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We can only hope that S. 3147, the
Improving Safety and Security for Vet-
erans Act, will serve as a first step to-
ward better understanding what gaps
in VA management existed and what
actions the Department still needs to
take to protect our veterans.

We also hope that this measure will
serve as a foundation for helping to re-
store veterans’ confidence in the safe-
ty, security, and quality of the care de-
livered at VA medical facilities.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 3147, the Improving Safety and Se-
curity for Veterans Act of 2019.

This bill was drafted in response to a
tragic incident at the Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in
Clarksburg, West Virginia, where a
former VA nursing assistant killed at
least seven veteran patients by inject-
ing them with lethal doses of insulin
while they were under her care.

As a member of the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I personally
grieved the loss of those veterans. I
cannot fathom the pain that their
loved ones must feel. My heart is with
them, especially during this holiday
season.

Congress must act to ensure that no
other veteran, family, or community
experiences such tragedy ever again.

Passing S. 3147 today will help us do
that, Mr. Speaker. The bill would re-
quire VA to report to Congress on the
Department’s efforts to assess, mon-
itor, and improve patient safety and
quality of care throughout the VA
healthcare system. It would also re-
quire the VA to report to Congress on
the series of events surrounding the
Clarksburg murders and the actions
taken in Clarksburg and nationwide,
for that matter.

We need to ensure that we learn from
this tragedy and that it never, ever is
repeated.

This bill is sponsored by Senator JOE
MANCHIN from West Virginia and is the
companion to a House bill in the House
by my good friend, a great member of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
and I know he supports veterans, DAVID
MCKINLEY, who I will yield to in a sec-
ond. DAVID is from West Virginia.

I appreciate Senator MANCHIN’s and
Congressman MCKINLEY’s efforts to en-
sure that veterans in West Virginia and
across the country receive care that is
timely, safe, and of the very highest
quality. Again, we have to thank them
for their service to our country, and
they are entitled to this quality of
care, Mr. Speaker.

Every veteran deserves to feel con-
fident that they will be well cared for
when they walk through VA’s doors.
While nothing can bring back the vet-
erans who were ruthlessly murdered in
Clarksburg, I hope that the passage of
this bill today will restore some of the
trust that has been lost due to this
heartbreaking chapter in VA’s history
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and ease other veterans’ fears that
they may have about their own safety
seeking care through the VA
healthcare system.

Mr. Speaker, I urge every one of my
colleagues to join me in supporting
this bill today. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. LURIA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
MCKINLEY).

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of S. 3147, the Improving
Safety and Security for Veterans Act
of 2019.

The bill is indeed the companion to
H.R. 5616, which I introduced in Janu-
ary of this year following the death of
seven veterans at our Clarksburg VA
Medical Center.

A former nursing assistant at the
hospital has now pled guilty to mur-
dering these veterans by intentionally
and inappropriately injecting them
with insulin. Her actions are beyond
the pale. Congress must do everything
it can to ensure that this never hap-
pens again.

This bill was just the first step to-
ward that goal. It will, indeed, as you
heard the chairman say, provide trans-
parency and accountability at our VA
medical facilities by requiring the VA
to submit to Congress detailed reports
on patient safety and quality of care at
those hospitals.

It will also ensure that the public is
well-informed as to what occurred in
Clarksburg. The public was kept in the
dark for far too long during the course
of this investigation.

Our veterans have sacrificed so much
for our country, and they deserve the
best possible care and should feel safe
when they come to one of our facilities.

Congress now has the opportunity to
restore the public’s confidence in our
Veterans Affairs system and ensure
that our veterans are receiving the
care they deserve.

I join with the chairman, Mr. Speak-
er, in saying that I urge all of our col-
leagues to join unanimously in sup-
porting this bill.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. LURIA. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close. I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in passing S. 3147.

I want to thank Mr. MCKINLEY for in-
troducing this bill in the House and
Senator MANCHIN for working very dili-
gently in the Senate to bring this legis-
lation before us today because, as Mr.
MCKINLEY said, we do need to provide
assurance to our veterans about their
safety in our VA health centers, both
in Clarksburg and across the country.

I also want to thank Mr. BILIRAKIS,
my colleague on the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, for his work on this and all
the bills that we have reviewed today.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in passing S. 3147, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs.
LURIA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3147.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. LURIA. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
965, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

————

WOUNDED VETERANS RECREATION
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 327) to amend the Federal Lands
Recreation Enhancement Act to pro-
vide for a lifetime National Rec-
reational Pass for any veteran with a
service-connected disability, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUFFMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 401, nays 0,
not voting 28, as follows:

[Roll No. 219]

YEAS—401
Adams Bera Brown (MD)
Aguilar Bergman Brownley (CA)
Allen Beyer Buchanan
Allred Biggs Buck
Amash Bilirakis Bucshon
Armstrong Bishop (GA) Budd
Arrington Bishop (NC) Burchett
Axne Bishop (UT) Burgess
Babin Blumenauer Bustos
Bacon Blunt Rochester  Butterfield
Baird Bonamici Byrne
Balderson Bost Carbajal
Banks Boyle, Brendan Cardenas
Barr F. Carson (IN)
Barragan Brady Carter (GA)
Bass Brindisi Carter (TX)
Beatty Brooks (AL) Cartwright
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Case
Casten (IL)
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
Cheney
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Cox (CA)
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Cunningham
Curtis
Davids (KS)
Davidson (OH)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny K.
Davis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.

Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes

Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fudge
Fulcher
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gibbs
Gohmert
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith

Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Harder (CA)
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes
Heck
Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Keller
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim
Kind
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marshall
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McEachin
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McGovern
McKinley
McNerney
Meeks

Meng

Meuser
Mfume
Miller
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (NC)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne

Pence
Perlmutter
Perry

Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan

Porter

Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin

Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Riggleman
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer

Roy
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires

Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Spano

Speier
Stanton
Stauber

Stefanik

Steil

Steube

Stevens
Stewart
Stivers

Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano

Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Tipton

Titus

Tlaib

Tonko

Torres (CA)

Abraham
Aderholt
Amodei
Brooks (IN)
Calvert
Collins (GA)
Gianforte
Huizenga
King (IA)
Lamborn

Torres Small
(NM)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Upton
Van Drew
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters

Lesko
Luetkemeyer
Marchant
McHenry
Mitchell
Olson
Richmond
Roby

Rogers (KY)
Rooney (FL)

0 1925

Watkins
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wexton

Wild
Williams
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoho

Zeldin

NOT VOTING—28

Shimkus
Simpson
Smith (WA)
Thornberry
Walberg
Waltz
Wright
Young

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS

Barragan (Beyer)
Blumenauer
(Beyer)
Bonamici (Clark
(MA))
Boyle, Brendan
F. (Jeffries)
Brownley (CA)
(Clark (MA))
Bustos (Kuster
(NH))
Carson (IN)
(Cleaver)
Castro (TX)
(Garcia (TX))
Clay (Cleaver)
Cohen (Beyer)
Costa (Cooper)
DeGette (Blunt
Rochester)
DeSaulnier
(Matsui)
Doggett (Raskin)
Escobar (Garcia
(TX))
Evans (Brown
(MD))
Frankel (Clark
(MA))
Garamendi
(Sherman)
Gonzalez (TX)
(Gomez)
Grijalva (Garcia
(L))

Hastings
(Wasserman
Schultz)

Higgins (NY)
(Sanchez)

Jayapal (Raskin)

Johnson (TX)
(Jeffries)

Keating (Kuster
(NH))

Khanna (Gomez)

Kind (Beyer)

Kirkpatrick
(Stanton)

Langevin
(Courtney)

Lawrence
(Kildee)

Lawson (FL)
(Demings)

Lieu, Ted (Beyer)

Lipinski (Cooper)

Lofgren (Jeffries)

Lowenthal
(Beyer)

Lowey (Tonko)

Lynch
(McGovern)

McEachin
(Wexton)

Meng (Kuster
(NH))

Moore (Beyer)

Nadler (Jeffries)

———————

RECESS

Napolitano
(Correa)
Payne
(Wasserman
Schultz)
Peterson
(McCollum)
Pingree, (Kuster
(NH))
Pocan (Raskin)
Porter (Wexton)
Price (NC)
(Butterfield)
Rose (NY)
(Golden)
Roybal-Allard
(Bass)
Ruiz (Dingell)
Rush
(Underwood)
Ryan (Kildee)
Schrier (Kilmer)
Serrano
(Jeffries)
Speier (Scanlon)
Takano (Chu,
Judy)
Titus (Connolly)
Vargas (Correa)
Watson Coleman
(Pallone)
Welch
(McGovern)
Wilson (FL)
(Hayes)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 26 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————

0 1936

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro

H5749

tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 7 o’clock and
36 minutes p.m.

———

IMPROVING SAFETY AND SECU-
RITY FOR VETERANS ACT OF
2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3147) to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress
reports on patient safety and quality of
care at medical centers of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs.
LURIA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 394, nays 0,
not voting 35, as follows:

[Roll No. 220]

YEAS—39%4

Adams Cloud Fulcher
Aguilar Clyburn Gabbard
Allen Cohen Gaetz
Allred Cole Gallagher
Amash Comer Garamendi
Armstrong Conaway Garcia (CA)
Arrington Connolly Garcla (IL)
Axne Cook Garcia (TX)
Babin Cooper Gibbs
Bacon Correa Gohmert
Baird Costa Golden
Balderson Courtney Gomez
Banks Cox (CA) Gonzalez (OH)
Barr Craig Gonzalez (TX)
Barragan Crawford Gooden
Bass Crenshaw Gosar
Beatty Crist Gottheimer
Bera Crow Granger
Bergman Cuellar Graves (LA)
Beyer Cunningham Graves (MO)
Biggs Curtis Green (TN)
Bilirakis Davids (KS) Green, Al (TX)
Bishop (GA) Davidson (OH) Griffith
Bishop (UT) Davis (CA) Grijalva
Blumenauer Davis, Danny K.  Grothman
Bonamici Davis, Rodney Guest
Bost Dean Guthrie
Boyle, Brendan DeFazio Haaland

F. DeGette Hagedorn
Brady DeLauro Harder (CA)
Brindisi DelBene Harris
Brooks (AL) Delgado Hartzler
Brown (MD) Demings Hastings
Brownley (CA) DeSaulnier Hayes
Buck DesJarlais Heck
Bucshon Deutch Hern, Kevin
Budd Diaz-Balart Herrera Beutler
Burchett Dingell Hice (GA)
Burgess Doggett Higgins (LA)
Bustos Doyle, Michael Higgins (NY)
Butterfield F. Hill (AR)
Byrne Duncan Himes
Carbajal Dunn Hollingsworth
Cardenas Emmer Horn, Kendra S.
Carson (IN) Engel Horsford
Carter (GA) Escobar Houlahan
Carter (TX) Eshoo Hoyer
Cartwright Espaillat Hudson
Case Estes Huffman
Casten (IL) Evans Hurd (TX)
Castor (FL) Ferguson Jackson Lee
Castro (TX) Finkenauer Jacobs
Chabot Fitzpatrick Jayapal
Cheney Fleischmann Jeffries
Chu, Judy Fletcher Johnson (GA)
Cicilline Flores Johnson (LA)
Cisneros Fortenberry Johnson (OH)
Clark (MA) Foster Johnson (SD)
Clarke (NY) Foxx (NC) Johnson (TX)
Clay Frankel Jordan
Cline Fudge Joyce (OH)
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