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emissions and helping our Nation’s 
corn and soybean producers by rein-
forcing this essential market. 

The pandemic has highlighted vul-
nerabilities in our Nation’s food supply 
chain, especially when it comes to 
meat processing capacity. Too much of 
our Nation’s processing capacity is 
concentrated in a handful of facilities, 
leaving our meat supply vulnerable if a 
problem like a coronavirus outbreak 
occurs at one of these plants. 

I recently introduced the Strength-
ening Local Processing Act with Sen-
ator MERKLEY. Our legislation would 
help expand national meat processing 
capacity by providing new resources 
for smaller, more local meat processing 
operations. Spreading out and expand-
ing our Nation’s meat processing ca-
pacity over more plants will make our 
Nation’s meat supply less vulnerable to 
interruption in situations like the 
coronavirus pandemic or natural disas-
ters and provide livestock producers 
with more marketing options. 

I am proud to represent South Dako-
ta’s farmers and ranchers here in Con-
gress, and I will continue to do every-
thing I can to ensure that all of our Na-
tion’s farmers and ranchers have the 
support they need to weather the rest 
of this pandemic and to continue feed-
ing our Nation and the world. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan. 
f 

NOMINATION OF JENNIFER 
MULHERN GRANHOLM 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I am 
proud to stand today in support of Jen-
nifer Granholm’s nomination to be the 
next Secretary of Energy. 

I have known Secretary-designate 
Granholm for many years, and I served 
in her administration while she was 
Governor. There is no question she is 
uniquely qualified to serve as Sec-
retary of Energy. As the Governor of 
Michigan, she led our State through an 
economic crisis. She knows how to deal 
with multifaceted challenges and has a 
documented record of strong leader-
ship. 

During her confirmation hearing, 
Jennifer Granholm outlined three key 
missions that she wants to prioritize in 
her new role: one, strengthening na-
tional security, particularly on nuclear 
nonproliferation through the National 
Nuclear Security Administration; two, 
supporting the research and develop-
ment at scientific research facilities 
all across our Nation; and, three, uti-
lizing that research to create new, 
good-paying jobs for Americans. All of 
these issues are issues that Jennifer 
Granholm has been focused on through-
out her entire career. 

As Governor, she worked to support 
groundbreaking research that is con-
ducted at Michigan’s world-class insti-
tutions—research that is constantly 
leading to new discoveries that will 
change the world to create jobs and 
save lives. As Governor, Jennifer 

Granholm secured bipartisan support 
to establish the 21st Century Jobs 
Fund, which leveraged funding to di-
versify Michigan’s economy, create 
jobs in clean energy by attracting new 
business investments, and put Michi-
gan on a better path. 

Those are the kinds of actions and in-
vestments that I look forward to work-
ing closely with Secretary-designate 
Granholm on in the coming months 
and in the coming years, and it is clear 
that she also recognizes what must be 
done to advance our Nation’s energy 
interests, because she has already 
achieved results in Michigan. 

If we are going to build back better, 
we must do so in a sustainable, for-
ward-thinking way that addresses cli-
mate change. That is something Presi-
dent Biden’s administration is com-
mitted to doing, and I know Secretary 
Granholm is as well. I could not be 
more excited to say that we will have 
a fellow Michigander leading the De-
partment of Energy, and I urge all of 
my colleagues to support her confirma-
tion. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). The clerk will report the 
nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Jennifer Mulhern Granholm, of Michi-
gan, to be Secretary of Energy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming. 

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senator from West 
Virginia and I both be allowed to com-
plete our remarks before moving to the 
rollcall vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
NOMINATION OF JENNIFER MULHERN GRANHOLM 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, when 
Governor Granholm came before the 
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee for her nomination hearing, she 
said she was committed to American 
energy dominance. She stated she un-
derstood the importance of having a 
broad energy mix and supporting en-
ergy innovation. 

Now, I asked her if it was a good 
thing that the United States is the 
world’s leading producer of oil and nat-
ural gas, and she said it was. I asked 
her if low energy prices and high-pay-
ing American energy jobs were good 
things, and she agreed that they were. 
And when I asked her if America ex-
porting its energy influence around the 
globe was a good thing, she again af-
firmed that it was. She has dem-
onstrated that she is dedicated to sup-
porting carbon capture, nuclear power, 
and American uranium production. 

For these reasons, she cleared our 
committee with broad bipartisan sup-
port and will soon be confirmed by the 
Senate. I expect we will work together 

closely on these efforts when she leads 
the Department of Energy. 

During her nomination hearing, Gov-
ernor Granholm also said that she 
didn’t want to see anyone lose their job 
or get left behind. Yet this is exactly 
what the Biden administration is doing 
to thousands of American energy work-
ers. 

On Inauguration Day, the President 
spoke of unity and bringing our Nation 
back together. Once he arrived at the 
White House, however, he threw that 
rhetoric out the window, picked up his 
pen, and started signing radical Execu-
tive orders. 

His orders to ban oil, gas, and coal 
leasing on Federal lands and to kill the 
Keystone XL Pipeline will throw thou-
sands of Americans out of work. These 
workers’ livelihoods are being sac-
rificed in the name of the Biden agen-
da. Leaders in the administration are 
telling these oil rig and coal mine and 
pipeline workers that they can simply 
get new jobs building solar panels. 

Actually, John Kerry said that the 
Biden administration policies will give 
these workers better choices. In 2019, 
the average salary of a solar panel 
technician was about $30,000 a year less 
than the average salary of a worker in 
the gas, oil, and coal industry. So John 
Kerry flies around the world, private 
jet, but is asking American energy 
workers to each take $30,000 a year less 
in income. And that is if these green 
energy jobs even exist. 

To that point, the Washington Post 
Fact Checker took a look at what John 
Kerry had said, and they said he was 
offering ‘‘false hope with a misleading 
use of statistics.’’ 

Look, we have heard it all before. 
When President Biden was Vice Presi-
dent, the Obama administration prom-
ised thousands of green energy jobs— 
jobs that never materialized. Millions 
of taxpayer dollars were wasted on 
green energy companies that went 
belly-up. 

Now the ‘‘Solyndra Syndrome’’ has 
returned. The Washington Post Fact 
Checker said it expects just a little 
over 10,000 new wind and solar jobs over 
the next 10 years. 

In Wyoming alone, the long-term 
leasing ban would result in 33,000 work-
ers losing their jobs. And where are 
these Wyoming workers supposed to 
go? 

Hundreds of thousands more workers 
are going to lose their jobs in New 
Mexico, Colorado, Texas, and other 
States. How will they provide for their 
families? 

The Biden ban won’t just hurt work-
ers; it is going to hurt kids too. A long- 
term leasing ban is going to eliminate 
hundreds of millions of dollars in State 
revenue—the dollars which go for es-
sential services, for public schools, for 
roads, bridges, and hospitals. A long- 
term leasing ban is going to hurt 
teachers, students, and the commu-
nities they call home. 

America needs all the energy—the 
oil, the gas, the coal, the uranium, the 
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