
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 117th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

b This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., b 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

.

H863 

Vol. 167 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, MARCH 1, 2021 No. 38 

House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BEYER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 1, 2021. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONALD S. 
BEYER, Jr. to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Gracious God, what treasures You 
have set before us: a country rich with 

resources, a history founded on faith in 
You and invested in the noble prin-
ciples of the American experiment. 

And yet, we confess that we have al-
lowed these endowments to be de-
stroyed by moths of malice and mis-
direction. We acknowledge before You 
that we have tolerated and even taken 
delight in the corrosive rust of rival-
ries and debate. 

Forgive us for taking for granted the 
precious gifts of life, liberty, and hap-
piness, and letting them slip from our 
care, only to be stolen by pride and 
conceit. 

Call us back to rededicate ourselves 
to the mercy You have shown us time 
and again. May we treasure in our 
hearts the privilege You have given us 
as Americans to serve as stewards of 
Your bounteous love. 

We pray in the strength of Your holy 
name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 
5(a)(1)(A) of House Resolution 8, the 
Journal of the last day’s proceedings is 
approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. POSEY) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. POSEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

REPLANT ACT IS PRACTICAL 
LEGISLATION 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, 
what I am about to show you are the 
examples of the cycle of destruction 
from the climate crisis in my home dis-
trict on the central coast of California. 

Last year, my district was victim to 
a brutal wildfire season in which al-
most 650,000 acres were burned. What 
was left behind in many of those areas 
is called a burn scar, ground that has 
crusted and is hard for water to pene-
trate. As a result, when it rains, it 
leads to floods, mudslides, and devasta-
tion, including this damage to Highway 
1 in Big Sur, in which water and debris 
flowed down the hills, blocked the cul-
verts, then flowed up over Highway 1, 
and took out the road from that side. 

Now, we know we have a lot of work 
to do when it comes to reducing our 
carbon output. In the meantime, we 
can stop this type of damage with re-
forestation of burn scar areas. 

That is why I will reintroduce the 
REPLANT Act, to fund those types of 
projects, and I plan to work on bipar-
tisan legislation to help manage forests 
to prevent fires and not just suppress 
them. It is that type of reasonable and 
practical legislation that is the founda-
tion for how we in Congress can protect 
our communities and prevent the ef-
fects of the climate crisis. 

f 

TRANSPARENCY IS PART OF GOOD 
GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, trans-
parency has always been a cornerstone 
of good government. Over the past 10 
years, we have made important 
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progress toward making Congress more 
transparent and accountable to those 
we serve. 

In 2010, I introduced a resolution call-
ing for a 72-hour period of public avail-
ability before the House could bring a 
bill up for a vote, so Members of the 
House and the public could actually see 
what was in a bill before we were asked 
to vote for it. In 2011, the proposal was 
adopted into House rules as a 3-day 
rule. 

But, sadly, this year’s House rules 
package abolished that rule. It is in-
credibly sad to see that this House is 
moving backward and making govern-
ment less open and less accountable to 
those we were sent here to represent. 

f 

CREATING A COVID–19 VICTIMS 
AND SURVIVORS MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. STANTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, last 
week, we mourned half a million Amer-
ican lives lost to the coronavirus. 
Their absence in our communities is 
difficult to comprehend. 

Sadly, many are facing the reality 
that it has now been more than a year 
without their loved ones. Tragically, 
many of them died alone, without 
loved ones to say good-bye. 

To honor and memorialize those lost 
and those impacted by the virus, I in-
troduced a resolution designating the 
first Monday in March as COVID–19 
Victims and Survivors Memorial Day. 
Commemorating this memorial day is 
an important marker for all those af-
fected across the country and to help 
our country heal from this trauma. 

In my home State, this day of rec-
ognition has been pushed by two advo-
cates who lost their fathers to COVID– 
19. Kristin Urquiza and Tara Krebbs 
turned their grief into action and have 
mobilized more than 100 cities and mul-
tiple States to recognize today as a me-
morial day. 

Long after our Nation moves beyond 
this ordeal, we will need to collectively 
recognize all that we have lost and the 
trauma of what we have experienced. 

Together, we can overcome. 
f 

A BILL FOR POLITICIANS, NOT 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, the 
top priority bill of the House of Rep-
resentatives this year for the Demo-
crats seems to be H.R. 1, known as the 
For the People Act. 

What people is this going to benefit? 
For the politicians act, you might call 
it. It helps politicians and hacks like 
The Lincoln Project, not the people. 

For example, if this bill passes, a po-
litical candidate raising approximately 
$800,000 in their campaign under cer-

tain guidelines could have the Federal 
Government match funds up to $6 mil-
lion that could be used for anything 
put into campaign—$6 million of your 
Federal dollars going into a single con-
gressional race under the right condi-
tions. 

These formulas are geared to ratchet 
up from the previous election cycle. As 
we know, campaigns get more expen-
sive each time; so does the match. 

Also, under this bill, the Federal 
Government would hand out $25 vouch-
ers to every voter in three chosen 
States to donate to candidates. How 
much will that cost just to administer 
a program like that? We know the Fed-
eral Government doesn’t do that cheap-
ly, maybe $25 per check to give each $25 
contribution. 

If you hand a bureaucrat a hammer, 
they will see everything as a nail. The 
new system fines more people in order 
to raise funds for this campaign give-
away. The fines will go up, and busi-
nesses will be hurt, all in order to pro-
vide something not for the people. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BROWNLEY) laid before the House the 
following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 1, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 1, 2021, at 1:35 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 422. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT F. REEVES, 

Deputy Clerk. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1919 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PHILLIPS) at 7 o’clock and 
19 minutes p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 1, 2021. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 1, 2021, at 4:30 p.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 79. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT F. REEVES, 

Deputy Clerk. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1, FOR THE PEOPLE ACT 
OF 2021; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1280, GEORGE 
FLOYD JUSTICE IN POLICING 
ACT OF 2021; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 
Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 179 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 179 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 1) to expand Americans’ 
access to the ballot box, reduce the influence 
of big money in politics, strengthen ethics 
rules for public servants, and implement 
other anti-corruption measures for the pur-
pose of fortifying our democracy, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. The 
amendment printed in part A of the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution shall be considered as adopted. 
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill, as amended, and on any further 
amendment thereto, to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on House Administration or their 
respective designees; (2) the further amend-
ments described in section 2 of this resolu-
tion; (3) the amendments en bloc described in 
section 3 of this resolution; and (4) one mo-
tion to recommit. 

SEC. 2. After debate pursuant to the first 
section of this resolution, each further 
amendment printed in part B of the report of 
the Committee on Rules not earlier consid-
ered as part of amendments en bloc pursuant 
to section 3 of this resolution shall be con-
sidered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as 
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, 
may be withdrawn by the proponent at any 
time before the question is put thereon, shall 
not be subject to amendment, and shall not 
be subject to a demand for division of the 
question. 

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time 
after debate pursuant to the first section of 
this resolution for the chair of the Com-
mittee on House Administration or her des-
ignee to offer amendments en bloc consisting 
of further amendments printed in part B of 
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution not earlier disposed 
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