
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6021 October 1, 2020 
ourselves today, but the need for addi-
tional help should transcend those par-
tisan differences. 

I spoke to Secretary Mnuchin less 
than an hour ago, and he continues 
talking to Speaker PELOSI, but at some 
point, while talking is good—it is bet-
ter than not talking—sometimes it is 
important not just to talk but to actu-
ally do something. In this case, that 
would mean the House and the Senate 
working with the President to agree on 
another bill. So I hope we are at a 
point at which we can see some relief 
soon. 

I am thinking about the airline in-
dustry and the tens of thousands of air-
line employees who are being fur-
loughed, actually, starting today. 
American Airlines and Southwest Air-
lines are headquartered in my State. I 
know, through no fault of their own, 
the airlines are struggling. We have 
tried to help them, and we have helped 
them, but we need to help the airlines’ 
employees by providing them with 
more assistance during this chal-
lenging time. We can do that if we 
would get off of dead center and work 
out some mutually agreeable com-
promise. 

Nobody is going to get everything 
one wants. It is not the nature of life or 
the nature of this business, but the 
American people are depending on us 
to do our jobs, and we cannot let them 
down. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCOTT of Florida). The clerk will call 
the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida). Without objection, 
it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BLACK REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
PATRIOTS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
America’s founding principles, includ-
ing that all men are created equal and 
endowed by our Creator with 
unalienable rights, are timeless and 
apply equally to all Americans. 

Commitment to these founding prin-
ciples is what ties us together as Amer-
icans, so it is vital that all Americans 
feel connected to them. 

That is why I have been working for 
years to establish a memorial on the 
National Mall to those Black Revolu-
tionary War patriots who fought for 
our founding ideals. 

I commend to all Americans the in-
sights of the founder of the organiza-
tion working to build this memorial, 
who argues that these patriots’ service 
and sacrifice completed the Founders’ 
vision. 

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I was 
absent due to an urgent family matter 
requiring my attention when the Sen-
ate voted on vote No. 200 on the motion 
to invoke cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed to Calendar No. 551, S. 4653. On 
vote No. 200, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea.∑ 

f 

YOM KIPPUR 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Rabbi 
Michael Cohen is a longtime friend of 
Marcelle and me. He occasionally sends 
me a Sunday sermon, which I thor-
oughly enjoy and share with family 
members. Following a week of mourn-
ing the passing of Justice Ginsburg, it 
was comforting to have this sermon to 
read after church this last Sunday. 

I ask unanimous consent that this 
sermon be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Jerusalem Post, Sept. 24, 2020] 
THE ECHOES OF YOM KIPPUR 

(By Rabbi Michael M. Cohen) 
When the gates of heaven close during the 

Ne’ila service of Yom Kippur, many of us put 
the avodah, the work, of Yom Kippur behind 
us. But that is an illusion. As the expression 
goes, when one door closes, another opens. 

Commentating on the Kol Nidre service at 
the beginning of Yom Kippur, when the gates 
are open wide, Rabbi Max Arzt teaches the 
goal of Yom Kippur is, ‘‘to lessen the dis-
tance between what we are and what we 
ought to be.’’ 

If the long day of introspection has 
worked, then at Ne’ila those gates close on 
who we were and open to a lighter, better 
and more refined version of who we are. 

But that too is an illusion. It is a fleeting 
moment of personal triumph. Like the sun-
set that gives way to the night, the dawn to 
the morning, the moon and its phases, the 
high tide and the low tide; stasis is not 
derech haolam, the way of the world. 

Each morning the siddur, the prayer book, 
reminds us, ‘‘Day after day You renew cre-
ation.’’ In that unfolding story we are, truth 
be told, composed of stardust. Most of the 
elements of our bodies originated in stars 
and the Big Bang. 

Like the rest of the universe, our course is 
one of continual renewal. Yom Kippur high-
lights that awareness and the work we began 
on Rosh Hodesh Elul, the beginning of the 
month of Elul, 40 days earlier. Our work 
reaches a higher level on Rosh Hashanah and 
the Ten Days of Repentance, aseret yomei 
teshuva, culminating with Yom Kippur. 

Those 40 days parallel the period when 
Moses returned to Mount Sinai to receive 

the second set of tablets following the inci-
dent of the Golden Calf. Moses, Moshe 
rabbeinu, Moses our teacher, literally mod-
els teshuva, repentance, return, when after 
the first tablets lay shattered at his feet he 
turned around and returned to once again 
climb Mount Sinai. 

We are no different, as the echo of Yom 
Kippur is always with us, pushing us to 
climb the mountain all year long. Yom 
Kippur Katan, the small Yom Kippur, ob-
served by some in most months on the day 
preceding Rosh Hodesh, is one of those 
echoes. It includes a daylight-hours’ fast and 
special liturgy. 

Rabbi Shefa Gold elucidates the origins of 
Yom Kippur Katan, teaching, ‘‘Kabbalists 
were moon watchers. The lenses through 
which they gazed were intensely focused on 
issues of exile and redemption. And so as the 
moon waned, the exile of the Shechina (the 
Divine Presence) was noted and mourned. 

With the moon’s return came the celebra-
tion of the miracle of redemption, a redemp-
tion that could be tasted and known but 
briefly before the cycle of exile continued. 
They based their custom on a legend that 
was recorded in the Babylonian Talmud in 
which God says to Israel, ‘‘Bring atonement 
upon me for making the moon smaller.’’ 
(Hullin 60b) THAT EPISODE in the Talmud 
is fascinating in and of itself. There God ad-
mits after God made the moon smaller than 
the sun that God had wronged the moon, and 
because of that God needed to do teshuva! 
Implied within that radical text: If God can 
admit to wrongdoing and address trans-
gression, who are we not to? 

In addition to Yom Kippur Katan, another 
echo of Yom Kippur is the sixth paragraph of 
the weekday Amidah prayer. There we say 
the confessional selach lanu, forgive us, in 
the same manner that we say the confes-
sional prayers ashamnu and al chet of Yom 
Kippur. Interspersed within the al chet Yom 
Kippur liturgy itself we also say selach lanu 
as we do during the rest of the year: ‘‘Ve’al 
kulam eloha selichot selach lanu. Mechal 
lanu. Kaper lanu,’’ And for them all, God of 
forgiveness, please forgive, pardon us, help 
us atone.’’ The selach lanu paragraph follows 
the fourth and fifth paragraphs of the 
Amidah. We first ask for binah, under-
standing, including self-understanding, so we 
can ask in the next prayer for help with 
teshuvah, repentance. There is a logic within 
the order of the Amidah: first self-under-
standing followed by repentance, and only 
then forgiveness. 

Three times a day the weekday Amidah is 
said. This means three times a day—evening, 
morning, and afternoon—we ask for forgive-
ness. In Judaism there is the concept of not 
saying a bracha levatala, a blessing whose 
purpose is not going to be fulfilled. This 
means that when we ask for forgiveness 
throughout the day there is the implied un-
derstanding, since we can’t say the bracha in 
vain, that we did something wrong in the 
morning, afternoon and evening. 

For some this is proof Judaism is a reli-
gion of guilt. Rabbi Art Green teaches the 
opposite when he says that Judaism is actu-
ally about guilt relief. This system provides 
us precious moments throughout the day to 
check in with ourselves and recalibrate as 
needed. 

Elaborating, Rabbi Daniel Kamesar, z’’l (of 
blessed memory), looks to the past daily sac-
rificial system of the Temple in Jerusalem 
as a model for that guilt relief when we 
would bring a chatat or an asham offering as 
expiation for our wrong choices, for missing 
the mark. Watching the smoke rise heavenly 
could be a cathartic, like watching the 
breadcrumbs of the Tashlich service float 
downstream away from us. 

‘‘Burn it up and let it go,’’ Daniel points 
out. ‘‘Most therapists are trying desperately 
to help us achieve that.’’ 
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While we are talking about the echoes of 

Yom Kippur throughout the year, we also 
note on Yom Kippur itself we have echoes of 
the Temple service. The chatat offering be-
came the al chet prayer, and the asham of-
fering became the ashamnu of the Yom 
Kippur liturgy. 

One of the most profound moments in our 
daily prayer life emanates from the Ne’ila 
service. The Talmud (Yoma 87b) discusses 
the wording for the service. Shmuel and Ulla 
bar Rav suggest we say, ‘‘What are we? What 
is our life? What is our kindness? What is our 
righteousness? What is our salvation? What 
is our power? What is our might?’’ THOSE 
QUESTIONS eventually migrated into the 
daily morning prayers of the siddur. In the 
context of the Talmud and the siddur they 
are traditionally understood as questions 
arising from a sense of ‘‘our iniquities too 
many to count,’’ as Rav Judah states. 

However, they can also be read as seven ex-
istential questions addressing the essence of 
our lives. We start by asking, ‘‘What are 
we?’’ The ultimate question, but in some 
ways too immense to answer, and so we fine 
tune and arrive at, ‘‘What is our life?’’ That 
is to say, what do we do with our lives, this 
precious gift? We want to define who we are. 
To answer that question, we realize our lives 
are measured by how we treat others, and so 
we ask, ‘‘What is our kindness?’’ and ‘‘What 
is our righteousness?’’ In other words, what 
care and consideration do we bring to others, 
and in a broader social reach, how do we 
strengthen justice in our communities and 
the world? 

Our lives are also measured and grounded 
by our inner spiritual lives, and so we ask, 
‘‘What is our salvation?’’ Answering and liv-
ing by the answers to these questions takes 
energy, and so we conclude by asking, ‘‘What 
is our power? What is our might?’’ 

While they are the final questions, they 
are both cautionary, giving us pause to 
think how we use our strength and efficacy 
while at the same time reminding us that we 
have agency. 

There is another lesson with these ques-
tions. Only the first two actually appear in 
the Talmud. As the scholar of Jewish liturgy 
Lawrence Hoffman points out, ‘‘Frequently, 
prayers were ad libbed. They began with a 
starting point, like Mah anu? Mah chayeinu? 
What are we? What is our life? But they then 
moved in whatever direction the prayer lead-
er preferred. It could be made up on the spot. 
What was done one year would not have been 
the same as in later years. There were no 
‘‘right’’ and ‘‘wrong’’ as we think of them. 

‘‘Right’’ was just making up the prayer 
and delivering it on the proper theme, with, 
ideally, some biblical texts to support the 
idea. Congregants would recognize the bib-
lical support and nod in recognition. So the 
Talmudic writer of this section might have 
had his own practice in mind, or no practice 
in mind at all, other than the idea that we 
start with the citation in question, and then 
develop the theme in a way that makes sense 
at the time. 

Such a process invites us to go deeper than 
the printed words on the page of the siddur. 
It asks us to drink from the essence of its 
message. What a liberating, creative, em-
powering approach; an approach with im-
mense responsibility as well. 

Ne’ila metaphorically suggests the gates of 
heaven close at the end of Yom Kippur, while 
at the same time we remember those daily 
Yom Kippur touch points and messages 
throughout the year. They remind us 
throughout the year that we always have the 
gift and opportunity to improve who we are, 
as well as to repair our shared world. 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
20–17 concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Egypt for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $417 million. After this 
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
HEIDI H. GRANT, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 20–17 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Egypt. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $0 million. 
Other $417 million. 
TOTAL $417 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
None. 
Non-MDE: A Maritime Domain Awareness 

(MDA) system that includes multi-site Ac-
quisition Radars (fixed and mobile) with sup-
porting facilities, Electro-Optical/Infrared 
Sensors (fixed, mobile, airborne), Radio Com-
munications suites, Hybrid Power Genera-
tion Systems, Closed Circuit Television, 
Power and Data Distribution Units, Auto-
matic Identification System, and various 
other surveillance and communications sys-
tems; and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. Equipment 
includes: thirty-four (34) Integrated Fixed 
Towers with supporting equipment; twenty- 
eight (28) Communication Towers with sup-
porting equipment; twelve (12) Relay Towers 
with supporting equipment; six (6) Naval 
Base Operations Rooms, two (2) regional Op-
erations Centers, and one (1) Strategic Oper-
ation Center all with supporting equipment; 
six (6) Harbor Protection Systems with sup-

porting equipment; Intelligent Fiber Intru-
sion Detection System; twelve (12) Vertical 
Take Off and Landing UAV with six (6) 
Ground Stations; fourteen (14) Mobile Mari-
time Surveillance Vehicles; and, three (3) 
Aerostat ISR Integrated Platform with sup-
porting equipment. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (EG–P– 
LGQ). 

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: EG–D–DAB. 
(vi) Sales Commission. Fee. etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technologv Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
October 1, 2020. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Egypt—Maritime Domain Awareness System 

The Government of Egypt has requested a 
possible sale of a Maritime Domain Aware-
ness (MDA) system that includes multi-site 
Acquisition Radars (fixed and mobile) with 
supporting facilities, Electro-Optical/Infra-
red Sensors (fixed, mobile, airborne), Radio 
Communications suites, Hybrid Power Gen-
eration Systems, Closed Circuit Television, 
Power and Data Distribution Units, Auto-
matic Identification System, and various 
other surveillance and communications sys-
tems; and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. Equipment 
includes: thirty-four (34) Integrated Fixed 
Towers with supporting equipment; twenty- 
eight (28) Communication Towers with sup-
porting equipment; twelve (12) Relay Towers 
with supporting equipment; six (6) Naval 
Base Operations Rooms, two (2) regional Op-
erations Centers, and one (1) Strategic Oper-
ation Center all with supporting equipment; 
six (6) Harbor Protection Systems with sup-
porting equipment; Intelligent Fiber Intru-
sion Detection System; twelve (12) Vertical 
Take Off and Landing UAV with six (6) 
Ground Stations; fourteen (14) Mobile Mari-
time Surveillance Vehicles; and, three (3) 
Aerostat ISR Integrated Platform with sup-
porting equipment. The estimated total pro-
gram cost is $417 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security of the United 
States by helping to improve the security of 
a Major Non-NATO Ally country that con-
tinues to be an important strategic partner 
in the Middle East. 

Egypt intends to use this Maritime Do-
main Awareness system to provide the Egyp-
tian Armed Forces with a maritime surveil-
lance capability with real-time situational 
awareness in the defense of Egypt maritime 
boundary, natural resources, and ports. 
Egypt will have no difficulty absorbing this 
equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The prime contractor will be the Advanced 
Technology Systems Company (ATSC), 
McLean, VA. There are no known offset 
agreements proposed in connection with this 
potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require annual trips to Egypt involving U.S. 
Government and contractor representatives 
for technical reviews, support, and oversight 
for approximately five years. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
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