
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2282 April 28, 2021 
your children. Work should be re-
warded in this country. When you love 
this country, you fight for the people 
who make it work on Workers Memo-
rial Day and the other 364 days of the 
year. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
NOMINATION OF SAMANTHA POWER 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise to voice my strong support 
for the confirmation of Ambassador 
Samantha Power to be the next Admin-
istrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development. I am 
confident that she brings the talent, 
skill, and experience required of this 
office and is the right person to lead 
this pivotal agency at a critical point 
in America’s return to global leader-
ship. 

Ambassador Power has worn many 
different hats throughout her sterling 
career—advocate, academic, advisor, 
and diplomat. But that trajectory has 
been propelled in large part by her 
time as a journalist, where she saw the 
day-to-day experiences of those living 
in places struggling against the tides of 
war, famine, genocide, and disease. She 
witnessed, first-hand, the tireless ef-
forts of USAID Foreign Service officers 
working in partnership with local 
stakeholders to uplift and empower 
communities around the world. And 
those early experiences seeing the 
work of USAID and the challenges the 
agency faces continue to guide her 
path. 

Like Ambassador Power, I spent the 
early part of my career seeing global 
conflict up close. As a staffer working 
on the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee in 1988, I travelled to Iraq after 
Saddam Hussein used poison gas 
against the Kurdish people. It’s a trip 
that Ambassador Power recounts in 
her first book, A Problem from Hell, 
which won her the Pulitzer Prize in 
2003—and it’s a trip that animates so 
much of the work I do in the United 
States Senate. 

The world witnessed the horrific 
chemical weapons attacks on the Kurd-
ish people in Halabja in March 1988 and 
later that year, together with my col-
league, Peter Galbraith, I interviewed 
Kurdish survivors of other chemical at-
tacks that followed. It was a heart-
rending journey that stays with me to 
this day. But that experience, like Am-
bassador Power’s experiences in Bos-
nia, East Timor, Darfur, West Africa, 
and elsewhere, instilled in me a sense 
of moral urgency that hasn’t tired in 
the three decades since—and I know 
hasn’t tired in Ambassador Power ei-
ther. 

I’m confident that she’ll employ that 
sense of urgency in her new role as the 
Administrator of USAID, which bol-
sters peace and prosperity both in de-
veloping nations and here at home. The 
biggest threats that we face are inter-
connected and global—from climate 
change to cybersecurity to pandemics. 
As we’ve seen throughout the past 
year, viruses know no borders, and our 
ability to defeat COVID–19 depends 

upon our willingness to partner with 
other nations to stop the spread and 
mount a successful recovery. And as we 
reassert American values at the core of 
our foreign policy, we will also need to 
combat the Chinese government’s ef-
forts to export its model of 
authoritarianism to governments in 
developing countries. USAID will be at 
forefront of these missions and others. 
In Ambassador Power’s own words, 
‘‘Development is critical to America’s 
ability to tackle the toughest problems 
of our time—economic, humanitarian, 
and geopolitical.’’ 

Madam President, there is no doubt 
in my mind that Ambassador 
Samantha Power will serve our coun-
try well as the next Administrator of 
USAID. I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of her confirmation. 

VOTE ON THE POWER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all postcloture time 
has expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Power nomina-
tion? 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
ROUNDS), the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY), and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER). Are there any Senators 
in the Chamber wishing to vote or 
change his or her vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 68, 
nays 26, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 174 Ex.] 

YEAS—68 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 
Burr 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—26 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 

Boozman 
Braun 

Cassidy 
Cotton 

Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 

Hyde-Smith 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Rubio 

Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cantwell 
Cramer 

Paul 
Rounds 

Shelby 
Toomey 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘OIL AND NATURAL GAS SEC-
TOR: EMISSION STANDARDS FOR 
NEW, RECONSTRUCTED, AND 
MODIFIED SOURCES REVIEW’’— 
Continued 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will now 
resume legislative session. 

The clerk will read the title of the 
joint resolution for the third time. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

S.J. RES. 14 
Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, Lead-

er CHUCK SCHUMER, Chairman TOM CAR-
PER of the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works, Senator ANGUS 
KING, Senator EDWARD MARKEY and I 
are leading supporters and sponsors of 
S.J. Res. 14, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
relating to Oil and Natural Gas Sector: 
Emission Standards for New, Recon-
structed, and Modified Sources Review, 
85 Fed. Reg. 57,018, Sept. 14, 2020, also 
known as methane rescission rule. We 
submit these comments to provide the 
Senate with addit{onal information re-
garding the intent in adopting this res-
olution. 

The atmospheric buildup of green-
house gases, such as methane, is chang-
ing the climate at a pace and in a way 
that endangers human health, society, 
our economy, and the natural environ-
ment. Specific public health impacts of 
anthropogenic climate change include 
respiratory harms associated with 
smoke inhalation from unprecedented 
climate-driven forest fires, heat stroke, 
and other health effects of increasingly 
frequent heat waves, and more wide-
spread vector borne diseases. Other 
public welfare impacts include dis-
placing U.S. communities by retreating 
snow and ice and rising sea levels, 
droughts that impact agricultural pro-
duction and farming communities, and 
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