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‘‘(BB) that includes sufficient back-up sys-

tems, equipment, facilities, and trained per-
sonnel to implement the plan. 

‘‘(v) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Online EBT Redemp-

tion Portal developed by the eligible entity 
awarded the contract under clause (ii) 
shall— 

‘‘(aa) enable the integrated processing of 
an online EBT transaction by providing a 
platform and facilitating the purchasing 
interaction between the consumer, retailer, 
third-party processors (for EBT card proc-
essing and the secure online entry of a per-
sonal identification number), and delivery 
vendor, as applicable; 

‘‘(bb) to deter fraud, have in place for pro-
gram participants privacy and security pro-
tections, similar to protections provided 
under existing electronic benefit transfer 
methods, including entry of a personal iden-
tification number in a manner that complies 
with the guidelines of leading national con-
sensus standards organizations, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, for encrypting per-
sonal identification number entry; 

‘‘(cc) be secure and operate in a manner 
that maintains program integrity, including 
food item eligibility; 

‘‘(dd) be available in an initial or beta 
version not later than 120 days after the date 
on which the eligible entity is awarded the 
contract; 

‘‘(ee) be ready to be fully deployed in all 
States not later than 180 days after the date 
described in item (dd); 

‘‘(ff) be available for use by any retail food 
store or wholesale food concern authorized 
under section 9 to accept and redeem bene-
fits under the supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program— 

‘‘(AA) at no charge beyond a nominal fee 
that is not more than reasonably necessary 
to support maintenance of the portal and 
subject to the approval of the Secretary; and 

‘‘(BB) on an application-based and browser- 
based platform for smartphones and a brows-
er-based online platform for tablets and com-
puters; 

‘‘(gg) adhere to commercial standards for 
service level availability to ensure the via-
bility of the portal and the use of the portal 
by retail food stores and wholesale food con-
cerns authorized under section 9 to accept 
and redeem benefits under the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program; and 

‘‘(hh) perform ongoing maintenance serv-
ices and retailer enrollment and termination 
of enrollment activities to ensure continuous 
operability of the portal. 

‘‘(II) EVALUATION OF BETA VERSION.—The 
Secretary shall conduct a review of the ini-
tial or beta version of the Online EBT Re-
demption Portal under subclause (I)(dd), in-
cluding by soliciting feedback from program 
participants. 

‘‘(vi) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
240 days after the date of enactment of the 
Expanding SNAP Options Act of 2021, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
on the status of activities carried out under 
this subparagraph. 

‘‘(vii) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is appropriated to the Secretary, out 
of funds of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, $25,000,000 to provide under the con-
tract described in clause (ii).’’. 
SEC. 3. BROAD ACCEPTANCE OF SNAP BENEFITS 

THROUGH ONLINE TRANSACTIONS. 
Section 7(k) of the Food and Nutrition Act 

of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016(k)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘on-line’’ each place it ap-

pears and inserting ‘‘online’’; 
(2) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Subject to paragraph (4), 

the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘in any State’’ after 

‘‘stores’’; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(4) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered 

entity’ means a public or private nonprofit 
entity. 

‘‘(ii) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible 
entity’ means a retail food store or whole-
sale food concern authorized under section 9 
to accept and redeem benefits under the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program. 

‘‘(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER.—The 
Secretary, acting through the Administrator 
of the Food and Nutrition Service, shall, on 
a competitive basis, award 1 or more grants 
to, or enter into 1 or more cooperative agree-
ments with, 1 or more covered entities to es-
tablish a technical assistance center, to be 
known as the ‘SNAP Online Purchasing 
Technical Assistance Center’, to provide— 

‘‘(i) to State agencies, eligible entities, and 
program participants information on and 
technical assistance with, as applicable— 

‘‘(I) accepting program benefits through 
online transactions; 

‘‘(II) using the EBT Online Redemption 
Portal described in subsection (h)(14)(B); 

‘‘(III) in the case of State agencies, con-
ducting outreach to eligible entities to en-
sure that those eligible entities are informed 
of the technical assistance provided by the 
center; 

‘‘(IV) research, training, and best practices 
relating to redeeming program benefits 
through online transactions; and 

‘‘(V) facilitating communication between 
eligible entities, applicable State agencies, 
and the Department of Agriculture; and 

‘‘(ii) to eligible entities direct grants to de-
fray the technological costs of carrying out 
the activities described in subclauses (I) and 
(II) of clause (i). 

‘‘(C) QUALIFICATIONS.—At least 1 covered 
entity that receives a grant or enters into a 
cooperative agreement under subparagraph 
(B) shall have expertise in providing tech-
nical assistance to food retailers operating 
under a Federal nutrition program. 

‘‘(D) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PRIORITY.—In 
providing technical assistance to eligible en-
tities, the SNAP Online Purchasing Tech-
nical Assistance Center shall give priority to 
eligible entities that are small and limited- 
resource retailers. 

‘‘(E) FUNDING.—There is appropriated to 
the Secretary, out of funds of the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, $75,000,000 to 
carry out this paragraph, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which not more than 
3 percent may be used by the Secretary for 
administrative expenses. 

‘‘(5) PUBLICATION OF ONLINE VENDORS.—The 
Secretary shall maintain on the website of 
the Department of Agriculture a publicly 
available listing, organized and searchable 
by region, locality, and State, of all ap-
proved retail food stores accepting benefits 
from recipients of supplemental nutrition as-
sistance, including through online trans-
actions.’’. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 48—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SE-
CURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 
Mr. PETERS submitted the following 

resolution; from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 48 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY. 
In carrying out its powers, duties, and 

functions under the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction 
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate and S. Res. 445 (108th Congress), 
agreed to October 9, 2004, including holding 
hearings, reporting such hearings, and mak-
ing investigations as authorized by para-
graphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs (in this resolution referred to as the 
‘‘committee’’) is authorized from March 1, 
2021 through February 28, 2023, in its discre-
tion, to— 

(1) make expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the Senate; 

(2) employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-

ment department or agency concerned and 
the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis the services of personnel of any such 
department or agency. 
SEC. 2. EXPENSES. 

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2021.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2021 under this resolution 
shall not exceed $6,430,401, of which 
amount— 

(1) not to exceed $75,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the 
period October 1, 2021 through September 30, 
2022 under this resolution shall not exceed 
$11,023,545, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $75,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 
28, 2023.—The expenses of the committee for 
the period October 1, 2022 through February 
28, 2023 under this resolution shall not exceed 
$4,593,144, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $75,000 may be expended 
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof 
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 
4301(i))); and 

(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended 
for the training of the professional staff of 
the committee (under procedures specified 
by section 202(j) of that Act). 
SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), expenses of the committee 
under this resolution shall be paid from the 
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers 
approved by the chairman of the committee. 

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers 
shall not be required for— 

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate; 

(B) the payment of telecommunications 
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper; 
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(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-

chased through the Keeper of the Stationery; 
(D) payments to the Postmaster of the 

Senate; 
(E) the payment of metered charges on 

copying equipment provided by the Office of 
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and 
Photographic Services; or 

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper. 

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations 
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations’’ of the Senate such sums as may 
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of 
the committee— 

(1) for the period March 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2021; 

(2) for the period October 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2022; and 

(3) for the period October 1, 2022 through 
February 28, 2023. 
SEC. 4. INVESTIGATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The committee, or any 
duly authorized subcommittee of the com-
mittee, is authorized to study or inves-
tigate— 

(1) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches of the Government in-
cluding the possible existence of fraud, mis-
feasance, malfeasance, collusion, mis-
management, incompetence, corruption, or 
unethical practices, waste, extravagance, 
conflicts of interest, and the improper ex-
penditure of Government funds in trans-
actions, contracts, and activities of the Gov-
ernment or of Government officials and em-
ployees and any and all such improper prac-
tices between Government personnel and 
corporations, individuals, companies, or per-
sons affiliated therewith, doing business 
with the Government, and the compliance or 
noncompliance of such corporations, compa-
nies, or individuals or other entities with the 
rules, regulations, and laws governing the 
various governmental agencies and its rela-
tionships with the public; 

(2) the extent to which criminal or other 
improper practices or activities are, or have 
been, engaged in the field of labor-manage-
ment relations or in groups or organizations 
of employees or employers, to the detriment 
of interests of the public, employers, or em-
ployees, and to determine whether any 
changes are required in the laws of the 
United States in order to protect such inter-
ests against the occurrence of such practices 
or activities; 

(3) organized criminal activity which may 
operate in or otherwise utilize the facilities 
of interstate or international commerce in 
furtherance of any transactions and the 
manner and extent to which, and the iden-
tity of the persons, firms, or corporations, or 
other entities by whom such utilization is 
being made, and further, to study and inves-
tigate the manner in which and the extent to 
which persons engaged in organized criminal 
activity have infiltrated lawful business en-
terprise, and to study the adequacy of Fed-
eral laws to prevent the operations of orga-
nized crime in interstate or international 
commerce, and to determine whether any 
changes are required in the laws of the 
United States in order to protect the public 
against such practices or activities; 

(4) all other aspects of crime and lawless-
ness within the United States which have an 
impact upon or affect the national health, 
welfare, and safety, including but not lim-
ited to investment fraud schemes, com-
modity and security fraud, computer fraud, 
and the use of offshore banking and cor-
porate facilities to carry out criminal objec-
tives; 

(5) the efficiency and economy of oper-
ations of all branches and functions of the 
Government with particular reference to— 

(A) the effectiveness of present national se-
curity methods, staffing, and processes as 
tested against the requirements imposed by 
the rapidly mounting complexity of national 
security problems; 

(B) the capacity of present national secu-
rity staffing, methods, and processes to 
make full use of the Nation’s resources of 
knowledge and talents; 

(C) the adequacy of present intergovern-
mental relations between the United States 
and international organizations principally 
concerned with national security of which 
the United States is a member; and 

(D) legislative and other proposals to im-
prove these methods, processes, and relation-
ships; 

(6) the efficiency, economy, and effective-
ness of all agencies and departments of the 
Government involved in the control and 
management of energy shortages including, 
but not limited to, their performance with 
respect to— 

(A) the collection and dissemination of ac-
curate statistics on fuel demand and supply; 

(B) the implementation of effective energy 
conservation measures; 

(C) the pricing of energy in all forms; 
(D) coordination of energy programs with 

State and local government; 
(E) control of exports of scarce fuels; 
(F) the management of tax, import, pric-

ing, and other policies affecting energy sup-
plies; 

(G) maintenance of the independent sector 
of the petroleum industry as a strong com-
petitive force; 

(H) the allocation of fuels in short supply 
by public and private entities; 

(I) the management of energy supplies 
owned or controlled by the Government; 

(J) relations with other oil producing and 
consuming countries; 

(K) the monitoring of compliance by gov-
ernments, corporations, or individuals with 
the laws and regulations governing the allo-
cation, conservation, or pricing of energy 
supplies; and 

(L) research into the discovery and devel-
opment of alternative energy supplies; and 

(7) the efficiency and economy of all 
branches and functions of Government with 
particular references to the operations and 
management of Federal regulatory policies 
and programs. 

(b) EXTENT OF INQUIRIES.—In carrying out 
the duties provided in subsection (a), the in-
quiries of this committee or any sub-
committee of the committee shall not be 
construed to be limited to the records, func-
tions, and operations of any particular 
branch of the Government and may extend 
to the records and activities of any persons, 
corporation, or other entity. 

(c) SPECIAL COMMITTEE AUTHORITY.—For 
the purposes of this section, the committee, 
or any duly authorized subcommittee of the 
committee, or its chairman, or any other 
member of the committee or subcommittee 
designated by the chairman is authorized, in 
its, his, her, or their discretion— 

(1) to require by subpoena or otherwise the 
attendance of witnesses and production of 
correspondence, books, papers, and docu-
ments; 

(2) to hold hearings; 
(3) to sit and act at any time or place dur-

ing the sessions, recess, and adjournment pe-
riods of the Senate; 

(4) to administer oaths; and 
(5) to take testimony, either orally or by 

sworn statement, or, in the case of staff 
members of the Committee and the Perma-
nent Subcommittee on Investigations, by 

deposition in accordance with the Com-
mittee Rules of Procedure. 

(d) AUTHORITY OF OTHER COMMITTEES.— 
Nothing contained in this section shall affect 
or impair the exercise of any other standing 
committee of the Senate of any power, or the 
discharge by such committee of any duty, 
conferred or imposed upon it by the Standing 
Rules of the Senate or by the Legislative Re-
organization Act of 1946. 

(e) SUBPOENA AUTHORITY.—All subpoenas 
and related legal processes of the committee 
and any duly authorized subcommittee of 
the committee authorized under S. Res. 70 
(116th Congress), agreed to February 27, 2019, 
are authorized to continue. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 49—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT 
AND PUBLIC WORKS 
Mr. CARPER submitted the following 

resolution; from the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 49 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY. 
In carrying out its powers, duties, and 

functions under the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction 
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works (in this resolution referred to 
as the ‘‘committee’’) is authorized from 
March 1, 2021 through February 28, 2023, in 
its discretion, to— 

(1) make expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the Senate; 

(2) employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-

ment department or agency concerned and 
the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable 
basis the services of personnel of any such 
department or agency. 
SEC. 2. EXPENSES. 

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2021.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2021 under this resolution 
shall not exceed $3,310,821, of which 
amount— 

(1) not to exceed $4,666 may be expended for 
the procurement of the services of individual 
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative 
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i))); 
and 

(2) not to exceed $1,166 may be expended for 
the training of the professional staff of the 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of that Act). 

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the 
period October 1, 2021 through September 30, 
2022 under this resolution shall not exceed 
$5,675,695, of which amount— 

(1) not to exceed $8,000 may be expended for 
the procurement of the services of individual 
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative 
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4301(i))); 
and 

(2) not to exceed $2,000 may be expended for 
the training of the professional staff of the 
committee (under procedures specified by 
section 202(j) of that Act). 

(c) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 
28, 2023.—The expenses of the committee for 
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