aspects of blockchain technology and
digital assets. They are the first
blockchain bills to pass the House.

H.R. 8153, the Blockchain Innovation
Act, directs the Department of Com-
merce, in consultation with the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, to conduct a
study and submit to the Congress a re-
port on the state of blockchain tech-
nology in commerce, including its use
to reduce fraud and increase security.
It is setting up a larger long-term goal
that we have to establish a blockchain
center of excellence within the Com-
merce Department.

Blockchain has enormous potential
for innovation and economic growth. I
believe, as government officials, we
need to support that growth and enable
its appropriate use for government
business and consumers. We will con-
tinue to push until we have these pol-
icy objectives put into law with proper
regulations so we can best position
ourselves to be leaders in this space,
especially when we see rivals like
China and Russia pushing in these
technologies.

The Digital Taxonomy Act requires
the FCC to submit a report to Congress
about recommendations on unfair and
deceptive trade practices and other
practices related to digital tokens.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

0 2045

Specifically, the report asked the
FTC to make legislative recommenda-
tions for how to further protect con-
sumers and promotion and innovation
in the global digital token sector.

I look forward to continuing to work
with our colleagues, both in the Energy
and Commerce Committee and
throughout the Congress, to help make
sure we keep a competitive edge in
blockchain for both digital security
and for cryptocurrency and to enhance
the use of artificial intelligence in the
future.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
thank Chairman PALLONE, Chairwoman
SCHAKOWSKY, Representative MCNER-
NEY, and the committee for allowing
me to incorporate these two bills.

We appreciate Representative ROD-
GERS, Representative GUTHRIE, and
Representative MATSUI, as well as our
original cosponsor, Representative DA-
VIDSON, for all of their hard work.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
TRIBUTE TO JOHN SHIMKUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. SCALISE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the subject of
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, tonight we are
going to spend the next hour paying
tribute to a special man who has served
here in this Congress since 1997, our
dear friend, Congressman JOHN SHIM-
KUS.

JOHN came to Congress back at a
time when you saw a lot more
collegiality. In fact, Madam Speaker,
tonight we have Republicans and
Democrats on this floor who are going
to be talking about JOHN SHIMKUS, the
man; JOHN SHIMKUS, our friend; JOHN
SHIMKUS, the legislator, somebody who,
when he retires, will have a proud
record of achievement showing how he
made his mark on this great Nation.

We are joined in this House Chamber
tonight by JOHN’s lovely wife, Karen,
who is here tonight. His son, Josh, is
not far from the Chamber. We have
many friends, and I know we have a
limited amount of time.

First, Madam Speaker, I yield to the
gentleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG),
the dean of the House.

Mr. YOUNG. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the leader for yielding.
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JOHN SHIMKUS has been my friend. He
has done well for this House.

He and I played paddleball together.
We never lost. We will be challenged on
that, but that is true.

I have a saying that many people
may not recognize. Why do the good
people leave this Congress and the
SOBs stay behind? I have been here 48
years, so I have to reconsider that.

But, JOHN, we will miss you. You are
a great Congressman; you are a great
ally; you are a great American; and I
know you have served your district
very well. God bless you in the future
for things you may do.

Mr. SCALISE. Thank you, DEAN
YouNGg. We are going to check that
record. I know I am glad I never went
up against you, although you have
taken a few of us to the woodshed.

Madam Speaker, keeping with the bi-
partisan tradition, I yield to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCNER-
NEY), our friend on the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Mr. McNERNEY. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the whip for the opportunity to
say some words here.

Madam Speaker, my first impression
of JOHN was pretty scary. It was my
first day on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, and JOHN was in the top
dais, and I was down in front, a little
freshman. JOHN looked down on us and
said: Your policies in the Democratic
Party are going to cost you your seat.

I looked back. ‘‘Oh, geez, I hope he is
not looking at me.”” He was, but we got
over it.

It is funny, when the climate change
issue came up, JOHN had a standard
practice. He would bring out this big
picture of his coal mine workers, and
say: You guys, climate policy is going
to cost these people their jobs.

That is a hard argument to fight
against. That is a hard argument be-
cause you know he is fighting for his
people. I know there are other people
here who are shaking their heads on
that one, but I respected that. He was
fighting for the people he cared about
and the people he represented.

But there were some things JOHN and
I had in common. We both played
paddleball, and we were pretty evenly
matched, so we got some good games in
there. The great thing about that is
that you get to know people who you
wouldn’t otherwise get to know, and
that was important. I think that is a
tradition that we need to carry on.

We also both went to West Point, so
we had that little bit in common, and
it was fun to talk about that.

Eventually, we started talking about
policy. One day, I asked Henry Wax-
man: What about JOHN SHIMKUS?

Henry said: He is a nice guy, JERRY.

Then he frowned, and he said: But he
sure is conservative.

That is coming from Henry Waxman,
so I don’t know if that means anything
or not.

JOHN and I started talking about nu-
clear waste and policy. He took me to
Yucca Mountain. It is pretty impres-
sive, but it is totally shut down.
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