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teens on the opposite sex’s changes during 
puberty, and normalize these changes as 
they are inevitable. Mandating sexual edu-
cation in schools will give students a coher-
ent safe space to learn about these topics, 
which might not be offered and found from 
other inaccurate sources which leads to false 
information and mis-interpretations. 

While this might be a tedious and drawn 
out process, our legislature should mandate 
sexual education across the nation by mak-
ing a federal law. This law would teach an all 
inclusive comprehensive curriculum across 
all states. Overall this would positively af-
fect teens all across America and would take 
a step towards a brighter and better future. 
Along with this federal mandate we need to 
make teens and young adults have access to 
a planned parenthood or a trusted medically 
accurate source to trust and rely on for in-
formation. Especially during these strenuous 
times during this pandemic, the availability 
of these sources are more crucial than ever. 

FATIMA KHAN, ESSEX HIGH SCHOOL, JUNIOR 
July 17, 2014: ‘‘I Can’t Breathe.’’ These 

were the last words of Eric Garner. A 43- 
year-old father of six children. A man who 
was known as the ‘‘neighborhood peace-
maker.’’ Eric Garner was an unarmed black 
man, who was choked to death by Daniel 
Pantaleo, a New York City police officer, as 
he repeatedly pleaded for him to stop. 

May 25, 2020: ‘‘I Can’t Breathe.’’ These were 
the last words of George Floyd. A 46-year-old 
father of one daughter. A man who wanted to 
‘‘touch the world.’’ George Floyd was an un-
armed black man, who died when Min-
neapolis police officer, Derek Chauvin, 
pressed his knee into his neck, for 8 minutes 
and 46 seconds, as he repeatedly pleaded for 
him to stop. 

The murder of Eric Garner, in 2014, ignited 
fierce emotions and propelled people into ac-
tion, all over the country. A developing 
project which began as a response to the 
murder of Trayvon Martin, was beginning to 
receive national attention. It was known as 
Black Lives Matter. Today, BLM is one of 
the most influential social movements 
today, and among many human rights issues, 
it has awakened the eyes of the nation to the 
issue of police brutality. 

Although we have come a long way in our 
work against police brutality since 2014, 
there is still plenty of work to do. Black 
Americans are disproportionately affected 
by police violence across the US. According 
to Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health, black Americans are 3.23 times more 
likely than white Americans to be killed by 
police. In order to truly combat this issue, 
there needs to be a reformation of our police 
departments. 

To do so, the responsibilities of police offi-
cers relating to mental health, homelessness, 
and drug abuse, needs to be pared back. Ac-
cording to the US Department of Justice, 
there are over 10 million arrests, annually. 
Only a small fraction of those are violent 
crimes. This makes the US the world’s larg-
est jailer, housing about 25 percent of the 
world’s prisoners. Police departments are 
overworked and our jails are overcrowded. 
Overcriminalization has led to mass incar-
ceration in our criminal justice system. To 
address overcriminalization, policymakers 
should consider what offenses result in con-
viction and prison time, and reduce 
arrestable offenses. More resources should be 
put into education and training for officers, 
not arrests. Additionally, more mental 
health professionals should be deployed as 
first responders. 

We also have to hold every police officer 
accountable to the law. Too many times, po-
lice officers who have broken the law, 
haven’t faced adequate consequences for 

their actions, because of qualified immunity. 
Qualified immunity has protected police offi-
cers in cases where they have disgustingly 
abused their power. Victims whose constitu-
tional rights have been violated have been 
denied justice. By altering this doctrine, we 
can ensure that nobody is above the law. In-
creasing the consequences of misconduct, 
will weed out the bad apples in our police de-
partments. 

By critically reforming our police depart-
ments, we can ensure a more equitable fu-
ture for all Americans.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
ORIGINALLY DECLARED IN EX-
ECUTIVE ORDER 13660 OF MARCH 
6, 2014, WITH RESPECT TO 
UKRAINE—PM 4 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13660 of March 6, 2014, with re-
spect to Ukraine is to continue in ef-
fect beyond March 6, 2021. 

The actions and policies of persons 
that undermine democratic processes 
and institutions in Ukraine; threaten 
its peace, security, stability, sov-
ereignty, and territorial integrity; and 
contribute to the misappropriation of 
its assets, and the actions and policies 
of the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration, including its purported annex-
ation of Crimea and its use of force in 

Ukraine, continue to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of 
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13660 with respect 
to Ukraine. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 2021. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE CON-
TINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY THAT WAS DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13692 OF MARCH 8, 2015, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE SITUATION IN 
VENEZUELA—PM 5 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13692 of March 8, 2015, with re-
spect to the situation in Venezuela is 
to continue in effect beyond March 8, 
2021. 

The situation in Venezuela continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13692 
with respect to the situation in Ven-
ezuela. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 2021. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
ORIGINALLY DECLARED IN EX-
ECUTIVE ORDER 13288 OF MARCH 
6, 2003, WITH RESPECT TO THE 
ACTIONS AND POLICIES OF CER-
TAIN MEMBERS OF THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF ZIMBABWE AND 
OTHER PERSONS TO UNDERMINE 
ZIMBABWE’S DEMOCRATIC PROC-
ESSES OR INSTITUTIONS—PM 6 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
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States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13288 of March 6, 2003, with re-
spect to the actions and policies of cer-
tain members of the Government of 
Zimbabwe and other persons to under-
mine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes 
or institutions is to continue in effect 
beyond March 6, 2021. 

President Emmerson Mnangagwa has 
not made the necessary political and 
economic reforms that would warrant 
terminating the existing targeted sanc-
tions program. 

Throughout the last year, govern-
ment security services routinely in-
timidated and violently repressed citi-
zens, including members of opposition 
political parties, union members, and 
journalists. The absence of progress on 
the most fundamental reforms needed 
to ensure the rule of law, democratic 
governance, and the protection of 
human rights leaves Zimbabweans vul-
nerable to ongoing repression and pre-
sents a continuing threat to peace and 
security in the region. 

The actions and policies of certain 
members of the Government of 
Zimbabwe and other persons to under-
mine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes 
or institutions continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
foreign policy of the United States. 
Therefore, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13288, as amended, with respect to 
Zimbabwe and to maintain in force the 
sanctions to respond to this threat. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 2021. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. WYDEN for the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

*Katherine C. Tai, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be United States Trade Rep-
resentative, with the rank of Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. 

*Adewale O. Adeyemo, of California, to be 
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 553. A bill to require the National Tele-

communications and Information Adminis-
tration to estimate the value of electro-
magnetic spectrum assigned or otherwise al-
located to Federal entities; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. 554. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to conduct a study on the estab-
lishment of, and the potential land that 
could be included in, a unit of the National 
Forest System in the State of Hawaii, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 555. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 

Standards Act of 1938 to increase the Federal 
minimum wage for employers with at least 
$1,000,000,000 in annual revenue, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 556. A bill to establish a Federal Advi-
sory Council to Support Victims of Gun Vio-
lence; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
CANTWELL): 

S. 557. A bill to establish a pilot program 
for native plant species, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr. 
PETERS): 

S. 558. A bill to establish a national inte-
grated flood information system within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 559. A bill to amend the Grand Ronde 
Reservation Act, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Ms. STABENOW: 
S. 560. A bill to improve coverage of mater-

nal oral health care, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 561. A bill to increase the rates of pay 
under the statutory pay systems and for pre-
vailing rate employees by 3.2 percent, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
CASSIDY, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. 562. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to cit-
izen petitions; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. 

CAPITO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. CRAPO, and Mrs. FISCHER): 

S. 563. A bill to amend the Federal Reserve 
Act to prohibit certain financial service pro-
viders who deny fair access to financial serv-
ices from using taxpayer funded discount 
window lending programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
WARNOCK, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 564. A bill to prohibit Members of Con-
gress from purchasing or selling certain in-
vestments, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. LEAHY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. KING, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
SINEMA, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Ms. BALDWIN): 

S. 565. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the treatment of 
veterans who participated in the cleanup of 
Enewetak Atoll as radiation-exposed vet-
erans for purposes of the presumption of 
service-connection of certain disabilities by 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 566. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
42 Main Street in Slatersville, Rhode Island, 
as the ‘‘Specialist Matthew R. Turcotte Post 
Office’’ ; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself 
and Ms. ROSEN): 

S. 567. A bill to provide for conservation 
and economic development in the State of 
Nevada, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. HAWLEY, and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. 568. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to certify, before removing an en-
tity from the entity list, that the entity is 
no longer involved in activities contrary to 
the national security or foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States and that removing 
the entity from the list does not pose a 
threat to allies of the United States; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 569. A bill to direct the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to transfer certain National Forest 
System land to the State of South Dakota, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. SCOTT 
of Florida, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. SASSE): 

S. 570. A bill to prohibit the trading of the 
securities of certain Communist Chinese 
military companies on a national securities 
exchange, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. CASEY, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, and Ms. ROSEN): 

S. 571. A bill to fully fund the Prevention 
and Public Health Fund and reaffirm the im-
portance of prevention in the United States 
healthcare system; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mr. PADILLA): 
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