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shared principles of democracy, free mar-
kets, defense and security cooperation, and 
cultural exchanges; 

Whereas Georgia has made significant con-
tributions to the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and remains the largest troop contrib-
utor among NATO partners to the NATO-led 
Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan; 

Whereas the United States supports the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Geor-
gia within its internationally recognized bor-
ders and condemns the continued occupation 
by the Russian Federation of the Georgian 
regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia; 

Whereas, in March 2020, the United States 
and several embassies of European countries 
in Georgia brokered an agreement among the 
major political parties in Georgia, which in-
cluded changes to the electoral system and 
called on all sides to address the appearance 
of political interference in the judicial sys-
tem; 

Whereas, on June 29, 2020, the Parliament 
of Georgia adopted constitutional amend-
ments, establishing a more proportional 
electoral system and promoting greater po-
litical pluralism in future parliaments; 

Whereas the United States Embassy in 
Tbilisi applauded Georgia’s electoral reforms 
and urged the Parliament of Georgia to pass 
additional legislation that fully incorporates 
all of the recommendations of the Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
of the Organization for Security and Co-oper-
ation in Europe (OSCE/ODIHR) and urged 
Georgian authorities to effectively imple-
ment such legislation; 

Whereas, on October 31, 2020, Georgia held 
its first parliamentary elections since adopt-
ing the electoral reforms in June 2020; 

Whereas the OSCE/ODIHR limited election 
observation team detailed a number of flaws 
and partially or completely unimplemented 
OSCE/ODIHR recommendations, but also 
concluded that the first round of the October 
2020 parliamentary elections in Georgia was 
‘‘competitive and, overall, fundamental free-
doms were respected’’; 

Whereas the United States Embassy in 
Tbilisi shared the OSCE/ODIHR’s assessment 
of the first round of elections and stressed 
the importance of fully addressing the defi-
ciencies noted by the OSCE/ODIHR Limited 
Election Observation Mission Preliminary 
Report before the second round of elections 
in November 2020; 

Whereas the Georgian opposition refused 
to recognize the legitimacy of the October 
2020 elections, boycotted the second round of 
elections, called for public voter intimida-
tion of anyone voting in the second round of 
elections, and declined to take their seats in 
parliament; 

Whereas, on February 23, 2021, Georgian 
authorities entered the headquarters of 
United National Movement (UNM) and ar-
rested its leader Nikanor Melia on a bail vio-
lation; 

Whereas, on March 23, 2021, the Sub-
committee on Europe and Regional Security 
Cooperation of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate held a hearing on 
Georgia to examine the political situation 
and to highlight the actions that the Gov-
ernment of Georgia and the opposition could 
take in order to resolve the impasse and 
move the country forward; 

Whereas, in that hearing, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State George Kent testified 
that the Russian Federation uses its illegal 
occupation of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, 
‘‘economic leverage, cyber attacks, and 
disinformation to try to force Georgia to 
abandon its Euro-Atlantic aspirations and to 
sow division and distrust’’; 

Whereas, at the same hearing, Deputy As-
sistant Secretary Kent testified, ‘‘Georgia 
has real work to do in strengthening its de-

mocracy . . . Georgia’s commitment to de-
mocracy and the rule of law is a fundamental 
element of our strategic relationship, as well 
as the precondition for the country’s further 
progress.’’; and 

Whereas international mediation efforts to 
resolve the political impasse in Georgia led 
to an agreement signed on April 19, 2021, by 
representatives of several political parties 
and individual Members of Parliament: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on Georgian Dream, United Na-

tional Movement, and the other parties 
elected to the Parliament of Georgia to fully 
implement the compromise proposed by Eu-
ropean Council President Michel on April 18, 
2021, and signed on April 19, 2021; 

(2) calls on all elected Members of Par-
liament to take their seats in parliament 
and begin work without further delay on the 
challenges facing Georgia, including con-
sequences of the COVID–19 pandemic, a 
weakened economy, and challenging regional 
dynamics; 

(3) calls on the Government of Georgia to 
institute systemic reforms, developed 
through an inclusive and transparent con-
sultation process with stakeholders, to en-
sure that the judicial system is impartial 
and independent and not used for political or 
partisan ends, including by fully adopting 
and implementing the recommendations of 
the European Commission for Democracy 
through Law (commonly known as the ‘‘Ven-
ice Commission’’) and other experts; 

(4) calls on the Government of Georgia to 
institute inclusively and transparently de-
veloped systemic electoral reforms to ad-
dress the underlying causes of the political 
impasse and avoid a recurrence of such a cri-
sis, including by fully adopting and imple-
menting the recommendations of the Office 
for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights of the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE/ODIHR); 

(5) recognizes that the political situation 
in Georgia has been exacerbated by the ef-
forts of the Russian Federation to sow chaos 
throughout Georgia, including the illegally 
occupied territories of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia; 

(6) expresses concern that impediments to 
strengthening Georgia’s democratic institu-
tions and processes will slow its progress to-
ward achieving its aspiration of Euro-Atlan-
tic integration and strengthening its econ-
omy and could result in conditions placed on 
United States assistance to Georgia; and 

(7) emphasizes that the United States sup-
ports a more robust democracy in Georgia, 
with governing institutions that dem-
onstrate integrity, checks and balances, 
transparency, the capacity to counter Rus-
sian and other malign influence, and the 
ability to achieve the Euro-Atlantic aspira-
tions of the people of Georgia. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 177—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2021 AS ‘‘FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH’’ 

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 
South Carolina, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DAINES, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. LUMMIS, and 
Mr. PETERS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 177 

Whereas, according to the 2019 report enti-
tled ‘‘Economic Well-Being of U.S. House-
holds’’ by the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, 37 percent of adults in 
the United States cannot cover an unex-
pected expense of $400; 

Whereas, according to the 2019 report enti-
tled ‘‘How America Banks: Household Use of 
Banking and Financial Services’’ by the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, approxi-
mately 5.4 percent of households in the 
United States are unbanked and, therefore, 
have limited or no access to savings, lending, 
and other basic financial services; 

Whereas, according to the 2020 Consumer 
Financial Literacy Survey final report of the 
National Foundation for Credit Counseling 
that was conducted prior to COVID–19 
lockdowns— 

(1) a majority (62 percent) of adults in the 
United States had credit card debt during 
the 1-year period ending on the date of publi-
cation of the report; 

(2) over 2⁄5 (43 percent) of adults in the 
United States carry credit card debt from 
month to month; and 

(3) approximately 47 percent of adults in 
the United States maintain a budget; 

Whereas, according to the statistical re-
lease of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System for the fourth quarter 
of 2020 entitled ‘‘Household Debt and Cred-
it’’— 

(1) outstanding household debt in the 
United States has been increasing steadily 
since 2013 and was $414,000,000,000 higher than 
at the end of 2019; and 

(2) outstanding student loan balances have 
more than doubled in the last decade to ap-
proximately $1,560,000,000,000; 

Whereas, according to the 2020 report enti-
tled ‘‘Survey of the States: Economic and 
Personal Finance Education in Our Nation’s 
Schools’’, by the Council for Economic Edu-
cation— 

(1) only 25 States require students to take 
an economics course as a high school gradua-
tion requirement; and 

(2) only 21 States require students to take 
a personal finance course as a high school 
graduation requirement, either independ-
ently or as part of an economics course; 

Whereas, according to the Gallup-HOPE 
Index, in 2016 only 57 percent of students in 
the United States had money in a bank or 
credit union account; 

Whereas expanding access to the safe, 
mainstream financial system will provide in-
dividuals with less expensive and more se-
cure options for managing finances and 
building wealth; 

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals 
are prepared— 

(1) to manage money, credit, and debt; and 
(2) to become responsible workers, heads of 

household, investors, entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas increased financial literacy— 
(1) empowers individuals to make wise fi-

nancial decisions; and 
(2) reduces the confusion caused by an in-

creasingly complex economy; 
Whereas a greater understanding of, and 

familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic 
activity and growth; and 

Whereas, in 2003, Congress— 
(1) determined that coordinating Federal 

financial literacy efforts and formulating a 
national strategy is important; and 

(2) in light of that determination, passed 
the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.), estab-
lishing the Financial Literacy and Education 
Commission: Now, therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2021 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of personal financial 
education in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe Financial Literacy 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 178—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN’S 
AUTHOR BEVERLY CLEARY 

Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 178 

Whereas Beverly Atlee Cleary was born 
Beverly Atlee Bunn to Chester Lloyd Bunn 
and Mable Atlee Bunn on April 12, 1916, in 
McMinnville, Oregon; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary grew up on her 
family’s farm near Yamhill, Oregon, and ti-
tled her 1988 memoir ‘‘A Girl From 
Yamhill’’; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary moved north to 
Portland, Oregon, with her family when she 
was 6 years old; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary attended grade 
school in Portland and graduated from Grant 
High School in 1934; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary attended Chaffey 
College in Ontario, California, and then grad-
uated from the University of California, 
Berkeley, with a bachelor’s degree in English 
in 1938; 

Whereas, in 1939, Beverly Cleary earned a 
master’s degree in library science from what 
was then the School of Librarianship at the 
University of Washington; 

Whereas, in 1940, Beverly Cleary eloped 
with Clarence Cleary, whom Beverly Cleary 
met while studying at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary worked as a chil-
dren’s librarian in Yakima, Washington, and 
later at an Army hospital in Oakland, Cali-
fornia; 

Whereas, in 1950, William Morrow pub-
lished the first book by Beverly Cleary, 
‘‘Henry Huggins’’, which is about the adven-
tures of a young boy who lived on Klickitat 
Street in Northeast Portland, Oregon, and 
was the first book in the Henry Huggins se-
ries; 

Whereas, in 1955, William Morrow pub-
lished the first book in the Ramona series, 
‘‘Beezus and Ramona’’, which is about 9- 
year-old Beatrice ‘‘Beezus’’ Quimby and her 
4-year-old sister, who, like Henry Huggins, 
also lived on Klickitat Street in Northeast 
Portland, Oregon; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary’s books earned 
praise for engaging young readers and cap-
turing the world as children saw and under-
stood it; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary wrote more than 
40 children’s books, which sold more than 
85,000,000 copies by enchanting readers of all 
ages with the adventures of Ramona, Henry, 
and many other memorable characters; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary’s books continue 
to resonate with audiences across the United 
States, sparking the imagination of count-
less children and instilling a lifelong love of 
reading; 

Whereas Beverly Cleary won numerous 
awards and accolades throughout her career, 
including— 

(1) the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal in 1975 
for substantial contributions to children’s 
literature; 

(2) a Newbery Honor in 1978 for ‘‘Ramona 
and Her Father’’; 

(3) a National Book Award in 1981 for ‘‘Ra-
mona and Her Mother’’; 

(4) a Newbery Honor in 1982 for ‘‘Ramona 
Quimby, Age 8’’; 

(5) a Newbery Medal in 1984 for ‘‘Dear Mr. 
Henshaw’’; 

(6) the Library of Congress ‘‘Living Leg-
end’’ award in 2000 for her creative contribu-
tions to American life; and 

(7) the National Medal of Arts in 2003, the 
highest award given to artists by the United 
States Government; and 

Whereas Beverly Cleary died on March 25, 
2021, at the age of 104, leaving a behind a leg-
acy of relatable characters and skillful sto-
rytelling: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the life and legacy of award-win-

ning children’s author Beverly Cleary, in-
cluding— 

(A) the lifelong commitment of Beverly 
Cleary to brightening the lives of children; 
and 

(B) the outstanding contributions of Bev-
erly Cleary to children’s literature; 

(2) expresses its profound regret at the an-
nouncement of the passing of beloved author 
Beverly Cleary; 

(3) extends its sympathy to the family of 
Beverly Cleary; 

(4) recognizes Beverly Cleary as one of the 
most significant and successful authors of 
the 20th century; and 

(5) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to the family of Beverly Cleary. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 179—TO 
MAKE TEMPORARY APPOINT-
MENTS TO THE SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON ETHICS 

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 179 

Resolved, That (a) for matters before the 
Select Committee on Ethics involving Pre-
liminary Inquiry Case Numbers 30094 and 
30226, and subsequent action by the Com-
mittee with respect to these matters, if any, 
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. Coons) and 
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. Lankford) 
shall be replaced by the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. Luján) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. Boozman). The Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. Schatz) shall act as Chairman and 
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. Risch) shall act 
as Vice Chairman for those matters only. 

(b) The membership of the Select Com-
mittee on Ethics shall be unchanged with re-
spect to all matters before that Committee 
other than the matters referred to in sub-
section (a). 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 8—RECOGNIZING THAT THE 
CLIMATE CRISIS IS DISPROPOR-
TIONATELY AFFECTING THE 
HEALTH, ECONOMIC OPPOR-
TUNITY, AND FUNDAMENTAL 
RIGHTS OF CHILDREN, EXPRESS-
ING THE SENSE OF CONGRESS 
THAT RENEWED LEADERSHIP BY 
THE UNITED STATES IS NEEDED 
TO ADDRESS THE CLIMATE CRI-
SIS, AND RECOGNIZING THE 
NEED OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO DEVELOP A NATIONAL, COM-
PREHENSIVE, AND SCIENCE- 
BASED CLIMATE RECOVERY 
PLAN TO PHASE OUT FOSSIL 
FUEL EMISSIONS, PROTECT AND 
ENHANCE NATURAL SEQUESTRA-
TION, AND PUT THE UNITED 
STATES ON A PATH TOWARD 
STABILIZING THE CLIMATE SYS-
TEM 

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
and Mr. SANDERS) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works: 

S. CON. RES. 8 

Whereas a stable climate system at the 
founding of the United States allowed human 
life and human civilization to flourish; 

Whereas the United States was founded on 
the deeply rooted principle of securing ‘‘the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 
Posterity’’; 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States protects the fundamental rights to 
life, liberty, property, and equal protection 
of the laws; 

Whereas a climate system capable of sus-
taining human life— 

(1) is fundamental to a free and ordered so-
ciety; and 

(2) is preservative of fundamental rights, 
including the rights to life, liberty, property, 
personal security, family autonomy, bodily 
integrity, and the ability to learn, practice, 
and transmit cultural and religious tradi-
tions; 

Whereas the Federal Government sets the 
energy policy of the United States, which 
has resulted in a national energy system in 
which approximately 80 percent of the en-
ergy in the United States comes from fossil 
fuels; 

Whereas the national fossil fuel-based en-
ergy system has led to carbon dioxide emis-
sions from the United States constituting 
more than 1⁄4 of cumulative global carbon di-
oxide emissions; 

Whereas the United States is the largest 
producer of oil and gas in the world, due in 
substantial part to the Federal Govern-
ment— 

(1) opening up Federal public land and 
water for fossil fuel extraction; and 

(2) actively supporting fossil fuel energy; 
Whereas there is an overwhelming sci-

entific consensus that— 
(1) human-caused climate change is occur-

ring; and 
(2) the rate of global heating and ocean 

acidification as of April 2021 is a result of the 
buildup of atmospheric greenhouse gas emis-
sions, primarily carbon dioxide emissions, 
largely from the combustion of fossil fuels; 

Whereas atmospheric carbon dioxide levels 
of over 400 parts per million as of April 2021 
have caused a dangerous planetary energy 
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