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by Moderna is more than 94 percent ef-
fective. They are going ahead and ask-
ing the FDA for emergency use author-
ization. Experts are calling this news 
‘‘absolutely remarkable.’’ Alongside 
other promising vaccine developments 
from Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Johnson & 
Johnson, and others, there is continued 
cause to suspect that victory over this 
pandemic is not far off. 

But a huge amount of work remains 
before us. If Operation Warp Speed re-
mains on this historic trajectory, we 
need to continue investing in the sys-
tem that will distribute these vaccines 
around our country. If we want the 
small businesses that have already 
hung on for most of the year to survive 
a few more months, we need a second 
round of the job-saving Paycheck Pro-
tection Program for the workers at the 
hardest hit establishments. Some 
major parts of the historic CARES Act 
have already run dry, and many others 
are set to expire at year’s end. 

We Republicans have spent months 
trying to renew important help and 
provide even more. We have tried to 
send more than $100 billion to help 
schools and welcome students and 
teachers safely to the classroom. We 
have tried to implement commonsense 
legal protections that universities and 
charities have been clamoring for. We 
have tried to pass all of this over and 
over again, but Speaker PELOSI and the 
Senate Democratic leader have blocked 
it. 

They have been very transparent 
about all of this with their political 
strategy—laid it right out there. The 
Speaker of the House spent the entire 
summer and the entire autumn lit-
erally gambling with the health and 
welfare of the American people. She 
gambled that if American families 
didn’t get any more relief before the 
election, her party would expand its 
majority in the House, and Democrats 
could continue demanding the right to 
remake all of society along far-left 
lines in exchange for passing any more 
COVID relief whatsoever. 

But their all-or-nothing obstruction 
backfired. Democrats did not pick up 
seats in the House but instead appear 
to have lost seats. They have not 
gained any leverage, but instead they 
have lost leverage. And in the mean-
time, with the coronavirus surging 
from coast to coast, the American peo-
ple have gone entirely—entirely—with-
out any additional aid—even the least 
controversial, most bipartisan pro-
grams—because the Democrats say no. 

Here is a summary from one news 
outlet: 

Pelosi seems to have overplayed her hand 
as she held out for $2 trillion-plus right up 
until the election. The results of the elec-
tion, which saw Democrats lose seats in the 
House, appear to have significantly undercut 
her position. 

By now it is abundantly clear to ev-
eryone that the Speaker will not be 
getting to fundamentally transform 
American society in a socialist direc-
tion in exchange for more bipartisan 

relief. The hostage-taking was never 
going to work. 

Now there is only one remaining 
question for the Speaker and the 
Democratic leader—just one question: 
Will they finally—finally—let Congress 
pass hundreds of billions of dollars of 
relief on all the subjects where we 
agree? Or will they continue to insist 
that either they get their entire ideo-
logical wish list or the American peo-
ple get nothing at all? 

Even their fellow Democrats are in-
creasingly seeing this as not a terribly 
difficult question to answer. For exam-
ple, over the weekend, Professor 
Austan Goolsbee, who chaired the 
Council of Economic Advisers under 
President Obama, called on Democrats 
to finally play ball. Here is what he 
said: 

There are a lot of people really hurting. 
. . . I hope [Congress] can agree on some-
thing soon. . . . [I]f they have to accept half 
a loaf, then they have to accept half a loaf. 

Speaker PELOSI’s No. 2, the House 
Democratic majority leader, feels the 
same way: 

I just hope that we can get agreement. It 
may not be everything that everybody 
wants, but at least. . . . some significant re-
lief to people. 

Our distinguished Senate colleague 
from Illinois, the Democratic whip, 
said the same thing: ‘‘[G]et something 
done that is significant, do what we 
can achieve now.’’ 

Here is the headline from Newsweek: 
‘‘Democrats Urge Pelosi to Accept 
Smaller Stimulus Package to Ensure 
Relief by End of Year.’’ 

Even the Speaker’s own House Demo-
cratic Members are now openly cam-
paigning for our Republican approach. 
Here is one Democratic Congressman, 
who nearly lost his reelection after 
Speaker PELOSI’s stonewalling: 

We absolutely have to get something done. 
. . . Mitch McConnell is talking about a bill 
we can pass. . . . We should negotiate that to 
the finish. 

That is a House Democrat saying 
that the Senate Republican proposal is 
the template that can pass. 

Rank-and-file Democrats in both 
Chambers are telling Speaker PELOSI 
and the Democratic leader to stop 
stonewalling and move forward with 
the approach Republicans have been 
urging for months. The American peo-
ple need more help, and they need it 
right now—right now. Democratic lead-
ers have already burned through 3 
months—3 months—and they didn’t 
even get the political results that their 
cynical strategy was supposed to de-
liver. 

So let’s hope our colleagues at the 
top of the Democratic Party can fi-
nally hear their own Members and stop 
blocking the commonsense, multihun-
dred-billion-dollar measures that Re-
publicans have been ready to deliver 
for months. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 761. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Christopher Waller, of Min-
nesota, to be a Member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem for a term of fourteen years from 
February 1, 2016. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Christopher Waller, of Minnesota, 
to be a Member of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System for a term of 
fourteen years from February 1, 2016. 

Mitch McConnell, John Thune, Marsha 
Blackburn, Joni Ernst, Pat Roberts, 
John Cornyn, Lindsey Graham, Deb 
Fischer, Tim Scott, Lamar Alexander, 
Kevin Cramer, Mike Braun, John 
Hoeven, Mike Crapo, Michael B. Enzi, 
John Boozman, Thom Tillis. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 842. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Liam P. Hardy, of Virginia, 
to be a Judge of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces 
for the term of fifteen years to expire 
on the date prescribed by law. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
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CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Liam P. Hardy, of Virginia, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Armed Forces for the term of fifteen 
years to expire on the date prescribed by 
law. 

Mitch McConnell, Shelley Moore Capito, 
John Hoeven, Roger F. Wicker, Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, Joni Ernst, Roy Blunt, 
Todd Young, Mike Rounds, Thom 
Tillis, John Cornyn, Michael B. Enzi, 
Lindsey Graham, Tim Scott, Mike 
Crapo, James E. Risch, James 
Lankford. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I 
hope all of my colleagues had a good 
and fine Thanksgiving. We all know 
that across the country we celebrated a 
Thanksgiving—all of us, every Amer-
ican—unlike any in recent memory. 
Too many loved ones spent this holiday 
alone, unable to join with loved ones 
out of concern for their safety. As pain-
ful as it is to refrain from seeing fam-
ily and friends, these are tough choices 
that we sometimes have to make, and 
we need to maintain our resolve more 
than ever. 

While the hope of a vaccine shimmers 
on the near horizon, we are living 
through the worst stretch of the pan-
demic right now. Last Friday, for the 
first time, over 200,000 new cases of 
COVID were reported in a single day. 
The United States is averaging over 1 
million new cases a week. Some 20 per-
cent of all patients now hospitalized in 
the United States have COVID–19. 

The worst and most unalterable part 
of this pandemic, of course, are the 
deaths. Since November 10, America 
has been losing more than 1,000 pre-
cious lives a day. On one day, Novem-
ber 24, we lost more than 2,000. The na-
tional death toll stands at a very sad 
270,000 American souls. Families all 
across the country are experiencing the 

unthinkable, unbearable losses of their 
loved ones. 

As a compassionate nation, we can-
not and must not ignore or become in-
ured to this terrible reality. We must 
not avert our gaze. We must acknowl-
edge the lives we are losing. We must 
honor the grief of the children, parents, 
spouses, siblings, and friends of the in-
creasing number of Americans who are 
dying from COVID–19 every single day. 
We must redouble our efforts to flatten 
the curve and protect each other by 
wearing masks, practicing social 
distancing, and complying with the 
guidance of health officials. 

As this Chamber gavels back into 
session, we must redouble our efforts 
before the end of the calendar year. As 
the pandemic increases in severity, so 
does the economic pain felt by count-
less working families and small busi-
ness owners. In a few short weeks, sev-
eral provisions of the CARES Act—in-
cluding student loan forbearance, evic-
tion moratoriums, and jobless benefits 
for millions of workers—will expire. 

So first and foremost on the Senate’s 
to-do list is COVID relief. Both sides 
should come together and negotiate a 
COVID relief bill in a bipartisan way 
that meets the needs of our businesses, 
our schools, our healthcare systems, 
our workers, and our families. 

At the start of this crisis, Democrats 
and Republicans came together in a 
flurry of negotiations—I was thickly 
involved with them with Secretary 
Mnuchin—to pass a bill that truly met 
the moment. Now we are about to 
reach a new, more difficult stage of the 
crisis. We need to renew that spirit, 
that urgency, that bipartisanship. 

Leader MCCONNELL’s view, stated 
just a few minutes ago, seems to be 
that the only things that should be in 
this bill are things Republicans ap-
prove of, even if the needs of the coun-
try—the desperate needs of the coun-
try—are beyond the small list that Re-
publicans might support. That is not 
real compromise. 

We need to come together. Both sides 
must give. We have a Democratic 
House, and in the Senate there is a 
need for Democratic votes to pass any 
bill, so we need a true bipartisan bill— 
not ‘‘this is our bill; take it or leave 
it’’—that can bring us together and 
solve the desperate needs of the Amer-
ican people, which we all very much 
want to solve. 

Mr. President, the second item on 
our to-do list is Federal appropriations, 
which expire in 2 weeks. As we speak, 
appropriators from both sides in the 
relevant committees continue their ne-
gotiations. It is my hope and expecta-
tion that we can come to an agreement 
very soon. 

Mr. President, third and finally, Con-
gress should pass the annual Defense 
bill. As our country prepares for a 
peaceful transfer of power, the con-
tinuity of our national security is 
paramount. For nearly 60 years, Con-
gress has never failed to pass the an-
nual Defense bill, but this year it 

seems the normally uncontroversial 
legislation has hit a snag. President 
Trump has threatened to veto the bill 
over a provision that would rename 
military bases and installations named 
after Confederate military leaders, 
men who would rend this country in 
half to preserve the institution of slav-
ery, men who literally fought against 
this Nation’s military in pursuit of an 
ignoble cause. 

For that—a provision to rename our 
military bases to honor actual heroes 
rather than traitors to our country— 
President Trump is threatening to veto 
a pay raise for our troops. And it seems 
that Republicans in Congress are slow- 
walking the bill in hopes of finding 
some way to appease the outgoing 
President rather than just passing the 
bill over his rather ridiculous objec-
tion. 

The provision to rename these instal-
lations was included in both the House- 
and Senate-passed versions of the bill, 
and the larger bill passed both Cham-
bers with broad bipartisan support. 
There is no reason to further delay a 
pay raise for our living military heroes 
because President Trump wants to 
honor dead Confederate traitors. 

The other provision that is at risk, 
shockingly, from our Republican col-
leagues is an amendment to assist vet-
erans who have long suffered from 
their exposure to Agent Orange in the 
Vietnam war. The amendment passed 
this Chamber with 94 votes in favor, a 
rare and near-unanimous demonstra-
tion of bipartisan support. 

The Trump administration’s own VA 
advisory panel recommended this pol-
icy to improve healthcare for these 
veterans, but for some reason, our Re-
publican counterparts are now report-
edly trying to strip it from any final 
agreement. It would be an affront to a 
group of ailing veterans, who have suf-
fered enough already, to strip a provi-
sion that would help provide them ade-
quate healthcare. 

f 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
NOMINEES 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now 
on President-Elect Biden’s nominees, 
as President-Elect Biden prepares to 
assume office on January 20, he is be-
ginning to announce a slate of quali-
fied, experienced public servants whom 
he intends to nominate to his Cabinet 
or other key administrative positions. 

This morning, the President-elect an-
nounced that he has assembled his core 
economic team, led by another Brook-
lyn native, Janet Yellen, who would be 
the first woman to ever hold the title 
of Treasury Secretary. The President- 
elect’s economic team clearly has the 
experience, the knowledge, and the 
prowess to meet the seriousness of this 
moment. More than that, they under-
stand the needs of all Americans be-
cause they represent all different kinds 
of Americans. 

They will get to work not just on re-
building our economy but striving to 
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