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Ms. Wheeler's quick actions, bravery, and
dedication to service is a credit to her, her
family, and Cape Fear Valley EMS. | know |
speak for everyone in our community when |
say we are truly grateful for her unwavering
service and cannot thank her enough.

Ms. Wheeler is deserving of this honor, and
| would like to extend my most sincere appre-
ciation and wish her success as she continues
to protect our communities.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
celebrating Cape Fear Valley EMS Paramedic
Kimberli R. Wheeler for receiving the Public
Safety Valor Award.
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Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to congratulate Harry Weddle on re-
ceiving Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hos-
pital’s 2020 Advocacy Award.

Like many Americans, Harry has faced un-
precedented challenges spurred by the
coronavirus pandemic. Prior to his time at En-
compass Health, Harry had spent over thirty
days at UPMC-Altoona and another four
weeks at Select Specialty Hospital. After these
lengthy stays, he was transferred to Encom-
pass. Throughout this ordeal, Harry also cou-
rageously battled COVID-19, while enduring
isolation from family and loved ones.

Harry is a fighter. He beat COVID-19 and
continued on the road to recovery. Thankfully,
Harry was able to return home to his wife.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, | am proud to honor Harry
Weddle and celebrate his recovery. | wish
Harry and his family every continued health
and happiness in the chapters to come.

——
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Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today, not only on be-
half of Missouri’'s 5th Congressional District,
but also on behalf of the Subcommittee on
Monetary Policy. | rise today to honor the life
and legacy of Dr. Thomas Laubach. Dr.
Laubach dedicated his exceptional economic
mind to serving his county and dedicated his
life to serving the world at large. His was a
powerful and touching life that was tragically
cut short by cancer on September 2, 2020. He
was just 55 years old. Dr. Laubach’s legacy
will live on in the work he did, the lives he
touched, and the story he left behind.

Dr. Laubach began as an undergraduate in
North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany at the Uni-
versity of Bonn, where he graduated with a
degree in economics in 1993. He then went
on to receive a Ph.D. in economics from
Princeton University just four years later. At
Princeton, Dr. Laubach’s thesis advisor was
none other than Ben Bernanke, who would go
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on to serve as the 14th Chair of the Federal
Reserve from 2006 to 2014. With an illustrious
education under his belt, Dr. Laubach began
his even more illustrious career. First making
a name for himself in my home district as an
Economist at the Kansas City Federal Re-
serve Bank, Dr. Laubach started on a path to
change the world of economics forever. After
working at the Kansas City Fed for three
years, Dr. Laubach became an Economist,
and then Senior Economist, for the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System. He
then took four years to teach and serve as
Chair of Macroeconomics at Goethe University
Frankfurt while taking research stints at Deut-
sche Bundesbank and the European Central
Bank. He returned to the Board of Governors
in 2012, this time as the Associate Director,
before being appointed Director of the Division
of Monetary Affairs in 2015. He served in that
capacity until his death on September 2nd. At
the time of his death, he was leading the cen-
tral bank’'s new strategy to lower unemploy-
ment while responding to the changes brought
on by the devastating pandemic that has so
deeply affected our nation’s economy.

Though his life in the economic world was
impactful in countless ways, he is most well-
known for two groundbreaking contributions.
The first, of course, is Dr. Laubach’s indelible
mark on central bank interest-rate policy,
which continues to affect both the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve and central banks across the
world. The second came in 2001, when Dr.
Laubach co-authored a paper titled “Meas-
uring the Natural Rate of Interest” alongside
John Williams, who is currently serving as the
president of the New York Federal Reserve.
That paper set forth a transformational theory
on the neutral rate of interest that will forever
be known as the Laubach-Williams model.

Dr. Laubach wore many hats throughout his
career: brilliant economist, dedicated re-
searcher, bold thinker, curious student, and
generous professor. A friend to many, he is
also remembered as a kind, calm, and colle-
gial presence. When critics attacked his ideas,
Dr. Laubach responded with kindness and re-
spect. When young economic minds sought
his wisdom, he responded with patience and
empathy. He was, above all, a beautiful soul
who sought to employ his talents to alleviate
suffering and serve others, and for that, we
are eternally grateful.

When such a quietly influential figure
passes on, | find myself wondering what | my-
self can do to help preserve their legacy. But
in that respect, Dr. Laubach’s own work will do
much more than any tribute or eulogy could
ever hope to do. His ideas, his writing, his in-
fluence is already a part of the fabric of the
economic world. His legacy lives on in global
monetary policy, in economics classrooms
around the country, and in the thinkers he
helped prepare to take on the crises of tomor-
row. Madam Speaker, please join me, my dis-
trict, and the Subcommittee on Monetary Pol-
icy for the House Financial Services Com-
mittee in honoring Dr. Laubach’s memory and
offering heartful condolences to his loved
ones. We have lost a bright light, an irreplace-
able mind, and a dedicated public servant, but
we are blessed with the dark places his light
illuminated, the theories his mind made crystal
clear, and the lives his service helped touch.
He was taken from us far too soon, so let us
all carry his torch forward by committing our
passions, skills, and talents to the service of
others.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Centennial Celebration of the
White County Farm Bureau.

The White County Farm Bureau had its ori-
gin in 1920 when farmers organized an asso-
ciation to accomplish together what one farm-
er could not do alone. Following a mass meet-
ing of area farmers at the White County Court-
house, and after many stirring speeches, the
White County Farm Bureau was organized.
The most important issue of the time was soil
composition, and poultry was the most impor-
tant industry in the county followed by dairy
and livestock.

As is the case today, the strength of the
early Farm Bureau laid with its members. For
example, in 1925, a tornado crossed the coun-
ty causing widespread destruction and death.
The Farm Bureau worked closely with relief
organizations to help neighbors get their farm-
ing work done and back on their feet.

The purchase of alfalfa seeds was a grow-
ing interest to the Bureau in the 1930s. And
as the financial condition of White County
farmers improved, so too did the value of the
organization. Membership increased, espe-
cially with women, and in 1940 the White
County Home Bureau was organized.

The Farm Bureau moved into its new build-
ing in 1947, paying the final loan installment in
1957. Through the 1960s and 1970s, the or-
ganization was involved in legislative, mar-
keting, and membership policy development
programs. Steady membership growth ensued,
and member participation reached an all-time
high.

In the 1970s, the lllinois and county Farm
Bureau’s successfully lobbied for legislation to
reduce fees for farm truck and trailer license
plates. In addition, the Bureau was busy
studying taxation policy, concluding early on
that property taxes needed reform.

Madam Speaker, the spirit of cooperation
and hard work lives on in today’s White Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, continuing a proud legacy
filled with accomplishments and overcoming
challenges. To celebrate this legacy, the Bu-
reau plans to share historical photos and doc-
uments on social media, interview past lead-
ers, compile a video presentation, produce a
Centennial Booklet for members, and hold the
100th Annual Meeting in January 2021.

It is an honor to stand today to acknowledge
the centennial anniversary of the White Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, and | wish the Bureau many
more years of success.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN
PATRICK MULLINS
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Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor John Patrick Mullins, who is retiring as
Assistant City Manager and who served the
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