
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6588 September 21, 2021 
the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture to make free 
National Parks and Federal Rec-
reational Lands Passes available to 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2672 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2672, a bill to authorize the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to transform neighborhoods of 
extreme poverty into sustainable, 
mixed-income neighborhoods with ac-
cess to economic opportunities, by re-
vitalizing severely distressed housing, 
and investing and leveraging invest-
ments in well-functioning services, 
educational opportunities, public as-
sets, public transportation, and im-
proved access to jobs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2675 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2675, a bill to amend the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to increase ap-
propriations to Restaurant Revitaliza-
tion Fund, and for other purposes. 

S. 2676 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2676, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for the partici-
pation of physical therapists in the Na-
tional Health Service Corps Loan Re-
payment Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2736 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) and the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2736, a bill to exclude 
vehicles to be used solely for competi-
tion from certain provisions of the 
Clean Air Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 2744 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 
of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2744, a bill to clarify the meaning of 
the term ‘‘emergency war funding’’ for 
purposes of determining eligible costs 
for such funding, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2752 

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2752, a bill to amend the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 to 
protect civil rights and otherwise pre-
vent meaningful harm to third parties, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2760 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2760, a bill to amend 
title 31, United States Code, to provide 
for automatic continuing resolutions. 

S. CON. RES. 9 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 9, a concurrent reso-
lution supporting the Local Radio 
Freedom Act. 

S. RES. 338 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED), the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN), the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. BENNET), the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator 
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), 
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY), the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN), the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the 
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH), 
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK), the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING), the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. TESTER), the Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the 
Senator from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) 
and the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 338, 
a resolution designating September 
2021 as National Democracy Month as a 
time to reflect on the contributions of 
the system of government of the 
United States to a more free and stable 
world. 

S. RES. 359 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. TUBERVILLE) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 359, a resolution 
expressing the sense of the Senate that 
the Secretary of State should designate 
the Afghan Taliban as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organization, freeze all assets of 
the Government of Afghanistan held in 
the United States, and use all author-
ity and influence of the United States 
Government to prohibit the distribu-
tion of funds to the Afghan Taliban by 
other countries and international insti-
tutions and organizations. 

S. RES. 367 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 

(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 367, a resolution designating 
September 2021 as ‘‘National Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Month’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

By Mr. CORNYN: 
S. 2771. A bill to designate the com-

munity-based outpatient clinic of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in San 
Angelo, Texas, as the ‘‘Colonel Charles 
and JoAnne Powell Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Clinic’’; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to print my bill for 
introduction in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. The bill’s purpose is to des-
ignate the community-based out-
patient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in San Angelo, Texas, 
as the ‘‘Colonel Charles and JoAnne 
Powell Department of Veterans Affairs 
Clinic’’. 

S. 2771 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Colonel Charles Powell and his wife, 

Mrs. JoAnne Powell, served the community 
of San Angelo, Texas, with character and 
dignity. 

(2) Colonel Powell served as the base com-
mander of Goodfellow Air Force Base from 
1980 to 1984. 

(3) When the Powells moved to San Angelo, 
Charles was ordered to help Goodfellow avoid 
closure and the displacement of many mem-
bers of the Armed Forces from the commu-
nity they had grown to love. 

(4) The impact of Charles’ career can still 
be felt today at Goodfellow Air Force Base, 
as it serves as a training school for thou-
sands of members from every Armed Force 
to train in cryptology, intelligence, and fire-
fighting. 

(5) JoAnne assisted thousands of constitu-
ents in the district offices of Representatives 
Tom Loeffler, Lamar Smith, K. Michael Con-
away, and August Pfluger. 

(6) One of the several duties JoAnne spear-
headed was the annual process of nomina-
tions to the military service academies, 
which was always a year-round process for 
her. 

(7) With JoAnne’s assistance, many of the 
young men and women of the 11th congres-
sional district of Texas went on to serve the 
United States and attend one of the military 
service academies. 

(8) In addition, JoAnne was a fierce advo-
cate of veterans and helped thousands of in-
dividuals gain access to the veterans benefits 
they rightfully earned. 

(9) JoAnne’s compassion and dedication 
helped make the Concho Valley a better 
place. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF COMMUNITY-BASED 

OUTPATIENT CLINIC OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS IN SAN 
ANGELO, TEXAS. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The community-based 
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in San Angelo, Texas, shall 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
be known and designated as the ‘‘Colonel 
Charles and JoAnne Powell Department of 
Veterans Affairs Clinic’’ or the ‘‘Colonel 
Charles and JoAnne Powell VA Clinic’’. 
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(b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law, 

regulation, map, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic referred to in 
subsection (a) shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Colonel Charles and JoAnne 
Powell Department of Veterans Affairs Clin-
ic. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. TILLIS): 

S. 2773. A bill to amend the Leahy- 
Smith America Invents Act to address 
satellite offices of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, innova-
tion is the lifeblood of the American 
economy. Thanks to our Founders, our 
Constitution anticipated the power of 
innovation and enshrined the basic 
idea that inventors should be given the 
incentive to do what they do best. The 
intellectual property clause has pushed 
the United States to be the long-
standing global leader in innovation. 
Unfortunately, like too many other as-
pects of our society, the benefits of our 
innovation ecosystem have not been 
equally felt by Americans from all 
backgrounds. Today, I am proud to in-
troduce the bipartisan Unleashing 
American Innovators Act, legislation 
that will make the patent system more 
accessible to Americans from all back-
grounds and ensure that we do more to 
harness the untapped potential that ex-
ists in our country. 

The Unleashing American Innovators 
Act builds on a legacy of broadening 
access to the patent system that I am 
particularly proud of. Ten years ago 
last week, Congress passed the Leahy- 
Smith America Invents Act, which was 
the most significant update to our pat-
ent laws in nearly sixty years. Under 
the Leahy-Smith Act, we created a net-
work of U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice (PTO) satellite offices around the 
country, bringing the PTO closer to 
where Americans actually innovate. 
We lowered fees for small businesses 
and created a new micro-entity status 
to lower fees even further. We also cre-
ated a Patent Pro Bono program to 
help make legal resources more acces-
sible to prospective inventors. 

Now is the time to build on that suc-
cess. The Unleashing American 
Innovators Act will further boost ac-
cess to the patent system for underrep-
resented groups by explicitly directing 
existing PTO satellite offices to reach 
out to those who are underrepresented 
in in patent filings. A recent PTO 
study found that only twenty-two per-
cent of U.S. patents list a woman as an 
inventor, even though women make up 
more than fifty percent of our popu-
lation. Other studies have found that 
African Americans apply for patents at 
about half the rate of white Americans. 
We need to boost participation from in-
ventors in rural areas like Vermont as 
well. Congress must do more to ensure 
that these and other underrepresented 
groups have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the system. 

This bill will go further than our ef-
forts ten years ago by requiring the 
PTO to study whether additional sat-
ellite offices are needed to increase 
participation in the system by women, 
people of color, military veterans, indi-
vidual inventors, and any other groups 
that are currently underrepresented. It 
will also create a network of smaller 
community outreach offices, which 
will do the hard work of meeting pro-
spective innovators where they live. 
These offices will partner with local 
community organizations to create 
community-based programs to educate 
Americans about the patent system 
and the benefits of innovation and en-
trepreneurship. One such office will be 
located in northern New England so 
that it can help provide assistance to 
inventors in Vermont. 

The Unleashing American Innovators 
Act will also establish a patentability 
assessment pilot program to assist 
first-time prospective inventors in de-
termining whether an idea they have is 
likely to meet the threshold for patent-
ability. It will give the PTO study the 
efficacy of the Patent Pro Bono Pro-
gram to ensure that it is meeting the 
needs of underrepresented groups. Fi-
nally, it will further reduce application 
fees for small businesses and micro en-
tities to reduce the costs of obtaining a 
patent. 

By building on the structures we put 
in place in the Leahy-Smith Act ten 
years ago, we can ensure that the next 
generation of innovators in America 
reflect the full potential of our great-
est natural resource—the genius of the 
American people. I am proud to partner 
with Senator TILLIS on this important 
piece of legislation. Expanding access 
to the patent system is not a partisan 
issue; it is an issue of maintaining 
American competitiveness and extend-
ing opportunity to all Americans, no 
matter their background, economic 
status, or location. I urge the Senate 
to act swiftly to pass this bill. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. TILLIS): 

S. 2774. A bill to amend title 35, 
United States Code, to address patent 
ownership, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President. One of 
the fundamental underpinning of the 
patent system is transparency. In ex-
change for obtaining limited exclusive 
rights over their inventions, inventors 
disclose those inventions to the public, 
making transparent something that 
might otherwise remain secret. This 
transparency has tremendous benefits 
for our society by accelerating innova-
tion, and the patent system as a whole 
helps to drive our economy. I have 
fought for many years to bring even 
more transparency into the patent sys-
tem to further benefit the public, par-
ticularly by pushing for public disclo-
sure of who actually owns a patent. 

I am proud today to continue my 
partnership with Senator TILLIS on in-
tellectual property issues by intro-

ducing the bipartisan Pride in Patent 
Ownership Act, which requires patent 
owners to disclose their true identity 
when a patent is issued and when it is 
sold. I have long supported efforts in 
the Senate to achieve this goal and am 
excited to spearhead this effort now. 

The American people—any of whom 
may be charged with infringing a given 
patent—have a right to know who owns 
a patent, which often changes hands 
after being issued to the initial inven-
tor. Currently, to know who owns a 
patent, you have to engage in costly, 
time-consuming litigation to uncover 
that information. That simply 
shouldn’t be the case. This bill helps to 
ensure a fair innovation system for 
small businesses, non-profits, and inde-
pendent entrepreneurs who lack the re-
sources to engage in costly litigation 
just to discover who possesses exclu-
sive patent rights over a particular in-
vention. 

Transparency in patent ownership 
will also help us better understand how 
we are doing in the global competition 
for innovation. Currently, a whopping 
52% of U.S. patents are issued to for-
eign applicants. But there is no sys-
tematic way to track ownership of U.S 
patents, including when patents are 
sold to foreign entities. And Chinese 
companies like Huawei—which often 
serve as proxies for the Chinese Com-
munist Party—are wielding patent 
portfolios of unknown size and scope in 
the United States. 

Although we do not know what spe-
cific patents Huawei owns, in the last 
two years, it claims to have received 
an estimated $1.2 to $1.3 billion in pat-
ent licensing fees, and it is likely that 
most of those licensing fees come from 
Americans, based on U.S. patents. Fur-
thermore, Huawei’s patents cover fun-
damental technologies that will power 
our global future, such as the 50 mobile 
network. Its dominance over these cut-
ting-edge technologies unquestionably 
advantages China and disadvantages 
America. It is imperative, both for our 
innovation economy and national secu-
rity, to know who owns what patents 
and who is profiting. 

Senator TILLIS and I feel strongly 
about transparency in patent owner-
ship. We initially proposed this bill as 
an amendment to the U.S. Innovation 
and Competition Act earlier this Con-
gress, and it was cleared by the Chair 
and Ranking Member of the full Judici-
ary Committee for inclusion in that 
bill’s manager’s package that ulti-
mately failed. We have since received 
feedback from a wide spectrum of 
stakeholders, whose input we have 
worked hard to incorporate. As Chair-
man of the Senate’s Intellectual Prop-
erty Subcommittee, I will continue to 
utilize all of our Subcommittee’s tools 
along with Ranking Member TILLIS to 
improve transparency around patent 
ownership. This bill is an essential 
next step in that process, and I urge 
the Senate to act swiftly to pass it. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 372—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2021, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL HISPANIC-SERVING IN-
STITUTIONS WEEK’’ 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. CRUZ, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and 
Mr. WYDEN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 372 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
degree-granting institutions that have a full- 
time equivalent undergraduate enrollment of 
at least 25 percent Hispanic students; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
play an important role in educating many 
underserved students and helping those stu-
dents attain their full potential by creating 
opportunities and increasing access to higher 
education; 

Whereas 569 Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
operate in the United States; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions rep-
resent 17 percent of all nonprofit institutions 
of higher education, yet serve 27.9 percent of 
all students and 67 percent of all Hispanic 
students, enrolling 2,340,000 Hispanic stu-
dents; 

Whereas the number of ‘‘emerging His-
panic-Serving Institutions’’, defined as insti-
tutions that do not yet meet the threshold of 
25 percent Hispanic full-time equivalent en-
rollment but serve a Hispanic student popu-
lation of between 15 and 24.9 percent, stands 
at 362 institutions operating in 38 States and 
Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
located in 28 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
actively involved in empowering and improv-
ing the communities in which the institu-
tions are located. 

Whereas 9 of the top 10 colleges and univer-
sities ranked by the Social Mobility Index 
are Hispanic-Serving Institutions; 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
leading efforts to increase Hispanic partici-
pation in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (commonly referred to as 
‘‘STEM’’); 

Whereas Hispanic-Serving Institutions are 
engines of economic mobility and a major 
contributor to the economic prosperity of 
the United States; 

Whereas, of the institutions of higher edu-
cation ranked by Opportunity Insights based 
on the economic mobility of the graduates of 
those institutions, 6 of the top 10 institu-
tions, including the top-ranked institution, 
are Hispanic-Serving Institutions; 

Whereas celebrating the vast contributions 
of Hispanic-Serving Institutions to the 
United States strengthens the culture of the 
United States; and 

Whereas the achievements and goals of 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions deserve na-
tional recognition: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the achievements and goals 

of Hispanic-Serving Institutions across the 
United States and in Puerto Rico; 

(2) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 13, 2021, as ‘‘National Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions Week’’; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups to observe the week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs to demonstrate support for His-
panic-Serving Institutions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 373—MARK-
ING THE 4-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE DEVASTATION OF PUER-
TO RICO AND THE UNITED 
STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS BY 
HURRICANE MARIA 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

SCHUMER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. CASEY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources: 

S. RES. 373 

Whereas, on September 20, 2017, Hurricane 
Maria made landfall in Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands were still recovering 
from a direct hit by Hurricane Irma when 
Hurricane Maria made landfall just 14 days 
later; 

Whereas, on September 20, 2021, the people 
of Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin 
Islands living on the islands, as well as those 
living in the mainland United States, will 
commemorate the 4-year anniversary of Hur-
ricane Maria; 

Whereas, after the Great Galveston Hurri-
cane of 1900, Hurricane Maria is the second 
deadliest storm recorded in United States 
history; 

Whereas the people of Puerto Rico and the 
United States Virgin Islands living in both 
the mainland United States and on the is-
lands of Puerto Rico and the United States 
Virgin Islands have shown an incredible and 
resilient spirit in rebuilding after their 
record losses; 

Whereas Puerto Rico faced one of the long-
est blackouts in United States history, dur-
ing which millions of residents were left 
without power and basic services for nearly a 
year, triggering crises of physical and men-
tal health, migration, housing, and infra-
structure; 

Whereas, 4 years since Hurricane Maria 
made landfall in Puerto Rico, the electrical 
grid in Puerto Rico remains unreliable, leav-
ing millions of people without a secure 
source of power as they suffer intermittent 
brownouts and blackouts; 

Whereas, due to the impacts of Hurricanes 
Maria and Irma, thousands of people in Puer-
to Rico and the United States Virgin Islands 
still have blue tarps over their roofs; 

Whereas, as a result of Hurricane Maria, 
hundreds of thousands of Puerto Ricans were 
uprooted, and some Puerto Ricans have relo-
cated to the mainland United States; 

Whereas, due to unaddressed damage to 
homes in Puerto Rico, hundreds of Puerto 
Ricans displaced by Hurricane Maria con-
tinue to need housing assistance from the 
territorial government and the Federal Gov-
ernment; 

Whereas the economic health of Puerto 
Rico continues to waiver as the preexisting 
debt crisis was exacerbated by the impact of 
Hurricane Maria; 

Whereas Hurricane Maria is the third most 
costly tropical cyclone in United States his-

tory, with damages estimated at 
$98,100,000,000; 

Whereas the Federal Government has allo-
cated approximately $71,000,000,000 in dis-
aster-relief funding to help the people of 
Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Is-
lands rebuild from other disasters that have 
impacted the islands since Hurricane Maria; 

Whereas, in Puerto Rico, the official death 
toll from Hurricane Maria stands at 2,975 vic-
tims, although some academic estimates 
place the toll at 4,645; 

Whereas many of the underlying 
vulnerabilities contributing to the massive 
death toll in Puerto Rico are still present, 
including an underfunded healthcare system 
and a shortage of medical physicians and 
specialists; 

Whereas the residents of Vieques, Puerto 
Rico, which number more than 8,000, lost the 
primary hospital and do not have an ade-
quate and comprehensive healthcare facility; 

Whereas, in a September 2020 report, the 
Office of the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security found that the 
Federal Emergency and Management Agency 
(in this preamble referred to as ‘‘FEMA’’) 
mismanaged the distribution of commodities 
in response to Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 
Puerto Rico; 

Whereas FEMA lost visibility of approxi-
mately 38 percent of its commodity ship-
ments to Puerto Rico, worth an estimated 
$257,000,000; 

Whereas, in an April 2021 report, the Office 
of the Inspector General of the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development found 
that the administration of President Donald 
Trump created bureaucratic hurdles that de-
layed approximately $20,000,000,000 in hurri-
cane disaster recovery and mitigation funds 
to Puerto Rico; 

Whereas Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands continue to battle with 
climate change, which has intensified trop-
ical cyclones, rising temperatures, coastal 
erosion, droughts, and flash floods, among 
other climate events; 

Whereas Puerto Rico continues to address 
and respond to other disasters, including the 
earthquakes of 2020 and the COVID–19 pan-
demic; and 

Whereas millions of Puerto Ricans and Vir-
gin Islanders still grapple with the physical, 
emotional, and economic damages caused by 
Hurricanes Maria and Irma: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) remains steadfast in its commitment to 

the people of Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands to assist in restoring 
the islands to their full potential; and 

(2) resolutely assures that it will not aban-
don the plight of— 

(A) the millions of citizens of the United 
States living in Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands; and 

(B) the citizens of the United States who 
have relocated from Puerto Rico and the 
United States Virgin Islands to the mainland 
United States in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 374—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 19 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 25, 2021, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
ESTUARIES WEEK’’ 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 

MARKEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
KING, Mr. COONS, Mr. REED, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. CARDIN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. 
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