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In this new role, he will work to keep
our Nation safe and secure while ensur-
ing that we treat all human beings
with dignity and respect.

Under the last Presidential adminis-
tration, we saw unimaginable cruelty—
family members separated from each
other, children taken from their moth-
ers’ arms. We saw a total disregard of
the struggles of refugees facing perse-
cution in their home countries and
making the heartbreaking choice to
leave and make the dangerous journey
to the United States.

I know that under the leadership of
Secretary Mayorkas, our Department
of Homeland Security will strive to up-
hold the values of our Nation. He will
also bring much needed stability to the
Department. He will work to reverse
the cruel and heartless policies of the
previous administration. He will work
to protect Dreamers and TPS holders.
He will work on smart solutions to se-
cure our border. And he will work with
Congress to finally pass comprehensive
immigration reform. That is not all he
will do at the DHS.

Under Mr. Mayorkas’s leadership, he
will work to ensure the safety and se-
curity of our homeland—the homeland
he was brought to as a child, the home-
land that he and his family have made
their own. I spoke of the persecution
that Ali Mayorkas’s family faced dur-
ing the Holocaust—a threat of anti-
Semitism and White supremacy. Well,
it still persists today, and it is growing
right here in the United States and ev-
erywhere across the globe.

Last year, a DHS assessment con-
cluded that ‘‘racially and ethnically
motivated violent extremists—specifi-
cally white supremacist extremists—
will remain the most persistent and le-
thal threat in the Homeland.”

We have seen that violent extremism
in action. We saw it on January 6 in
this very city against this legislative
body and in this very Chamber. When I
asked Ali Mayorkas about this issue
during our committee hearing, he made
clear that he understands the threat
that White supremacy, anti-Semitism,
and extremism pose to the health of
our Nation and to the health of our de-
mocracy.

If we are going to fight hatred and
violent extremism, we need someone
leading the charge who understands
and takes seriously the threat to all
Americans—the threats to our chil-
dren, to our schools, to our workplaces,
and to our places of worship. He is
committed to addressing online
radicalization and strengthening the
Nonprofit Security Grant Program to
ensure that houses of worship and
other nonprofit organizations are kept
safe from potential terror attacks.

So whether it is combating extre-
mism, foreign or domestic terrorism,
cyber attacks, or adversaries from
abroad, Mr. Mayorkas expressed a clear
commitment to keeping our Nation
safe and is fully prepared and qualified
to serve as the head of DHS.

Ali Mayorkas is the right pick to
lead this Department, and I urge swift
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confirmation so that he can get to
work immediately for us and our coun-
try. I will vote for Ali Mayorkas, and I
urge my colleagues to do the same.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

NOMINATION OF ALEJANDRO
NICHOLAS MAYORKAS

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise in
support of Alejandro Mayorkas’s nomi-
nation to be Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

As recent events have shown, our
country is facing dangerous threats to
our security and to our national secu-
rity. Violence and domestic terrorism,
spurred on by White supremacist ide-
ology, anti-government sentiment, and
conspiracy theories, continue to rise.
We saw the tragic and deadly result of
that growing threat right here in the
Capitol just 3 weeks ago, and just yes-
terday the Department of Homeland
Security issued a counterterrorism bul-
letin, warning of possible further vio-
lence in the coming weeks.

Earlier this year, we learned that
hackers—Ilikely backed by a foreign ad-
versary—carried out the largest cyber
security breach of our Federal Govern-
ment. We still do not have all of the
answers on how they were able to infil-
trate our networks or what informa-
tion they have access to.

All this is happening while we are
struggling to control a once-in-a-cen-
tury pandemic that has, tragically,
taken over 425,000 American lives so
far.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity should be leading a forceful re-
sponse to these complex and significant
threats and protecting Americans, but
the Department and its more than
240,000 employees need a qualified, ex-
perienced, and Senate-confirmed leader
at the helm—a leader like Alejandro
Mayorkas.

Mr. Mayorkas has built an extensive
national security record throughout
his career in public service. He has
been confirmed by the Senate three
times, including twice for senior roles
at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Not only did he help lead the
Obama administration’s successful re-
sponses to the Ebola and Zika
epidemics, he also played a critical role
in protecting the homeland from for-
eign and domestic terrorism, strength-
ened our national cyber security, and
increased cooperation between the Fed-
eral Government and local law enforce-
ment agencies.

Not only does he stand ready to lead
the Department as it tackles serious
and challenging national security
threats, Mr. Mayorkas also under-
stands that the Department and its
mission have a real effect on people
and their families. His own family’s
journey to the United States—first
fleeing Nazi occupation in Eastern Eu-
rope and later immigrating to the
United States from Cuba—has given
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him a unique perspective on the very
heart of the Department’s mission—
something that was certainly lost dur-
ing the previous administration. Mr.
Mayorkas is uniquely qualified to
make sure the Department of Home-
land Security is working to protect
people from all backgrounds, all com-
munities, and all walks of life.

Mr. Mayorkas has the qualifications,
the experience, and the record of ac-
complishments to provide steady lead-
ership, to help restore trust in the De-
partment, and to safeguard our na-
tional security. That is why it is no
surprise that his nomination has been
endorsed by four former Homeland Se-
curity Secretaries and a former Acting
Secretary from both Democratic and
Republican administrations. He also
has the support of a group of more than
30 cyber security experts, 34 former
Homeland Security officials, and mul-
tiple law enforcement organizations,
including the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice.

Within this body, there are certainly
very different views of the role of the
Federal Government, but one thing I
think we can all agree on as a top pri-
ority is keeping Americans safe. It is
our No. 1 job, and that is why I am ask-
ing my colleagues to join me today in
supporting the confirmation of Mr.
Mayorkas as Secretary of Homeland
Security so that he can quickly begin
the important and essential task of
working to strengthen our national se-
curity and safeguarding all Americans.

I ask unanimous consent that the
cloture vote begin immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

——

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Secretary of Home-
land Security.

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters,
Brian Schatz, Robert Menendez, Thom-
as R. Carper, Sheldon Whitehouse, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Tina Smith, Sherrod
Brown, Patrick J. Leahy, Cory A.
Booker, Catherine Cortez Masto, Rich-
ard J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, Dianne
Feinstein, Jack Reed, Christopher Mur-
phy, Martin Heinrich.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas, of the
District of Columbia, to be Secretary
of Homeland Security, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.
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