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HONORING ROSE CORDASCO’S
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Rose Cordasco’s 100th
birthday. Rose is a loving, kind mother, sister,
grandmother and great-grandmother. She is
beloved by her family and from how her family
has described her, it is clear that she has
made the most of each of her one-hundred
years.

| wish her the best on achieving this mile-
stone.

——————

HONORING JOSEPHINE MORSE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | would like
to take this opportunity to recognize the ex-
traordinary service of Josephine Morse, who
served in the House Office of General Coun-
sel as a Deputy General Counsel. During her
tenure, Ms. Morse, a District of Columbia resi-
dent, played an integral role in safeguarding
the legal interests of the House and its Mem-
bers, Officers, and employees in federal court
litigation involving issues of the highest institu-
tional importance.

Ms. Morse provided invaluable legal counsel
and representation to numerous House com-
mittees, greatly assisting them both in fulfilling
their constitutionally authorized oversight func-
tions and defending those prerogatives in liti-
gation. Ms. Morse provided vital legal counsel
to the House in both impeachments of Presi-
dent Trump and in defense of longstanding in-
stitutional prerogatives. Those prerogatives in-
cluded the House’s constitutional authority
under the Appropriations Clause and the
power of House committees to issue sub-
poenas for both documents and testimony
from the White House and Executive Branch
agencies.

Of particular importance to the District of
Columbia, Ms. Morse’s legal work in litigation
involving the District's quest to obtain the fun-
damental right of voting representation in Con-
gress was exceptional, and her oral advocacy
on behalf of the House’s position in support of
voting representation for the District before a
three-judge district court was highly effective.

Ms. Morse’s work on behalf of the House
was of the highest caliber, and | have no
doubt that the Office of Management and
Budget, which she recently joined, will benefit
from her outstanding legal counsel. On behalf
of the entire House community, | thank Ms.
Morse for her dedicated service to the House,
and | wish her the very best in all of her future
endeavors.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES
WALKER PREWITT SR.

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to observe and mourn the passing of a
talented scientist, college professor, and most
notably a “citizen of the world” who passion-
ately advocated for world peace and justice,
Mr. Charlie Prewitt, of Mansfield Hollow, Con-
necticut. My friend Charlie passed at the ex-
traordinary age of 102 on January 7, 2021,
sadly due to complications related to the
coronavirus.

My statement today could not begin to en-
capsulate all that Charlie had accomplished
during his industrious life. Born in Indiana in
1918, he showed such academic aptitude from
an early age when he entered the second
grade by age five. A prolific musician, playing
both piano and violin, he received a scholar-
ship to play in the Transylvania University or-
chestra where he would then go onto earn a
bachelor's degree in chemistry. Charlie also
met the love of his life, Virginia Stewart, at his
alma mater—a love that would last 65 years.

Charlie went on to continue his education at
Louisiana State University when his graduate
work was interrupted by World War Il. Due to
his background in chemistry, he was con-
scripted to work at Dupont Chemical on ex-
tending the burn rate of gunpowder. That work
led him to the Manhattan Project where he
collected samples from reactors and ran titra-
tions on plutonium. His involvement in the cre-
ation of nuclear weapons and intimate knowl-
edge of their terrifying power was a driving
motivation for his determined commitment to
nuclear nonproliferation.

When the war ended, Charlie completed his
graduate work, obtaining a Master's in Edu-
cation at University of Kentucky, followed by a
Doctorate in Science Education at Columbia
University. In 1952, he and Virginia finally
landed in Willimantic, Connecticut when he
moved to take a professorship at the then
named Willimantic State Teachers College,
now Eastern Connecticut State University. His
commitment to his students and his passion
for educating educators was unmatched. His
leadership led to the establishment of a minor
degree in Peace and Human Rights at the
University and the development of a scholar-
ship program for students pursuing this de-
gree.

While he remained in Connecticut for the
rest of his life and career, Charlie never lost
sight of foreign affairs. He accepted a Ful-
bright Scholarship to Myanmar, a U.S. AID po-
sition in Afghanistan and finally joined a Ford
Foundation project in Pakistan. His commit-
ment to war resistance, social justice, peace,
and advancement of human rights never
wavered.

Charlie and | crossed paths many times dur-
ing my time in public service, and while we
would engage in healthy debate, our con-
versations always left me with a deeper under-
standing of the issues and an even deeper re-
spect for his commitment to them. Charlie’s
loss leaves a deep void in the activist commu-
nity in Eastern Connecticut and around the
world. He now goes on to join his loving wife
Virginia, who regretfully predeceased him in
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2007. Madam Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues and this Chamber to join me in ex-
pressing our deepest respect for Charlie’s
work and life and send our deepest condo-
lences to the Prewitt Family. Charlie is sur-
vived by his children Charlies Walker Jr.,
(John) David Prewitt and Mary Stewart Prewitt
and their families who carry the indelible mem-
ory of Charlie and Virginia in their hearts so
that their example of compassion and kind-
ness will carry on.

———

TRIBUTE TO GAYLE GRIFFIN,
AFGE’S DISTRICT 7 WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 8, 2021

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to pay tribute to the career and ongo-
ing legacy of Gayle Giriffin, a retired nurse for-
merly employed at Milwaukee’s Clement J.
Zablocki VA Medical Center and President of
the American Federation of Government Em-
ployees (AFGE) Local 3. She is an exemplary
voice in our community and has consistently
used her position to defend others. | want to
congratulate her on her recent selection as
AFGE'’s District 7 Woman of the Year.

Gayle is the first African American to ever
be elected president of her Local AFGE
branch. During her time in AFGE leadership,
she has continually used her position to advo-
cate for her members against anti-union exec-
utive orders, racism, and other inequities as a
fierce champion for social justice.

Throughout her eleven-year career as a
nurse serving our veterans at the Milwaukee
VA, Gayle was one of many Black nurses who
endured racism in her workplace. However,
rather than backing down, she resolutely
sought to protect and defend the rights of
workers at the Local AFGE branch. She has
spoken out about the tremendous struggles
that VA nursing staff are facing amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic and has repeatedly
called for more honest communication from
the Department of Veterans Affairs with its
employees.

On February 21, 2021, Gayle was selected
as AFGE’s District 7 Woman of the Year. This
important award is granted to those who ex-
hibit selfless dedication to union solidarity,
public service, and workplace health and safe-
ty. This is an honor that Gayle has truly
earned. She has fought tirelessly to protect
the health of veterans, for workers’ rights, and
for commonsense workplace safety and eg-
uity—especially during the devastation of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Her altruistic spirit and inspiring dedication
to her colleagues and community are why
Gayle is so deserving of the title of AFGE’s
District 7 Woman of the Year. Wisconsin’s 4th
Congressional District, and the veterans who
depend on the VA for their health care, have
been made better as a result of Gayle’s phe-
nomenal work. | sincerely respect her deter-
mination and applaud her accomplishments.
Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my con-
stituent and her recent accomplishment and
celebrate the great work that she and others
in AFGE District 7 are doing in service to our
veterans, our country and the state of Wis-
consin.
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