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households earning well into six figures 
who did not lose any jobs or income 
last year. 

The House Democrats’ bill is just 
simply not the right approach. That is 
what editorial pages across the polit-
ical spectrum say. That is what even 
liberal economists say. And that is 
what common sense tells us. 

Here is what the Senate is focused 
on: completing the annual Defense leg-
islation that looks after our brave men 
and women who volunteer to wear the 
uniform. We passed this legislation 59 
years in a row and, one way or another, 
we are going to complete the 60th an-
nual NDAA and pass it into law before 
this Congress concludes on Sunday. 

It is a serious responsibility, but it is 
also a tremendous opportunity to di-
rect our national security priorities to 
reflect the resolve of the American 
people and the evolving threats to 
their safety at home and abroad. It is 
our chance to recommit to research 
and development so that our 21st cen-
tury military is equipped to outmatch 
any adversary. It is our chance to en-
sure that we keep pace with competi-
tors like Russia and China. It is our 
chance to remind brave servicemem-
bers and their families that we have 
their backs with facilities, resources, 
and support benefiting the finest fight-
ing forces in the world. 

Over the past year, our colleagues on 
the Armed Services Committee have 
made sure the legislation delivers for 
our troops and for our Nation. Now it is 
time for us to deliver this bill. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 9051 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well, I 
can’t remember the last time the Sen-
ate convened on New Year’s Day. I 
want to take this opportunity to wish 
all of my colleagues a happy new year. 
I want to thank the staff for having to 
come into work on New Year’s Day, 
and I want to bid good riddance to 2020. 

There can be no question that last 
year was a horrible year—as they have 
said in Britain, an ‘‘annus horribilis.’’ 
But as we begin the first year of this 
new decade, preparing to inaugurate a 
new President and inoculate the coun-
try against this virus, the American 
people have reason to hope. 

The Senate can start off this new 
year by adding to that sense of hope by 
sending $2,000 checks to struggling 
American families. The Senate can 
start off 2021 by really helping the 
American people. We can start off 2021 
by sending $2,000 checks to struggling 
American families to carry them 
through the darkest and final days of 
this pandemic. 

The votes today, on this uncommon 
New Year’s Day session, could be the 

last of the 116th Congress. That means 
that today is the last chance to take 
up and pass the House bill to provide 
$2,000 checks to the American people. If 
the Senate does not take action today, 
$2,000 checks will not become law be-
fore the end of Congress, and they will 
know that Leader MCCONNELL and the 
Republican majority have prevented 
them from getting the checks, plain 
and simple. 

This is the last chance—the last 
chance for a mother in Nashville, $4,000 
behind on the rent, whose water was 
shut off earlier this month. This is the 
last chance—the last chance for the 
medical receptionist in Macomb, $2,100 
behind on the rent, whose electricity 
was shut off in September, on her son’s 
third day of virtual kindergarten. The 
kid can’t go to school. This is the last 
chance for 12 million Americans who 
have fallen nearly $6,000 behind on rent 
and utility or the 26 million Americans 
who have had trouble putting food on 
the table—the last chance. 

Make no mistake about it, $600 has 
never been enough for them. This is the 
last chance to deliver $2,000 before a 
new Congress is sworn in and the legis-
lative process must start all over 
again. 

For once, we have progressive Demo-
crats, conservative Republicans, the 
President himself, and not to mention 
the majority—the vast majority—of 
the American people singing from the 
same songbook in support of these 
checks. We have a bill that has already 
passed the House. 

All we are asking for is a simple vote 
in the Senate. I, for one, am confident 
it would pass if given the chance, and 
that may be the real reason that Lead-
er MCCONNELL and the Republicans 
don’t want to bring it up. We have had 
many opportunities this week to vote 
on the measure. Senator MCCONNELL 
has blocked every one of them. 

We have offered to vote on whatever 
unrelated issues the Republican leader 
says he wants to vote on, so long as we 
can get a clean vote on the House bill 
to provide $2,000 checks—the only way 
to actually make it happen in this 
year, in this session of Congress. That 
offer still stands. That offer still 
stands. But give us a vote. Give us a 
vote on the House bill. 

It is OK if the Republican leader op-
poses checks. It is OK if the majority 
of Republican Senators oppose the 
checks. They can make their case to 
the American people and oppose the 
bill, but let us vote. It is OK if the Re-
publican leader wants to call direct as-
sistance to American people ‘‘poorly 
targeted’’ and ‘‘socialism for the rich,’’ 
even after he drove the passage of a $2 
trillion across-the-board reduction in 
corporate taxes. But give us a vote. 
Make the argument. Let the Senate 
work its will. 

To me, it seems like the Republican 
leader is afraid to schedule a vote on 
$2,000 checks because he is afraid it will 
pass. What a terrifying thought that 
struggling Americans would get some 

money to feed their families, pay the 
rent, and get on with their lives; pay 
the utility bill of that kindergarten kid 
or third grade kid who can’t even go to 
school because his family can’t afford 
electricity. 

We have a chance—a chance at the 
end of this painful year and at the be-
ginning of a new one—to give Ameri-
cans reason for hope in 2021. The only 
thing standing in the way right now is 
Leader MCCONNELL and the Republican 
Senate majority. 

In a moment, I will ask consent for 
the final time that the Senate set a 
time for a vote on the House bill to 
provide $2,000 checks. I have done it 
every day this week. This is it, the last 
chance for the 116th Congress to pass 
$2,000 checks and to say to regular 
Americans: ‘‘Help is on the way.’’ 

Let’s have a vote. Let’s have a vote. 
Pass this bill. There is no better way to 
usher in the new year. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
645, H.R. 9051, a bill to increase recov-
ery rebate amounts to $2,000 per indi-
viduals; that the bill be read a third 
time and the Senate vote on passage; 
and if passed, that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The assistant majority leader. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object—and let me say, 
through the Chair, thank you to the 
Senator from New York and the Sen-
ator from Vermont, the Senator from 
Illinois, and others here for the oppor-
tunity to spend New Year’s with them. 
I know that has always been something 
that has been on my bucket list— 
maybe not on top of the bucket list. 
But, nevertheless, thank you for that 
opportunity. It does feel like a long 
time ago, but it was, actually, only—if 
you can believe this—the beginning of 
last week when both sides of the aisle 
and both sides of the Capitol came to-
gether to pass a targeted, responsible, 
and necessary relief package, which be-
came law with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support. It passed here in the 
Senate 92 to 6. Members on both sides 
of the aisle, myself included, have dem-
onstrated that we are willing to dedi-
cate resources to those who are strug-
gling during this pandemic. 

The problem with what is being put 
forward—the House-passed CASH Act— 
is that it is not targeted to help those 
who are the most in need. I will just 
point out that it is not just our saying 
that; even the Washington Post edi-
torial board called it ‘‘one last bad 
idea’’ for 2020. It singled out as ‘‘espe-
cially wrongheaded’’ the efforts of the 
progressive left to depict this ‘‘as aid 
to ‘desperate’ Americans despite the 
huge amounts’’—this is the Wash-
ington Post’s term—‘‘destined for per-
fectly comfortable families.’’ 
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