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is that even remotely fair? I don’t even
know how that could be constitutional.
It is, certainly, not in any way COVID
related.

There was an amendment in the
House that would have limited the pay-
ment. It would have allowed the pro-
gram, which I object to, but it would
have allowed this repayment of debt
but only for debt incurred during the
COVID crisis. The Democrats all voted
that down. That failed. This is unbe-
lievable stuff.

Even the provisions that purport to
be about public health are completely
divorced from any reality. As I think I
mentioned earlier, we are admin-
istering almost 2 million doses of vac-
cines every day now. That is terrific. It
is actually the highest daily rate of
doses administered anywhere in the
world. The government has already
purchased 700 million doses. Now, we
have fewer than 350 million Americans,
and not all Americans are going to
need two doses. You can do the math:
We have bought more vaccine doses
than we need to administer, and that is
fine. Yet how many more do you need
to buy when you have already bought
more than enough for every single
American?

That is not all we paid for. Through
the previous bills that we passed, we
paid for the research and development.
We paid for the production. We paid for
the transportation. We paid for all of
the accompanying supplies, like the sy-
ringes, the vials, and the dry ice. We
paid for all of that, and we should have.
That was the right thing to do. Insur-
ance covers the cost of the admin-
istering of the vaccines. Between Medi-
care and Medicaid and private insur-
ance, it is free. What is left to spend
money on? I am all ears, but I haven’t
heard what we need to spend money on.

So what do we have in this bill?

We have no justification for it in
terms of public health. We certainly
have no justification for it in terms of
the economy. We certainly have no jus-
tification for it in terms of basic fair-
ness. Frankly, it is going to do more
harm than good, but you don’t have to
take my word for it. We could take the
word of prominent liberal Democrat
economist Larry Summers. He was the
Treasury Secretary under President
Clinton, and he was the Director of the
National Economic Council under
President Obama.

He said about this bill:

[M]Jacroeconomic stimulus on a scale clos-
er to World War II levels than normal reces-
sion levels will set off inflationary pressures
of a kind we have not seen in a generation.

Or consider the words of Steve
Rattner, who is a liberal economist.
President Obama named him the ‘“‘car
czar.” You may recall him admin-
istering that program.

He said of the American Rescue Plan,
which is, apparently, what they call
this:

The American Rescue Plan is also partly a
legislative Trojan horse—an enormous aid
package aimed at addressing needs that, in
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some cases, go well beyond the immediate
challenges of COVID. Some of the most ex-
pensive provisions are the least well targeted
to help the neediest.

That is from a liberal Democrat who,
I think, supports the bill, but at least
he is being honest in his description of
it.

So my suggestion, my plea, to my
Democratic colleagues and to the new
President is to listen to some of the
things you have said. Try an approach
that is actually informed by the facts
on the ground—the health facts, the
economic facts, the reality. Look at
what the science is currently telling us
about the course that this virus has
been taking. What about actually at-
tempting to bring people together—the
path of unity—after we demonstrated
five times last year that we can work
together and do something on a bipar-
tisan basis?

I urge my colleagues: Don’t push
through this radically partisan bill
that will probably, in the end, do more
harm than good.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, let
me first say that I wish this Chamber
were full of our colleagues who had lis-
tened to my Republican colleague’s de-
scription—the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania—of what this bill is and what
this bill isn’t. It is not a COVID relief
bill. Senator TOOMEY did an excellent
job. I am hoping that people are watch-
ing it on their TV screens. They really
can’t be reading the bill yet because it
is not constructed. I don’t want to re-
peat all of the excellent points the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania made, but I
wanted to come down because I think
we have grown immune to these vast
amounts of money.

I always knew we were going to be in
big trouble when we stopped talking
about hundreds of billions of dollars
and switched to talking about trillions
of dollars. When we talk about $1 tril-
lion or $2 trillion, it just doesn’t sound
like as much as $200 billion or $800 bil-
lion, which was in the stimulus pack-
age under the Obama administration.
The fact of the matter is we have al-
ready authorized $4 trillion in COVID
relief. That is 18 percent of last year’s
GDP, and, roughly, $1 trillion is yet to
be spent. Some of that isn’t even obli-
gated, and we are going to be debating,
over the next couple of days, $1.9 tril-
lion. So I just wanted to come down
here to the floor and try to illustrate
what a massive amount of money $1.9
trillion is. You have to use analogies.
Again, the human mind really can’t
contemplate what ‘‘a trillion”’ is.

I found this first analogy—my wife
talked to me about it—in terms of
time. This one is simply talking about,
if T would give the Presiding Officer $1
per second, how long would it take me
to give her $1 million? You see the
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chart here. It would take 11.6 days.
Again, with $1 per second, how long
would it take to give her $1 million?
11.6 days.

The next question: How long would it
take you to accumulate $1 billion?

Again, when you do the math, you
find out it would take 31.7 years. That
was back when the Chinese had their
protests in Tiananmen Square.

The next question: What about $1
trillion?

This is what becomes mind-boggling.
If T gave you $1 every second and I
wanted to give you $1 trillion, it would
take 31,688 years to give you $1 trillion.
That takes us back to beyond the last
glaciation period, a period in time
when Wisconsin was under a mile-thick
glacier.

By the way, as a quick aside for my
colleague, the Senator from Rhode Is-
land, since that point in time, about
20,000 years ago, the water level in the
San Francisco Bay has increased 390
feet. Now, that is global warming—that
is a rise in sea level—but that is what
happened through natural causes. That
was an aside.

How long would it take to accumu-
late $1.9 trillion? Over 60,000 years.
Again, put that in context. The human
race began to develop language about
50,000 years ago. So that is the time
analogy.

Another way of looking at this is
through distance and volume. So here
is the calculation. I should have
brought a $1 bill to just demonstrate
its thickness, but the thickness of a $1
bill is 4.3-thousandths-of-an-inch thick.
To illustrate how much $1 trillion is,
let’s start with $1 million. If you
stacked a million dollar bills on top of
each other, they would stack up to be
3568 feet high. You can see the calcula-
tion here. That is about a 30- to 35-foot-
story building.

How big would a stack of a billion
dollar bills be? It would be 67.86 miles.

Now, there is something called the
Karman line. I think I am pronouncing
that right. That is the point at which
the atmosphere ends and outer space
begins. That is 62 miles. So a stack of
a billion dollar bills would actually ex-
ceed the atmosphere and extend into
outer space—62 miles.

Then, the next question is: How big
would a stack be of a trillion dollar
bills? Well, it would be 1,000 times that.
So it would be 67,866 miles high. That
is an astonishingly large stack of dol-
lar bills that equals $1 trillion.

Again, we are not just talking about
$1 trillion. We are not talking just
about 67,000 miles worth. We are talk-
ing about $1.9 trillion, which would
stack up to be 135,732 miles high. The
distance to the Moon is 238,900 miles.
So that stack of $1.9 trillion worth of $1
bills would be more than halfway to
the Moon. That is what we are debat-
ing spending—a stack of dollar bills
that extends more than halfway the
distance to the Moon. This is at a point
in time when we are about $28 trillion
in debt. That single stack would be
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over 1.9 million miles or, if you were to
put it relative to the Moon, there
would be eight stacks—seven stacks
that go directly to the Moon and one
further stack that would be 95 percent
of the way there.

These are astonishing sums that we
are talking about, and the majority
party here wants to jam this through
using the reconciliation process—no
consultation with our side. They want
to just blow it through here with 20
hours of debate, a vote-arama, pass $1.9
trillion in spending, and go home, hav-
ing no consideration whatsoever about
the fact that we are mortgaging our
children’s futures. At some point in
time, there will be a day of reckoning—
a debt crisis—and it won’t be pretty.

My suggestion, at least as we con-
sider this, is to actually have a debate.
Let’s have a discussion. Let’s consider
the amendments. Let’s not do this in
20, 24, 30 hours. Let’s take the time to
seriously consider what we are doing to
our children in contemplating spending
a stack of dollar bills over 135 miles
high, extending more than halfway to
the Moon.

I yield the floor.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Ohio.

———

MULTIEMPLOYER PENSION
SYSTEM

Mr. BROWN. Thank you, Madam
President. This week, we have an op-
portunity to finally deliver for millions
of retirees and workers and small busi-
nesses by saving America’s pensions.
The multiemployer pension system is
on the verge of collapse, threatening
the livelihoods of more than a million
Americans and thousands of small
businesses from New Hampshire to
Ohio, across the country. This affects
more than 100,000 workers and retirees
in my State alone and millions more
around the country. These pension
plans were in danger before. Now the
economic emergency we are in has ac-
celerated the crisis even further.

Multiemployer pension plans receive
contributions based on the hours
worked. As workers have been laid off
during the pandemic, their employers
no longer contribute to the pension
plans, while current retirees continue
receiving their earned benefits, making
the plan even more likely to fail. And
if that happens, it won’t just be retir-
ees feeling the pain.

Current workers will be stuck paying
into pension funds for benefits they
will never receive. Small businesses
will be left drowning in pension liabil-
ity they can’t afford to pay. Small
businesses that have been in the family
for generations could face bankruptcy,
and workers will lose jobs in businesses
which have been forced to close up
shop. The effect will ripple across the
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entire economy at a time when we can
least afford it.

The Chamber of Commerce has said:

The multiemployer pension system is an
integral part of [our] economy.

It is not only union businesses that
participate in these plans that will
close their doors. This will devastate
small communities across the indus-
trial heartland. Small businesses in
these communities are already hurting
because of the virus. That is why we
have to get this done.

After a lifetime of hard work and
service to our country, these workers
and retirees have already waited far
too long for Congress to do the job we
should have done. We have been trying
to solve this for years. Unions, the
Chamber of Commerce, small busi-
nesses pretty much agree we need to
get this done.

The House has done its part. They
have passed a solution multiple times.
Every time it stopped because of MITCH
McCONNELL and the U.S. Senate. He
has deliberately blocked it. We have
continued to try. The House does it
year after year. People like the Pre-
siding Officer and others have fought
for this in the Finance Committee,
have fought for this on the Senate
floor, and we simply haven’t been able
to move it.

Now that Senator MCCONNELL is out
of the way, we can finally keep the
promise to these workers and their
families. They spent years working on
assembly lines, bagging groceries, driv-
ing trucks, working to keep our econ-
omy going, and money came out of
every single one of their paychecks to
earn these pensions.

People in this town don’t always un-
derstand the collective bargaining
process. People give up dollars at the
bargaining table today for the promise
of a secure retirement with healthcare
and a pension. That is what collective
bargaining is. Union workers sit down
with each other and their employer,
talk about giving up wages. They are
willing to give up wages today to have
a more secure future. What is more
American than that?

For years now, they have lived in
fear of drastic cuts. One retiree from
Michigan told us he would lose two-
thirds of his income and that ‘‘at 71
years old, there’s no jobs out there that
we could get to recover what we’d
lose.”

He said:

Pass the Butch Lewis Act so . .. we can
take this weight off of us, and retire with the
dignity that we earned for 30, 40, 50 years of
hard working labor.

It is always the same story. When
Wall Street is in trouble, there is a
bailout. When corporations need some-
thing, the stock market is in trouble,
the Washington elite drop everything
to help. But these workers, they are
not asking for a bailout; they are not
asking for a handout; they are just
asking for what they earned.

These workers have been in the fight
for years. Their activism has gotten us
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this far. They have traveled all day and
all night on buses. They have rallied
outside in the bitter cold, in the hot
DC summer, all trying to get people in
this town to listen.

Let’s finally deliver for them. Let’s
give them peace of mind. Let’s keep
this promise. It comes back to the dig-
nity of work. When work has dignity,
we honor the retirement security peo-
ple earned. When work has dignity, we
honor their retirement security that
they gave up at the bargaining table in
collective bargaining.

I urge my Republican colleagues in
this body—colleagues with healthcare
and retirement plans paid for by tax-
payers, including these taxpayers that
have been paying into their own pen-
sion funds for years. I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to think about these
retired workers and think about the
small business owners. Companies like
Smucker’s—there is a baker in
Navarre, OH. Think of the candy com-
pany, Spangler, in Bryan, OH—compa-
nies like that. Think about these re-
tired workers. Think about these small
business owners and think about the
stress they are facing.

I have listened to my colleagues’
speeches for years, extolling the values
of hard work and the virtue of small
businesses. This is your chance to live
up to your own words, to show Ameri-
cans if you work hard all your life,
your government will, in fact, be there
for you.

Join us, and let’s pass a solution that
really indeed does honor the dignity of
work.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

TRIBUTE TO DR. ELLEN HODGES
AND ELIZABETH BATES

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, it
is that time of the week that our
pages—when we had them—used to al-
ways look forward to. It is the time of
the week that I come down on the floor
and talk about someone in Alaska who
is making a huge impact on my State,
a lot of times for the country. These
two Alaskans I am going to talk about
actually have gotten national news for
the great work they are doing, some-
body we call our Alaskan of the Week.
It is usually about a group of individ-
uals, one, two, maybe a group of people
who are helping make Alaska what, in
my view, is the greatest State in the
country—resilient, tough, generous,
kind, unique.

Like so many States, this pandemic
has really hit Alaska hard—tourism for
sure. The oil and gas sector last year
was really hit hard with low prices. Un-
fortunately, this year, with the Biden
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