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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BEYER).

—————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 1, 2021.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONALD S.
BEYER, Jr. to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Gracious God, what treasures You
have set before us: a country rich with

resources, a history founded on faith in
You and invested in the noble prin-
ciples of the American experiment.

And yet, we confess that we have al-
lowed these endowments to be de-
stroyed by moths of malice and mis-
direction. We acknowledge before You
that we have tolerated and even taken
delight in the corrosive rust of rival-
ries and debate.

Forgive us for taking for granted the
precious gifts of life, liberty, and hap-
piness, and letting them slip from our
care, only to be stolen by pride and
conceit.

Call us back to rededicate ourselves
to the mercy You have shown us time
and again. May we treasure in our
hearts the privilege You have given us
as Americans to serve as stewards of
Your bounteous love.

We pray in the strength of Your holy
name.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
5(a)(1)(A) of House Resolution 8, the
Journal of the last day’s proceedings is
approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. POSEY) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. POSEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

REPLANT ACT IS PRACTICAL
LEGISLATION

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker,
what I am about to show you are the
examples of the cycle of destruction
from the climate crisis in my home dis-
trict on the central coast of California.

Last year, my district was victim to
a brutal wildfire season in which al-
most 650,000 acres were burned. What
was left behind in many of those areas
is called a burn scar, ground that has
crusted and is hard for water to pene-
trate. As a result, when it rains, it
leads to floods, mudslides, and devasta-
tion, including this damage to Highway
1 in Big Sur, in which water and debris
flowed down the hills, blocked the cul-
verts, then flowed up over Highway 1,
and took out the road from that side.

Now, we know we have a lot of work
to do when it comes to reducing our
carbon output. In the meantime, we
can stop this type of damage with re-
forestation of burn scar areas.

That is why I will reintroduce the
REPLANT Act, to fund those types of
projects, and I plan to work on bipar-
tisan legislation to help manage forests
to prevent fires and not just suppress
them. It is that type of reasonable and
practical legislation that is the founda-
tion for how we in Congress can protect
our communities and prevent the ef-
fects of the climate crisis.

——————

TRANSPARENCY IS PART OF GOOD
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, trans-
parency has always been a cornerstone
of good government. Over the past 10
years, we have made important
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