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bravely stepping up to the fight 
against COVID–19 for the past several 
months, and I pray that he may be 
granted safety and good health as he 
continues to serve others. He is a hero 
in our Brookhaven community, and I 
am grateful for what he has meant to 
so many during the pandemic.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TAMMY LIVINGSTON 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
would like to commend a friend and 
frontline healthcare worker, Tammy 
Livingston, who is a nurse at Kings 
Daughters Medical Center in my home-
town of Brookhaven, MS. Rural hos-
pitals like this one, along with their 
brave staff, are the backbone of 
healthcare in Mississippi. 

Tammy has worked at Kings Daugh-
ters Medical Center for over 20 years. 
While she has served in many positions 
within the hospital, she is currently 
the patient care coordinator. In her 
role, she cares for some of the sickest 
patients in the hospital by assisting 
her colleagues with patients in the 
ICU. Within the dedicated medical unit 
for COVID patients at Kings Daugh-
ters, Tammy monitors patients daily, 
making sure they are comfortable and 
cared for at such a difficult time. 

Tammy is invaluable to the Kings 
Daughters Medical Center. Tammy is 
put in situations every day where she 
endures heavy stress, heart-wrenching 
situations, and puts herself in harm’s 
way to care for patients and their fami-
lies during the COVID–19 pandemic. 
She is a lifesaver and best friend to all 
of her patients. Tammy is a healthcare 
hero. I am thankful for our fighters 
like Tammy and pray that she may be 
kept safe while she serves her friends, 
family, and community through this 
pandemic.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINA MILLER 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
commend Christina Miller, a 
healthcare hero and someone who puts 
her life in danger every day to help 
save lives. Christina is an emergency 
room nurse at Kings Daughters Med-
ical Center in Brookhaven, MS. 

Christina demonstrates a remarkable 
selflessness and level of compassion for 
her patients and coworkers. As more 
Americans became infected with 
COVID–19, hospitals began to fill up 
and staffing became a challenge. Chris-
tina immediately stepped up and vol-
unteered to orient on the ICU floor to 
help with staffing needs to help care 
and treat the sickest patients. 

Not only does Christina give the ut-
most care to her patients, she also re-
alizes the physical and emotional 
strain all healthcare workers are feel-
ing during these unprecedented times. 
Christina wanted to help encourage her 
colleagues, so she began an employee 
appreciation program among the emer-
gency room nurses. This gave the 
nurses something to look forward to 
when they arrived at work. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, ev-
eryday Americans bravely emerge in 
times of turmoil to aid their neighbors. 
In the case of Christina, she has fought 
on the frontlines as a nurse by stepping 
into harm’s way to provide care for pa-
tients affected by the virus. 

Mississippi first responders and 
healthcare providers have experienced 
a drastic change not only in their pro-
fessional life but also in their home 
life. The COVID–19 pandemic has been 
demanding of their time, taken them 
away from their loved ones, and caused 
their worlds to totally change. These 
heroes, such as Christina, are walking 
examples of what selfless service looks 
like.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JEFFREY ROSS 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Jeffrey Ross of 
Kings Daughters Medical Center in 
Brookhaven. Dr. Ross has both served 
and cared for his community since he 
first started practicing medicine in 
Brookhaven in 1990 and has risen to the 
challenge of COVID–19 with great dis-
tinction. Doctors like Dr. Jeff Ross are 
working through both physical and 
mental exhaustion during this pan-
demic. They have the burden of having 
the ‘‘final say’’ and a team of 
healthcare providers relying on their 
instruction daily. The stress presented 
in these situations is not something 
healthcare providers can simply turn 
off when they go off the clock. Despite 
all of this pressure, these doctors con-
tinue to do their job, selflessly man-
aging the care of their fellow Mississip-
pians. 

Originally from Whitfield, MS, Dr. 
Ross earned his medical degree in 
Jackson before pursuing his residency 
in Kentucky. He returned to Mis-
sissippi, where he has dedicated nearly 
all of his adult life to serving his neigh-
bors. Dr. Ross and his wife, Susan, have 
raised three children in the 
Brookhaven community. 

I commend Dr. Jeffrey Ross for his 
personal sacrifice, dedication to his 
community, and his leadership. My 
State is fortunate to have doctors such 
as him who are focused on the health 
and wellness of all Mississippians.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE 
ISSUANCE OF AN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER DECLARING A NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY TO DEAL WITH THE 
THREAT POSED BY OUR NA-
TION’S UNDUE RELIANCE ON 
CRITICAL MINERALS, IN PROC-
ESSED OR UNPROCESSED FORM, 
FROM FOREIGN ADVERSARIES— 
PM 59 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the International Emer-

gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, I hereby report that I have issued 
an Executive Order declaring a na-
tional emergency to deal with the 
threat posed by our Nation’s undue re-
liance on critical minerals, in proc-
essed or unprocessed form, from foreign 
adversaries. 

A strong America cannot be depend-
ent on imports from foreign adver-
saries for the critical minerals that are 
increasingly necessary to maintain our 
economic and military strength in the 
21st century. Because of the national 
importance of reliable access to crit-
ical minerals, I signed Executive Order 
13817 of December 20, 2017 (A Federal 
Strategy To Ensure Secure and Reli-
able Supplies of Critical Minerals), 
which required the Secretary of the In-
terior to identify critical minerals and 
made it the policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment ‘‘to reduce the Nation’s vul-
nerability to disruptions in the supply 
of critical minerals.’’ The critical min-
erals identified by the Secretary of the 
Interior are necessary inputs for the 
products our military, national infra-
structure, and economy depend on the 
most. Our country needs critical min-
erals to make airplanes, computers, 
cell phones, electricity generation and 
transmission systems, and advanced 
electronics. 

Though these minerals are indispen-
sable to our country, we presently lack 
the capacity to produce them in proc-
essed form in the quantities we need. 
American producers depend on foreign 
countries to supply and process them. 
Whereas the United States recognizes 
the continued importance of coopera-
tion on supply chain issues with inter-
national partners and allies, in many 
cases, the aggressive economic prac-
tices of certain non-market foreign 
producers of critical minerals have de-
stroyed vital mining and manufac-
turing jobs in the United States. We 
must reduce our vulnerability to ad-
verse foreign government action, nat-
ural disaster, or other supply disrup-
tions. Our national security, foreign 
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