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Calendar No. 454

117TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION S’ 2

To direct the Administrator of the United States Agency for International
Development to submit to Congress a report on the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on global basic education programs.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Marcit 2 (legislative day, MARrcIt 1), 2021
Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. BoozmaN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
Casey, Mr. VAN HoLLEN, and Ms. COLLINS) introduced the following
bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations

JuLy 21, 2022
Reported by Mr. MENENDEZ, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To direct the Administrator of the United States Agency
for International Development to submit to Congress a
report on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
olobal basic education programs.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,



1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2) Stuadents already at a disadvantage before
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ctoeeononte conseqatenees of the pandente: As a for-
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other youth; and school elosures and a laek of aecess

etiates to approximately $16;000,000;000,000 in

It is the poliey of the United States that United

ttes; and previously eut of school ehildren;
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B)
duae to the COVID—9 pandemie and work to enroll
SEC. 4. REPOR'T.
Empowerment; shall submit to the approprinte eongres-
stotrd cotmittees a report on the Hnpaet of the COVID—
ettred wnder subseetton {a) shall ielude; at o miniams
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3} A overview of Ageney programs beihg enr-
ried out to eontinte learnine dupihe the COVID—19
aeccelerated  Hearninor reenvollnent eampaions dor

*S 552 RS



7

4 efforts:

5 Fir Opportinities fo partier o stpport of-
10 eommanites:

12 subseetion ) shall be made avathable to the pubhe

13 & APPROPREFE  CoNaRESSONYE  COoMRHPREES
14 Prrtrb—tn this seetiors the term “approprhrte con-
15 epesstott cotttees™ teats—

16 1 the Committee on Foreten Relations and
17 the Comrittee on pproprhttots of the Setmter ahd
18 23 the Committee on Foreton AMinirs and the
20 resentatives:

21 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

22 This Act may be cited as the “Global Learning Loss

23 Assessment Act of 20227
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8
SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It 1s the policy of the United States that United States-
Junded basic education programs operating in low- and
middle-income countries should seek to—

(1) provide safe, inclusive learning opportunities
Jor students and teachers, especially for the most
marginalized, including girls, minority populations,
displaced children, children with disabilities, and pre-
viously out of school children;

(2) bwild local capacity and help countries
strengthen the resilience of their education systems,
meluding opportunities for early childhood develop-
ment;

(3) wmprove the availability, delivery, quality,
and equity of education services from early childhood
through secondary education, wncluding in remote,
home, and school-based learning contexts; and

(4) support the safe return of children to school
and work to enroll previously out-of-school children
and youth, particularly the most marginalized.

SEC. 3. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the
Unated States Agency for International Development shall
submat to the appropriate congressional commaittees a report

on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on United States
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1 Agency for International Development basic education pro-

2 grams.

3

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report required

4 under subsection (a) shall include, at a minvmum, the fol-

5 lowing elements:
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(1) An assessment of—

(A) the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
on such basic education programs, including ex-
isting data on the magnitude of learning loss
that has resulted from protracted school closures,
disaggregated by gender;

(B) the specific effects of school and learn-
mg space closures on marginalized children and
youth served by USAID basic education pro-
grams, such as girls, minority populations, dis-
placed children, and those with disabilities;

(C) the capacity constraints faced by part-
ner countries and affected communities in ensur-
mg safe and healthy in-person learning environ-
ments and delivering effective remote learning
alternatives, disaggregated by wurban versus rural
communities and historically wunderserved or
marginalized communities;

(D) the impact on children’s education be-

yond school closures, particularly for girls who
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lost access to education due to increased house-
hold and childcare duties during the COVID—-19
pandemaic; and

(E) avarlable data on the percentage of stu-
dents who are returning to school upon reopen-
g, disaggregated by gender.

(2) An overview of—

(A) how USAID, independently and in co-
ordination with partners, has adapted basic edu-
cation programming during the COVID—-19 pan-
demic to support continued learning;

(B) barriers that USAID has experienced or
observed to reaching students with effective and
equitable distance learning opportunities while
schools have been closed as a public health pre-
caution during the COVID-19 pandemic, includ-
mg with respect to marginalized populations
such as girls, minority populations, displaced
children, and those with disabilities; and

(C) education interventions, best practices,
and imnovations deployed in maddle- and lower-
mcome countries that are enabling the continued
delwvery of high quality and equitable basic edu-
cation despite challenges caused by the COVID—

19 pandemac.
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11
(3) A description of—

(A) USAID’s plans to support, as safe and
practicable, high-quality distance learning inter-
ventions, re-enrollment initiatives for out-of-
school children and youth, school reopening, as-
sessments of student learning levels, remedial
and accelerated learning, and education system
strengthening and resilience-building efforts;

(B) USAID’s approach to addressing the so-
cial and health risks stemming from school clo-
sures necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic,
particularly with respect to marginalized chil-
dren and youth such as girls, minority popu-
lations, displaced children, and children with
disabilities;

(C) opportunities for USAID to partner
with other international development actors and
organizations, including other donors, the United
States International Development Finance Cor-
poration, multilateral banks, faivth-based institu-
tions, local and international organizations, and
the prwate sector, to enable continued access to
quality basic education in public health emer-
gencies, including through efforts to support ex-

panded access to digital infrastructure, internet



12

1 connectwity, and learning resources in areas
2 that lack access to such infrastructure and re-
3 sources; and

4 (D) any additional authorities and re-
5 sources required by USAID to execute the activi-
6 ties described n subparagraphs (A), (B), and
7 (C).

8 (¢c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The report required by
9 subsection (a) shall be made available to the public.

10 (d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE-
11 FINED.—In this section, the term “appropriate congres-

12 sional commattees” means—

13 (1) the Committee on Foreign Relations and the
14 Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; and

15 (2) the Commattee on Foreign Affairs and the
16 Jommittee on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
17 resentatives.
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