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Lieutenant General Rocco received his Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Business Administration from St. Johns University in 

New York and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in May 

1983.  After graduating from The Basic School in February 1984, 

he was meritoriously augmented and he reported to Naval 

Aviation Training Command, Pensacola, Florida, for flight 

training.  Upon designation as a Naval Aviator in February 1986, 

Lieutenant General Rocco was assigned to HMLA-367 as an AH-

1J pilot where he served in the Logistics Department. 

 

He deployed to Okinawa, Japan, and was promoted to Captain in 

May 1988.  He subsequently served in a variety of billets to 

include Training Officer, Flight Officer, NATOPS Officer, and Weapons and Tactics Instructor 

for Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 367 (HMLA). 

 

In August 1990, HMLA-367 deployed to Saudi Arabia in support of Operation Desert 

Shield/Desert Storm.  Lieutenant General Rocco was assigned as a Flight Leader and led over 40 

combat missions.  Upon his return in March 1991, he was assigned as the Director of Safety and 

Standardization for HMLA-367. 

 

In August 1992, Lieutenant General Rocco reported to Amphibious Warfare School (AWS) in 

Quantico, Virginia.  While at AWS, he received the Marine Corps Aviation Association 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert J. Johnson Award, given to the outstanding aviation student.  Upon 

graduation from AWS in May 1993, Lieutenant General Rocco reported to Fleet Marine Forces 

Europe for further assignment to the Royal Marine Exchange Program in Yeovilton, England.  

He deployed twice to Bardufoss, Norway, and made numerous deployments throughout Europe 

with the Royal Marines.  Upon completion of the exchange tour, he was selected to attend the 

Naval Command and Staff Course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, where he 

received a Master of Arts Degree in National Policy and Strategic Studies. 

 

Graduating from the Naval War College in May 1996, Lieutenant General Rocco received orders 

to 3d Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW) and was assigned to HMLA-369.  In February 1997, 

Lieutenant General Rocco was assigned as the Operations Officer of Marine Medium Helicopter 

Squadron 164 (HMM) (Reinforced) and sailed with the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU 



(SOC)) in August 1997. 

 

Once back from deployment, Lieutenant General Rocco assumed the post of Executive Officer 

of HMLA-369.  In February 1999, he assumed the post of Executive Officer of Marine 

Helicopter Training Squadron 303 (HMT).  Later that same year, he was assigned to 

Headquarters 3d MAW, where he served as Staff Secretary for the Commanding General of 3d 

MAW.  In June 2000, Lieutenant General Rocco was assigned as the Executive Officer of 

Marine Aircraft Group 39 (MAG).  In March 2001, Lieutenant General Rocco assumed 

Command of HMLA-369 and after a successful deployment to Okinawa in support of the Unit 

Deployment Program, he relinquished command of the Gunfighters in January 2003. 

 

In February 2003, he deployed with MAG-39 Headquarters in support of Operation Iraqi 

Freedom (OIF).  Upon returning from OIF, he attended the Industrial College of the Armed 

Forces in Washington, D.C., and received a Master of Science Degree in National Resource 

Strategy.  In June 2004, he was assigned to the Office of the Secretary of Defense for Personnel 

and Readiness.  In January 2007, he was transferred back to 3d MAW for refresher training and 

served as the Commanding Officer, MAG-39 from June 2007 to June 2009. 

 

In August 2009, he was promoted to Brigadier General and served as the Deputy Director, J-3, 

U.S. European Command, Patch Barracks, Stuttgart, Germany, until July 2011.  Lieutenant 

General Rocco then served as the Director, Strategies and Plans Division, Plans, Policies, and 

Operations Directorate (PP&O), Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps in Washington, D.C. from 

July 2011 until June 2014.  In June 2014, Lieutenant General Rocco assumed command of the 3d 

Marine Aircraft Wing, and remained in command until July 2016.  From August to December 

2016, he served as the Director, Manpower Plans and Policy Division, and from January to 

August of 2017, he served as the Director, Manpower Management Division, Headquarters, U.S. 

Marine Corps.  In August of 2017, Lieutenant General Rocco was promoted to his current rank 

and assumed the duties of his current position as the Deputy Commandant for Manpower and 

Reserve Affairs. 

 

His personal decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal with Gold Star, Legion of 

Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross with "V", Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal with "V", 

Air Medal with numeral 2, Navy Commendation Medal, and Navy Achievement Medal with 

Gold Star. 

 

He is married to Susan Rocco and they have three children, Michael, Matthew, and Mara. 


