February 3, 2021

and community-based services. Do
those services exist right now? They
do. How do they exist? Pretty much in
the United States by way of a waiver,
so it is not the standard policy; it is
done by waiver.
We want to make sure that it is more
of a standard feature, really, a choice
that people have to get the care in the
community or in the setting that they
want. It is critically important that we
have in the reconciliation instructions
a commitment to home and community-based services. We have that now,
and we want to make sure it remains
in the bill in final form.
The other benefit or, I should say,
the other priority here is not simply
those receiving the care in home and
community-based settings; it is those
providing the care, those heroic frontline workers who often are not talked
about enough who provide this care.
Most of the care provided in these settings are provided by low-income
women of color who disproportionately
make up the workforce and often are
making about $12 an hour. They should
have a decent wage. They should have
benefits, like sick and family medical
leave, and they should have access to
PPE protection so that they have the
protection they need to do their job
and to care for those individuals.
I see the distinguished majority leader.
I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HASSAN). The majority leader.
Mr. SCHUMER. I thank the Senator
from Pennsylvania. I won’t be that
long.
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Madam President, in addition to the
organizing resolution to which the Republican leader and I have now agreed,
Leader MCCONNELL and I would like to
engage in a colloquy regarding certain
understandings we have reached on two
related issues.
First, I have discussed with the Republican leader concerns that have
been raised by many Senators about
the floor procedure known as ‘‘filling
the amendment tree.’’ At various
points over the last several decades,
Senators have been prevented from actively participating in the legislative
process because the ability of Senators
to offer and receive votes on amendments has been severely restricted. I
appreciate and understand those concerns, and I want to assure Senators
that it is my intention to have active
and dynamic debates on the many
issues and crises facing our Nation
today. The 117th Congress will not
shirk from the important issues; rather, we will discuss and debate legislative solutions to them. I am a strong
supporter of the right of Senators to
offer amendments and commit to increase dramatically the number of
Member-initiated amendments offered
in the 117th Congress. I am also opposed to limiting amendments by ‘‘filling the tree’’ unless dilatory measures
prevent the Senate from taking action
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and leave no alternative. Senators
from both sides will be able to offer
amendments. That is how we will operate in the 117th Congress under the new
Democratic majority.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I appreciate these assurances from the
majority leader. The right to offer
amendments is important to Senators
on our side as well, and we look forward to full and vigorous debates, including amendments, as the Senate
takes up the many important issues before us. On a related note, I have discussed with the majority leader concerns that have been raised about debates on motions to proceed. I think
many times cloture has to be filed on a
motion to proceed because Members
want to ensure they are given the right
to offer amendments. Given the assurances regarding the ability of Senators
to debate and amend legislation in this
Congress, that should help in alleviating that practice. Also, when we
are proceeding to bills with broad bipartisan support, it is my hope that we
will not need to have lengthy debates
on motions to proceed.
The resolution provides that the
committee budgets and office space
will be divided equally, subject to the
customary set-aside for administrative
expenses and nondesignated staff. It is
our expectation that the details of
those arrangements will be negotiated
and agreed to by the respective chair
and ranking member, in consultation
with other members of each committee.
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
thank the Republican leader for those
assurances and for his cooperation in
reaching agreement on the organizing
resolution and the understandings we
have just described. I look forward to
working with him and all Senators to
address the many urgent needs confronting our Nation.
f

RELATIVE TO SENATE PROCEDURE IN THE 117TH CONGRESS
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 27, submitted earlier today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 27) relative to Senate
procedure in the 117th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the measure?
There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous consent that the resolution be agreed to
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 27) was agreed
to.
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(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)
f

CONSTITUTING
THE
MAJORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CERTAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
pursuant to the provisions of S. Res 27,
I ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res 28, submitted earlier today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
A resolution (S. Res. 28) to constitute the
majority party’s membership on certain
committees for the One Hundred Seventeenth Congress, or until their successors are
chosen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the resolution be agreed to and that the motion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 28) was agreed
to.
(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)
f

ELECTING SONCERIA ANN BERRY
AS SECRETARY OF THE SENATE
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res 29, submitted earlier today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 29) electing Sonceria
Ann Berry as Secretary of the Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous consent that the resolution be agreed to
and that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 29) was agreed
to.
(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)
f

AMENDING S. RES. 458 OF THE
NINETY-EIGHTH CONGRESS
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed to the immediate consideration of S. Res. 30, which was submitted earlier today.
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