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This is a no-brainer, and it would be 

a tremendous asset in the midst of the 
economic and geopolitical challenges 
we face today. The pandemic and sup-
ply chain turmoil have proven that 
friends are invaluable in a pinch. While 
many global relationships have been 
unsteady and many governments don’t 
know what their future trading rela-
tionships will look like, the United 
Kingdom has been a stalwart and se-
cure partner with the United States. 

Furthermore, it could not be a better 
move in the age of great power com-
petition with China. We will not beat 
China by trying to be like China in im-
posing centralized command-and-con-
trol grips on the economy that will 
strangle trade and trample free enter-
prise. Instead, we should do what we 
have always done best: prioritize free, 
open, and fair commerce with friendly 
nations, as the G7 this past weekend 
confirmed. 

At the conclusion of the summit, the 
group, as a whole, agreed to ‘‘secure 
our future prosperity by championing 
freer, fairer trade within a reformed 
trading system.’’ And the United 
States and the United Kingdom signed 
a New Atlantic Charter in which both 
countries committed to take actions 
‘‘enabling open and fair trade between 
nations.’’ 

Securing a mutually beneficial trade 
agreement with one of our oldest and 
closest allies would be in the best in-
terest of us all. As President Biden 
himself recently said: ‘‘America’s alli-
ances are our greatest asset, and lead-
ing with diplomacy means standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with our allies 
and key partners once again.’’ 

On this point, I could not agree with 
President Biden more. Congress can 
seize this opportunity by supporting 
the resolution before us today. It is a 
simple, straightforward resolution de-
claring the sense of the Senate that the 
United States has and should have a 
close and mutually beneficial trade re-
lationship with the United Kingdom 
without interruption and that the 
President, with the support of Con-
gress, should lay the groundwork for a 
future trade agreement between the 
United States and the United Kingdom. 

Borrowing a phrase from Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson, after his first face- 
to-face meeting with President Biden 
at the summit this past weekend, the 
United States-United Kingdom rela-
tionship is ‘‘indestructible.’’ No two 
nations have worked more closely to-
gether. No two peoples have done more 
to expand and defend liberty or to 
achieve peace and prosperity. 

Throughout history, this partnership 
has steadied the world through some of 
its greatest perils. It can continue to 
do so today if only we let it. The Amer-
ican and British peoples have the op-
portunity to once again join forces and 
emerge from the challenges we face 
stronger than ever for the benefit of 
our countries and nations across the 
globe. To that end, I urge each of my 
colleagues to support this resolution. 

And I ask unanimous consent that 
the Finance Committee be discharged 
from further consideration, and the 
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 134. I 
further ask that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, reserving 
the right to object, first, this resolu-
tion—and I am just going to make a 
few key points here—is on the trade 
agreement with the UK, and it is a 
question of international trade, which 
falls under the jurisdiction of the Fi-
nance Committee. 

The committee has not been con-
sulted on the resolution so Senators 
have not had adequate time to consider 
it. Needless to say, the prospect of re-
shaping the American economy with 
sweeping trade deals is not something 
that should just rocket past the com-
mittee of jurisdiction. 

Second, I have serious concerns 
about blessing a potential trade agree-
ment with the United Kingdom when 
the contents of such an agreement are 
still unknown. I stated a number of 
times that there are serious issues that 
need consideration with respect to our 
economic relationship with the United 
Kingdom. That cannot happen if the 
debates play out in a slapdash process 
on the floor of the Senate. 

For example, the United Kingdom 
has not only proposed but implemented 
a discriminatory digital service tax 
since entering negotiations with the 
United States. What they are doing is 
opportunistically looting American 
technology companies before these 
measures are shut down by an FTA or 
another agreement. The UK is also con-
sidering other discriminatory policies. 

The UK must commit to abandoning 
these unfair policies, which are serious 
barriers to trade, a detriment to the 
special relationship, harmful to Amer-
ican workers, as a precondition of hon-
est and worthwhile negotiations. 

Otherwise, if Senators are going to 
rush to hand out big promises on trade 
talks, they risk surrendering America’s 
negotiating position on these key 
issues without getting anything in re-
turn. 

So I don’t see the wisdom in under-
mining good-paying American jobs and 
American businesses with a trading 
partner that has thus far seen no rea-
son to back away from discriminatory 
measures. For those reasons, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I appreciate 

the comments and the insight provided 
by my friend and colleague, the distin-
guished Senator from Oregon. 

As to the point regarding our relative 
negotiating power and the wisdom of 
approaching this task right now, it is 
important to remember this resolution 
doesn’t purport to offer the details of 

any such deal. It calls for a free-trade 
agreement. There is nothing surren-
dered by that. There is, however, a lot 
to be gained by that in signaling that 
we want to continue to have an open, 
free, and fair relationship with the 
United Kingdom. 

As to the process concerns articu-
lated by my friend and colleague, while 
he has expressed some concerns about 
the process, I must provide some evi-
dence to the contrary. 

Over the past year, my staff has com-
municated with the Senate Finance 
Committee staff, staff on both sides of 
the aisle, upward of half a dozen times. 
They have also pitched changes to as-
suage concerns about language mul-
tiple times but never received any de-
finitive responses. 

Furthermore, I have worked with col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to 
craft almost identical draft language 
on United States-United Kingdom 
trade that was included in S. Res. 117, 
on the Good Friday Agreement, which 
passed before this body without objec-
tion. There is no reason why we can’t 
reach a similar compromise on this 
legislation, and I stand ready and will-
ing to work with my colleague from 
Oregon to do so. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, due to 
a family medical emergency, I was un-
able to attend today’s vote on con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No. 
119, Lina M. Khan, to be a Federal 
Trade Commissioner. Had I been able 
to attend, I would have voted yea on 
confirmation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
BRIAN S. EIFLER 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, on behalf 
of myself and Mr. INHOFE, as the chair 
and ranking member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee and the co-
chairs of the Senate Army Caucus, it is 
our honor to pay tribute to a great 
leader and an exceptional officer of the 
U.S. Army MG Brian S. Eifler, the 
chief of legislative liaison for the Of-
fice of the Secretary of the Army, as he 
prepares to leave this position for a 
new post in the Army of even greater 
importance to our Nation. Major Gen-
eral Eifler provides outstanding leader-
ship, advice, and sound professional 
judgment on numerous critical issues 
of enduring importance to the Army, 
Congress, and this Nation. 

Major General Eifler has served our 
Army and our Nation for more than 30 
years. A native of Michigan, Major 
General Eifler was commissioned in 
1990 as an infantry officer from Central 
Michigan University. He has been a 
true professional, dedicated soldier, 
leader, and officer. Throughout his ca-
reer, he has commanded our great sol-
diers at many levels and deployed to 
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combat numerous times in defense of 
the Nation. He has served in various 
command and staff positions over de-
ployments to Haiti, Iraq, and Afghani-
stan. He was a platoon leader and civil- 
military officer in Operation Uphold 
Democracy in Haiti, served multiple 
combat tours to Afghanistan as a bat-
talion commander during Operation 
Enduring Freedom, and a battalion op-
erations and executive officer, bat-
talion commander, as well as a division 
deputy commanding general in Iraq 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

Major General Eifler’s other assign-
ments include service in the 1st Ar-
mored Division, 2d Infantry Division, 
4th Infantry Division, 10th Mountain 
Division, 25th Infantry Division, 38th 
Infantry Division, 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, and the 75th Ranger Regiment. In 
addition to Infantry training, he is a 
graduate of the United States Com-
mand and General Staff College and 
the United States Army War College. 

For the past 30 months, Major Gen-
eral Eifler has implemented and en-
hanced strategic partnerships with 
Congress. Through his leadership, the 
Army significantly advanced relation-
ships with both legislative chambers 
and improved and broadened congres-
sional support for Army priorities. 
Major General Eifler managed complex 
issues through multiple legislative cy-
cles, enabling the Army to receive the 
necessary resources to take care of its 
most precious recourse, its people, im-
prove readiness, and accelerate mod-
ernization to support combat oper-
ations, sustain the All-Volunteer 
Force, and improve the quality of life 
for soldiers, Army civilians, and their 
families. 

On behalf of Congress and the United 
States of America, we thank Major 
General Eifler, his wife Sherry, and 
their entire family for their continued 
commitment, sacrifice, and contribu-
tions to this great Nation. We join our 
colleagues in wishing him future suc-
cesses as he continues to serve our 
great Army and Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO UNDERSHERIFF 
GEORGE SKULETICH 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
have the distinct honor of recognizing 
Undersheriff George Skuletich of 
Butte-Silver Bow County as Montanan 
of the Month for his steadfast service 
to the Butte community for more than 
40 years. 

George started as a detention officer 
at the Butte jail on June 5, 1981, and 
later was appointed as a Butte police 
officer in June of 1985. Since that time, 
he has served as a patrol officer, patrol 
sergeant, patrol lieutenant, DARE offi-
cer, school resource officer, SWAT offi-
cer, and patrol captain. He was instru-
mental in the design and building of 
the Law Enforcement Center as well as 

the Butte-Silver Bow Detention Cen-
ter. George has served as Butte-Silver 
undersheriff since January of 2013. 

George embodies the heart of a Mon-
tanan and the public service and dedi-
cation of a Montana law enforcement 
officer. Butte-Silver Bow Sheriff Ed 
Lester has said if he had to go through 
a door, not knowing what was on the 
other side, he would take George with 
him because he would never leave a fel-
low officer behind, no matter how bad 
things got. There is no higher com-
pliment. 

George has responded to nearly any 
type of incident you can think of, from 
aircraft crashes to bomb threats, and 
his calm and respectful demeanor has 
proven him to be a valuable leader. 
George truly cares about the Mon-
tanans he has served. On behalf of a 
grateful Butte community, I want to 
thank George for his service to the 
great State of Montana, and I wish him 
a peaceful and relaxing retirement.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF OREGON 
TRAIL DAYS 

∑ Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the 100th anni-
versary of Oregon Trail Days. This Ne-
braska tradition honors our State’s 
history as one of the first stops on the 
Oregon Trail. Settlers would start 
their journey on the banks of the Mis-
souri River, passing through Kansas 
before turning north into Nebraska. 
Their journey took them through hun-
dreds of miles of central and western 
Nebraska, including past Chimney 
Rock, the most noted landmark on the 
Oregon Trail’s nearly 2,200 miles. 

Oregon Trail Days has commemo-
rated this pioneer history every year 
since 1921, when it started as a small, 1- 
day parade. Today, this festival has 
grown into a 4-day celebration that 
takes over the town of Gering in the 
Nebraska Panhandle for 1 weekend 
each July. Oregon Trail Days has 
something for everyone: Visitors can 
enjoy concerts, parades, an arts and 
crafts fair, sporting events, food shows, 
car exhibitions, and even a chili cook- 
off. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
get together and remember the adven-
turous spirit of the pioneers who set-
tled our land, and who built strong 
communities for their families across 
Nebraska. 

Mr. President, I am honored to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of Or-
egon Trail Days here in the Senate. 
Here is to 100 more years of this be-
loved tradition.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN PAYIAVLAS 

∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the achievements of 
a friend of mine and a great Ohioan, 
John Payiavlas, who recently cele-
brated his 90th birthday. 

John was born in 1931 to Greek immi-
grants Anthony and Paraskevi 
Payiavlas in Warren, Oh. At the age of 
20, he was drafted into the U.S. Army 

and underwent basic training at Fort 
Riley in Kansas. In 1952, he was de-
ployed to South Korea, where he joined 
U.N. forces in supporting South Korea 
as part of Fox Company, 7th Regiment, 
3rd Infantry Division. He later trans-
ferred to the Greek Expeditionary 
Force Batallion—one of four Greek 
Americans to serve in this batallion— 
and was awarded the Commander’s Sil-
ver Cross of Valour for his exemplary 
service. He was honorably discharged 
in 1953 as sergeant first class. 

John and his wife Marisa, who this 
year will celebrate their 65th wedding 
anniversary, were married 3 years after 
John returned home to Ohio from the 
service. In 1960, John purchased a small 
company called Automatic Vendors, 
which later became a multimillion-dol-
lar corporation known as AVI 
Foodsystems. Since its inception, AVI 
has served customers in more than 
6,500 locations across the United States 
and has become the largest independ-
ently owned and operated contract food 
service company in the Nation. Cur-
rently, the company provides vending, 
institutional dining, and coffee service 
operations to companies across Amer-
ica. 

Today, John Payiavlas runs the com-
pany alongside his children, Anthony 
and Patrice Kouvas. The Payiavlas 
family has made tremendous contribu-
tions to their community, including a 
generous gift of $500,000 to Youngstown 
State University for their new sports 
media center. In 2006, John and his wife 
were honored with the Cleveland Clin-
ic’s Distinguished Fellow Award for 
their support of the clinic’s initiatives, 
such as the Heart and Vascular Insti-
tute, the Taussig Cancer Center, and 
the Glickman Urological Institute. 

John Payiavlas has received numer-
ous accolades for his accomplishments. 
In 2000, John was inducted into the 
Business Hall of Fame of Northeast 
Ohio’s Inside Business Magazine. In 
2016, he was honored for his service in 
the Korean war with the Washington 
Oxi Day Foundation’s Jaharis Service 
Award. In addition, John holds the 
highest honor in all Christendom for a 
lay person as an Archon Depoutatos of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which 
dates back to the fourth century in the 
Greek Orthodox Church. The service 
and achievements of John Payiavlas 
extend well beyond the State of Ohio, 
and I applaud the lasting impact his 
success will have on our future genera-
tions.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING KATHERINE AND 
ROBERT GARFF 

∑ Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, today I 
rise to pay tribute to the esteemed leg-
acy of Katherine and Bob Garff, two 
maveriks whose towering achieve-
ments in business, politics, religion, 
and education will continue to benefit 
Utahns for generations. The Salt Lake 
Chamber of Commerce has recognized 
them with the presitigious and well- 
earned 42nd Giant in our City award. 
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