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office holder has improved thousands of lives 
in the Kansas City area across multiple gen-
erations. 

Lali’s ambition throughout her career has 
been clear: ‘‘To make a better life for the His-
panic community through [her] involvement in 
various organizations.’’ Over the last eighty 
years, Lali has accomplished that goal with 
conviction and grace. She began her activism 
at the young age of 13, when she first started 
going to the Guadalupe Center in Kansas City. 
At the time, the Center dedicated most of its 
resources to administering a school and clinic 
for underprivileged immigrants who had settled 
in Kansas City. Even at 13, Lali had a vibrant 
vision for what the Center could become: an 
integral part, a pillar, in the Kansas City His-
panic community. Serving for forty-six years 
on the Center’s Board of Directors, including 
three terms as the Board President, she 
oversaw a massive expansion of the Center, 
among many critical victories. Today, the Cen-
ter has grown to provide many essential serv-
ices for Latinos, including healthcare, edu-
cation, financial assistance, childcare, work-
force development, and much more. Today, 
the Guadalupe Center, in no small part be-
cause of Lali’s contribution, provides opportu-
nities for newly-arrived immigrants to achieve 
their American Dream while also promoting 
pride in their culture and heritage. 

But Lali, ever the visionary, was not satis-
fied transforming just the Guadalupe Center. 
She knew that change would not come for the 
Kansas City Hispanic community until they or-
ganized and voted for elected officials who 
would advocate for them at every level of gov-
ernment. Recognizing this, Lali founded La 
Raza Political Club in 1989. Under her leader-
ship, La Raza worked endlessly to register 
new voters for each election, ensuring for the 
first time a seat at the table for the small but 
vibrant Hispanic community in Kansas City. 
Most Novembers, you could find Lali at her 
polling place, trying to convince everyone in 
her community to vote for a more equal, more 
just, and more promising America. Even this 
year, amidst a global pandemic, she has 
worked with her team to register hundreds of 
young Latino voters in what could be the most 
important election of their lifetime. 

These actions alone would have been 
enough to satisfy most of us. But Lali has 
served Kansas City and the Hispanic commu-
nity in a variety of roles throughout her career, 
and she is always finding new ways to effect 
change. She is a member the Union Cultural 
Mexicana Ladies Auxiliary, a full-time volun-
teer at the Casa Felix Senior Center, and a 
Board member for the Ethics, Human Rela-
tions, and Citizen Complaints Commission. 
She was also appointed to the Guadalajara 
Sister City Commission, as well as the Port 
Authority Board of Commissioners, and has 
served on the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast Com-
mittee since 1987. I list these accomplish-
ments not to account for everything Lali has 
achieved—an impossible task for such as 
short time. Rather, I highlight her work be-
cause it teaches all of us a lesson about what 
it means to participate in our community. The 
framers of our Constitution knew they were 
drafting a document to govern an imperfect 
nation, plagued by animus and inequality. In 
the preamble of this document, which serves 
as the foundation for our entire system of gov-
ernment, they instructed each subsequent 
generation to use its articles and amendments 

to form a more perfect union. The system re-
lies on passionate, courageous, free-thinking 
Americans like Lali, pushing it towards a more 
just, tranquil, and equitable way of life. The 
arc of the moral universe bends towards jus-
tice, but it doesn’t do it alone. 

Lali recognized early on that if she could up-
lift voices and register voters, she could 
change her neighborhood for the better. If she 
could change her neighborhood, Lali knew she 
could change her city; if she could change her 
city, she could change her state; if she could 
change her state, she could change our na-
tion. Lali represents all that is great about 
America, Madame speaker; she represents 
the audacious notion that one person in one 
city can change the lives of millions who have 
struggled to realize the full rights and protec-
tions of our government. I am eternally grate-
ful that fate brought Lali to Kansas City and 
that I have been able to witness her action, 
advocacy, and affection for others during my 
time in public office. Lali has done more than 
her fair share to make our union more perfect. 

One of the many unfortunate consequences 
of the ongoing public health crisis is the 
missed opportunities to celebrate and enjoy 
one another’s company, whether it is gradua-
tions, bar mitzvahs, naturalization ceremonies, 
or the birthday party of a local hero turning 93 
years young. It is imperative that we take time 
to celebrate life’s milestones. Madam Speaker, 
please join me and Missouri’s Fifth Congres-
sional District as we forever enshrine our 
gratefulness for the work of Lali Garcia in the 
Congressional Record and as we wish her the 
happiest of birthdays. It is my fervent hope 
that we will be celebrating her 94th birthday in 
person, with a celebration fit for a local leg-
end. 
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CELEBRATING THE MARRIAGE OF 
JIM BERT AND LYDIA LAUDER-
DALE 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the 50th wedding an-
niversary of Jim Bert and Lydia Lauderdale of 
Shannon, Mississippi. 

Jim and Lydia attended different high 
schools, with Jim graduating from Shannon 
High School and Lydia graduating from 
Okolona High School. Jim went on to become 
a Mississippi State Bulldog, and Lydia at-
tended Northeast Mississippi Community Col-
lege where she earned a degree in Nursing. 
Jim and Lydia were married on Wednesday, 
October 23, 1970 in Starkville, Mississippi, but 
later made Shannon, Mississippi their home. 

Five years after their marriage, Jim started 
his family business, Shannon Steel Service, 
while also helping his father’s business, Tom 
Lauderdale Paper Company. At the same 
time, Lydia was working in hospitals and nurs-
ing homes all throughout North Mississippi be-
fore retiring as a school nurse for Lee County 
Schools. 

Jim and Lydia are the proud parents of their 
two sons, Bert and Stewart Lauderdale, who 
work alongside Jim and Jim’s brother, Tommy, 
in the family business. They are members of 
Shannon First United Methodist Church, and 
are also proud grandparents of six. 

Their commitment to each other and the 
community is inspiring, and we wish them 
many more years of happiness. 
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RECOGNIZING MAJOR MICHAEL 
VINACCO 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 23, 2020 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Air Force Major Michael 
Vinacco on the completion of his Legislative 
Fellowship with my personal office. Major 
Vinacco has been assigned to my staff since 
January 2020 and has done a superb job as 
a trusted advisor for national security, foreign 
operations, and veteran policy issues. 

Major Vinacco was raised in a military family 
and earned his commission from Virginia Mili-
tary Institute in 2008. Prior to being selected 
for his prestigious Defense Legislative Fellow-
ship, he served as a Program Manager for a 
multibillion-dollar Air Force program. Addition-
ally, he has over a decade of experience in 
engineering and aircraft maintenance, to in-
clude a combat deployment to Afghanistan in 
2012. 

During his Fellowship, Major Vinacco was 
instrumental in helping my staff and I develop 
the fiscal year 2021 House defense appropria-
tions bill. His direct contributions will help pro-
vide our nation’s uniformed men and women 
with the resources needed to defend our na-
tion. Additionally, Major Vinacco coordinated 
dozens of engagements with senior depart-
mental officials to include a tour of the South-
west Border with Deputy Secretary of Defense 
Norquist and a tour of Naval Air Station Joint 
Reserve Base Fort Worth. In addition to de-
partmental engagements, Major Vinacco 
served as my connection to the defense in-
dustrial partners that make Fort Worth and 
North Texas our nation’s defense aviation pro-
duction hub. 

Airmen like Major Michael Vinacco are the 
reason our nation’s Air Force is the best in the 
world. On behalf of the 12th District of Texas, 
I offer my congratulations and best wishes to 
Michael, his wife Lisa, and children Luca, 
John, and Zachary, as they continue their mili-
tary journey in service to our great nation. 

f 

HONORING EDWARD J. TRACEY 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 23, 2020 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, in this the 75th 
anniversary of the end of WWII, I rise to pay 
tribute to Edward J. Tracey. Like so many of 
our courageous WWII veterans, Ed is gone 
but will not be forgotten. Madam Speaker, I 
am confident that the following highlights of 
the contributions Ed Tracey made to the War 
effort will reveal a legacy, not just for the 13th 
District of Ohio, but for the broader impact 
Capt. Tracey had on the victory against tyr-
anny. 

Ed, along with his two brothers and two sis-
ters, grew up at RFD No. 3, a farm located in 
Cortland, Ohio. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:51 Oct 24, 2020 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A23OC8.022 E23OCPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-10-26T20:28:54-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




