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wind, the solar—all of them. Banning
fossil fuels will hurt our economy and
force more workers out of work.

President Biden has declared war on
American energy and American energy
workers, and I just can’t stand by as
this administration tries to crush Wyo-
ming’s economy. I can’t support an ad-
ministration that throws my constitu-
ents out of work and hurts the schools
and the hospitals in the communities
and the teachers who teach the chil-
dren.

Energy is a force multiplier. Amer-
ican energy is—America is an energy
superpower. We need to act that way.

President Biden seems to want to
pull the plug on American energy
dominance. So I cannot in good con-
science vote to approve his nominee for
Secretary of Energy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, first, I
ask unanimous consent that upon the
disposition of the Granholm nomina-
tion, the Senate resume consideration
of the Cardona nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF JENNIFER MULHERN GRANHOLM

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, first of
all, I am delighted to speak today on
the nomination of Jennifer Granholm
to be Secretary of Energy.

I have known Jennifer since we were
Governors together more than a decade
ago. She served two terms as Governor
of Michigan from 2003 to 2010. That was
a particularly challenging time in her
State’s history, and I saw how she han-
dled the difficult challenges facing her
during the Great Recession and when
the bottom dropped out of the auto in-
dustry in her State.

She was up to those challenges. She
helped save the domestic auto indus-
try. She diversified Michigan’s econ-
omy. She brought in new investment
and new industry, and she created new
jobs, leaving no worker behind.

I know she will continue to apply the
mindset at the national level. She has
the leadership skills, the vision, and
the compassion for people that we need
at the helm of the Department of En-
ergy to face the climate challenge and,
at the same time, preserve our energy
security, protect our national security,
clean up the Cold War legacy, and pre-
serve our scientific and technological
prowess.

Moreover, she is someone you can
talk to and work with. She listens, and
she is an honest broker. She may not
always agree with you, but she will lis-
ten to your concerns and will try to ad-
dress them.

Finally, she is just simply a good per-
son. That is a quality that I value and
expect all of my colleagues would ben-
efit from.

I believe she is extremely well quali-
fied to lead the Department of Energy,
and I urge—I truly urge—all of my col-
leagues to show in this bipartisan vote
to confirm her nomination today.
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I also yield back the remaining time
of our presentation.

VOTE ON GRANHOLM NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Granholm nomination?

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 64,
nays 35, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 66 Ex.]

YEAS—64
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Risch
Blumenthal Hoeven Romney
Booker Johnson Rosen
Brown Kaine Rounds
Burr Kelly Sanders
Cantwell King Schatz
Cardin Klobuchar Schumer
Carper Leahy Shaheen
Casey Lujan Sinema
Collins Manchin R
Coons Markey Smith
Cortez Masto McConnell Stabenow
Cramer Menendez Tester
Crapo Merkley Van Hollen
Daines Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Hassan Peters Young
Heinrich Portman
NAYS—35

Barrasso Graham Paul
Blackburn Grassley Rubio
Blunt Hagerty Sasse
Boozman Hawley Scott (FL)
Braun Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Capito Inhofe Shelby
Cassidy Kennedy Thune
Cornyn Lankford 114
Cotton Lee $llhs

. 'oomey
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Ernst Marshall X
Fischer Moran Wicker

NOT VOTING—1
Sullivan

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
proceed to the following nomination,
which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Miguel A. Cardona, of Connecticut, to
be Secretary of Education.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ior Senator from Missouri.

JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON
INAUGURAL CEREMONIES

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, on Janu-

ary 20, the world watched as we inaugu-
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rated the 46th President of the United
States on the west front of the Capitol,
as we have done now for the last four
decades. But this was the 59th time in
our Nation’s history that we have gath-
ered to witness one of what has really
become one of our most iconic and sa-
cred ceremonies. I described it that
day, as President Reagan did 40 years
earlier, as ‘‘commonplace and miracu-
lous.” Commonplace because we have
done it every 4 years since 1789; mirac-
ulous because we have done it every 4
years since 1789.

This is the second time I have had
the privilege to serve as the chairman
of the Joint Congressional Committee
on Inaugural Ceremonies or, as it is
normally known, JCCIC, and that is
how I will refer to it in the rest of
these remarks. Senator KLOBUCHAR,
the ranking member at that time on
the Rules Committee, was a big part of
helping with that, as were the other
four members of that committee.

In a normal year, organizing an inau-
guration is a major undertaking, but
when you add a pandemic and then you
add the events of January 6, it is
uniquely challenging. Without a doubt,
this was an inauguration of twists and
turns, where adaptability, creativity,
and determination were crucial.

Today, I am here on the floor to
thank the staff, the partners, and the
volunteers who met those challenges
and made this year’s inauguration a
success.

As I mentioned earlier, the two fac-
tors that posed the greatest challenges
this year were the pandemic and secu-
rity. In order to keep the inauguration
from becoming a superspreader event,
we consulted with public health au-
thorities at the Johns Hopkins Center
for Health Security and the Cleveland
Clinic. We engaged experts from the
National Football League, the Major
League Baseball, NASCAR, the Na-
tional Hockey League, Disney, Ardian
Group, and CLEAR about pandemic
protocols and technology that relates
to them.

We were in regular consultation with
the Office of the Attending Physician,
particularly Dr. Monahan and his chief
of staff, Keith Pray. And we relied on
support from the Defense Health Agen-
cy and the Department of Health and
Human Services’ COVID-19 Joint Com-
mand Cell. Testing was required for all
attendees, and over 7,000 tests were ad-
ministered at two sites, one in the Cap-
itol and one in the Pentagon.

Masks were required to be worn by
all attendees. Graciously, Ford Motor
Company produced a significant quan-
tity of masks, truly a first for this or
any inauguration, and we are grateful
to them, and 3M provided some special-
ized masks for the limited indoor ac-
tivities that we had.

The health and safety measures put
together really created significant
logistical challenges. All of this
couldn’t have been done without the
leadership of Robin Mangan, our direc-
tor of operations for that health activ-
ity and that testing activity. Her team,
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