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and exempt from taxation under section 
501(a) of such Code, forms HUD–1 and GFE 
(as defined under section 1024.2(b) of title 12, 
Code of Federal Regulations) together with a 
disclosure substantially in the form of the 
Loan Model Form H–2 (as depicted in Appen-
dix H to part 1026 of title 12, Code of Federal 
Regulations) shall, collectively, be an appro-
priate model form for purposes of subsection 
(b) of this section.’’. 

(b) RESPA AMENDMENT.—Section 4 of the 
Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act of 
1974 (12 U.S.C. 2603) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(d) DISCLOSURE FOR CHARITABLE MORT-
GAGE LOAN TRANSACTIONS.—With respect to a 
mortgage loan transaction involving a resi-
dential mortgage loan offered at 0 percent 
interest with only bonafide and reasonable 
fees and that is primarily for charitable pur-
poses, an organization described in section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and exempt from taxation under section 
501(a) of such Code may use forms HUD–1 and 
GFE (as defined under section 1024.2(b) of 
title 12, Code of Federal Regulations) to-
gether with a disclosure substantially in the 
form of the Loan Model Form H–2 (as de-
picted in Appendix H to part 1026 of title 12, 
Code of Federal Regulations), collectively, in 
lieu of the disclosure published under sub-
section (a) of this section.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The bill (S. 371), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

RESTORING RESILIENT REEFS ACT 
OF 2019 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 2429 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
ERNST). The clerk will report the bill 
by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2429) to reauthorize the Coral 

Reef Conservation Act of 2000 and to estab-
lish the United States Coral Reef Task 
Force, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Rubio amendment at the 
desk be agreed to, and that the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2730), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to. 

(Purpose: In the nature of a sub-
stitute.) 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 2429), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JULIUS ROSENWALD AND THE 
ROSENWALD SCHOOLS ACT OF 2020 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
now ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of H.R. 3250, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3250) to require the Secretary 

of the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study of the sites associated with the life 
and legacy of the noted American philan-
thropist and business executive Julius 
Rosenwald, with a special focus on the 
Rosenwald Schools, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 3250) was passed. 
Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JIMMY CARTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK REDESIGNATION 
ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5472, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5472) to redesignate the Jimmy 

Carter National Historic Site as the ‘‘Jimmy 
Carter National Historical Park’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5472) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

DIRECT ENHANCEMENT OF SNAP-
PER CONSERVATION AND THE 
ECONOMY THROUGH NOVEL DE-
VICES ACT OF 2020 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5126 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5126) to require individuals 

fishing for Gulf reef fish to use certain de-
scending devices, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate on the bill, the bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 5126) was passed. 
Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CORNYN. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THANKING STAFF 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, so 
much of the Senate’s work happens be-
hind the scenes and out of the spot-
light. Over the past few weeks, there 
are scores of Senate staffers—probably 
more than scores; hundreds, I would 
say—who have spent many late nights 
and some sleepless ones putting this 
emergency relief and omnibus bill to-
gether, so I wanted to come back to the 
floor today and acknowledge all of the 
hard-working Senate Democratic staff. 

To create a law, there are staffs from 
committees and Senators’ offices who 
are truly experts. They make sure 
what we Senators want to achieve is 
written properly. They have years— 
some, decades—of experience in their 
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subject area. They are libraries of in-
formation of how programs work. They 
are also creative thinkers and masters 
of accomplishing what Senators might 
think is easy—turning a few lines of 
our direction into legislative text— 
under tremendous time pressure and, 
lately, during the pandemic. 

These are the names of some of the 
Senate’s unsung heroes to whom we all 
owe an amazing debt of gratitude: 

From the Committee on Appropria-
tions: Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Kieffer, Chanda 
Betourney, Hannah Chauvin, Dianne 
Nellor, Jean Toal Eisen, Erik Raven, 
Doug Clapp, Ellen Murray, Scott 
Nance, Rachael Taylor, Alex Keenan, 
Jessica Berry, Michelle Dominguez, 
Tim Rieser, and Dabney Hegg. 

From the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs: Beth Coo-
per, Megan Cheney, Homer Carlisle, 
Elisha Tuku, Corey Frayer, Jan 
Singelmann, Jeremy Hekhuis, Colin 
McGinnis, Phil Rudd, and Laura Swan-
son. 

From the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: David 
Strickland, Melissa Porter, Ronce Al-
mond, David Marten, Doug Anderson, 
Laurence Wildgoose, Kara Fischer, Mi-
chael Davisson, John Branscome, 
Shawn Bone, Alicia Brown, Mary Guen-
ther, Jared Bomberg, Narda Jones, 
John Beezer, Sara Gonzalez-Rothi, 
Nikky Teutschel, and Chris Day. 

From the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs: 
Lena Chang, Annika Christensen, 
Alexa Noruk, Yelena Tsilker, and 
David Weinberg. 

From the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: Evan 
Schatz, John Righter, Nick Bath, Andi 
Fristedt, Kara Marchione, Amanda 
Beaumont, Nikki McKinney, Joe 
Shantz, Kendra Isaacson, Colin Gold-
finch, Manuel Contreras, Bryce 
McKibben, Mary Barry, Garrett 
Devenney, Leila Schochet, and Katlin 
Backfield. 

From the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence: Brett Freedman, Jon 
Rosenwasser, and Mike Casey. 

From the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations: Andrew Keller, Ruchi Gill, 
Heather Flynn, Sarah Arkin, and 
Shelby Boxenbaum. 

From the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry: Joe Shultz, 
Jacqlyn Schneider, Mary Beth Schultz, 
Susan Keith, Kyle Varner, Katie 
Naessens, Claire Borzner, Sean Bab-
ington, and Adam Tarr. 

From the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources: Renae Black, Sam 
Fowler, Brie Van Cleve, Rory Stanley, 
Luke Bassett, Elliot Howard, Zahava 
Urecki, Nicole Buell, Armando Avila, 
Adam Berry, Bryan Petit, Melanie 
Thornton, and Rod Beresford. 

From the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works: John Kane, 
Annie D’Amato, Mark Mendenhall, An-
drew Rogers, Mary Frances Repko, 
Laura Gillam, Michal Freedhoff, and 
Lucy Xiao. 

From the Committee on Finance: 
Bobby Andres, Chris Arneson, Adam 

Carasso, Drew Crouch, Elizabeth 
Dervan, Anne Dwyer, Mike Evans, Jon-
athan Goldman, Taylor Harvey, Eliza-
beth Jurinka, Rachael Kauss, Tom 
Klouda, Sally Laing, Virginia Lenahan, 
Kristen Lunde, Greta Peisch, Sarah 
Schaefer, Ashley Schapitl, Joshua 
Sheinkman, Tiffany Smith, Kelly 
Szafara, Beth Vrabel, Jayme White, 
Arielle Woronoff, and Marisa Morin. 

From the Special Committee on 
Aging: Stacy Sanders, Michael Gamel- 
McCormick, Samantha Koehler, 
Rashage Green, Keith Miller, and Josh 
Kramer. 

From the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs: Kim Moxley, Josh Mahan, An-
thony Sedillo, and Jennifer Romero. 

I am sure this is very hard on our ste-
nographers, but thank you very much. 

From the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship: Sean 
Moore, Ron Storhaug, Kevin Wheeler, 
Jacob Press, and Therese Meers. 

From the Committee on Rules and 
Administration: Dusty Brandenburg 
and Lindsey Kerr. 

So to all of those great people and 
many more—and I apologize if there 
are some we have left out—thank you, 
thank you, thank you, to everyone on 
the committees. 

I also want, for a moment, to thank 
my staff. Everyone believes they have 
the best staff on the Hill. I am cer-
tainly no exception. I would never ever, 
ever be able to do what I do without 
them. I know over the past several 
days many of them have tested the 
limits of exhaustion, hardly sleeping at 
all, but I want them to know that all 
their energy, ingenuity, and brilliance 
will have made the lives of their fellow 
citizens better in New York and across 
the country. 

I have told them that they can look 
back at any age and know they have 
kept businesses going, kept people em-
ployed, kept people fed, kept people 
from getting sick, and even kept people 
from dying, kept people alive. That is 
the great work my staff and the other 
staffs have done. 

So to my staff, whom I am so deeply, 
deeply grateful to, thank you, thank 
you. Thank you to my chief, Mike 
Lynch; my deputy chief, Erin Sager 
Vaughn; my policy director, Gerry 
Petrella, and my legislative director 
and his wife, Meghan Taira; my State 
director, Martin Brennan; deputy State 
director, Steve Mann; Steve Barton; 
Mike Ianelli; and all the regional direc-
tors from across the State. 

The executive team in my office is a 
tremendous asset to me and to the 
Democratic caucus: Michelle Mittler, 
Megan Murphy Vlasto, Emily Sweda, 
Raisa Shah, and Sophia Coutavas. 

The press team supports both me and 
the entire Democratic caucus day in 
and day out: Justin Goodman, Alex 
Nguyen, Monica Lee, Ken Meyer, An-
gelo Roefaro, Allison Biasotti, Paige 
Tepke, Alice Nam, and everyone at the 
Senate Democratic Media Center. 

Jasmine Harris, Oriana Pina, and 
Dan Yoken and his amazing team of re-

searchers: Andrew Ogden, Leela Najafi, 
and Hanna Talley. 

The whole team is supported by the 
great budding talent of our press as-
sistants: Alexandra Robinson, Alexa 
Sledge, and Cyre Velez. 

Cietta Kiandoli, Sol Ortega, and 
Julietta Lopez do fantastic engage-
ment with many groups of people af-
fected by the legislation we pass. 

Josh Molofsky and Tony Rivera are 
my speechwriters and every day bring 
poetry and organization to my 
thoughts. 

A special, special thanks to the Schu-
mer ‘‘Legislative Team.’’ These staff-
ers are so incredibly hard-working and 
are always striving to find the best so-
lution for our country and New York: 
Anna Taylor and Marisa Hawley; Jon 
Cardinal, Leeann Sinpatanasakul, and 
Rob Hickman; Mike Kuiken, Reza 
Zomorrodian, and Yazeed Abdelhaq; 
Matt Fuentes, Dili Sundaramoorthy, 
and Juan Negrete; Christina Hender-
son, who just won for city council in 
Washington, DC, and is leaving us; 
Ramon Carranza; Catalina Tam; Lane 
Bodian and Rodney Kazibwe; Veronica 
Watters; Zack Rosenblum, Ryan Eagan 
and Jasmin Aleman; Adrian Deveny, 
Tim Ryder; Sean Byrne, Annie Daly 
and Vandan Patel; Reggie Babin, Lucy 
Panza, Mark Patterson, Didier Barjon; 
Helena Contes; Charlie Ellsworth, Kai 
Vogel; Jim Secreto, Patricio Gonzalez, 
and Josh Gutmaker. 

And, of course, I have to thank the 
brilliant floor staff led by Gary 
Myrick. What a blessing. 

A special thank-you from me and the 
caucus and the entire staff to Tricia 
Engle, Dan Tinsley, Brad Watt, Steph-
anie Paone, Liza Patterson, Nate 
Oursler, and Rachel Jackson. 

Thank you and also farewell to 
Reema Dodin, Senator DURBIN’s tre-
mendous floor staffer who for years has 
looked after the caucus and the floor. 
She is heading to the White House to 
help the President-elect, and we 
couldn’t be happier and prouder to 
have a Senate denizen at the other end 
of Pennsylvania Avenue. 

There are so many more incredible 
staffers who deserve recognition and 
thanks for making this institution 
come to life. My entire staff helped 
with the efforts this year, and as I con-
clude today, they are still helping. I 
would like to include all of their names 
in the RECORD. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to have printed in the RECORD 
the following names: 

There being no objection; the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Yazeed Abdelhaq; Kathleen Achibair; 
Jasmin Aleman; Garrett Armwood; Reggie 
Babin; Robert Banez; Didier Barjon; Steve 
Barton; Sharon Battle; Jackie Benavides; Al-
lison Biasotti; Tinae Bluitt; Lane Bodian; 
Quinn Bowman; Martin Brennan; Caroline 
Burns; Sean Byrne; Jon Cardinal; Ramon 
Carranza; Joyce.Chang Prepis. 

Kristen Charlery; Emily Cole; Helena 
Contes; Andrew Cook; Dave Cooke; Sophie 
Coutavas; Annie Daly; Tushar Dayal; Adrian 
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Deveny; Jeff Dickson; Lindsay Dirienzo; 
Ryan Eagan; Charlie Ellsworth; Marissa 
Emanuel; Tricia Engle; Kelly Fado; Sam 
Flood; Matt Fuentes; Joel Geertsma; Megan 
Glander; Patricio Gonzalez; Justin Goodman; 
Hayley Gray-Hoehn; Joshua Gutmaker. 

Gunnar Haberl; Jasmine Harris; Marisa 
Hawley; Christina Henderson; Rob Hickman; 
Jon Housley; Amber Huus; Mike Iannelli; 
Steven Heka; Rachel Jackson; Jessica Ja-
maica; Rodney Kazibwe; Cietta Kiandoli; 
Mike Kuiken; Monica Lee; Julietta Lopez; 
Mike Lynch; Grace Magaletta; Steve Mann; 
Amy Mannering; Anneliese Marcojohn; Jor-
dan Marshall; Ryan Martin; Hemen Mehta. 

Ken Meyer; Michelle Mittler; Josh 
Molofsky; Catey Moore; Michelle Moreno- 
Silva; Rachel Morgan; Megan Murphy 
Vlasto; Gary Myrick; Leela Najafi; Alice 
Nam; Juan Negrete; Joe Nehme; Alex 
Nguyen; Jordan Nicholson; Diana Nunez; An-
drew Odgren; Lorenzo Olvera; Suzan Orlove; 
Sol Ortega; Rebecca Osmolski; Nate Oursler; 
Lucy Panza; Stephanie Paone. 

Vandan Patel; Liza Patterson; Mark Pat-
terson; Gerry Petrella; Oriana Pina; William 
Reese; Tony Rivera; Alexandra Robinson; 
Scott Rodman; Angelo Roefaro; Zack 
Rosenblum; Tim Ryder; Jim Secreto; Nelson 
Seijas; Raisa Shah; Tyson Sharbaugh; 
Leeann Sinpatanasakul; Amanda Skapnit; 
Alexa Sledge; Hannah Smith; Bre Sonnier- 
Thompson; Amanda Spellicy; Dili 
Sundararnoorthy. 

Emily Sweda; Hanna Talley; Meghan 
Taira; Catalina Tarn; Anna Taylor; Taylor 
Terri; Paige Tepke; Kirnarah Timothy; Dan 
Tinsley; Erin Sager Vaughn; Cyre Velez; Ni-
cole Vorgona; Kai Vogel; Karine Vorperian- 
Grillo; Brad Watt; Veronica Watters; Emma 
Weir; Dan Yoken; Maxwell Young; Nora 
Younkin; Chris Zeltrnann; Reza 
Zommorrodian. 

Mr. SCHUMER. It is a lot of names. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO MIKE ANDERSON 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 
would like to recognize a critical mem-
ber of my staff, Mike Anderson—he is 
known as ‘‘Big Mike’’—who left my of-
fice in August to pursue a legal career 
in his hometown of Anchorage, AK— 
something he has aspired to do since a 
young age. 

Mike was my communications direc-
tor, but it was much more of an appro-
priate title for Mike because he di-
rected so many things in my office, so 
much of our communication both in-
ternally and externally. You would 
often find Mike going from staff mem-
ber to staff member, asking them ques-
tions, relaying information from one 
team to the next. 

In our office, if you had a question 
about what anybody was up to, what 
anybody was doing in Alaska, here in 
our DC office, in our Alaskan offices, 
you would ask Mike. That is a special 
quality. He is an incredibly hard work-
er, incredibly gifted young man, and we 
are going to miss that talent in Mike 
very much. 

Mike is no stranger to Alaska polit-
ical offices. Fresh out of college at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, he 
took a job with Congressman YOUNG 
and then worked for Senator MUR-
KOWSKI. 

In 2014, he was looking for a little 
more adventure on the calm side. I was 
looking for someone to help with my 
communications on my campaign. It 
was my first run for office. I was run-
ning against an incumbent with big 
name recognition in our State. Mike 
came on board and took a chance on 
me. It is something I will never for-
get—loyal, great worker. 

He had been taking a lot of classes at 
night at Catholic University of Amer-
ica for the past few years, working in 
my office, and balancing it all. He was 
on the clock around the clock and did 
it with grace, humor, hard work, and 
excellence. 

As I mentioned, he was our office 
communicator, but he was also the of-
fice friend, the person you would go to 
for advice on things big and small, the 
person you would call on for an assist 
if you needed to move. It helped that 
he lived up to his name—6 feet, 8 
inches. He is a big guy. Mike always 
showed up, working together—as we 
called in our office one team, one fight. 
We got big things done for our State. 

Speaking of one team, one fight, my 
office has a pretty good hoops team. 
Mike, as you can imagine—UAF var-
sity basketball player back in Alaska— 
was the critical member of that team. 
We have won a lot of games, particu-
larly against the Cruz Texans. In fact, 
Senator CRUZ once gave Mike the nick-
name ‘‘Denali’’ for his size and how he 
dominates the middle of the key on the 
hoops court. 

Mike is going to make a great lawyer 
in Alaska. As a State, we have so much 
potential—the biggest fisheries in the 
country, the largest energy fields, huge 
military complexes, and fascinating, 
important Alaskan Native legal issues. 
More than anything, Alaska needs good 
leaders with integrity, brilliant law-
yers, hard-working people like Mike 
who love their State and give it all 
back to their State, and that is what 
he is going to do. 

We haven’t seen the last of Mike. He 
has always been part of our team, and 
I am sure that is what he will do, work-
ing continually in the great State of 
Alaska to make sure our State thrives. 

Mike, great job. Good luck to you. 
You are going to be missed. Best wish-
es on a bright future ahead. 

f 

CHINA 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, 
despite what you might be reading in 
the press, there are a lot of recent, im-
portant, bipartisan achievements hap-
pening right here in the Senate. We are 
going to vote soon on another major 
COVID relief bill, which is really im-
portant. That will be our fourth major 
COVID relief bill this year—much 
needed, of course, for the health of 
Americans and for our economy. I 
think that when the history of this 
very challenging year is written, that 
is what is going to be remembered— 
four major, bipartisan, important 
pieces of legislation, not the rancor in 

the Senate, which has been part of our 
history, part of the Republic since the 
founding of the Republic. 

A number of other major bipartisan 
accomplishments have also occurred 
just in the past few months—the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, 
which passed with over 80 Senators; the 
Great American Outdoors Act, prob-
ably the biggest conservation act in 
over 50 years; and the Save Our Seas 
2.0, a bill I was proud to author, the 
most comprehensive ocean cleanup leg-
islation ever to come out of the Con-
gress. This is just to name a few. 

Let me name another important bi-
partisan accomplishment that is start-
ing to occur in the Congress, and that 
is dealing with China, the important 
issue of China and China policy. I know 
people might be saying: Wait, are you 
crazy? China? There is bipartisan 
agreement on what is happening with 
regard to this relationship, the United 
States and China? 

The answer is, yes, we have made sig-
nificant progress on this issue, too, and 
it is important. I want to explain that 
a little bit because I think it is a topic 
that we need to be focusing on more 
and more in the U.S. Senate. 

Like the Presiding Officer, I am hon-
ored to be completing my first term as 
a U.S. Senator and honored, like the 
Presiding Officer, to have been re-
elected to continue my service. 

Six years ago when I started my time 
here in the U.S. Senate, I started a se-
ries of speeches that focused on the 
U.S.-China relationship and the impor-
tance of it. We all have been focused 
post-9/11 certainly on al-Qaida, ISIS, 
the big issue of violent extremist orga-
nizations, which has been the appro-
priate focus. But as I started my career 
here 6 years ago, I started to give a se-
ries of speeches where I said the big-
gest challenge that we face long term 
from a geostrategic standpoint for the 
United States for decades to come is 
going to be our relationship with the 
rising power of China. 

What I was saying 4 years ago, 5 
years ago in this body is that nobody is 
talking about it. It is really important, 
and we are not focused on it. You can’t 
say that anymore. Now everybody is 
talking about China. There has been an 
American awakening about China. And 
that is good. That is important. That is 
progress. And it has been bipartisan. 

I want to thank President Trump and 
his team because I think they deserve 
a lot of the credit. 

They laid out their national security 
strategy, their national defense strat-
egy. These are very well-written strat-
egies that, in essence, said that in the 
United States of America, post 9/11, it 
was appropriate to focus on al-Qaida, 
ISIS, violent extremist organizations, 
getting weapons of mass destruction. 
That was clearly the main focus of our 
national security. 

But what their strategies have been 
saying is that, yes, we need to continue 
to focus on that, but now we need to 
prioritize the great power competition 
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