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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable KELLY
LOEFFLER, a Senator from the State of
Georgia.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Holy God, continue to be our
strength and shield. Extend Your pow-
erful hands to aid and deliver us.

Lord, inspire our Senators to believe
that You continue to work for the good
of those who love You. Let Your favor
shine upon our lawmakers and sustain
them with Your unfailing love.

Lord, release to them the blessings
You have stored for those who honor
You. You are our God, and our future is
in Your hands.

Remind us all to seek first to under-
stand before we strive to be under-
stood.

We pray in Your Sacred Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 18, 2020.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable KELLY LOEFFLER, a

Senate

Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.
Mrs. LOEFFLER thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Stephen A.
Vaden, of Tennessee, to be a Judge of
the United States Court of Inter-
national Trade.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SENATOR CHUCK GRASSLEY

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
yvesterday something extremely rare
happened here in this Chamber, some-
thing so unusual that only a few of us
current Senators had ever seen it be-
fore—a rollcall vote that did not in-
clude the name of our President pro
tempore and distinguished colleague
from Iowa, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY.

Before yesterday, the senior Senator
from Iowa had not missed a single vote

in this body since 1993, when he was in
Iowa helping with historic flooding.

Since then, across 27 years and 8,927
votes, Senator GRASSLEY had shown up
for every single one. It is by far the
longest such streak in Senate history.

Senator GRASSLEY broke the previous
record back in January of 2016 and ob-
viously continued to extend it for al-
most 5 years.

This show of diligence and dedication
is remarkable by any measure. But be-
cause of who Senator GRASSLEY is, it
hasn’t seemed remarkable at all. That
incredible commitment to serving
Iowans and working around the clock
is just who our colleague is. That devo-
tion is just his daily routine.

This is the Senator who manages to
visit all 99 counties in Iowa every sin-
gle year. We call it the ‘‘full GRASS-
LEY.” Nearly 9,000 consecutive Senate
votes must have seemed like a cake-
walk by comparison.

But yesterday, our colleague’s streak
had to be temporarily placed on hold.
On the advice of doctors, after close
contact with someone who had later
tested positive for the coronavirus,
Senator GRASSLEY began self-quaran-
tining yesterday morning.

Later in the day, our colleague let us
know he had tested positive himself,
underscoring why his good judgment to
follow doctor’s orders while awaiting
his test result was the right decision.

So our colleague’s historic run has
been put on pause for the same reason
that it was compiled in the first
place—leadership, service to others,
and a determination to set the right
example.

On Monday, in his floor remarks, our
colleague reminded all Americans of
our duties in this moment:

Although promising vaccines for the
coronavirus are on the horizon, it is more
important than ever to stop the surge. . . .
Wash your hands; limit your activity outside
your household; social distance; wear a
mask. We are going to get through this to-
gether, but we need everyone to do their
part.
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All of the Senate’s thoughts and
prayers are with our distinguished col-
league, who reported yesterday evening
that he still feels fine. We hope that
will remain the case. Certainly, if any
Member of this body has the good
health and stamina to kick the virus to
the curb, it is Senator GRASSLEY.

So we will look forward to seeing him
soon.

CORONAVIRUS

Madam President, now on an entirely
different matter, Senate Republicans
have spent months—months—trying to
get another bipartisan rescue package
passed and signed into law for the
American people.

For months, our position has been
entirely consistent. We want to reach
agreement on all the areas where com-
promise is well within reach, send hun-
dreds of billions of dollars to urgent
and uncontroversial programs, and let
Washington argue over the rest later.

There is no reason why doing right
by struggling families should wait
until we resolve every difference on
every issue. But, unfortunately, both
Speaker PELOSI and the Democratic
leader have been equally consistent,
and they don’t think Congress should
do anything at all—anything, unless
they get to cash out a far-left ideolog-
ical wish list, including things with
zero relationship to the present crisis.

They have continued to insist that
Congress must pass their so-called He-
roes Act or do nothing at all.

The problem is that their proposal is
a multitrillion-dollar laughingstock
that never had a chance of becoming
law.

Let’s recall what Speaker PELOSI’s
own Members said when she first re-
leased this proposal:

I think the Heroes Act went too far. It got
loaded up with a bunch of political wish list
things.

This is Washington politics at its worst

. . a partisan wish list.

It’s a middle finger to the American peo-
ple.

These are all reactions of House
Democrats. And no wonder, because
here are just some of the demands the
Speaker will not drop: a massive tax
cut specifically for wealthy people in
blue States; a colossal slush fund for
consistently mismanaged State and
city governments, with no linkage to
actual pandemic needs.

These things are included, but they
managed to completely leave out—lis-
ten to this—leave out entirely any new
funding for a second round of the job-
saving Paycheck Protection Program—
something we made sure to include in
every Republican offering. They want
to spend $3 trillion but couldn’t find
one cent—one cent—of new money for
the job-saving program that has kept
small businesses afloat from coast to
coast.

Oh, and by the way, because the far-
left decided in the summertime they
didn’t much like the men and women of
law enforcement anymore, between the
first and second version of this pro-
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posal, the Speaker literally took out—
listen to this—took out hundreds of
millions of dollars for hiring, equip-
ping, and training local law enforce-
ment. I guess by their account, the po-
lice don’t count as ‘‘Heroes” any
longer.

By playing all-or-nothing hardball
with a proposal this radical, our col-
leagues have thus far guaranteed that
American workers and families get
nothing at all.

The pace of our economic recovery
and the promise of vaccines on the ho-
rizon give us reasons for major hope,
but we are nowhere near—nowhere
near—out of the woods yet. Vaccines
will need to be distributed nationwide
and quickly. Republicans’ targeted pro-
posal provided billions of dollars to
make that happen, but Democrats
blocked it.

The PPP has helped millions of
American workers and small businesses
hang on thus far, but now, in the home
stretch, they need more help. Repub-
licans’ targeted proposal would have
renewed that lifeline for the hardest
hit small businesses, but again, Demo-
crats blocked it.

So think about it. We moved Heaven
and Earth and spent mountains of
money to help workers keep their jobs
and help small businesses keep the
lights on from the springtime all the
way up to now, but now, after all that,
with the end seemingly in sight, we
might lose the hardest hit small busi-
nesses in the home stretch because
Democrats have refused—refused—to
let us continue helping. We kept family
businesses alive for months and
months, only to see some of them fail
now, with vaccines on the horizon, be-
cause Democrats have blocked another
round of PPP.

Well, it is not too late to make a dif-
ference. Republicans stand ready to de-
liver this urgent aid. Let’s fund all the
programs where there is not even real
disagreement—just the ones where
there is no disagreement—and let’s do
it now. We just need Democrats to fi-
nally get serious about this.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

2020 ELECTIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
first, let me join all of my colleagues
in wishing the Senate pro tempore, the
senior Senator from Iowa, Senator
GRASSLEY, a speedy and quick recov-
ery. We know he is a strong man, and
we have every confidence he will beat
this back, as he has beaten many other
adversities back in the past.

November 18, 2020

Now, it has been nearly 2 weeks since
every major news network called the
Presidential election for Joe Biden.
Preparations for the incoming Biden
administration are well under way, and
still—still—President Trump refuses to
accept reality.

This morning brought a fresh series
of Presidential delusions on Twitter.
President Trump declared—sometimes
in capital letters—that the election
was a fraud, a joke, and even unconsti-
tutional. Imagine that, an unconstitu-
tional election. That 1is Dbecause
Trump’s ego is such, when he doesn’t
win, everything is wrong, false, et
cetera.

President Trump, get out of your
bubble. You lost. Joe Biden will be
sworn in as the next President of the
United States on January 20. There is
nothing you can do to stop it. Get out
of the bubble and work on a transition.

Last night, continuing President
Trump’s outrageous and dishonest be-
havior, President Trump fired our
country’s chief election security offi-
cer, Chris Krebs, an honorable public
servant, because he confirmed that our
elections were secure. This reinforced
the No. 1 rule of working for Donald
Trump: You can never tell the truth.

But no matter whom he fires or how
many times he tweets, President
Trump cannot change reality. He lost
the Presidential election. Joe Biden
will be the next President of the United
States, and it is time for President
Trump to quit the nonsense, admit the
truth, and move on. Anytime my Re-
publican colleagues want to tell him
that would be fine by me.

CORONAVIRUS

Madam President, now, on another
matter entirely, the country is facing
the worst phase of the pandemic. As
the number of new infections and hos-
pitalizations threaten, once again, to
overwhelm the capacity of our
healthcare system, we have to make
sure that our nurses and doctors and
all of our healthcare professionals have
the PPE they need to protect them-
selves and their patients safely.

We all remember the early days of
the crisis, when healthcare profes-
sionals in some parts of the country
were forced to jury-rig masks and
gloves from spare clothing and bits of
string. In my home State of New York,
nursing homes alone were burning
through 12 million pieces of PPE a
week during the height of the pan-
demic in April. The recent surge in
cases might bring us all back to or be-
yond the peak levels we saw earlier
this year. We must do everything—ev-
erything—in our power to avoid a re-
peat of the widespread PPE shortages.

So I am joining Senators MURRAY,
PETERS, BALDWIN, and MURPHY to in-
troduce new legislation that authorizes
$10 billion for the Strategic National
Stockpile to purchase large quantities
of PPE, including N95 respirators,
gloves, gowns, face masks, face shields,
and surgical masks.

The N95 masks don’t need to be worn
by every American on a daily basis, but
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