October 1, 2020

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
WINSTON GROOM

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BYRNE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life of a
man I was proud to call a constituent
and a friend, the great author Winston
Groom.

Winston passed away recently in
Fairhope, Alabama, after a long and vi-
brant life whose words touched untold
millions around the globe. Most of
America knows Winston is the author
of “Forrest Gump,’’ the timeless Amer-
ican novel adapted into the classic film
of the same name.

Winston and I share a hometown, Mo-
bile, and, as adults, lived near each
other in Fairhope. I was blessed to be
able to develop a friendship with Win-
ston over the past several decades.

Our State of Alabama, particularly
southwest Alabama, is renowned for
the quality of writers we have pro-
duced. We are also renowned for the
colorful qualities of many of those
writers.

Winston was not only an incredible
talent who will leave a lasting impact
on the literary world, but one of the
most colorful characters to ever call
Alabama home. As Forrest Gump
would say: ‘“That’s all I have to say
about that.”

I wish Winston’s family all the best,
and I thank them for sharing Winston
with the world.

———

DEMOCRATS ARE FIGHTING FOR
ALL AMERICANS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, since
the beginning of this Congress, House
Democrats have fought for the people.
From lowering healthcare costs to rais-
ing wages by rebuilding America, to
cleaning up corruption and strength-
ening democracy, House Democrats
have passed major legislation and
shown the American people what our
priorities are.

At the same time, sadly, Republicans
have also made clear what their prior-
ities are, priorities the American peo-
ple, in my view, do not share, for exam-
ple, and particularly, on healthcare.

For years, Madam Speaker, President
Trump and Republicans have been tell-
ing the American people that they
have a plan that is better than the Af-
fordable Care Act which will cover
more Americans. As a matter of fact,
the President said he would cover ev-
erybody at a lower cost and higher
quality. Not a single Member of this
House can rise and say, ‘I know what
the President’s bill is,” because they
have never seen it after 3 years and 8
months.

But after years with no plan being
put forward, it is clear exactly what
their plan really is: Eliminate the Af-
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fordable Care Act and offer nothing in
return. They continue to tell the
American people, ‘“You are on your
own.”

They tried to repeal or undermine
the Affordable Care Act more than 65
times in Congress and failed. Now they
are trying to overturn the law in court,
and they are attempting to ram a Su-
preme Court nominee through in order
to do what they failed to do through
the legislative process, of course, after
saying that we ought not to consider a
Supreme Court nominee in an election
year because we ought to let the people
speak.

In fact, the people spoke in 2016 and
voted for Hillary Clinton by over a 3
million disparity. Republicans didn’t
care. They wanted to know what the
electoral college said. And, of course,
that is our Constitution, but it is not
the people speaking.

The fight over this nominee is very
much about the ability of Americans to
access quality, affordable healthcare.

When Democrats came into the ma-
jority, we took immediate action,
Madam Speaker, to defend the Afford-
able Care Act in court and stand up for
its protections for more than 130 mil-
lion Americans with preexisting condi-
tions.

What can we expect if Republicans
succeed in ending the Affordable Care
Act?

Free preventative
services, gone.

The guarantee of coverage for those
with preexisting conditions without
higher premiums, gone.

The ability to get covered under your
parents’ plans if you are younger than
26, gone.

The ban on lifetime and annual lim-
its of coverage, gone.

That is what we are defending for the
people and what we will continue to
protect.

Madam Speaker, we also took real
action to lower prescription drug costs
with the passage of H.R. 3 and other
legislation—not a gimmick like Presi-
dent Trump’s meaningless executive
orders or his illegal coupon cards that
endanger the future of Medicare, but
real action to benefit those who need
more affordable prescription drugs.

And when an unprecedented, deadly
pandemic swept across the globe and
on to our shores, House Democrats led
the way with swift action, enacting
four bipartisan laws and passing a fifth
bill, the Heroes Act, 42 months ago.
No action in the United States Senate
for 3%2 months, and then a lame effort,
which was not supported by Repub-
licans in the Senate and certainly no
Democrats in the Senate.

President Trump and the Republican
Senate, however, have blocked the He-
roes Act so necessary for those on un-
employment, so necessary for those
who are trying to feed their families,
so necessary for family support, so nec-
essary for small businesses, SO nec-
essary for hospital workers and those
who are administering testing, and so
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necessary for the States and localities
that are hiring police, firefighters,
sanitation workers—the critical per-
sonnel necessary to help confront this
virus.

Where Democrats have said we are in
this together, President Trump has
said it is what it is.

Let me say to the American people:
What it is does not have to be.

House Democrats have shown that
there is a better way to lead and a
more responsible way to govern in this
crisis.

Democrats have also been fighting to
make our economy work, Madam
Speaker, for the people while Repub-
licans fight to make our economy work
for the wealthy. That is why they are
fighting about the tax provision that
they put into the CARES Act, which
we think ought to be deleted because it
is for the wealthy, not for those who
are struggling.

In 2017, President Trump and Repub-
licans enacted an unpaid-for $1.5 tril-
lion tax cut where 83 percent, more
than 8 out of 10 Americans who got re-
lief in that tax act were some of the
wealthiest people in America, the top 1
percent. That bill also raised taxes on
86 million middle-class households.

In contrast, Madam Speaker, House
Democrats have used our majority to
benefit working families and grow our
economy. We voted to raise the min-
imum wage and ensure equal pay for
equal work for women. It lies unat-
tended in the United States Senate.
Senator MCCONNELL will not bring it
up.

We invested in new infrastructure
and clean energy innovation that
drives growth of new, high-paying
American jobs. It sits untended in the
United States Senate.
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House Democrats have been working
to make government more transparent
and accountable to the people.

Our majority moved swiftly, Madam
Speaker, to pass the strongest and
most comprehensive government re-
form legislation in decades, the For the
People Act.

That bill will hold government offi-
cials more accountable, increase trans-
parency and ethical standards, and in-
crease voter protections while insti-
tuting national redistricting reforms.

Where is it? In the Senate left
untended, unconsidered by the United
States Senate, because it is on McCON-
NELL’s desk and he will not move it.

While this President and Republicans
continue to make it harder for Ameri-
cans to vote, and sow confusion and un-
certainty about Dballoting, House
Democrats passed H.R. 4 to restore the
John Lewis Act, to restore the protec-
tions in the Voting Rights Act that so
many fought for, demonstrated for, and
died for.

But unfortunately, too many in this
country are trying to make it more dif-
ficult, not easier, to cast that central
facet of being a citizen in a democracy,
the right to vote.
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