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having been read and spread upon the 
Journal in full and that the message be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The veto message is ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD as follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I am returning, without my approval, 

S. 906, the Driftnet Modernization and 
Bycatch Reduction Act. America’s fish-
ermen have made great sacrifices to 
ensure that our Nation’s marine fish-
eries are a sustainable economic engine 
for coastal communities. Under my Ad-
ministration, the number of United 
States fish stocks subject to over-
fishing is at a historic low. This 
achievement is the result of a trans-
parent and collaborative regulatory 
process that is supported by regional 
fishery management councils. At coun-
cil meetings, fishermen work with Fed-
eral Government and State govern-
ment representatives to meet their 
statutory obligations under the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act. 

In passing S. 906, the Congress has ig-
nored the fact that the regional fishery 
management process has had strong, 
bipartisan support since its creation. 
By forcing the West Coast drift gillnet 
fishery to use alternative gear that has 
not been proven to be an economically 
viable substitute for gillnets, the Con-
gress is effectively terminating the 
fishery. As a result, an estimated 30 
fishing vessels, all of which are oper-
ated by family-owned small businesses, 
will no longer be able to bring their 
bounty to shore. At a time when our 
Nation has a seafood trade deficit of 
nearly $17 billion, S. 906 will exacerbate 
this imbalance. 

Further, S. 906 will not achieve its 
purported conservation benefits. The 
West Coast drift gillnet fishery is sub-
ject to robust legal and regulatory re-
quirements for environmental protec-
tion that equal or exceed the environ-
mental protections that apply to for-
eign fisheries. Without this fishery, 
Americans will import more swordfish 
and other species from foreign sources 
that frequently have more bycatch 
than our own fisheries. If the Congress 
wants to address bycatch, it should in-
sist on a level playing field for im-
ported seafood instead of crushing 
American fishing families. 

My Administration has done more for 
American fishermen than any Presi-
dent before me. On May 7, 2020, I signed 
an Executive Order on Promoting 
American Seafood Competitiveness and 
Economic Growth to bolster our do-
mestic seafood industry while curbing 
illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing abroad. On June 5, 2020, I issued 
a Proclamation on Modifying the 
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Ma-
rine National Monument to open it to 
commercial fishing that is conducted 
in accordance with the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Act and other applicable laws, 
regulations, and requirements. And as 
fishermen struggled to stay on the 
water during the pandemic, I issued a 
Memorandum on Protecting the United 

States Lobster Industry and later made 
approximately $530 million available, 
through the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Seafood Trade Relief Pro-
gram, to support the United States sea-
food industry and fishermen affected 
by retaliatory tariffs from foreign gov-
ernments. 

My Administration would support 
provisions of the enrolled bill, if passed 
separately, which would authorize fee 
collection in a different fishery—the 
Pacific Halibut fishery. This authority 
is needed to implement a provision of 
the International Pacific Halibut Com-
mission Convention, to which the 
United States is a party. However, for 
the sake of American fishermen na-
tionwide, I will not let the Congress 
circumvent the fisheries management 
process by effectively terminating a 
fishery without appropriate consulta-
tion and input from fishery manage-
ment councils. If this occurred, it 
would increase our reliance on im-
ported seafood and take away the live-
lihoods of hard-working Americans and 
their family businesses. It is my duty 
to return S. 906 to the Senate without 
my approval. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 1, 2021. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, the time 
has come to declare victory and come 
home from the war in Afghanistan—the 
longest war in the history of our coun-
try. 

Over 4,000 Americans have died fight-
ing in Afghanistan, and over 20,000 
have been wounded. It is time to bring 
our soldiers home. 

After the 9/11 attacks, I supported 
going into Afghanistan. We were abso-
lutely justified in rooting out the 
Taliban who harbored al-Qaida. 

Had I been in Congress at that time, 
I would have voted in favor of going 
into Afghanistan. 

But the people who attacked us on 9/ 
11 have all been killed or captured. 
They are long gone. But we are still 
there. 

Most of the people fighting us in Af-
ghanistan today are the successors or 
children or the children of their chil-
dren. 

The cycle shows no sign of ending. 
The war shows no sign of ending. It is 
not sustainable to keep fighting in Af-
ghanistan generation after generation. 

Here is some perspective: We have 
been fighting in Afghanistan for so 
long that when the 9/11 attacks hap-
pened, our youngest soldiers fighting 

there today weren’t even born yet. 
American fathers who fought in Af-
ghanistan are now watching as their 
sons fight in Afghanistan. 

We have spent about $1 trillion to es-
tablish an Afghan government—a gov-
ernment that is rife with corruption 
and dysfunction. It is a government 
that cannot perform much of any gov-
ernment function on its own. So we 
spend more to do for them what they 
still cannot do for themselves. 

A trillion dollars and we have hardly 
progressed from where we started. 

Yet instead of outrage—which is how 
most Americans feel—the reaction 
from Congress is, gosh, maybe let’s 
spend a trillion more. 

After World War II, much of Europe 
was reduced to rubble. It was utterly 
destroyed. So we rebuilt Europe 
through the Marshall Plan. 

We have now spent many times more 
to rebuild Afghanistan than we did 
under the Marshall Plan. What has 
that money gotten us? 

We have built infrastructure in Af-
ghanistan and then watched it deterio-
rate and watched the Afghans be un-
able to even maintain the infrastruc-
ture we built for them, and then they 
ask us for more money to maintain the 
structure. So we rebuild the infrastruc-
ture we just built for them. 

Meanwhile, our roads and our bridges 
here at home crumble as we spend mil-
lions upon millions to rebuild the in-
frastructure in Afghanistan. 

I want to walk through some exam-
ples of how our money has been used in 
Afghanistan. 

Several years ago, we reportedly 
hired a local security consultant to 
help secure road construction projects, 
at a cost of $1 million per year. But ac-
cording to the report by the Special In-
spector General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction, American officials came to 
suspect that the money was being fun-
neled to insurgents to stage attacks on 
our infrastructure, which could be used 
to justify the security contract. 

So our money was going to a guy who 
was apparently paying insurgents to 
stage attacks against him so he could 
justify his security contract. It is 
crazy. 

We spent $43 million on a natural 
gas, gas station. Guess how many vehi-
cles in Afghanistan run on natural gas. 
Zero. You can’t even find the gas sta-
tion. My staff actually went there to 
see how the money had been spent, and 
they were told they couldn’t go there 
because it was too unsafe. Now the re-
port is that the gas station has been 
abandoned—and with it $43 million 
flushed away. 

We spent nearly $80 million on a lux-
ury hotel. Why is the American tax-
payer building luxury hotels in Kabul? 
Guess what. It was abandoned halfway 
through. It is a skeleton. The Taliban 
are now said to climb up into the struc-
ture and shoot down at our Embassy. 

We spent about $400 million on equip-
ment and other things to create an Af-
ghan Army Corps of Engineers. Except 
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