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HONORING ROD LINDSAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LAMALFA) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to memorialize and remem-
ber a friend that I first got to know
when I got into the elective office
realm. His name is Rod Lindsay, a gen-
tleman from Shasta County.

Early on, when I was a brand-new
legislator and I didn’t know a lot of
people in other parts of our vast dis-
trict that we have in rural northern
California, it could be a little intimi-
dating to get out and learn these new
places and meet new people. And so for
that brand-new legislator, this man
here was one that embraced me fairly
early on and wanted me to be success-
ful in that interaction that we had.

Mr. Rod Lindsay was many things,
but during our overlap of time, he was
mayor of Shasta Lake and I was a
board member of Shasta Lake for sev-
eral terms. More than that, he was a
community leader that everybody
knew and gravitated towards.

Rod’s heritage goes back as a mem-
ber of the Miwok Nation Tribe in more
central California. Northern California
is very rich and steeped in Native
American culture and history.

Rod was one to always help make
sure that that culture was part of the
proceedings, part of what was going on
in our communities for different com-
munity events. Rod would lead prayer.
Rod would lead dance. Rod would lead
in many ways that helped make sure
the culture of northern California had
diversity.

We lost Rod recently, on August 27,
after many years of service and many
years of leading. I always thought of
Rod as kind of everybody’s elder, as
kind of a Tribal elder for everybody in
that Shasta Lake area.

Rod did so much to help his commu-
nity as an elected official, but also as
an advocate for education, advocating
for children for over 40 years, including
as an executive director of a group
known as LIFE, which is Local Indians
For Education. He served on that until
he passed away.

Rod was a friend to many, a friend to
me, a leader who just cared so much
about his community, his friends, his
neighbors, his family, and making
things right for Tribes in northern
California, as well.

You don’t get many people like this
in your lifetime in your path that you
cross, but I was proud to have walked
that path and common ground with
Rod Lindsay.

I appreciate the time to be able to
commemorate him here and acknowl-
edge him. Indeed, a beautiful ceremony
was had for him in his community just
a few days ago, with a great outpouring
of love and of shared stories and par-
ticipation by local Tribes in northern
California to have that heritage cele-
brated, as well.
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Madam Speaker, I appreciate the
time that I was able to share with you
about him here today.

HONORING BRUCE SESSIONS

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to commemorate a man who
was known as a voice in not only Butte
County, where he had lived previously,
but a voice of mainstream media, he
called himself, Bruce Sessions. This
was a surprise to me. I just got word of
his passing last night.

Anybody in Butte County who listens
to the radio knows who he is. Bruce
spent many years on KRIJ radio,
broadcasting from Paradise, California,
and then he was a news director at
KNVR in Chico. But finally, he was
hired, where he really came into his
own, on KPAY radio, in 1991, as a talk
show host.

All those afternoons Bruce hosted
the KPAY Liveline. For 10 years, he
hosted that show, a 3-hour show each
afternoon. And for me, way before I got
into the political realm, I was listening
to it out in the fields as I drove the
tractor and helped plant a crop or har-
vest a crop or irrigate in between.

Bruce was the voice of the Liveline
all those afternoons bringing largely
conservative radio content to all of us
in a several-county area there, and
doing it with a lot of fun and doing it
with a lot of humor—and a lot of self-
deprecation, too.

Bruce was quite humorous, but also
very pointed and very direct, too. When
I finally became an elected official, you
would find yourself on the end of: ‘‘Are
you doing it right? Are you doing what
you said you would do?” So I appre-
ciate that about him.

Before being in Butte County, before
moving to Magalia, California, Bruce
spent 8 years as a reporter for radio
stations down in the Las Vegas area. 1
can see Bruce fitting in pretty good
down in Las Vegas, as well.

Bruce Sessions, indeed, was a treas-
ure for our area, and I always enjoyed
him at community events and political
events, where he would bring that wry
humor and his Navy humor, because he
did spend many years in the U.S. Navy.

One of Bruce’s sayings as he signed
off was, ‘‘Always keep a zero bubble,”
keep yourself level.

So, when Bruce finally retired from
doing the talk show host every day for
those 3 hours, he backed off a little bit,
but decided to still keep his fingers on
the pulse, so he would have a twice-
daily feature on KPAY radio called
“Tidbits from the B.S. Notebook,”
being his initials. But there you get
that wry humor again because that
might have a double meaning. Bruce
would talk about the news events of
the day in that format and just still
keep that voice out there, keep that
lively way of looking at things for
those listeners in Butte County.

I always enjoyed Bruce and his com-
mentary and his discussion on the
radio. It kind of helped me to under-
stand things about life and about poli-
tics, as well, from a guy who had been
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around the block and was paying atten-
tion to a lot of things while I was pay-
ing attention to farming.

Madam Speaker, I will miss Bruce. 1
thank him for his service.

To his family, to those who go on, we
all appreciated Bruce in Butte County,
by and large. Maybe not so much on
the other side of the political spec-
trum, but that is okay. We accept
Bruce for who he was. But I enjoyed
Bruce, and I am grateful to have been
a friend and a listener for those many
years in Butte County.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

GET WELL SOON PRESIDENT
TRUMP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, before I get to H. Res. 1168, I would
like to say just a few words about a
very pressing issue in my mind.

I was approached just recently by a
reporter who was very nice and very
kind to me, and she wanted my state-
ments about the President and his cur-
rent circumstance. I did give her my
commentary, but I would also like to
indicate that, in her request, she was a
little bit concerned as to whether or
not people across the aisle from the
President would find some degree of
comfort in making statements about
his condition.

Well, here is what I believe: I believe
that in times such as these, I believe
that, when a person is ill, we have to
put politics aside. I believe that we
should respect the humanity of every
person.

I have a deep abiding affinity for
every person’s humanity, and I ex-
plained to her that I have said a prayer
for the President as early as this morn-
ing. I especially mentioned the Presi-
dent, the First Lady, and Ms. Hicks.

I am saddened by what has happened,
to be quite candid with you. I wish no
person this illness. This virus is vi-
cious, and my prayer is that the Presi-
dent will get well soon.

I also mentioned that there was one
bit of good news as it relates to the
President, and it was that his son does
not have this virus. I don’t think that
that is the ultimate in good news. We
want everybody to recover—every-
body—not just the President, the First
Lady, and Ms. Hicks. We want every-
body to recover.

I know how my mother loved me, and
my mother would have assumed every
illness that I had if she could have. She
loved me to the extent that she made
great sacrifices for me. So I would hope
and I believe that the President and
the First Lady had some degree and
comfort in knowing that their son does
not have this virus.

I would hope that every person in
this country will get proper treatment
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and every person will walk away from
this virus and that our country will be
able to say that we were able to unite
and overcome the virus.
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My final comment to the reporter
was I do want to see the President get
well soon and my prayer is that we can
unite against this virus. There are
many other things that we can unite
around, too, and should unite around,
but this virus is vicious, and my hope
is that our country will unite against
the virus.

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS

MONTH

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, having said this, I now rise. And
still I rise.

Today, in the name of liberty and
justice for all, I rise. And I rise to
present H. Res. 1168, the original Na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness
Month resolution, and I have this Spe-
cial Order time to speak to the world,
if you will, by and through this micro-
phone, which takes the message far and
wide, about domestic violence.

I rise today in support of those who
have endured, and many continue to
endure, domestic violence across our
country.

People are suffering from the pan-
demic, and those who are suffering
from the pandemic and they have got
domestic violence to deal with, they
are suffering in some ways that I prob-
ably cannot understand.

But because they are suffering, those
of us who have it within our power to
do something about those who suffer, I
believe we must do it.

I believe that too often, those who
suffer have to depend upon those who
are comfortable to get their relief. Suf-
fering should not be dependent upon
those who decide that, “That is not my
problem.”

We all have to assume that domestic
violence is our problem, because do-
mestic violence does not discriminate.
It is like the virus, in a sense, the
coronavirus. It is not just something
that is endemic to Democrats or Re-
publicans or Independents. It doesn’t
recognize party lines.

People who engage in this activity
come from all walks of life. It doesn’t
matter whether you are rich or poor:
domestic violence can be a part of your
life. And it has been a part of the lives
of people who have been very wealthy,
very poor, and in between.

It doesn’t matter where you come
from. It can be something that is, un-
fortunately, imposed upon you.

And domestic violence, while it is
something that happens to women
much more often than men, it does
happen to men as well.

It happens to all persons regardless
of race, creed, color, national origin,
regardless of your sexuality, and it has
especially been a problem for women
who are trans. It has been a serious
problem. Lives have been lost.

So I rise today in support of all who
would support efforts to end domestic
violence.
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I am not a person who wants to see
things simply get better. I think ‘“‘bet-
ter” is something that we acquire be-
fore we get to the end, but that is not
the end. We are not looking to just
make it better. We want to end domes-
tic violence.

I rise today with this bipartisan reso-
lution. It is important to say this, that
it is bipartisan. Members across the
aisle feel as strongly about domestic
violence as Members on this side of the
aisle.

The bipartisan resolution has the
support of 21 additional Members of
Congress. And my guess is we would
have more than this 21 if not but for
the fact that we had to drop the resolu-
tion on the 1st of the month, this is Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month, and
people are doing so many different
things now and are leaving town, so
they didn’t get a chance to really re-
view it so that they could sign onto it.
I do believe that there would be many
more Members.

But for those who have signed on, I
think it appropriate to let the world
know that they are part of this and
that there is an anticipation that there
will be others to join us in this bipar-
tisan resolution.

The resolution is cosponsored by
Representative ANN WAGNER, a very
dear friend. She and I have worked on
many things together. Representative
RICK LARSEN, another friend. All of
these persons are persons that I have
had some relationship with. Represent-
ative PETE OLSON, Representative
BOBBY C. ScoTT, Representative HENRY
CUELLAR, Representative BRIAN
FITZPATRICK, Representative ALBIO
SIRES, Representative DAVID PRICE,
Representative BOBBY RUSH, Rep-
resentative SYLVIA GARCIA, Represent-
ative SANFORD BISHOP, Representative
SEAN CASTEN, Representative ToMm
MALINOWSKI, Representative PETER
WELCH, Representative BARBARA LEE,
Representative DANNY DAVIS, Rep-
resentative SUSIE LEE, Representative
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, Representa-
tive ALCEE L. HASTINGS, Representa-
tive DINA TITUS, Representative ToMm
O’HALLERAN, and Representative RAUL
GRIJALVA.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank all
of them for joining us for this move-
ment, to be a part of this movement to
end domestic violence.

October 1 was first declared as Na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness
Month 31 years ago in 1989. Since then,
October has been a time to acknowl-
edge domestic violence survivors and
to be a voice for those who have been
victimized by domestic violence.

Domestic violence is prevalent in
every community and affects all people
regardless of age, socioeconomic sta-
tus, sexual orientation, gender, race,
religion, or national origin. I realize
that I just repeated myself, but some
things bear repeating. These are such
things.

Physical violence is often accom-
panied by emotional abuse and control-
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ling behavior as part of a much larger
systemic pattern of dominance and
control.

The people that I talk to, who are
supposed to understand this much bet-
ter than I, make it very clear to me
that this is about control, about domi-
nance; not always, but to the extent
that we can generalize and say that
this is what it is about, it is about con-
trol and dominance, one person want-
ing to dictate to another person, to the
extent that if the person doesn’t com-
ply, there are consequences.

We cannot live in a world where per-
sons are allowed to impose their will
on other people simply because they
have the power to do so, they are phys-
ically capable of doing so, they are
mentally situated such that they can
do so. We can’t allow it.

Domestic violence is devastating, and
the consequences of domestic violence
can cross generations and last a life-
time.

Crossing generations can occur when
a child lives in a home where domestic
violence is prevalent. Children learn
from their parents; they learn from the
behavior of their parents. The behavior
of parents is something that children
will accept, but they will also attempt
to replicate it. The replication of it
takes it across generations.

We cannot accept the notion that our
children, when they are in their forma-
tive years, will be allowed to see par-
ents as this kind of conduct is exhib-
ited and then adopt it, and when they
grow up, unfortunately, some of them
will take on the ugly habits and behav-
ior of their parents.

Women are disproportionately vic-
tims of domestic violence, as one in
four women and one in seven men ages
18 and older will experience domestic
violence at some point in their life. It
is a very disheartening statement.

On average, more than three women
are murdered by their husbands or boy-
friends in the United States every day.
This is something that bears repeating.
On average, more than three women
are murdered by their husbands or boy-
friends in the United States every day.

This ought to shock the conscience of
the Nation. This is unacceptable.
Awareness is important, but we have
got to do more than simply make peo-
ple aware.

I will say more about this, as I have
now a colleague who has joined me, and
I am honored to introduce him.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr.
O’HALLERAN), my friend from Arizona’s
First District.

Mr. O’HALLERAN is from the great
State of Arizona. He represents Ari-
zona 1. But something more important
ought to be said: He is from across the
aisle. This is the demonstration of bi-
partisanship that I spoke of earlier,
and I want to thank him and commend
him for what he is doing to help us end
domestic violence.

As he moves to the microphone, my
hope is that those who have not had
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the opportunity to be here today will
have the opportunity to say more in
the future. This is one of the times
when too much said about this will not
be enough.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
GREEN) for hosting this important Spe-
cial Order hour.

I did used to be a Republican. I am no
longer.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

As a former law enforcement officer,
some of the very first calls I responded
to involved domestic violence. I have
seen firsthand the damage this unique-
ly hideous kind of violence can do to
families and survivors.

When you come to a situation like
this and you look around the room, you
can see it in the children’s eyes, the
fear that they have; you can see a fam-
ily in turmoil; you can clearly identify
the tension that is in the room; and too
many times, sadly, you can also iden-
tify the damage that has been done
through violence in that same room.

As a member of the Bipartisan Task
Force to End Sexual Violence, I am
proud to cosponsor and recognize the
month of October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

Together, as one body, we must com-
mit to working to secure justice for
survivors both in and out of the court-
room. The courtroom is an important
aspect, but it is not the only aspect of
this. It is important and we have to get
there.

If we can resolve these issues before
that by having appropriate help for
that family, appropriate services for
that family, the process of identifying
the underlying causes that occurred in
that family, then hopefully courtrooms
will not have to be used.

This Congress, I reintroduced my
Help End Abusive Living Situations, or
HEALS, Act legislation to assist the
survivors of domestic violence to rap-
idly secure safe housing situations.

No person experiencing domestic vio-
lence should be forced to stay in a dan-
gerous situation because they do not
have housing elsewhere.

It is great to have family, but many
of our victims don’t have family near-
by. We need to make sure that our vic-
tims are able to seek safety.

In Arizona, when I was in the legisla-
ture, there was a shortage of domestic
violence facilities to be able to house
families. We overcame some of that,
but it is still true today, and it is true
in Arizona and many other States
across this land. We must be able to
stop that.
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Mr. GREEN clearly identified the
amount of terrible and tragic deaths
that occur every day. It also tears
apart families. We need to help mend
those families back to where they need
to be in order to make sure that those
children may have the potential to
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have a normal life. But if not that, we
have to provide the necessary help.

As the Representative of Arizona’s
First Congressional District, I am
humbled to represent 12 sovereign Trib-
al nations. Federal data indicates that
55 percent of American Indian and
Alaska Native women have experienced
physical violence by their intimate
partners.

I know for a fact that on many Tribal
nations, help may not arrive for hours.
On the Navajo reservation, in the last
few years, three officers have died, not
by answering a call for a bank robbery,
or the fact that they have to go and ad-
dress a burglary issue or help some-
body else. They died because they had
to be alone going there because there
are no other police nearby. And they
are dead today because of that, and
their families are suffering still.

I joined my colleagues to introduce
the SURVIVE Act, a bill that would
provide legal, medical, and counseling
resources to women and children in
Tribal communities who are survivors
of domestic violence. It would also help
those officers who have to respond to
that scene and also the children of that
family.

Let’s use Navajo as an example. Nav-
ajo is the size of West Virginia. It
takes in parts of New Mexico, Arizona,
and Utah. Most of it is in Arizona.
There are only about 220 officers for 3
shifts, sick leave, and everything else,
to respond to domestic violence in
areas far away from many of the towns
nearby.

To those experiencing domestic vio-
lence, and those who have lost a loved
one to this hideous and deeply personal
form of violence, I know that we can-
not pretend to understand your pain,
but we will keep fighting for change at
every level.

Another example, I had the sad re-
sponsibility to be a homicide investi-
gator for 6 years. Many, many of those
cases involved domestic violence. I also
investigated the aftereffects of domes-
tic violence without death.

I can tell you, because I followed
those families through court, time and
time again, saw them year after year,
the changes that occurred within that
family because of the death of a loved
one, because of the trauma that oc-
curred, because of the sadness they
still had in their hearts.

Let’s keep that in mind as we look
down the path on how to address these
types of issues and understand that it
is a comprehensive approach. It is not
just sending the police to a location
and saying to a couple, ‘“‘Let’s all go
our different ways,” and then leave.
Society has to understand that we need
to do more.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I want to give the gentleman my
most profound apology for my snafu. I
respect the fact that he has decided to
be a part of what I am a part of, but we
are all a part of this House, and this
House functions best when we are
united and working together. So I
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greatly appreciate the gentleman and
thank him for his commentary.

Madam Speaker, let me continue
with a few more facts, and then I would
like to talk about the help that we can
make available.

Facts, statistical information: Afri-
can-American women experience inti-
mate partner violence at a rate 35 per-
cent higher than White women and
about 2.5 times the rate of other races.
But African-American women are less
likely than White women to use social
services or battered women’s programs
or to go to the hospital because of do-
mestic violence.

Somehow, we must get the word to
women of color and make it clear to
them that they can be protected.

As a lawyer, I can recall a cir-
cumstance where a victim of domestic
violence came to my office for help. I,
obviously, wanted to help her, recog-
nizing her condition.

She didn’t have to tell me that she
was a victim. It was very obvious,
looking at her physicality. Her eyes
were battered and swollen. Her face
was bruised. You could see where some-
one had held her arm tightly, to the ex-
tent that there were marks on her
body. She was truly a battered person,
and she wanted help.

Her mother was with her. Her mother
begged that we do something to help
her daughter, and we did. We helped
her with the filing of her case.

Here is something that will break
your heart because it broke my heart.
Within days after her case was filed,
she came back to the office, and she
wanted me to help her get the charges
dismissed. It hurts my heart to even
tell the story.

No amount of pleas could change her
position because she felt that somehow
she had acted too quickly. She felt that
somehow they should be able to work
this out without intervention. She felt
that he was the breadwinner for the
family, and somehow, she would be de-
nied access to the breadwinner.

It was a very painful thing for her,
much more painful than it was for me,
I am sure. But it was still a painful in-
cident in my life.

I mention this because, with the sta-
tistical information indicating that
women of color don’t go to the hos-
pital, they don’t go through the var-
ious programs. I mention this because
in Texas now, the law has changed,
such that the woman is not forced to
testify against her husband to the ex-
tent that it was the case before. The
State can bring the charges now.

Unfortunately, for too long, women
were put in a position where they had
to give the testimony. They were
forced to give the testimony. The testi-
mony had to come from some source,
so it came from them.

But now, the State of Texas can
bring these charges, and it doesn’t have
to be the spouse against the spouse.

I think this is an important step for-
ward. But this is not enough.

We have to assure women that they
can come forward and coming forward
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will not cause them to be victimized to
an even greater extent. We have to give
them this assurance, which means that
there have to be counselors available
for them to visit with.

They will have to have the oppor-
tunity to find a safe house, a place
where they can start their lives with-
out fear each day that something may
happen.

This is the kind of thing that we can
do here in Congress with our legisla-
tion and that we have been doing, to be
very candid, providing safe houses,
making sure that the persons are taken
care of. This is important.

Noncitizen victims of domestic vio-
lence report heightened concerns with
accessing law enforcement and services
due to uncertainty arising from chang-
ing immigration policies and height-
ened immigration enforcement.

Noncitizens must be given the same
opportunity to get help as citizens. We
cannot assume that somehow a noncit-
izen is not worthy of the same level of
help as citizens. Victims are human
beings. To the same extent as persons
who are born in this country as those
who are born outside of this country,
we have to protect all victims.

There are some who don’t want to see
us spend as much money on persons
who are undocumented. There are
some. But I believe that, in this House,
we have people who understand that it
doesn’t matter where you are from,
how you got here. If you are the victim
of a crime, you ought to get the help
that you merit by virtue of having an
infraction committed against you. If
you are the victim of a crime, it
doesn’t matter your place of origin. If
you need help, we will help you. And
we should help you beyond simply al-
lowing you to file charges against a
person.

While you are here, we have to pro-
tect you. You ought to have a safe
house available to you as well, regard-
less of where you are from.

At least 15,500,000 children live in
families in which domestic violence oc-
curred at least once in the past year—
at least once in the past year.

One in 15 children are exposed to inti-
mate partner violence each year, and 90
percent of these children are eye-
witnesses to such violence. Children
should not be exposed to a cir-
cumstance where one parent is harm-
ing another or where any person is
harming another person.

Children exposed to domestic vio-
lence are more likely to attempt sui-
cide, abuse drugs and alcohol, run away
from home, and become victims of
human trafficking.

One large study found that men ex-
posed to physical abuse, sexual abuse,
or adult domestic violence as children
were four times more likely than other
men to have perpetrated domestic vio-
lence as an adult.

I spoke of this earlier. Some things
bear repeating. Men who were exposed
to physical abuse, sexual abuse, and do-
mestic violence are four times more

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

likely than other men to perpetrate do-
mestic violence as adults.

The approach to ending domestic vio-
lence has to be holistic. It has to be an
approach that deals with each and
every aspect of it. We cannot decide
that we are going to take on a portion
of it and assume that the rest will take
care of itself. It doesn’t take care of
itself. It only gets exacerbated.

We have to do more to protect per-
sons, regardless of their gender, as it
relates to domestic violence.
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I now would like to move to what I
said I would talk about earlier, the fact
that we have to do more than get the
word out, the fact that it is not enough
to sympathize and empathize. Sym-
pathy and empathy are worthy of
praise, but we have got to do more
than sympathize and empathize. We
are attempting to do more.

In the Heroes Act 2, we have domes-
tic violence grants and funding. The
updated Heroes Act provides critical
health and economic support to com-
munities and families: $100 million in
additional funding for family violence
prevention and services is available. It
will provide much-needed support for
domestic violence organizations by
waiving matching requirements on all
Federal moneys. These funds are for
the duration of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

And when I say Federal funds, I am
talking about family violence preven-
tion and services programs.

$3756 million dollars is for Violence
Against Women programs, with a waiv-
er of local match requirements, includ-
ing: $100 million in grants to combat
violence against women, $100 million
for sexual assault victims so that they
may have assistance, $560 million for as-
sistance to Tribal governments, $40
million for transitional housing assist-
ance grants, $25 million to enhance cul-
turally specific services for victims of
domestic violence, $25 million for out-
reach and services to underserved pop-
ulations, $20 million for rural domestic
violence and child abuse enforcement
assistance, and $15 million to support
families in the justice system. These
are moneys in the Heroes Act for vic-
tims of domestic violence.

We have $62.5 billion for administra-
tion for children and families. This will
provide supportive and social services
for families and children through pro-
grams, including: $100 million for fam-
ily violence prevention and services,
which includes $2 million for the Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline—I
will be giving that number out in just
a moment; $4 billion in tenant-based
rental assistance.

This will allow public housing agen-
cies to respond to coronavirus and the
ability to keep over 2.2 million families
stably housed even when facing a loss
of income, including $1 billion for new
and temporary vouchers for individuals
and families who are homeless or at
risk of becoming homeless or fleeing
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domestic violence. This will allow the
PHAs to have the flexibility necessary
for the safe and effective administra-
tion of these funds, while maintaining
fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor
standards, and other environmental
protections.

There are grants to assist low-income
women and survivors of domestic vio-
lence in obtaining qualified domestic
violence relations orders. This provi-
sion directs the Secretary of Labor,
acting through the Director of the
Women’s Bureau in conjunction with
the Assistant Secretary of the Em-
ployee Benefits Security Administra-
tion, to award grants of at least
$250,000 to establish community-based
organizations on a competitive basis to
assist low-income women and survivors
of domestic violence in obtaining
qualified domestic relations orders to
ensure that these women actually ob-
tain the benefits to which they are en-
titled through these orders.

Simply put, we are assisting women
to get court orders that can protect
them.

As a judge in a former life, we were
in a position to issue retraining orders
to protect persons who were being
threatened. Well, this is the money to
assist in allowing people to acquire
these restraining orders.

The domestic violence hotline, I indi-
cated that I would give you the num-
ber, Madam Speaker, so if you need
help and you have heard of what is
available and what we would like to
have available, here is the number. It
is a National Domestic Violence Hot-
line. It operates 24/7. The number is,
and I shall repeat it, 1-800-799-7233. 1-
800-799-7233.

I would beg that, if you believe you
need help, you would call this number.

I would hope that we will pass the
bill that will provide all of these var-
ious services that I have called to your
attention. It is a crisis. It is a crisis
within a crisis.

But we have the power to change
these things, and my hope is that we
will use this power. It is not enough to
be sympathetic and empathetic. We
have to do more. We can be helpful.
Sympathy and empathy are wonderful
things, but they won’t replace the
money necessary to provide persons
with counseling, provide them with a
safe house, and provide them with
healthcare that they would need as a
result of domestic violence.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 8504,
PAYROLL SUPPORT PROGRAM
EXTENSION ACT

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I rise
to offer legislation that would extend
the extraordinarily successful scandal-
free payroll passthrough for airline em-
ployees. It reviews the airlines as our—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not been recognized for de-
bate.
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