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The pandemic has fallen especially 

hard on children and parents. Our leg-
islation includes major funding—more 
than $80 billion—for K–12 schools to re-
open safely and get kids’ educations 
back on track. There are billions more 
for childcare providers to reopen safely 
as well, and new investments in rural 
broadband will improve both education 
and telehealth down the road. 

Then there are Americans’ personal 
finances, the impossible kitchen table 
questions that millions of working 
families have faced this year through 
no fault of their own. 

Back in March, thanks to Chairman 
RUBIO, Senator COLLINS, and Senator 
CARDIN, we created a Paycheck Protec-
tion Program. It saved small busi-
nesses and helped millions of American 
workers keep receiving paychecks 
rather than pink slips. 

It would be insanity for us to have 
saved these jobs all this time only to 
drop the ball with the end in sight, so 
this bill will send more than $280 bil-
lion to reopen the PPP for a targeted 
second round, and we made sure 
churches and faith-based organizations 
will continue to be eligible. 

Of course, millions have already been 
laid off, so months after Republicans 
tried to stop benefits from expiring in 
the first place, this package will re-
sume a temporary Federal supplement 
to unemployment insurance, and it ex-
tends other programs for the self-em-
ployed and gig workers that would 
have expired. 

Thanks to the particular leadership 
and direction of President Trump and 
Secretary Mnuchin, households will re-
ceive a second round of direct relief 
checks—$600 per adult and per child. 
This is just some of the aid that will be 
heading Americans’ way in a matter of 
hours. No sprawling leftwing wish list, 
no unconstrained bailouts for State 
and local government with no connec-
tion to COVID needs—just smart, tar-
geted, bipartisan policies, what Senate 
Republicans have been recommending 
since the summer. 

I cited a figure of $900 billion, but lis-
ten to this. The net new cost—new 
cost—is less than roughly $350 billion. 
We are recovering more than half a 
trillion dollars in unspent money that 
Congress had already set aside and 
channeling it to these urgent needs. 

Thanks to our colleague Senator 
TOOMEY, this legislation winds down 
some of the temporary emergency pow-
ers we lent the Federal Reserve to 
make sure our financial system sur-
vived last spring. 

A lot of talented leaders helped make 
this happen. Leader MCCARTHY has 
been an invaluable partner. White 
House Chief of Staff MARK MEADOWS 
has been central. Colleagues such as 
Senators COLLINS, MURKOWSKI, ROM-
NEY, CASSIDY, and PORTMAN helped 
prod the Senate toward consensus with 
their bipartisan work. And I just men-
tioned Senator TOOMEY. 

I want to give particular thanks to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, Sec-

retary Mnuchin. Before the pandemic, 
Steven was already a crucial partner 
for the Republican majorities in Con-
gress. We enacted the most consequen-
tial tax reform in a generation. We 
helped create the conditions for explo-
sive job growth, wage growth, and 
record-low unemployment. Our country 
had the strongest possible starting 
point to weather this storm. 

This year, the Secretary has been 
even more essential. He helped Con-
gress develop and pass the historic 
CARES Act in record time. It pre-
vented a complete economic collapse at 
the hands of the virus. From drafting 
CARES to implementing it, to the in-
tervening months, to this latest pack-
age, Secretary Mnuchin has been an ex-
tremely capable and patient partner. 
He helped guide our Nation through 
this dark period toward the daybreak 
that lies ahead. 

On behalf of the Senate and the coun-
try, I thank the Secretary for his 
countless hours of work and his incred-
ible effectiveness in extraordinary 
times. 

f 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 

a related matter, while this rescue 
package will dominate headlines, we 
are also set to fund the entire Federal 
Government on a bipartisan basis. 

We must not overlook the tireless 
work from Chairman SHELBY, Senator 
LEAHY, and our Appropriations Com-
mittees in both Chambers. Their hard 
work goes beyond just avoiding shut-
downs. Full-year funding bills give our 
Armed Forces the certainty to make 
plans and budgets so we can continue 
to modernize our capabilities and keep 
pace with competitors like Russia and 
China. 

This year’s bills also tackle impor-
tant domestic priorities. Everything 
from agricultural research to the fight 
against opioid abuse, to border security 
and law enforcement are provided for. 
We aren’t defunding the police or abol-
ishing ICE around here—not on our 
watch. 

Federal law enforcement from the 
U.S. Marshals to the Border Patrol will 
get the resources they need to protect 
innocent Americans and uphold the 
rule of law. 

And I want to especially thank 
Chairman SHELBY and Congresswoman 
GRANGER for beating back a number of 
far-left poison pills. These bills main-
tain pro-life guardrails on funding, se-
cure President Trump’s approach to 
title X, and respect our citizens’ Sec-
ond Amendment rights. 

The Senate is about to cast some in-
credibly impactful votes. None of us 
think any of this legislation is perfect, 
but a big bipartisan majority of us rec-
ognize the incredible amount of good it 
will do when we send it to the Presi-
dent’s desk. 

The American people have waited 
long enough. I am glad for our country 
that we are now moving ahead to-
gether. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will be in a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WINTER SOLSTICE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, before I 
say anything else, I want to say happy 
winter solstice. And 2020 is almost 
gone. It is an announcement I made to 
my family this morning, and I hope 
America shares it. We are turning a 
corner as a nation and to a new year 
and a new season, and, I hope, a much 
better day for all of us across this 
country. 

f 

CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 9 
months ago, in March, we created the 
relief known as the CARES Act, and it 
passed the Senate by a vote of 96 to 0. 
It was a measure intended to address 
the pandemic and the resultant eco-
nomic downturn in America. I have 
heard various estimates of the total 
cost, but it is somewhere in the range 
of $2 trillion to $3 trillion. It was the 
largest single investment in our Nation 
in our history. It was a massive na-
tional response to a massive national 
health crisis, and it worked, at least on 
the economic front. I believe that it 
created demand in our economy that 
otherwise would not have been there, 
and it gave some businesses a chance 
to survive. Sadly, all did not, and many 
are still suffering. But it was nec-
essary. It was done on a bipartisan 
basis. It was massive, and I believe it 
achieved its goal. 

It started us on the course of dealing 
with the COVID–19 coronavirus, and 
one has to look back and say it only 
had limited success in that regard. As 
of today, we have lost more than 317,000 
American lives, and millions have been 
infected. Our hospitals are still overrun 
with patients. But we did the right 
thing, and we quickly realized what we 
did could make a difference. 

The unemployment compensation, 
which we provided for millions of 
Americans, was not only the humane 
thing to do but, as economists would 
tell you, it was the best single thing 
you could do to fight a recession. A 
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