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The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, which I am the ranking mem-
ber and former chairman of, we worked
most of this year on legislation to ban
the manufacture, processing, and dis-
tribution of asbestos.

We found common ground. We
worked together. We voted it out of
committee by a 47-1 vote. We fully an-
ticipated the work product of the Re-
publicans and Democrats in that com-
mittee to be brought to the floor under
suspension, as approved by the com-
mittee.

Sadly, Democrats on Friday night
listed the bill, but they had rewritten
parts of it without ever consulting
with Republicans and tried to cram it
through the process.

Now, after many days of trying to
work this out between us, and we have
offered many alternatives to try and
accommodate our majority colleagues,
they are trying to blame Republicans
for this bill not coming to the floor.

Well, I will tell you what, bring the
bill we passed out of committee to the
floor and we will vote for it, and it will
pass overwhelmingly.

You are the majority party. You just
brought a $2.2 trillion bill to the floor;
you can bring this one under a rule. Do
that. Keep your word.

Let’s work together and ban asbes-
tos.

———

FINDING A PATH FORWARD TO
BAN ASBESTOS

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, since
last Friday, I have been working in
good faith to find a path forward on a
bill to ban asbestos. Democrats ended
that effort yesterday evening.

The bill passed the Energy and Com-
merce Committee with bipartisan sup-
port last November, but the majority
added new language just last Friday.

One minute is not enough to detail
my concerns with that language or to
describe every offer our side made to
try to reach agreement. The committee
record will have to speak for itself.

The record shows the bill passed 47-1.
Every Democrat on the committee
voted for it. It shows the bill does not
affect talc litigation. And it shows ex-
actly which special interest objected,
trial lawyers who didn’t get exactly
what they wanted.

I want to offer my apologies to Linda
Reinstein, who has been a tireless ad-
vocate for more than a decade and has
fought the good fight in honor of her
late husband, Alan, for whom this bill
is named.

We know the 47-1 bill I have right
here could pass.

————
REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 1603,

ALAIN REINSTEIN BAN ASBES-
TOS NOW ACT OF 2020

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Energy and Commerce and
the Committee on Education and Labor
be discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 1603, and I ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House
with an amendment adopted by the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
on November 19, 2019, by a vote of 47
yveas and 1 nay.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been
cleared by the bipartisan floor and
committee leaderships.

——
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CONDEMNING UNWANTED, UNNEC-
ESSARY MEDICAL PROCEDURES

ON INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT
THEIR FULL, INFORMED CON-
SENT

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1164, I call up
the resolution (H. Res. 1153) con-
demning unwanted, unnecessary med-
ical procedures on individuals without
their full, informed consent, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1164, the
amendment to the resolution, printed
in House Report 116-557, is adopted and
the resolution, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the resolution, as amend-
ed, is as follows:

H. RES. 1153

Whereas there is a shameful history in the
United States of Black, Indigenous, people of
color, immigrants, poor people, and people
with disabilities being subjected to medical
procedures without their informed consent;

Whereas 32 States passed eugenic-steriliza-
tion laws, resulting in the sterilization of be-
tween 60,000 to 70,000 people beginning in the
early 1900s;

Whereas 25 percent of Native American
women of childbearing age were sterilized
over the course of 6 years after the passage
of the Family Planning Services and Popu-
lation Research Act of 1970;

Whereas incarcerated individuals have con-
tinued to face sterilization practices, includ-
ing nearly 150 incarcerated women in Cali-
fornia prisons sterilized between 2006 and
2010;

Whereas, on September 14, 2020, a coalition
of organizations, including Project South,
Georgia Detention Watch, Georgia Latino
Alliance for Human Rights, and South Geor-
gia Immigrant Support Network, filed a
complaint to the Department of Homeland
Security Office of Inspector General express-
ing concerns about the Irwin County Deten-
tion Center in Ocilla, Georgia, including de-
tained immigrant women receiving unneces-
sary hysterectomies and a lack of informed
consent for gynecological procedures;

Whereas a growing number of women are
coming forward to share stories of unwanted,
unnecessary medical procedures, including
full or partial hysterectomies and other pro-
cedures involving their reproductive organs,
performed without their knowledge or con-
sent;

H5645

Whereas, on September 16, 2020, U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement nearly de-
ported a woman who was formerly detained
at Irwin County Detention Center who had
one fallopian tube removed without her
knowledge or consent;

Whereas, on September 18, 2020, 4 women
came forward saying that they did not ap-
prove of the procedures they received;

Whereas an initial review of available med-
ical records by independent gynecologists
raises serious questions about whether pa-
tients detained at the Irwin County Deten-
tion Center provided informed consent and
whether prevailing standards of care were
adhered to in their care; and

Whereas these allegations indicate a fail-
ure by U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement to conduct rigorous oversight to
protect the health and safety of people in its
custody: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns performing unwanted, unnec-
essary medical procedures on individuals
without their full, informed consent;

(2) recognizes that everyone deserves to
control their own reproductive choices and
make informed choices about their bodies;

(3) recognizes that further accountability,
oversight, and transparency is necessary to
protect people in the custody of U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement; and

(4) calls on the Department of Homeland
Security to—

(A) pause the removal of any individual
who experienced any medical procedure at
the Irwin County Detention Center;

(B) allow individuals who may have experi-
enced an unnecessary or nonconsensual pro-
cedure to have immediate access to ade-
quate, safe, and consensual medical treat-
ment or to seek a second opinion from an
independent medical professional;

(C) immediately comply with all investiga-
tions and records requests related to inves-
tigations about the Irwin County Detention
Center;

(D) ensure impacted individuals are able to
freely participate in any investigation and
share their stories without fear of reprisal;
and

(E) hold all individuals found to be in-
volved in any unnecessary or nonconsensual
medical procedure at the Irwin County De-
tention Center accountable and bring them
to justice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution, as amended, shall be debatable
for 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on the
Judiciary.

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Ms. JAYAPAL) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res.
1154.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, imagine this: You are
an immigrant woman detained in a de-
tention center. Perhaps you have been
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