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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 31, 2020, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the Honorable DEB
FISCHER, a Senator from the State of
Nebraska.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Prince of Peace, give us today Your
pardon and peace. Pardon the sins of
our lips, the untrue and unkind words
we have spoken. Pardon the sins of our
minds, the ignoring of truth and the re-
fusal to face the facts. Pardon the sins
of our hearts, the pride that makes us
esteem ourselves as better than others
and unwilling to forgive.

Lord, place Your peace within us,
that we may no longer be torn by the
cares of this life. As the Members of
this body receive Your peace, help
them to live in unity with each other.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

Senate

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2020

The assistant legislative clerk read

the following letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 29, 2020.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable DEB FISCHER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nebraska, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. FISCHER thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

WILLIAM M. (MAC) THORNBERRY
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2021—VETO

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the veto
message on H.R. 6395 received from the
House be considered as having been
read, spread in full upon the Journal,
and be printed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The veto message was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD as follows:

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning, without my approval,
H.R. 6395, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (the
““Act”). My Administration recognizes
the importance of the Act to our na-
tional security. Unfortunately, the Act
fails to include critical national secu-
rity measures, includes provisions that
fail to respect our veterans and our
military’s history, and contradicts ef-
forts by my Administration to put
America first in our national security
and foreign policy actions. It is a
“gift”” to China and Russia.

No one has worked harder, or ap-
proved more money for the military,
than I have—over $2 trillion. During
my 4 years, with the support of many
others, we have almost entirely rebuilt
the United States military, which was
totally depleted when I took office.
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