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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING JUDGE CHUNG K.
PAK

HON. DAVID J. TRONE

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. TRONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Judge Chung K. Pak, who was
recently appointed Chief Administrative Law
Judge of the Maryland Office of Administrative
Hearings.

On June 10, 2020, Judge Pak made Mary-
land State history by becoming the third Chief
Administrative Law Judge of the Maryland Of-
fice of Administrative Hearings, and the first
ever minority Chief Administrative Law Judge.
As Chief Administrative Law Judge, he leads
the Maryland Office of Administrative Hearings
(OAH) and its Administrative Law judges, who
are responsible for conducting fair and impar-
tial hearings to resolve a variety of disputes
stemming from actions of Maryland’s many ex-
ecutive agencies.

Prior to this appointment, Judge Pak served
as an Administrative Patent Judge at the
United States Patent Trial and Appeal Board
for over 23 years, where he adjudicated over
6,000 patent cases involving emerging tech-
nologies and complex legal issues and wrote
over 2000 opinions eligible for appeal to the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.
Judge Pak also served as a corporate intellec-
tual property counsel at Union Carbide Cor-
poration and Praxair, Inc. While there, he pro-
vided legal advice and counsel on a wide
range of intellectual property issues, including
domestic and foreign patent procurement, liti-
gation, trade secrets, antitrust, licensing, and
technology transfer issues.

Although Judge Pak is a proud and longtime
Marylander, he grew up in Alabama after he
and his family immigrated to the United States
from South Korea over 49 years ago. Like
many immigrants, Judge Pak and his family
faced difficulties due to limited economic re-
sources and language and cultural barriers.
However, due to their resolve, hard work,
faith, and neighbors’ help and friendship,
Judge Pak and his family were able to over-
come these obstacles. In the years that fol-
lowed, Judge Pak worked his way through
school and graduated from Auburn University
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Chem-
ical Engineering. He later graduated from the
Columbus School of Law at The Catholic Uni-
versity of America with a Juris Doctor degree
while working as a U.S. Patent Examiner at
the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. Judge
Pak then was admitted to the U.S. Supreme
Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fourth Circuit, the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit, Maryland Bar, Virginia Bar,
D.C. Bar and Patent Bar.

Judge Pak’s dedication to public service and
making a difference in our country and com-
munity is also evident in his activism. Justice
Pak is a highly venerated civic activist and
leader in Montgomery County and Maryland.

Over the years, he has served on the boards
of and in leadership positions on a number of
nonprofit community organizations. In par-
ticular, he has served as Commissioner of
Maryland Higher Education Commission, the
Maryland Governor's Commission on Asian
Pacific American Affairs, and Montgomery
County License Commission; Co-Chairman of
the Montgomery County NAACP Multicultural
Partnership; Board Member of Progressive
Maryland, = Montgomery  County  Branch
NAACP, Committee for Montgomery, Maryland
Attorney General’'s Advisory Council, Mont-
gomery County Executive’s Asian American
Advisory Board, Montgomery County State’s
Attorney’s Asian American Advisory Board,
and Montgomery Upcounty Citizens Advisory
Board; Chairman and President of League of
Korean Americans of Maryland; Montgomery
County Asian American Police Advisory Com-
mittee, Taskforce to reduce racial tension in
John F. Kennedy High School, Comptroller
Peter Franchot’s Transition Team, and County
Executive Ike Leggett’s Transition Team.

Known as a consensus and bridge builder,
Judge Pak has worked closely with Latino, Af-
rican American, Asian Pacific American, labor,
women, religious, and civil rights groups on
issues of common concern. His extraordinary
life story and significant contributions to the
community have been featured in the Ga-
zette’s “One of Forty Who Cared,” and in
other newspaper articles. For his outstanding
service and contributions, he was inducted
into Montgomery County Human Rights Hall of
Fame. He also received International Leader-
ship Award; The President’s Volunteer Service
Award; Maryland Governor’s Volunteer Serv-
ice Award; Progressive Maryland’s Progres-
sive Leader Award; Montgomery County Ex-
ecutive’s Office of Community Partnership’s
Trailblazer Award, MCDCC'’s Kelsey Cook Vol-
unteer of Year Award; Census Department’s
Census Outstanding Volunteer Service Award;
Asian Pacific American Chamber of Com-
merce Outstanding Community Leader Award,
Federal Asian Pacific American Council Out-
standing Leader Award, Maryland Coalition of
100 Organizations for Recognition of Asian
Lunar New Year's STAR of Maryland Asian
Pacific American Community Award; League
of Korean Americans of Maryland Outstanding
Service and Presidential Awards; Korean
American Senior Citizens’ Advocate Award;
Montgomery County Branch NAACP Certifi-
cate of Appreciation; USPTO Asian Pacific
American Network Leadership Award; and
many other awards. As Senator Barbara Mi-
kulski once said, “Judge Pak has spent a life-
time fighting injustice and inequality. His story
is truly an embodiment of the American dream
and an example of leadership with compas-
sion and commitment to public service.”

HONORING RALPH ELLIOT BOWEN,
THE LAST SURVIVING WORLD

WAR 1II VETERAN FROM THE
SENECA NATION’'S ALLEGANY
TERRITORY, FOR BEING IN-
DUCTED INTO THE NEW YORK
STATE SENATE’S VETERANS’

HALL OF FAME
HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
honor Sergeant Ralph Elliot Bowen, the last
surviving World War Il veteran from the Sen-
eca Nation’s Allegany Territory, for being in-
ducted into the New York State Senate Vet-
erans’ Hall of Fame. Ralph, who recently
turned ninety-eight years old in August, should
be celebrated and honored for his bravery and
sacrifice.

Ralph fought in the European Campaign as
a B—24 Liberator heavy bomber aerial gunner
from 1941 to 1945. He helped in the efforts to
liberate France and Europe during that time.
He was also a member of the 15th Air Force’s
450th Bombardment Group, in the 723rd Bom-
bardment Squadron. The unit was involved in
missions over France, Austria, Germany, the
Balkans and Greece.

Ralph is currently the oldest living member
of the Seneca Nation. He is a member of the
Snipe Clan, and served five terms as Tribal
Councilor, as well as tenures as Peacemaker
and Seneca Nation Surrogate Judge. He also
served as Seneca Nation Marshal and pastor
for the Red House Baptist Church.

In 2019, Ralph was presented with the
French Legion of Honor for his military service
during World War Il. He is the first Seneca
and second Native American to receive the
appointment of Knight in the Order of the Le-
gion of Honor.

Ralph’s service to our nation during a time
of great need is something that should be re-
vered and remembered. We cannot forget the
great personal risk and dedication he showed
during his service. Today, we stand and honor
his service and sacrifice. Today, we recognize
Ralph, for his courage, resolve and bravery—
and | thank him for all that he has done.

Given the above, | ask that this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to
honor Sergeant Ralph Elliot Bowen, the fast
surviving World War Il veteran from the Sen-
eca Nation’s Allegany Territory.

RECOGNIZING BEVERLY MYERS
FOR DECADES OF SERVICE TO
FAIRFAX CITY AND THE NORTH-
ERN VIRGINIA COMMUNITY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Beverly Myers and to congratulate
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her on her retirement following decades of
service to Fairfax City and our Northern Vir-
ginia community.

As Chairman of the Fairfax City Independ-
ence Day Celebration Committee, Beverly has
donated her time, skills, and talent with faithful
displays of leadership and commitment. Fair-
fax City’s Independence Day Celebration con-
tinues to be one of the biggest and best cele-
brations of our nation’s birthday in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. Its signature event, the
Independence Day Parade, attracts partici-
pants and spectators from throughout the re-
gion and is an event that | have had the privi-
lege of participating in for years. Every year
the parade has continued to grow and flourish,
and due to Beverly’s efforts, all who attend are
guaranteed to have a wonderful time.

Beverly has also dedicated her time serving
as Chairman of the Chocolate Lovers Festival
Committee. Her leaderships with this festival,
another event that | have enjoyed attending
over the years, has helped increase the fes-
tival's popularity and attendance. Because of
Beverly’s tireless work behind these events,
the City of Fairfax benefited tremendously in
reputation, city visits, and economic gain.

Through Beverly’s work, she has brought to-
gether the community and enhanced vol-
unteerism. Because of her selfless dedication,
she has received several community honors
and awards recognizing her efforts. These
honors include the PRAB Exemplary Service
Award (2020), Volunteer of the Year Award
(2017), Mayor's Award for Outstanding Com-
munity Service and Dedication to Volunteerism
(2012) and VFW Post No. 8469 Americanism
Award Citation (2010) to name a few of her
accolades.

| often say that the health and happiness of
a community can be measured in part by the
spirit of community and volunteerism that ex-
ists. Beverly embodies this spirit of service
and we have all benefited from her service.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Beverly Myers and in thanking
her for her years of selfless service to our
community. As Beverly retires and returns
home to Missouri, we wish her continued
health, happiness, and success.

——————

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS
CONSERVATION EXTENSION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2020

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, over four months
ago, the House passed the Heroes Act to sup-
port our nation’s heroes and everyday Ameri-
cans to meet the challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Unfortunately, the Senate has refused to
take up this vital legislation, and many sen-
ators seem to believe that Congress has al-
ready done enough. The truth is that the
needs of our country have only increased.
Today 13.6 million Americans are unemployed
and 200,000 Americans have died from
COVID-19, with cases rising again around the
country.

The House is serious about providing relief
to Americans and reaching a compromise with
the Senate and the White House which is why
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today’s Heroes Act is $1.2 trillion less than the
original bill we passed in March. Although
smaller, today’s bill still meets the needs of
the American people by putting money in their
pockets to strengthen our economy and pro-
viding the resources we need to crush the
virus. Specifically, the updated Heroes Act in-
cludes the following:

An additional $600 per week in Unemploy-
ment Insurance through January 2021;

A second round of $1,200 checks to most
taxpayers and $500 for their dependents;

$75 billion for testing, tracing, and treatment
to get COVID—19 under control;

$436 billion to state and local governments
who employ heroes like first responders and
health care workers who are at risk of losing
their jobs;

$225 billion for K to 12 school, colleges, and
universities to address the challenges of dis-
tance learning in the new school year;

$71 billion for renters and homeowners to
ensure they don’t lose their housing during the
pandemic;

Over $15 billion for connectivity, including
$12 billion to close the homework gap, $3 bil-
lion to keep low-income Americans connected,
and $200 million for telehealth.

The new Heroes Act is proof that the House
is willing to compromise in order to deliver
desperately needed relief to the American
people. It's time for the Senate and the White
House to meet us halfway so we can protect
American lives and livelihoods.

—————

DR. JAMES *““JIM” WALTER
BARTLING

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in remembrance of a true health
care hero, Dr. James “Jim” Walter Bartling,
who passed away on September 24 at the
age of 70.

Jim dedicated his life to being an amazing
son, brother, husband, father, teacher, coun-
selor, pharmacist, and friend.

His life was marked by his contributions to
the practice of pharmacy as soon as he grad-
uated from Mercer University Southern School
of Pharmacy with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Pharmacy, as well as a Doctorate in
Pharmacy degree.

Jim practiced at Doctors Memorial Hospital
in Atlanta before being named Director of Ad-
missions, Job Placement, and Continuing Edu-
cation at Mercer University, and eventually be-
came the Dean for Student Affairs and Admis-
sions and served in that role for 38 years until
he retired in 2016.

He was also committed to counseling and
supporting pharmacists, student pharmacists,
and pharmacy technicians with substance
abuse disorders.

As a pharmacist myself, | am immensely
grateful for the work he did to leave a lasting
impact on the pharmacy profession and the
countless lives he touched.

His legacy will surely continue for many
years to come.

October 2, 2020

CONGRATULATING MELANIE
KENNEDY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate Melanie Kennedy
on her recent election to the Board of Direc-
tors of the National Association of Federally-
Insured Credit Unions (NAFCU).

Ms. Kennedy is the President and CEO of
Southwest Financial Federal Credit Union in
Dallas, Texas, where she has served for near-
ly 14 years. Known for her collaboration and
networking skills, she has the unique ability to
help others achieve greatness.

Ms. Kennedy recognizes the role credit
unions play in a functioning economy and is
thoroughly dedicated to the success of the in-
dustry. Her wealth of financial services knowl-
edge opened up leadership opportunities, in-
cluding her most recent position as the Treas-
urer and Executive Committee member of the
Cornerstone Resources Board of Directors.

Ms. Kennedy attended the University of
Texas at Arlington and is also an active mem-
ber of her community—volunteering at the
Promise House, an organization helping
homeless youth in Dallas.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of Texas’s 30th
Congressional District, I'd like to wish Ms.
Kennedy the best of luck in her new role on
the NAFCU Board of Directors. | am confident
that her skill set will complement the board
and its associated credit unions for years to
come, and | look forward to working with her.

——
IN HONOR OF THE MEMORY OF
THE LATE HAJJ MOHAMAD

MEHANNA (ABU IMAD)
HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the esteemed
life of the late Hajj Mohamad Kamal Mehanna
(Abu Imad). He will forever be remembered for
his tremendous service to our community, and
he will be deeply missed.

Hajj Abu Imad was a true embodiment of
the American dream. In 1988, he immigrated
to the United States from Lebanon and quickly
dedicated himself to supporting his local com-
munity in the Metro Detroit region. He was a
founder and board member of the Islamic In-
stitute of Knowledge, an organization that
strives to support the spiritual, informational,
educational, and social needs of Michigan’s Is-
lamic community. Hajj Abu Imad committed
himself to furthering the vision and mission of
the lIslamic Institute of Knowledge, and he
served as the Chairman for the Public Rela-
tions Committee for many years. Even after
immigrating to the United States, Hajj Abu
Imad remained faithful to honoring his heritage
and supporting Lebanon. He made several
trips to Lebanon to meet with the President
and Prime Minister to discuss ways to pro-
mote progress and meet the evolving needs of
the Lebanese community.

Throughout Michigan, Hajj Abu Imad was
recognized as a humble, kind, and dapper
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gentleman. He was a man of great wisdom
who offered comforting words of guidance in
troubling times. He was a loyal friend to all
those who knew him and left others in good
spirits. He valued friendships and sought to
develop deep, lasting, and meaningful relation-
ships with others. He was a member in a so-
cial group known as “Khalan Al-Wafa,” where
he endeavored to make connections, discuss
issues, and foster a deep sense of community
and unity. Most importantly of all, Hajj Abu
Imad was devoted to his family. He married
his wife Hajjah Aziza Anani in 1967, and the
two shared a fruitful and prosperous marriage
of 53 years. Together, they raised a beautiful
family. At his death, Hajj Abu Imad was the
beloved patriarch of seven children and four-
teen grandchildren. He will be missed by all,
but his memory will endure through the count-
less lives he touched.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring the life and legacy of the late
Hajj Mohamad Kamal Mehanna (Abu Imad).
His passing is a loss to our entire conununity.
May he rest in eternal peace.

————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PARKER-GRAY HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | recognize the 100th anni-
versary of the Parker-Gray High School in the
City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Parker-Gray High School opened in Sep-
tember of 1920 and provided countless African
American students with a comprehensive edu-
cation during a time of segregation. Though
faced with adversity—lack of resources, teach-
ers, and facilities—Parker-Gray was able to
provide students with what is now understood
as a fundamental right.

The alumnae of Parker-Gray took their edu-
cation and were able to apply it to not only the
City of Alexandria, but to all aspects of their
lives.

Please join me in honoring the 100th anni-
versary of Parker-Gray High School. It is im-
portant that we continue its mission and en-
sure the Parker-Gray legacy lives on.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ANTHONY
“TONY” ETCHISON

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life and legacy of
Tony Etchison, an Indiana basketball legend,
accomplished farmer, and loving family man.
Born on April 14, 1972, in Tipton, Indiana,
Tony was a life-long Hoosier. He dedicated
much of his life to athletics and giving back to
the youth teams in Indiana’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. While we mourn Tony’s unex-
pected death, we are forever grateful for his
endless victories and accomplishments, both
on and off the basketball court.
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Tony graduated from Noblesville High
School in 1991 where he began his standout
career in basketball. As a four-year letter win-
ner and leader of three consecutive sectional
championship teams for Noblesville, Tony was
chosen as the County Player of the Year for
two seasons and was named All-Hamilton
County four times. His countless accomplish-
ments in high school led to a scholarship op-
portunity at Mercer University in Georgia
where he continued his athletic career as a
star basketball player.

He led his team in the Trans American Con-
ference in three-point shooting during his four-
year collegiate career. Tony made Mercer Uni-
versity history by being the first player to earn
Trans American All-Academic Team honors all
four years he played. He completed his edu-
cation and graduated in 1995, from Mercer’s
Stetson School of Business & Economics with
a Bachelors of Arts in Business Administration
and Finance. After completing his education
Tony returned home and began work for the
family business, Etchison Farms. It was also
during this time in Tony’s life that he began a
twenty-two year career as an agent for Indiana
Farm Bureau Insurance, serving many families
in the Fifth District.

As an adult, Tony’s earlier athletic accom-
plishments did not go unnoticed. In 2009, he
was inducted into the Hamilton County Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. Later in 2016, he was in-
ducted into the Noblesville High School Ath-
letic Hall of Fame and honored by the Indiana
Basketball Hall of Fame by being selected to
be a teammate on their 2016 Silver Anniver-
sary Team. In July of 2019, Tony was elected
as a director of the Indiana Basketball Hall of
Fame. In addition to his basketball career,
Tony loved to coach youth sports in the area.

Tony’s proudest role in life was being a hus-
band and father. Tony and his wife, Toby,
were blessed with three sons: John Phillip or
“JP”, a freshman at Indiana University, Gus, a
junior at Hamilton Heights High School, and
Tillman, an 8th grader at Hamilton Heights
Middle School. One of Tony’s greatest joys in
life was having the opportunity to share with
his sons his love of all sports, and the joy of
competition.

Tony died tragically on October 23, 2019,
on the family farm in Arcadia, Indiana. Tony
will be forever missed by his family, friends,
colleagues, and the entire Indiana basketball
community. On behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, | extend my deepest con-
dolences to Tony’s wife, Toby, their three
sons, the entire Etchison family, and their
friends, who mourn his passing.

———

JACK KASTER
HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to remember and honor the life of
Mr. Jack Kaster who passed away on Sep-
tember 8 at the age of 91.

Jack bravely served our country in the Ko-
rean War as a First Lieutenant in the Army
and was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple
Heart.

He spent 33 years working with IBM, and
then went on to spend 3 decades selflessly
leading charitable organizations.
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Jack loved music and sports, especially golf,
and was devoted to serving others with every
opportunity he was given.

He was president of the Fairfield County
Council Boy Scouts, and he was impressively
awarded the Silver Beaver, which is the high-
est national non-Scout honor.

Jack was committed to improving education
and literacy throughout his 20 years serving
as Chairman and then lifetime board member
of the Live Oak Public Libraries Foundation in
Savannah.

| am thankful for the selfless and honorable
life Jack led.

He will be dearly missed by his family,
friends, and all who knew him.

———

RECOGNIZING GARLAND JAMES’
99TH BIRTHDAY

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | am here
today to recognize the 99th birthday of my
constituent, Garland James, on October 3rd,
who is turning 99 years young. An active
member of the Arizona community, Garland is
a veteran, loving husband and father, and
business owner whose life is symbolic of the
American dream promised to all.

A member of the greatest generation, Gar-
land arrived in Europe in 1944 in our great
struggle against fascism. Landing at Nor-
mandy and serving through France, Germany,
and Central Europe, Garland was a light truck
driver, retrieving young Americans who had
fallen on the battlefield.

Returning from the war in 1945, Garland
met his wife Mary while working as a truck
driver across the Eastern part of the U.S.
Their new family moved out West, and over
the course of the following decades, Garland
would find success in the tire industry, open-
ing a series of stores in Arizona and Cali-
fornia. In fact, his stores in Apache Junction
and Tuba City still stand today, with the
Apache Junction store remaining in the family,
managed and owned by his son.

Madam Speaker, it is a great honor to rep-
resent Garland James, a true patriot and shin-
ing example of a good man, father, and cit-
izen. | urge all my colleagues to join me in
wishing Garland a very happy 99th birthday, to
thank him for his service to this great nation,
and to wish him well as we wait for this time
next year to share in his 100th birthday cele-
bration.

————
RECOGNIZING YOUNG ARTISTS OF
FLORIDA’S EIGHTH CONGRES-

SIONAL DISTRICT

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, creativity
often spearheads innovation, paving the way
for our Nation’s future.

As such, | want to take a moment to recog-
nize the talented young artists of Florida’s
Eighth Congressional District who competed in
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the 2020 Congressional Art Competition. Due
to the coronavirus, this year's competition was
held remotely. The theme of this year's art-
work focused on the Indian River Lagoon.

This year a total of thirty-one students from
high schools across the Space and Treasure
Coasts submitted artwork—all very talented
students with creative and imaginative pieces.
Three finalists were chosen, and two entries
were also selected for special recognition.

This year's winning piece, titled “The Prom-
ise” by Michael Spears of Master's Academy
will be displayed in the United States Capitol
in Washington, D.C. His teacher is Gerry
Geary.

The runners up included: Adam Hicks of
West Shore Jr./Sr. High for “Mosquito” earned
the Third Place Award. His teacher is James
Finch. Rain Perlman of Merritt Island High for
“At the Beach” earned the Second Place
Award. Her teacher is Lara Klopp.

This year the judges also selected two
pieces of art for Special Recognition. Krystal
Reither of Merritt Island High earned a Special
Recognition for her piece “Lagoon Panoply”.
Her teacher is Lara Klopp. Kevin Olson of In-
dian River Charter High School also earned a
Special Recognition for his piece “Goo La-
goon”. His teacher is Amelia Strazzulla.

| ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in congratulating
these fine students for their creative efforts
and saluting all students across the United
States who accepted the challenge to partici-
pate in this year’s Congressional Art Competi-
tion.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE EARLY DEER
PARK SETTLERS TEXAS HISTOR-
ICAL MONUMENT DEDICATION

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the dedication of the Deer Park
Early Settlers Texas State Historical Marker in
Deer Park, Harris County, Texas. The text of
marker reads as follows:

In 1928, Shell Oil Company purchased land
in Deer Park, Texas for a new petrochemical
refinery. Surveyors discovered a marble
headstone broken into four pieces. Shell re-
assembled the headstone and maintained the
area as an actual gravesite. In 1976, Shell
was given permission from the Texas Histor-
ical Commission, as well as the Harris Coun-
ty attorney and Harris County judge to relo-
cate the marker and disinter any remains. In
March of 1977, the marble headstone and a
small cement casket, from the original site,
were moved to Dow Park in the City of Deer
Park.

The inscription on the headstone gave the
name of two siblings, Mary W. Jackson and
William Wilson. These early settlers died in
1834. William Wilson purchased land in the
early 1830’s and built a cabin on the bank of
the Buffalo Bayou with his wife and children.
This was adjacent to what became the site of
the Battle of San Jacinto that secured
Texas’ independence from Mexico in 1836.
William Wilson also owned land near the set-
tlement of Crosby. Humphrey Jackson, one
of the “Old 300"’ settlers, owned land near the
Wilson property in Crosby. It was presumed
that Mary W. Jackson was somehow associ-
ated with Humphrey, based on a judgement

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

recorded in Harris County records in 1852.
This could explain why Mary Wilson became
Mary W. Jackson.

The 186-year-old headstone is one of the
oldest marked headstones in Harris County
and Deer Park’s oldest artifact. The histor-
ical marker reflects the history of Deer
Park, as well as the history of Texas. The
historical marker presents a glimpse of ordi-
nary people in Texas in the 1830’s and com-
memorates these early Deer Park settlers.

As a former member of the Texas Historical
Commission, | know that this is a great honor
for the community. | wish all of my friends in
Deer Park well as they celebrate the dedica-
tion on October 20th.

HONORING DR. BETTINA “TINA”
ATKINS
HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Bettina “Tina” Atkins,
a pioneer in education who passed away on
Saturday, August 22, 2020, at the age of 61.

Dr. Bettina “Tina” Atkins was born in Des
Moines, lowa, later moving to South Texas as
a teenager. She graduated from McAllen High
School in 1977 and earned a Bachelor of Arts
Degree with Honors in Communication from
the University of Texas, Pan American (UTPA)
in 1981, now the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley (UTRGV).

Dr. Atkins went on to earn a Masters De-
gree in Educational Leadership at UTPA in
1993 and a Ph.D. in Organization Leadership
from Our Lady of the Lake University in 2015.
She shared her love of and commitment to
lifelong learning with thousands of children in
South Texas.

Dr. Atkins’ dedication to educational equality
made her one of the most influential women in
South Texas in the field of higher education.
Dr. Atkins spent 24 years with Region One, an
organization that assists school districts im-
prove student performance and implement ini-
tiatives assigned by the state legislature or
education commissioner. During her tenure
with Region One, Dr. Atkins helped bring the
first GEAR-UP grant to South Texas in 1999.
These grants are designed to provide more
low-income students with the tools and re-
sources needed to succeed in postsecondary
education.

Eventually, Dr. Atkins became the Director
of several GEAR-UP grants, helping over
25,000 students and their families reach post-
secondary education, changing their lives for-
ever. Dr. Atkins also helped launch Project
Heal2, which supports students who are inter-
ested in pursuing a nursing degree in high
school through college. Dr. Atkins’ accomplish-
ments do not stop there, but | would like to
take a moment to talk about her love for her
family.

Dr. Atkins achieved all these incredible feats
while being the “happy coordinator” for her
family and her friends. She was a proud sister,
aunt, and daughter. She emanated joy and
positive energy everywhere she went.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Bettina “Tina” Atkins
was an incredible leader and a shining light for
South Texas. Her accomplishments will cer-
tainly be remembered for generations to
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come. | stand here today to thank Dr. Atkins
for her contributions to the world, and | wish
her family peace during these difficult times.
She will be greatly missed.

————

CONGRATULATING HOLLEY DEAN

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate Holley Dean of Sa-
vannah, Georgia, for being named to Forbes’
America’s Top Women Wealth Advisors List
for 2020.

Ms. Dean is remarkably one of ten women
who were selected from a pool of 32,000
nominations.

Top advisors across the country were nomi-
nated by their firms and then researched,
interviewed, and assigned a ranking within
their respective states.

Service models, investing process, client re-
tention, experience levels, review of compli-
ance records, and firm nominations are some
of many factors considered.

The decision is also based on quantitative
criteria, such as assets under management
and revenue generated for their firms.

Holley currently serves as a financial advi-
sor for Stifel, which is a diversified global
wealth management and investment banking
company.

Her hard work and dedication throughout
the years has clearly paid off, and she de-
serves to be honored and celebrated for this
amazing accomplishment.

| wish her the best of luck in the years to
come.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MIDDLERIDGE
COMMUNITY OF FAIRFAX COUN-
TY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the 50th anniversary of the
Middleridge community.

Located in the heart of Fairfax County and
the 11th Congressional District of Virginia,
Middleridge is a tight-knit community and the
land on which it is built is steeped in history.
The very name of Middleridge was derived
from a 1766 decision of the Vestry of Truro
Parish, including George Washington and
Colonel George William Fairfax, to establish
the new Payne’s Church at the “middle Ridge”
of Ox Road.

On July 17, 1970 the grand opening of Sec-
tion 1 Middleridge, consisting of 39 lots, was
announced in The Evening Star. It was adver-
tised by the developer as being in “the best of
Virginian tradition.” “Surrounded by the rich
history of the county, its homes radiate with
old charm and aristocratic character.” Today
the community consists of 578 homes situated
on approximately ninety-five acres and boasts
amenities including a lake, large park, basket-
ball and tennis courts, and swimming pool.
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The all-volunteer Middleridge Civic Associa-
tion was formed in 1973. The civic association
promotes an exceptionally strong sense of
community that greets new residents with
open arms, providing welcoming gifts to the
newest neighbors. The Civic Association co-
ordinates regular stream clean-ups and
awards annual scholarships to high school
seniors. Annual events include an Easter egg
hunt, home and garden tours, Halloween pa-
rade, a holiday light decorating contest and
community movie nights.

In 2002, Middleridge established a National
Night Out celebration in partnership with the
Fairfax County Police Department. Of the
scores of NNO events held each year, the
Middleridge National Night Out has been rec-
ognized as the largest event in the entire
county—again a testament to the community
spirit and activism of Middleridge residents.

As the former president of the Mantua civic
association, | know firsthand that a community
is more than houses in a development. In fact,
the health and well-being of a region can be
measured by the involvement of its citizens.
When residents invest their time, care, and
energies, a true community is created to the
benefit of all. Fairfax County is considered one
of the best places in the nation in which to
live, work and raise a family, largely because
of the willingness of so many to become ac-
tively involved. Middleridge Civic Association
and the residents of this neighborhood provide
an excellent example of how to create a thriv-
ing, energetic, and welcoming place to call
home.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commemorating the 50th Anniversary of
Middleridge and in thanking the residents and
civic association members and officers for
their contributions and service to our commu-
nity.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. CHARLES
W. REEDER, JR.

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
deep sadness but great respect that | take this
time to remember Mr. Charles W. Reeder, Jr.,
who passed away on September 7, 2020, at
the age of 69. Mr. Reeder’s love for his family
and dedication to his community is noteworthy
and admirable. While he will be truly missed
by his family and friends, the impact he has
had on his community will live on for genera-
tions to come.

Mr. Reeder received a Master of Divinity
from Virginia Theological Seminary and he
later completed a Doctor of Ministry from Ash-
land Seminary and worked for Food for the
Poor, raising funds for third world countries.
During 40 years of ministry, he served church-
es in Ohio, lllinois, Washington, and Colorado.
He also taught classes at several college
venues as well as prisons. Teaching and
preaching were his passions, and he excelled
at both. He had a love for theology and phys-
ics, remodeling and good music.

His life was filled with compassion, and he
lived to serve the needs of others. His great-
est loves, however, were his wife, Pat, his two
daughters, and his three precious grandsons.
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Therefore, Madam Speaker, | ask you to rise
with me in honor of Mr. Charles Reeder, Jr.
He will be profoundly missed, but his memory
lives on in his family.

CELEBRATING JUSTICE RUTH
BADER GINSBURG

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
today we celebrate Ruth Bader Ginsburg. We
remember her groundbreaking work and re-
markable legacy. We owe our opportunity to
be who we are to what she accomplished.

That's why we call her the Notorious RBG.

Justice Ginsburg defied expectations. De-
spite her acumen and proven ability in the law,
she was denied jobs for which she was well-
qualified. She nonetheless pursued that career
at a time when social norms kept women at
home and discouraged them from working.

Justice Ginsburg showed up for a genera-
tion of women and men. Equality drove her
work.

Her vision and imagination demanded that
she not allow an individual’s dreams be short-
changed by institutional inequality.

When people are held back by unjust laws,
they cannot flourish and thrive. She felt that in
her bones, and she strove to fix it.

As a Jewish woman, | feel a strong sense
of identity with her. She was grounded in the
teaching of Tikkun Olum—to repair the world
and the Torah’s admonition that one doesn’t
have to complete the work but cannot desist
trying.

Now, there will be not just a void with her
passing, but a chasm as our role model—our
champion of liberty, equality, and democracy.

So we and future generations must pick up
the torch and continue her fight.

——————

HONORING MOHANDAS
KARAMCHAND GANDHI

HON. GEORGE HOLDING

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, one of the most influential men of the
modern world. As we celebrate the close of
the 150th anniversary of Gandhi’s birth, it is
important to remember that his legacy is born
out every day in the lives of billions of people
who live the way they do because of his self-
less work.

His teachings of non-violence have im-
pacted the entire world; and his promotion of
racial, social, and political equality will con-
tinue to touch the global community as we
work towards a brighter, freer future.

It is vital that we continue to embody
Gandhi’s perseverance and non-violent ways
as we work to make the world a better place.
Today, we honor his legacy and the power
that an individual man had to change the
world. 151 years ago, Gandhi was born an or-
dinary man. Today, he is a worldwide symbol
of peace and civil disobedience. May he con-

E921

tinue to rest in peace, and may his legacy pre-
vail eternally.

———

MALCOM BLAIR “MAL” WHITE

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in remembrance of Mr. Malcom
Blair “Mal” White of Metter, Georgia, who
passed away on September 21st.

Mal was a beloved son, husband, father,
grandfather, leader, and friend.

Mal taught high school math at Savannah
Country Day School in Georgia’s First District
for over three decades.

Mal generously and selflessly served Sa-
vannah Country Day in various roles, including
math department chair, dean of students,
Upper School assistant principal.

He was dedicated to enriching the lives of
all students and equally invested his time to
athletics, including assisting with the varsity
football and JV basketball teams, serving as
the varsity girls basketball head coach, as well
as serving as the varsity golf coach for over
three decades.

He led all teams to numerous victories.

| am thankful for the lasting impact Mal
made on his community, and | know his leg-
acy will continue at Savannah Country Day
School for years to come.

My thoughts and prayers go out to his fam-
ily, friends, and the countless students, par-
ents, and teachers’ lives he touched.

TRIBUTE TO BABA SHEIKH

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speaker, |
want to express my heartfelt condolences to
the Yazidi community around the world and in
my hometown of Lincoln, Nebraska on the
loss of spiritual leader Baba Sheikh.

In August 2014, ISIS launched a genocidal
campaign against the Yazidi people in Iraq,
killing and brutalizing thousands. Five years
later, hundreds of thousands of Yazidis are
still displaced in refugee camps in their own
country. Throughout all this terror and diaboli-
cal suffering, the spiritual leader of the Yazidi
people, Baba Sheikh, stood steady as a great
source of comfort, love, and inspiration.

Madam Speaker, it's not widely known, but
two years ago, at the behest of Vice President
Pence, | traveled to Northern Iraq to assess
the situation faced by religious minority com-
munities after the ISIS genocide. It was my
privilege to meet with Baba Sheik. Together
we met with the Yazidi women who had been
enslaved by ISIS. | will never forget his
gentleness, kindness, and eagerness to be
with us even amidst all the suffering.

May he rest in peace.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE FIRST
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CUSTARD
COMPANY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to offer my heartfelt congratulations to
The Custard Company on celebrating its first
anniversary. This milestone is worthy of com-
mendation.

The Custard Company is an ice cream shop
located in Downtown Dearborn. Although only
one year old, the Custard Company has al-
ready become a local favorite. The institution
has established a stellar reputation throughout
the community and endeavors to continue
building meaningful and lasting connections
with customers. The company prides itself on
creating high-quality treats and ice cream cre-
ations including frozen custard, milkshakes,
flurries, sundaes, and the cookie monster
sandwich, to name a few.

In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic,
the first anniversary of the Custard Company
has given our community a reason to cele-
brate. lts vibrant environment, dedicated staff,
and delectable treats have drawn friends and
families together and make all feel welcome.
The Custard Company’s demonstrated com-
mitment to serving Dearborn and all those in
it is immensely appreciated, and we are con-
fident the institution will continue to thrive in
the years to come.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating The Custard Company’s first
anniversary. Congratulations on a successful
year, and best wishes for continued success
in the years ahead.

—————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR.
JERRY KANE

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CLOUD. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of Mr. Jerry Kane, a
giant in the Corpus Christi community, who
passed away on September 24th, 2020. A
prominent businessman, public servant, and
family man, Jerry was well-known and well-
loved in our part of Texas. His family emi-
grated here after World War Il from Czecho-
slovakia, where his parents survived the Holo-
caust and fought for the freedom of their peo-
ple.

Jerry spent many years in the family meat-
packing business, and during his time as
President and CEO, he moved the company
forward through innovation and pioneering
new technologies. He was also a tremendous
public servant for both the city of Corpus
Christi and the state of Texas, serving on the
Regional Water Task Force, the Governors
Committee for Disaster Recovery and Re-
newal, and the Texas Board of Human Serv-
ices.

Most importantly, Jerry was a devoted fam-
ily man. He especially loved spending time
with his grandchildren, and was known for
being friendly, caring, and always helpful. |
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offer my condolences to his family and friends
as they grieve the loss of a great man. He will
be fondly remembered by all.

——————

CONGRESSIONAL COMMENDATION
HONORING HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. LUCY McBATH

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month. Every
year from September 15 to October 15, the
history and culture of Americans who are from
or have ancestors from Spain, Mexico, the
Caribbean, and Central and South America is
recognized and celebrated. This observation
was first established as Hispanic Heritage
Week under President Lyndon Johnson in
1968 and President Ronald Reagan expanded
the observance to a full month in 1988. This
thirty-day period encapsulates many celebra-
tions of independence for Latin American
countries. September 15 is the anniversary of
independence for Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico
and Chile also celebrate their independence
days on September 16 and September 18.

Our great nation would not be the same
without the profound influence of Hispanic
Americans across the country. Men and
women from numerous countries have come
to the United States in search of a better life
for themselves and their families. In turn, their
contributions have brought new ideas, new
cuisines, new cultures to us all, and their pres-
ence here has created a more prosperous na-
tion for all Americans. Guided by the promise
of freedom and the chance to participate in
the unique American experiment in democ-
racy, some of these individuals arrived with
nothing but the clothes on their back and the
hope of a better tomorrow. Hispanic Ameri-
cans have had influence on practically every
part of American history, from politics to sports
to sciences. Every day | am proud of their
countless contributions to our country’s story,
and | would like to take this month to honor
the crucial role that Hispanic Americans play
in our society, and in Georgia’s Sixth Congres-
sional District in particular.

The Hispanic community in Georgia is vi-
brant and continues to grow significantly. | am
proud to stand up and fight for the men and
women who have contributed so much to our
communities each day. Hispanic Americans
help contribute to what makes this nation re-
markable, and | am honored to lift up the
voices of those who have selflessly dedicated
their lives to building up themselves, their
community, and this country. During these un-
precedented times, we must work harder than
ever to respect and encourage the diversity of
our nation. | am routinely impressed by spirit
of service and leadership displayed by His-
panic Americans in my district who work hard
to give back to their own communities. Their
work should be recognized every day, but par-
ticularly during Hispanic Heritage month.
Therefore, | am honored to highlight three pro-
fessionals who deserve special recognition:
Gilda “Gigi” Pedraza, Santiago Marquez, and
Vanessa Kosky.

Gilda “Gigi” Pedraza and her team at the
Latino Community Fund—Georgia (LCF Geor-
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gia) as they advocate for the Latino commu-
nity, work to increase civic participation, pro-
vide immediate relief to the most vulnerable
communities and build grassroots organiza-
tions. Gigi has over 20 years of experience
working for both nonprofit and for-profit spaces
as a social entrepreneur. In 2018, she was the
recipient of the NFL Hispanic Heritage Leader-
ship award and was recognized as a Woman
of Inspiration by the Atlanta Dream. In the
same year, she was named one of the 50
Most Influential Latinos in Georgia. Gigi has
participated on numerous boards including the
Center for Pan-Asian Community Services and
the Feminist Health Center. She is also a
member of the ARC Global Voices Panel. Ad-
ditionally, Gigi was the Georgia Awardee of
the TUMI USA Entrepreneur Award, which
recognizes Peruvian immigrants for their civic
contributions. Gigi’s roots are from Lima, Peru
and she currently resides in Atlanta, Georgia.

Santiago Marquez is the CEO of the Latin
American Association (LAA). Marquez has
held many impressive positions, including the
Director of Employment and Housing for the
Latin American Association, which was the
first housing department to focus on Hispanics
in Atlanta. He was also the Director of Latino
Outreach at the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America. He began working with the Georgia
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in 2008 and
has since served as President and CEO. In
2014, Santiago received an award from the
National Diversity Council. He has served on
multiple boards across Atlanta, including the
Aurora Theatre and the WellStar Atlanta Com-
munity Board. He is also an alumnus of Lead-
ership Atlanta and the Buckhead Business
Leadership Class. Santiago was born in Cuba
but now lives in Atlanta with his wife and two
daughters.

Vanessa Kosky was just recently appointed
to be an associate judge of the city of
Doraville, and she will be the city’s first Latina
judge. A graduate of John Marshall Law
School, she was admitted to the State Bar of
Georgia in October of 2007. She is also a
member of the Georgia Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers, the National Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the Amer-
ican Immigration Lawyer Association. Vanessa
has worked as the owner of her general prac-
tice law firm for criminal defense, family law,
and immigration defense since 2009. She was
a recognized mentor in the Georgia State
Bar’s Transition into the Practice of Law Pro-
gram for many years and has been recog-
nized for her work by the Atlanta Legal Aid
Society and the Gwinnett Pro Bono Project.
During her many years practicing the law, she
has also participated in several teaching en-
gagements in both English and Spanish lan-
guage courses. Vanessa lives in Tucker and
continues to represent and speak up for peo-
ple in her community every day.

It is my distinct honor and privilege to recog-
nize three of the many Hispanic Americans
who work hard every day to make a difference
in the lives of others in Georgia’s Sixth Con-
gressional District. As we continue to cele-
brate the observation of Hispanic Heritage
Month, may we recommit to the spirit of serv-
ice demonstrated by these individuals and the
many others whose stories have yet to be
told. On behalf of myself, the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, and the United
States House of Representatives, | am proud
to join in the celebration of Hispanic Heritage
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Month. In telling the stories of community
members like Gigi, Santiago, and Vanessa,
we celebrate the power of our Hispanic com-
munity in Georgia. As a representative of our
state, | will continue to champion their values
of strength, service, and patriotism every day.

HONORING JONATHAN “J.T.”
TENNANT

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor 20-year veteran harbor
pilot Jonathan “J.T.” Tennant of Brunswick,
Georgia, who played a pivotal role in ensuring
the safety of all crewmembers aboard the
Golden Ray carrier when it shipwrecked over
a year ago on September 8, 2019.

If you visit St. Simons Island in Georgia’s
First District, it's hard to miss the Golden Ray,
which is a 656-foot-long car carrier that re-
mains capsized on the St. Simons Sound.

As the investigation into the incident by the
U.S. Coast Guard and the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board continues, we've been
able to gain valuable insight from crew-
members and others involved.

Although he had steered a city block-sized
cargo ship from the Brunswick River to the St.
Simons Sound several thousand times, noth-
ing could have prepared J.T. for what hap-
pened the morning of September 8. The Gold-
en Ray was sailing normally, but the rudder
and the propeller came up out of the water to
where J.T. had no operational control of the
vessel and it started capsizing rapidly.

He endured flames melting the steel and
smoke emanating airboxes the entire length of
the ship. A testament to his extensive experi-
ence piloting more than 5,000 ships in and out
of the Port of Brunswick, J.T. drove the Gold-
en Ray as far up on the Sound as possible
that day to ensure all 23 mariners aboard
were saved and rescued.

When you see the giant cargo ship in the
sound and realize there was no loss of life, it
is nothing short of a miracle and a testament
to the hard-working crew—including J.T.

Although it is an unfortunate situation, | am
thankful for the courage and determination
J.T. and the entire crew displayed that day.

———

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NORTH OAKLAND VFW
POST 334

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, today, |
rise to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VFW
Post 334 in Oxford, Michigan.

Since its founding, VFW Post 334 has
served the local community in Oxford. Wheth-
er it's their shelf at the Oxford/Orion FISH food
pantry, a float in the annual Christmas parade,
or maintaining the local veterans’ memorial,
Oxford residents can count on VFW Post 334
to show up and care.
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VFW Post 334 is committed to making a dif-
ference in the lives of veterans who answered
the call to serve. By praying for those de-
ployed, supporting their families at home, and
honoring those who are no longer with us,
VFW members strengthen the bonds that con-
nect them back to their service.

For its work, VFW Post 334 was recognized
in 2019 as a Michigan All-State Post for the
third year in a row.

Most recently, it was awarded the Diamond
Jubilee Award, given to VFW Charters that
have demonstrated exceptional service for
three-quarters of a century.

In closing, | want to thank Quartermaster
Chuck Haskin, Senior Vice Commander
Randy Stetson, and Post Commander Jim
Hubbard for their leadership and service to the
North Oakland community.

The spirit of VFW Post 334 can be found in
the closing words of the Commander's mes-
sage on their web page: “We honor the dead
by helping the living.”

| congratulate VFW Post 334 on a success-
ful 75 years and wish them all the best in the
next 75 years to come.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF GOLF LEGEND, PETE DYE

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life and legacy of leg-
endary golf course designer Pete Dye. Pete,
along with his wife Alice, spent a career de-
signing some of the most difficult and well-
known golf courses across this country and
the world. This included Crooked Stick Golf
Club in Carmel, Indiana, where they had a
home on the 18th hole. The Fifth District, the
State of Indiana and golfers across the nation
join his family and friends to mourn the loss of
Pete Dye.

Pete Dye grew up in Urbana, Ohio, and
learned to play golf on a nine-hole course, Ur-
bana Country Club, that his father, Paul Dye—
a bar owner, insurance agent and post-
master—built after becoming obsessed with
the game. Dye went on to become a high
school state champion in Ohio and the Indiana
State Amateur champion in 1958. He com-
peted in six U.S. Amateurs and even in the
1957 U.S. Open. Along with being a talented
golfer, Dye became a successful life insurance
salesman however, both his and Alice’s pas-
sion for golf led them to golf course design.
Their first course, the nine hole El Dorado
course, was built south of Indianapolis.

Dye went on to design courses in dozens of
states across the country and in a dozen for-
eign countries. Many of his courses have been
home to multiple PGA Tour events with some
of the best players in the world trying to figure
out the difficult slopes, sand traps and greens.
Dye was responsible for the design of The
Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass in Florida,
home of the iconic “island green” on the 17th
hole and is one of the most famous of his de-
signs. Dye is well known and respected
throughout the entire golf community, from
recreational golfers to the world’s best which
landed him multiple honors and awards.
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Dye received the Donald Ross Award from
the American Society of Golf Course Archi-
tects in 1995; the 2003 Old Tom Morris Award
from the Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America; 2004 Distinguished Service
Award from the PGA of America; and 2005
PGA TOUR Lifetime Achievement Award. In
2008, Pete Dye became just the fifth golf ar-
chitect to be inducted into the World Golf Hall
of Fame.

Along with his world-renowned golf courses
and talent for the game of golf, Pete was also
a loving husband and father. Alice, his wife
and design partner of 68 years preceded him
in death. He is survived by his two sons both
of whom carry on the golf course design leg-
acy: Perry and his wife Ann and P.B. and his
wife Jean. He is also survived by two grand-
children and two greatgrandchildren. On be-
half of the Fifth District | extend my deepest
condolences to the Dye family. The people of
Indiana and golfers throughout the entire world
will miss Pete, but his courses and legacy will
live on.

TRIBUTE TO JAI RAJAGOPAL

HON. JOE NEGUSE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
for Jai Rajagopal, a beloved son, brother,
friend, and organizer who is lost to us far
soon. On behalf of so many who loved Jai, |
stand here to mourn.

Jai was not your ordinary young person, nor
community member: he was outstanding in ev-
erything he did. When he was only-just old
enough to vote, Jai dedicated himself to civic
engagement, beginning with that time honored
tradition of progress in our nation: voter reg-
istration. When he was 19, he worked on my
campaign for Congress, where he was adored
by and inspiring to every member of that
team, myself included. | am a member of Con-
gress today, because of Jai.

Ever since, Jai worked ceaselessly for can-
didates, for causes, for the Colorado state leg-
islature, even running for office himself. He
was seemingly never short of energy for the
things he believed in. His impacts on our com-
munity will be felt for years to come.

And, let me tell you, to see Jai’s passion for
our nation’s progress, in engaging other young
folks in the democracy his generation is inher-
iting, it was literally awe-inspiring. He was bril-
liant, full-hearted, and courageous, and it was
an honor to know him.

Through endless willpower and dedication,
Jai moved mountains, motivated through the
assured belief that people were always, al-
ways worth fighting for.

| count myself incredibly lucky to have
known Jai. | share my deepest condolences
with Jai’'s mother and brother, to whom he al-
ways credited his intelligence and motivation:
my thoughts and prayers are with you.

To all that are mourning Jai, let his memory
be your motivation in the continued fight for
justice.

Rest peacefully, my brother.
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HON. GREG PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, on Friday,
October 2, 2020, | was not recorded for roll
call vote 217 and 218. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY on the Adoption of H.
Res. 1153, Condemning unwanted, unneces-
sary medical procedures on individuals without
their full, informed consent and YEA on the
Adoption of H. Res. 1154, Condemning
QAnon and rejecting the conspiracy theory it
promotes.

| strongly condemn the performance of med-
ical procedures without informed consent. If
true, these heinous acts deserve swift and ap-
propriate punishment. The allegations raised
in this resolution, however, remain
unconfirmed as investigations by the Inspector
General at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity are still underway. | cannot support this
resolution that assumes the facts are true prior
to the outcome of complete investigations.
Furthermore, as a man of faith, | am
unapologetically pro-life and cannot support
this resolution that implicitly supports abortion.
We must always stand for life and protect the
most vulnerable around us.

While | support H. Res. 1154, | am disheart-
ened to see the Majority refuse to name simi-
lar leftwing groups, like Antifa, as a part of the
problem. | fully denounce all such groups and
their destruction of public and private property
in our communities.

——————

HUGH PENDLETON NUNNALLY, JR.

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in remembrance of Hugh Pen-
dleton Nunnally, Jr. who was a pillar in the
Golden Isles community.

Hugh was born and raised in Atlanta and
graduated from Georgia Tech with a degree in
agriculture.

After graduating, he was fortunate enough
to be mentored by Malon Courts of the Courts
& Co. and became a broker within 2 years.

In 1955, he was drafted into the Army and
finished his service in 1957 as a sergeant.

Following Hugh’s time in the Army, he be-
came a founding partner in the brokerage firm,
Budd & Co., and then a founding partner of
Presidential Financial Co.

After the death of his precious wife, Miriam,
he was devoted to many philanthropic efforts,
including the Southeast Georgia Health Sys-
tem, the Nunnally House, the College of
Coastal Georgia, The Humane Society of
South Coastal Georgia, and Hospice of the
Golden Isles.

Hugh will always be remembered for his en-
dearing smile, compassion, and selflessness.

My thoughts and prayers are with all who
knew and loved him during this most difficult
time.
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RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE
AND LEGACY OF JUSTICE RUTH
BADER GINSBURG

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to join my colleagues in recognizing
the lifetime of service and the legacy of Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

“Fight for the things that you care about, but
do it in a way that will lead others to join you.”
This insight came from the late Honorable
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and has never been
more applicable than today. The Notorious
RBG was a fighter for all and a defender of
rights until the very end, showing us all the
true definition of what it means to be a great
leader. Throughout her career she fought to
extend fairness and protections for countless
marginalized groups in this country.

As a father to young girl and a passionate
defender of women’s rights, | stand before you
to reflect on the legacy that Justice Ginsburg
has left on all generations today, and in the
years to come. In 1993, Justice Ginsburg was
appointed to the Supreme Court with unani-
mous support from the Senate and became
only the second woman ever to serve on the
highest court in our land. She brought both
passion and brilliance to her decisions, always
with the best interests of Americans on her
mind while upholding our Constitution.

We have a duty to honor Justice Ginsburg
by continuing her fight to advance the
progress she tirelessly worked for during her
entire career. In a time when my constituents
and fellow Americans are urgently voicing their
need for unity and fairness, we must demand
the very things Justice Ginsburg fought for so
fiercely: equal health care, reproductive rights,
equal rights, LGBTQ rights, workers’ rights,
voting rights, civil rights, and much more.

So much is at stake with the Supreme Court
vacancy her passing has created. The Su-
preme Court is already scheduled to hear ar-
guments the week after the election on the
Trump Administration’s reckless push to de-
stroy the Affordable Care Act (ACA). That
means, in the middle of this unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic, which has killed more
than 200,000 Americans, the President and
his allies are trying to pack the Supreme Court
to take away the health care of millions of
Americans. This president has promised that
his Supreme Court nominee will dismantle the
ACA, so we must take him at his word.

President Trump and Senate Republicans
are ignoring the dying wishes of Justice Gins-
burg, the opinion of most Americans, and
years of precedent in a desperate bid to pack
the courts to rubberstamp their reckless agen-
da. This is an insult to our Democracy and a
threat to every American. There should be no
consideration of a replacement for Justice
Ginsburg before the next president is sworn
in.

We must act now, after Justice Ginsburg’s
passing, but before a new justice is appointed
to roll back her legacy and our rights. We
must take our shared grief and use it as turn-
ing point, drawing on her example as a coura-
geous inspiration for us to all rise up and
make her proud. We must fight for the rights
of those who have been ignored or forgotten
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for too long. Justice Ginsburg fought and
worked hard until the very end, showing us all
that when love for Country and Constitution
runs deep, there is no denying justice.
| urge my Senate Colleagues to honor both
her and the American people’s wishes.
——

RECOGNIZING OCTOBER AS NA-
TIONAL SPINE HEALTH AWARE-
NESS MONTH

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask that my colleagues join me in
recognizing October as National Spine Health
Awareness Month. 100 million Americans, or
about one third of the U.S. population, suffer
from neck and back pain each year. Individ-
uals with chronic back pain are four times
more likely to suffer clinical depression. It is
the number one non-cancer related reason for
an opioid prescription in the U.S. It costs $250
billion to the U.S. economy annually. Back
pain is the number one cause of job-related
disability in the U.S.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many of
us have been sitting more, eating more, mov-
ing less, and not exercising or visiting the
gym, all of which contribute to bad backs and
necks. Many Americans working from home
have reported experiencing more back pain,
neck pain, and other musculoskeletal issues.

Located in my district in Reston, Virginia,
the National Spine Health Foundation is a
non-profit dedicated to improving spinal health
care through education, research, and patient
advocacy. Their medical research team con-
ducts multi-center studies evaluating innova-
tive approaches to treatments, including re-
generative medicine, minimally invasive ap-
proaches, and non-opioid pain management.
They educate Americans about treatment and
prevention and support patients on their jour-
ney to good spinal health, striving to reduce
the uncertainty and anxiety experienced by all
those who suffer from neck and back dis-
orders.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing the importance of learn-
ing about good spinal health and in honoring
those health care providers and organizations
nationwide that help Americans reach that
goal not just in October, but all year long.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. MULLIN. Madam Speaker, | was not
present the week of Sept 28.-Oct. 2, 2020 on
account of supporting my son’s continuing re-
covery.

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 207; YEA on Roll Call
No. 208; YEA on Roll Call No. 209; NAY on
Roll Call No. 210; YEA on Roll Call No. 211;
NAY on Roll Call No. 212; NAY on Roll Call
No. 213; NAY on Roll Call No. 214; NAY on
Roll Call No. 215; and NAY on Roll Call No.
216.
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF UN-
WAVERING ENVIRONMENTAL AD-
VOCATE W. KENT BAILEY

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in tribute to the memory of an un-
wavering environmental advocate, W. Kent
Bailey. On any decision or issue that touched
the natural environment of our beautiful
Tampa Bay and surrounding area, Mr. Bailey
was always there—steadfast. He came armed
with science-based facts with an eye to the fu-
ture. He understood how to convey his mes-
sage in unconventional ways to directly con-
vey the urgency, such as carrying a cardboard
wave cutout to show how high water might
rise by the end of the century. Mr. Bailey was
a leader and a supporter of all causes big and
small that impacted our environment.

Born in Paris, Kentucky, Mr. Bailey moved
to Tampa Bay in his early adulthood. By the
time of his passing on Sept. 22, 2020 at age
69, he had spent more than 30 years in Flor-
ida. His love for sailing brought sea-level rise
in Tampa Bay to his attention as he docu-
mented that the actual tide level was usually
higher than the projected tide level. He be-
came an expert on sea-level rise as well as
outspoken about it to elected officials and its
impact in the near future if left unabated. In
2010, after fighting for the preservation of
nearly 13,000 acres of land in northeastern
Hillsborough formerly known as Cone Ranch,
he became a full-fledged member and leader
of the Sierra Club, the largest grassroots envi-
ronmental organization in the United States.
Thanks to Mr. Bailey and the work of others,
developers were forever blocked from acquir-
ing Cone Ranch, which has become the larg-
est undeveloped tract of land and has since
been under restoration, slowly opening to the
public for families and neighbors to enjoy for
passive activities, such as hiking and horse-
back riding.

Mr. Bailey owned and operated Bailey &
Son Woodworking since 1972 but his calling
was all-things environment. Mr. Bailey served
as chair of the Tampa Bay Sierra Club for the
past eight years, engaging and mobilizing
thousands of members to protect our region
and state’s fragile, sensitive enviromnental
lands. He overwhelmingly poured his time and
energy in deeply studying climate science and
preparing for the next public presentation or
protest about it, building his ethos and all for
the purpose of sustaining a more prosperous
and equitable future for his 22 grandchildren
and ours. He was an inspirational speaker and
motivator, always leading by example and al-
ways giving credit to others and being a
cheerleader for their contributions. He devel-
oped a strategy of using all angles to fight for
our environment and affect state policies to
promote preservation, whether it was orga-
nizing protests, writing letters to the editor or
creative antics, such as purchasing stock from
the local power company, Emera Inc., and
traveling from Florida to Nova Scotia so he
can vote at the shareholders meeting and in
protest of expansion plans of a fracked gas fa-
cility in Tampa Bay.

Mr. Bailey’s legacy will live through his six
children, grandchildren and wife, Cathy, who
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stood by him in his activism. Madam Speaker,
our grateful and saddened Tampa Bay com-
munity also pledges to carry forward the work
of Mr. Bailey. His formidable efforts and self-
less devotion to making Tampa Bay and the
rest of the United States a better place to live
are unmatched and are worthy of recognition.
On behalf of my neighbors in Tampa Bay,
Florida, and citizens across the United States,
| am proud to honor W. Kent Bailey for his life-
long dedication to the protection of the envi-
ronment. His legacy as a tireless advocate will
live on and inspire others in the community for
many years to come.

———

IN HONOR OF RUTH BADER GINS-
BURG, THE ‘NOTORIOUS RBG,’
ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SU-
PREME COURT, FEMINIST ICON
AND TRAILBLAZER, INSPIRATION
TO MILLIONS, TIRELESS CHAM-
PION FOR JUSTICE AND FIERCE
DEFENDER OF THE CONSTITU-
TION

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to join my colleagues during this Special
Order to honor Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, who died on Friday, Sep-
tember 18, 2020 at the age of 87 years old.

As a direct beneficiary of her advancement
of women’s rights and a long-time admirer of
her vigorous defense of the constitution, | am
honored but heartbroken to pay tribute to Jus-
tice Ginsburg, an American hero, feminist
icon, and role model to millions.

Today, tomorrow, and forever, the American
people mourn the loss of a true titan, an
American legend, and an inspiration.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Ruth’s
family, friends, and loved ones.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg dedicated her life to
defending the Constitution and protecting the
sanctity of America’s democratic ideals, and
we will forever be indebted to her service to
this country.

Joan Ruth Bader, fondly nicknamed Kiki,
was born on March 15, 1933 to an immigrant
family and grew up in Brooklyn’s Flatbush
neighborhood.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg often spoke of her
mother’s large ambitions for her, and how the
devastating loss of her mother’'s death at an
early age instilled in her the determination to
live a life that her mother would have been

proud of.
And so, she did.
Ruth Bader attended Cornell University

where she met Martin D. Ginsburg, her future
husband and love of her life to whom she was
married for 54 years.

At the age of 21, Ruth Bader graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from Cornell with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Government on June 23, 1954
and was the highest-ranking female student in
her graduating class.

A month after graduating from Cornell, Ruth
and Martin were married and moved to Fort
Sill, Oklahoma, where Martin was stationed as
a Reserve Officers’ Training Corps officer in
the U.S. Army Reserve after his call-up to ac-
tive duty.
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To help support the family, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg worked for the Social Security Ad-
ministration office in Oklahoma, where she
was demoted after becoming pregnant with
her first child, Jane, who was born in 1955.

In the fall of 1956, Ruth Bader Ginsburg en-
rolled at Harvard Law School, where she was
one of only 9 women in a class of about 500
men.

Harvard Law Dean Erwin Griswold report-
edly invited all the female law students to din-
ner at his family home and asked the female
law students, including Ginsburg, “Why are
you at Harvard Law School, taking the place
of a man?”

When her husband took a job in New York
City, Ruth Bader Ginsburg transferred to Co-
lumbia Law School and became the first
woman to be on two major law reviews: Har-
vard Law Review and Columbia Law Review.

In 1959, she earned her law degree at Co-
lumbia and tied for first in her class but de-
spite these enviable credentials and distin-
guished record of excellence, no law firm in
New York City would hire her as a lawyer be-
cause she was a woman.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg became a crusader for
women'’s rights and an unstoppable force who
transformed the law and defied social conven-
tion.

Her now infamous quote, “l ask no favor for
my sex; all | ask of our brethren is that they
take their feet off our necks”, was a personal
mantra for the Justice as it characterized her
fight for and pursuit of equal rights throughout
her lifetime.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, later affectionately
known as the ‘Notorious RBG, was as instru-
mental and historically significant to the cause
of women’s rights as was Thurgood Marshall
to the cause of civil rights for African Ameri-
cans.

As a young lawyer and Director of the
Women’s Rights Project of the American Civil
Liberties Union, Ruth Bader Ginsburg litigated
six landmark cases before the Supreme Court,
winning five out of the six cases.

Like Justice Marshall, Ruth Bader Gins-
burg’s uncanny strategic instincts and careful
selection of cases were vital in her persuasion
of the all-male Supreme Court to start disman-
tling the legal institution of sex discrimination
one case at a time.

In 1975, Ruth Bader Ginsburg litigated and
won Weinberger v. Wiesenfeld, which would
become a landmark case in antidiscrimination
jurisprudence.

In this case, the widower had been denied
survivor benefits, which would allow him to
stay at home and raise his son, based on a
Social Security provision that assumed only
women were secondary providers with unim-
portant incomes.

While some questioned Ginsburg’s choice to
challenge instances of sex discrimination by
representing a male plaintiff, Ruth Bader Gins-
burg saw it as an opportunity to show the
court that childcare was not a sex-determined
role to be performed only by women.

As with many of her cases, her goal was to
free both sexes, men as well as women, from
the roles that society had assigned them and
to harness the Constitution to break down the
structures by which the state maintained and
enforced those separate spheres.

As Ruth Bader Ginsburg continued to chal-
lenge the stereotypical assumptions of what
was considered to be women’s work and
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men’s work, she was able to persuade the
Court and the nation that discriminating on the
basis of sex was not only wrong but also a
violation of the 14th Amendment of the Con-
stitution, which guarantees equal protection to
all citizens under the law.

As the courts began to recognize the chang-
ing roles of men and women, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg was able to advance gender equality
with the understanding that women are capa-
ble of being heads of households or sole pro-
viders for their family.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton appointed
Ruth Bader Ginsburg to the Supreme Court,
making her the second woman to fill this posi-
tion.

This historic appointment further symbolized
the principle that women were equal to men in
every respect, that they could have successful
careers and also could, if they chose, be de-
voted wives or mothers, thereby breaking bar-
riers for generations of women to follow in her
footsteps.

In fact, many of Ginsburg’s opinions helped
solidify the constitutional protections she had
fought so hard to establish decades earlier.

While we commemorate Justice Ginsburg’s
work for advancing the women’s movement
both as a Justice and as a lawyer, all are in
her debt who cherish the progress made in
the areas of LGBTQ+ equality, immigration re-
form, environmental justice, voting rights, pro-
tections for people with disabilities, and so
much more.

Throughout her life, Ruth Bader Ginsburg
worked to make the law work so that America
would be more just, equitable, fairer, and bet-
ter for all.

Whether it be in her legendary dissenting
opinions or as leader when in the majority,
Justice Ginsburg continued to advocate for the
marginalized and most vulnerable.

In recent years, she may not have been
able to control the outcome of the rulings, but
she grew bolder in her dissents, often stating
what should have been the outcome.

Throughout her tenure on the bench, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg displayed her rigorous and in-
cisive legal mind and employed her formidable
skills as a consensus builder, but she could be
tough and forceful when the moment de-
manded.

Nothing illustrates this better than her fa-
mous dissent in Shelby County v. Holder, in
which the 5-to—4 majority negated the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 by invalidating section 4 of
the law, which neutralized section 5, the provi-
sion of the act that required jurisdictions with
a history of racial and ethnic discrimination in
voting to obtain preclearance from the federal
government before any changes in voting pro-
cedures, from polling stations to voter photo
IDs could go into effect.

It was in her scathing dissent Justice Gins-
burg stated, “Hubris is a fit word for today’s
demolition of the VRA” and that the majority’s
logic was akin to “throwing away your um-
brella in a rainstorm because you are not get-
ting wet.”

Unlike the others, Justice Ginsburg was
able to see the ramifications of the ruling and
its allowances for reinvigorated efforts of voter
suppression.

Today, | join millions of individuals who are
mourning the loss of this legal giant, feminist,
and trailblazer.

Justice Ginsburg loved this country, so
much so that she served the nation while en-
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during illnesses and undergoing treatments
that would have incapacitated lesser mortals.

She inspired generations of women then
and now to shatter glass ceilings, and her leg-
acy will inspire new generations of women in
the years to come.

As the news of her passing continues to re-
verberate across the country and around the
world, it is important that we remember and
honor what she stood for and continue fighting
to realize the goal of equal justice under law.

| am honored to be able to pay tribute to the
memory of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, the ‘Notorious RBG, one of the
greatest jurists in our nation’s history, a tire-
less and unyielding champion for equal justice,
and a fierce defender of the Constitution.

———

JOHN DORMINEY PAULK III
HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to remember and honor the life of
Mr. John Dorminey Paulk Il of Georgia’s First
Congressional District, who recently passed
away at the age of 85.

He was a teacher, mentor, and friend to
countless people, so he was often referred to
as the “Mayor of Jekyll.”

He loved to enjoy the many golfing opportu-
nities on the island so much that he eventually
became a teaching golf professional at the re-
nowned East Lake Country Club in Atlanta,
Georgia.

In 1965, he was one of four local qualifiers
in the U.S. Open in Atlanta.

Two years later, he became Jekyll Island’s
Head Golf Professional and was eventually in-
ducted into the Georgia Golf Hall of Fame.

He was such a devoted and accomplished
golfer that tournaments were named in his
honor, including the “Johnny Paulk Invita-
tional” and the “Johnny Paulk Two Man Clas-
sic.”

He has shown what it means to be a great
ambassador for Jekyll Island and the game of
golf.

My thoughts and prayers are with his family,
friends, and all who knew him during this most
difficult time.

—————

FAREWELL LETTER FROM U.S.
REP. TOM GRAVES (R-GA-14)

HON. TOM GRAVES

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 2, 2020

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
when | was young, my Dad always used to tell
me that if | dreamed big and worked hard, |
would achieve much. Dream Big, Work Hard,
Achieve Much. | have carried that advice with
me my entire life. Those words fueled my abil-
ity to go from the hall of a single-wide trailer
to the halls of Congress.

| write that today as | reflect on what makes
America so special: the ability to chart your
own course and achieve any dream. My heart
is filled with gratitude for our country and the
enduring experiment of democracy that has al-
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lowed someone like me to end up in the U.S.
House of Representatives for the past decade.

Serving as the Representative of Georgia’s
9th and 14th districts has truly been the honor
of my life. This privilege was made possible by
the sacrifice and support of so many wonder-
ful people. First and foremost, my parents “Big
Tom” and Penny; my wife, Julie; my children,
Josephine, John, and Janey. My family has
supported me every step of the way on this
path of public service. My wife and children
bore a burden that often goes unrecognized in
politics. There are many precious days of life
that we spent apart. Knowing their sacrifice
motivated me every day to do the very best |
could. Now it’s time to shift the focus to them,
and support their journeys and dreams, just as
they supported mine.

For my final words entered into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD as a member of Con-
gress, | want to share the most essential les-
son learned over the past decade: the impor-
tance of relationship building. Tone, rhetoric
and civility are crucial to opening doors to new
and unexpected relationships with lawmakers
from across the political spectrum. Often the
best policies are the product of broad perspec-
tives and creativity, with input from people
who bring experience from different walks of
life.

| can think of no better embodiment of that
ideal than the Select Committee on the Mod-
ernization of Congress. Committee members
hail from opposite sides of the country, with
different professional backgrounds and life ex-
periences. Regardless of our political and per-
sonal differences, our commitment to those we
serve—our constituents—came first. The way
our committee operated should serve as a
model for this institution. Our bipartisan col-
laboration resulted in 97 recommendations to
make the legislative branch work better. |
hope that this work continues, because the
American people deserve an institution that is
as forward thinking and innovative as they are.
Bipartisan relationships are at the heart of
anything that can become law, and the Amer-
ican people are far better off when we connect
over shared goals and work together to ac-
complish them.

Serving on the Select Committee is the per-
fect capstone to my career in public service. |
am grateful to my partner, Chair Derek Kilmer
of Washington, for his outstanding leadership.
Nothing the committee produced would have
been possible without Chair Kilmer’s bipartisan
approach and boundless passion for our work.
| am also grateful to Leader KEVIN MCCARTHY
of California for appointing me Vice Chair of
the committee. It was truly an honor to be
chosen from the pool of talented members |
serve alongside.

| am also filled with gratitude for my staff,
who have delivered incredible service to my
constituents and the country. These are peo-
ple with a heart for public service, who truly
care for our nation. | saw tremendous sac-
rifices made: long hours, late nights, the bur-
den of stress and pressure that comes with
the weight of the work, whether it was secur-
ing life-saving veterans benefits for one per-
son or passing a policy that affects millions of
Americans. My team carried themselves in
such a way that it was clear they knew the
honor and privilege of working for the U.S.
House.

In my tenure, | had two chiefs of staff: Tim
Baker and John Patrick Donnelly, They led our
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teams in Washington and Georgia, which in-
cluded the following people:

My current staff, Bud Whitmire, Jason Mur-
phy, Sam Mahler, Danielle Stewart, Ryan
Diffley, Kristin Fillingim, Rachel Black, Max
Berry, Diane Menorca, Tracey Bartley, Valerie
Jones, Ashley Langston, Travis Loudermilk,
Linda Liles and Jackie Mooney.

My former staff, Josh Finestone, Jason Law-
rence, Bo Butler, Drew Ferguson, Garrett
Hawkins, Shivani Vakharia, Rebecca Ander-
son, Morgan Joyce, Maggie Newton, Kate
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Bell, Ansley Rhyne, Alicia Stafford, Matt
Hodge, Paige Davies and Ericka Pertierra.

Appropriations and Modernization Com-
mittee staff, John Martens, Jake Olson, Tim
Monahan, Jenny Holmes, Dena Baron,
Marybeth Nassif, Kelly Hitchcock, Ariana
Sarar, Amy Catherine Murphy, Brad Allen,
Allie Neill, Shalanda Young and Lisa
Molyneux.

These are just some of the many extraor-
dinary people who contributed to our work
over the years.
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Now, it is time for the next season in life. |
will be forever grateful for the incredible privi-
lege of serving my country and my community
as a member of Congress.

May God bless every person in this institu-
tion, those serving now and those who serve
in the years to come, with the wisdom,
strength and compassion to advance this
great and glorious cause we call the United
States of America.

God bless America, and God bless Georgia.
Go Dawgs.
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